
chicago style research paper citation example
chicago style research paper citation example is a crucial element for academic integrity and
scholarly communication. Understanding how to properly cite sources in Chicago style, whether
using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, ensures your research is credible and avoids
plagiarism. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the intricacies of Chicago style
citations, providing clear examples for various source types. We will explore the fundamental
differences between the two systems, detailing how to format in-text citations and the corresponding
bibliography or reference list entries. Furthermore, we'll delve into common source materials,
offering specific Chicago style research paper citation examples for books, journal articles, websites,
and more, empowering you to confidently navigate this widely used academic citation method.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

Chicago style, officially known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offers two distinct citation
systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The choice between these two
often depends on the academic discipline or the specific requirements of an instructor or publisher.
While both systems aim for clarity and accuracy in attributing sources, their application of in-text
citations and the final list of sources differs significantly. Understanding these fundamental
differences is the first step toward correctly implementing Chicago style research paper citation
example.

The Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities, including literature, history, and the
arts. It uses numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text to reference sources, with a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper listing all cited works. In contrast, the Author-
Date system is more common in the social sciences and natural sciences. It employs parenthetical
author-date citations directly within the text, corresponding to a reference list at the end of the
work. Each system has its own set of rules for formatting these citations, and mastering them is
essential for any student or researcher.



The Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Citations

In the Notes-Bibliography system, citations are indicated by superscript numbers placed after the
relevant quotation or paraphrased information in the text. These numbers correspond to either
footnotes, which appear at the bottom of the page, or endnotes, which are gathered at the end of the
paper. The first citation of a particular source within a paper is typically a full citation, providing
complete bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source are usually shortened,
including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The primary goal of these notes is to provide immediate access to the source of information for the
reader without disrupting the flow of the main text. For instance, a direct quote would be followed
by a superscript number, and the corresponding note would offer the author, title, publication
details, and page number. This system allows for detailed referencing of specific points or
arguments within a source.

First Note Example
When citing a book for the first time in a footnote or endnote:

Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication), page number.

Subsequent Note Example
For subsequent citations of the same book:

Author's Last Name, Shortened Title of Book, page number.

The Notes-Bibliography System: The Bibliography

The bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system is an alphabetized list of all the sources that were
cited in the text. It serves as a comprehensive guide for readers who wish to consult the original
works. The formatting of bibliography entries is similar to but slightly different from
footnote/endnote entries; for example, author names are inverted (Last Name, First Name) and the
order of publication information may vary. The bibliography is an essential component, allowing for
a full overview of the research conducted.

Each entry in the bibliography should be meticulously formatted according to Chicago style
guidelines to ensure consistency and professionalism. The goal is to provide enough information for
a reader to easily locate the source. Pay close attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the order
of elements in each entry. The bibliography is a critical part of your Chicago style research paper



citation example, demonstrating the breadth and depth of your research.

Bibliography Entry Example (Book)

Smith, John. The History of Chicago Architecture. New York: Penguin Books, 2019.

Bibliography Entry Example (Journal Article)

Jones, Emily. "Urban Development in the Midwest." Journal of Urban Studies 45, no. 2 (2020):
112-130.

The Author-Date System: In-Text Citations

The Author-Date system, widely adopted in scientific and social science fields, utilizes parenthetical
citations directly within the text. This method integrates source attribution seamlessly into the
narrative, providing the author's last name and the year of publication, often followed by a page
number if a specific passage is being referenced. This approach allows readers to quickly identify
the source and publication date of the information they are consuming without needing to refer to
separate footnotes or endnotes.

The brevity of these in-text citations is a key feature, ensuring that the main body of the research
paper remains uncluttered. For instance, when quoting or paraphrasing a source, you would insert
(AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber) directly after the relevant text. This direct integration helps
maintain the flow of your argument while still providing essential source attribution. A well-placed
Author-Date citation is a cornerstone of a clear Chicago style research paper citation example.

In-Text Citation Example (Book)
For a direct quote or specific information from a book:

(Smith 2019, 45)

In-Text Citation Example (Journal Article)
For a direct quote or specific information from a journal article:

(Jones 2020, 115)



The Author-Date System: The Reference List

The Author-Date system concludes with a Reference List, which is an alphabetized compilation of all
the sources cited in the paper. Unlike the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system, the
Reference List entry for a book would begin with the author's last name followed by the year of
publication. The order of elements and punctuation are also specific to this system. The Reference
List is crucial for readers to locate the full bibliographic details of every source mentioned in your
research.

Each entry in the Reference List must be formatted accurately to ensure that readers can easily find
and consult the original works. This list is the counterpart to the in-text citations, providing the
complete citation details that the parenthetical references only abbreviate. A well-constructed
Reference List is a vital part of your Chicago style research paper citation example, demonstrating
academic rigor.

Reference List Entry Example (Book)

Smith, John. 2019. The History of Chicago Architecture. New York: Penguin Books.

Reference List Entry Example (Journal Article)

Jones, Emily. 2020. "Urban Development in the Midwest." Journal of Urban Studies 45 (2):
112-130.

