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The Art of Crafting a Strong Chicago Style Research Paper Conclusion

chicago style research paper conclusion, while often considered the final flourish, is a critical component that
solidifies your arguments and leaves a lasting impression on your reader. It's not merely a summary, but a
synthesis of your findings, a restatement of your thesis's significance, and a thoughtful look towards broader
implications or future research. This guide will delve into the essential elements of constructing a compelling
conclusion for your Chicago style research paper, ensuring it effectively wraps up your scholarly work. We
will explore how to move beyond simple summarization, the importance of reinforcing your thesis, and strategies
for offering insightful final thoughts. Mastering the art of the conclusion is paramount to demonstrating a
thorough understanding of your topic and the impact of your research.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style Research Paper
Conclusion

The conclusion of a Chicago style research paper serves a multifaceted purpose that extends beyond merely
reiterating what has already been stated. It acts as the final opportunity to persuade your reader of the
validity and importance of your research. A well-crafted conclusion reinforces the central argument,
synthesizes the evidence presented, and leaves the reader with a clear understanding of the study's
contributions to the existing body of knowledge. It is where the threads of your research are brought together
to form a cohesive and impactful final statement.

Moreover, a strong conclusion helps to frame the significance of your work within a larger academic or
societal context. It answers the implicit question: "So what?" by demonstrating why the research matters.
This involves connecting your specific findings to broader themes or ongoing debates in your field. In essence, the
conclusion provides a sense of closure while simultaneously prompting further thought and encouraging
engagement with your subject matter.

Key Components of an Effective Conclusion

An effective Chicago style research paper conclusion is built upon several fundamental elements that work in
concert to create a powerful closing statement. These components are designed to reinforce the scholarly
integrity of your work and its intellectual contributions.

Restating Your Thesis in New Words

While it might seem redundant, restating your thesis is a crucial step. However, this should not be a verbatim
repetition of the sentence you used in your introduction. Instead, rephrase your thesis statement, reflecting the
insights and evidence you have developed throughout the paper. This rephrasing demonstrates how your
research has substantiated and possibly refined your initial argument, showing intellectual growth and deeper
understanding.



Summarizing Key Findings and Arguments

Briefly synthesize the most important points and evidence you have presented. This is not a detailed recap of
every argument, but rather a concise overview of the core findings that support your thesis. Focus on the
overarching themes and significant discoveries that have emerged from your research. The goal is to remind the
reader of the strength and coherence of your evidence.

Discussing the Significance and Implications of Your Research

This is where you move beyond summary and delve into the broader impact of your work. Explain why your
findings are important. What do they contribute to the field? How do they challenge existing theories or offer
new perspectives? Consider the practical or theoretical implications of your research. This section answers
the "so what?" question and underscores the value of your scholarly endeavor.

Offering Final Thoughts or Suggestions for Future Research

A forward-looking perspective can greatly enhance your conclusion. You might suggest areas for further
investigation that your research has opened up, or propose new questions that arise from your findings. This
demonstrates that your research is part of an ongoing academic conversation and that you have a keen
understanding of the research landscape. It can also serve as a powerful call to action for other scholars.

Strategies for Writing a Powerful Conclusion

Crafting a conclusion that resonates requires more than just checking off the essential components. Strategic
writing techniques can elevate your conclusion from adequate to exceptional, leaving a memorable impact on
your audience.

Connecting Back to the Introduction

Creating a sense of circularity can be highly effective. Consider referencing a hook or a question posed in your
introduction and showing how your research has provided an answer or a deeper understanding. This provides a
satisfying sense of completion for the reader, demonstrating that you have fully addressed the initial premise of
your paper.

Using Strong, Definitive Language

Your conclusion is the final word on your topic. Employ confident and definitive language to convey the
certainty of your findings. Avoid tentative phrases like "it seems" or "perhaps." Instead, use clear and assertive
statements that reflect the strength of your evidence and analysis. This reinforces the authority of your
research.

Avoiding New Information

A crucial rule for any conclusion is to avoid introducing entirely new arguments, evidence, or information that
has not been discussed or supported within the body of your paper. The conclusion should synthesize and
reflect on what has already been presented, not introduce novel concepts that the reader has no context for.



Varying Sentence Structure for Flow

Just as in the rest of your paper, maintaining engaging prose is important in the conclusion. Varying your
sentence structure can prevent the conclusion from becoming monotonous. Combine shorter, punchier sentences
with more complex ones to create a dynamic and readable final section. This keeps the reader engaged until the
very end.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Your Conclusion

Even experienced writers can fall into common traps when writing their conclusions. Being aware of these
potential issues can help you steer clear of them and ensure your final statement is as strong as possible.

Merely Summarizing Without Synthesis

One of the most frequent errors is to simply list the main points of each section without offering any deeper
analysis or synthesis. A true conclusion connects these points, highlighting their collective meaning and
contribution to your overall argument. It's about showing how the parts form a meaningful whole.

Introducing New Material

As mentioned earlier, introducing new information is a significant misstep. It can confuse the reader and undermine
the credibility of your research. The conclusion is about wrapping up what has been presented, not opening new
avenues that haven't been explored or supported.

Apologizing or Being Too Tentative

Phrases like "I may not have covered everything" or "This is just one perspective" can weaken your conclusion.
While acknowledging limitations is sometimes appropriate in academic work, the conclusion should ultimately
present your findings with confidence and conviction. Present your research as a solid contribution.

Ending Abruptly or Too Soon

A conclusion that is too short or ends abruptly can leave the reader feeling unsatisfied. It needs enough space
to adequately synthesize your arguments and discuss their implications. Ensure it feels like a natural and
complete closing, not a sudden halt.

Revisiting and Refining Your Conclusion

The process of writing a strong conclusion doesn't end with the first draft. Like all parts of a research paper,
the conclusion benefits immensely from careful revision and refinement to ensure its clarity, impact, and
adherence to Chicago style guidelines.

Checking for Clarity and Coherence

Read your conclusion aloud to catch any awkward phrasing or logical gaps. Ensure that the connection
between your restated thesis, summarized findings, and broader implications is clear and easy for the reader to
follow. Every sentence should contribute to the overall message you want to leave.



Ensuring it Aligns with the Rest of the Paper

Verify that your conclusion accurately reflects the arguments and evidence presented in the body of your
paper. It should not introduce ideas that contradict or are not supported by the main text. Consistency is key
to academic integrity.

Proofreading for Errors

Even minor grammatical errors or typos can detract from the professionalism of your conclusion. Thoroughly
proofread your work, paying close attention to punctuation, spelling, and sentence structure. A polished
conclusion reinforces the care and attention to detail you have applied throughout your research.

Getting Feedback from Peers or Instructors

Sometimes, an outside perspective is invaluable. Sharing your conclusion with a trusted peer, writing center
tutor, or your instructor can provide insights into areas that might be unclear or could be strengthened. They
can offer suggestions on how to improve its impact and effectiveness.

Considering the Chicago Manual of Style Guidelines

While the Chicago Manual of Style primarily focuses on citation and formatting, its principles of clarity,
precision, and academic rigor apply to all aspects of a research paper, including the conclusion. Ensure your
language is formal and your presentation is professional, aligning with the overall expectations of scholarly
writing.

In conclusion, the Chicago style research paper conclusion is far more than a simple closing statement. It's an
integral part of your scholarly argument, offering a final opportunity to demonstrate the value and impact
of your research. By carefully restating your thesis, synthesizing key findings, and discussing broader
implications, you can craft a conclusion that not only satisfies the requirements of academic writing but also
leaves a profound and lasting impression on your reader. The process of developing a strong conclusion
requires thoughtful consideration, strategic writing, and diligent revision, ultimately contributing to the
overall success of your research paper.

FAQ

Q: What is the most important aspect of a Chicago style research paper
conclusion?
A: The most important aspect of a Chicago style research paper conclusion is its ability to synthesize the
research and articulate its significance, moving beyond mere summary to demonstrate the impact and
implications of the findings.

Q: Should I introduce new arguments in my conclusion?
A: No, you should strictly avoid introducing new arguments or evidence in your conclusion. The conclusion is
meant to summarize and reflect on the material already presented and supported in the body of the paper.



Q: How long should a Chicago style research paper conclusion be?
A: The length of a conclusion can vary depending on the overall length and complexity of the research paper,
but it should be substantial enough to adequately summarize key points and discuss implications without being
overly lengthy or repetitive. Typically, it might range from 5-10% of the total paper length.

Q: Can I use a quote in my Chicago style research paper conclusion?
A: While generally discouraged as it can feel like introducing new material or relying on external authority
for the final statement, a very short, impactful quote that directly encapsulates the essence of your findings
or the broader significance of your research might be acceptable if handled with extreme care and properly
integrated.

Q: How do I effectively restate my thesis in the conclusion?
A: To effectively restate your thesis, rephrase it in a way that reflects the insights gained through your
research. It should acknowledge how your arguments and evidence have proven or elaborated upon your initial
statement, demonstrating intellectual progression.

Q: What is the difference between a summary and a synthesis in a conclusion?
A: A summary merely lists or recaps the main points. A synthesis, on the other hand, connects these points,
shows how they work together to support your thesis, and highlights their collective meaning and
contribution.

Q: Should I acknowledge limitations of my research in the conclusion?
A: Yes, it can be appropriate and often strengthens your conclusion to briefly acknowledge any limitations of
your research. This demonstrates critical self-awareness and can also lead to suggestions for future
research.

Q: How can I make my conclusion more impactful?
A: You can make your conclusion more impactful by connecting it back to your introduction, discussing
broader implications, offering a forward-looking perspective, and using strong, confident language.
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