Common Source Types and Chicago Style Research
Paper Citation Examples

Accurate citation extends to a variety of source materials, each with its own specific formatting
requirements within Chicago style. Whether you're referencing foundational texts or contemporary
online resources, adhering to the guidelines for each source type is paramount for producing a
credible research paper. Understanding these nuances is key to mastering your Chicago style
research paper citation example.

The following sections will provide detailed examples for some of the most frequently encountered
source types, ensuring you have the tools to cite them correctly in either the Notes-Bibliography or
Author-Date system. Precision in these examples will significantly enhance the clarity and



professionalism of your academic work.

Books
Citing books is fundamental to most academic research. Whether you are citing a single-author
work, an edited volume, or a work with multiple authors, the core principles remain the same:
author, title, publication information, and page number. The distinction between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems will dictate the placement and exact format of these details.

Book with One Author

Notes-Bibliography (First Note): Jane Doe, The Great Lakes: A Comprehensive Study
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021), 78.

Notes-Bibliography (Subsequent Note): Doe, Great Lakes, 150.

Bibliography: Doe, Jane. 2021. The Great Lakes: A Comprehensive Study. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press.

Author-Date (In-text): (Doe 2021, 78)

Author-Date (Reference List): Doe, Jane. 2021. The Great Lakes: A Comprehensive Study.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Edited Book

Notes-Bibliography (First Note): Michael Brown, ed., Readings in American Literature
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2018), 221.

Bibliography: Brown, Michael, ed. 2018. Readings in American Literature. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Author-Date (In-text): (Brown 2018, 221)

Reference List: Brown, Michael, ed. 2018. Readings in American Literature. New York:
Oxford University Press.

Journal Articles
Journal articles are a vital source of scholarly research. Citing them accurately involves providing
author, article title, journal title, volume, issue number, publication year, and page range. The
specific details and their arrangement will vary slightly between the two Chicago style systems, but
the core information remains consistent for a robust Chicago style research paper citation example.



Journal Article

Notes-Bibliography (First Note): Sarah Lee, "The Impact of Immigration on Urban
Economies," Journal of Economic History 80, no. 1 (2020): 45.

Notes-Bibliography (Subsequent Note): Lee, "Impact of Immigration," 60.

Bibliography: Lee, Sarah. "The Impact of Immigration on Urban Economies." Journal of
Economic History 80, no. 1 (2020): 45-70.

Author-Date (In-text): (Lee 2020, 45)

Author-Date (Reference List): Lee, Sarah. 2020. "The Impact of Immigration on Urban
Economies." Journal of Economic History 80 (1): 45-70.

Websites and Online Sources
The digital age has made websites and online articles primary research materials. Citing these
sources requires careful attention to identifying the author (if any), title of the specific page or
article, the website name, and the date of publication or last update, along with a URL and access
date. This ensures that your Chicago style research paper citation example is as robust for digital
content as it is for print.

Web Page with Author

Notes-Bibliography (First Note): David Miller, "Understanding Climate Change," National
Geographic, last modified December 15, 2022,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/understanding-climate-chan
ge.

Bibliography: Miller, David. "Understanding Climate Change." National Geographic. Last
modified December 15, 2022.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/understanding-climate-chan
ge.

Author-Date (In-text): (Miller 2022)

Reference List: Miller, David. 2022. "Understanding Climate Change." National Geographic.
Last modified December 15, 2022.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/understanding-climate-chan
ge.

Web Page without Author



Notes-Bibliography (First Note): "The Benefits of Renewable Energy," GreenTech
Innovations, accessed January 10, 2023,
https://www.greentechinnovations.com/benefits-renewable-energy.

Bibliography: "The Benefits of Renewable Energy." GreenTech Innovations. Accessed January
10, 2023. https://www.greentechinnovations.com/benefits-renewable-energy.

Author-Date (In-text): ("Benefits of Renewable Energy" 2023)

Reference List: "The Benefits of Renewable Energy." GreenTech Innovations. Accessed
January 10, 2023. https://www.greentechinnovations.com/benefits-renewable-energy.

Other Common Sources
Academic research often involves a wider array of materials beyond books and journal articles.
Properly citing newspapers, magazines, interviews, and even unpublished dissertations adds depth
and credibility to your work. Each of these sources requires specific attention to detail within your
Chicago style research paper citation example to ensure accuracy and completeness.

Newspaper Article

Notes-Bibliography (First Note): Robert Davis, "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws,"
Chicago Tribune, November 20, 2023, sec. A1.

Bibliography: Davis, Robert. "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws." Chicago Tribune,
November 20, 2023.

Author-Date (In-text): (Davis 2023)

Reference List: Davis, Robert. 2023. "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws." Chicago
Tribune, November 20, 2023.

Interview

Notes-Bibliography (First Note): Interview with Dr. Eleanor Vance, by author, October 25,
2023.

Bibliography: Vance, Eleanor. Interview by author. October 25, 2023.

Author-Date (In-text): (Vance 2023)

Reference List: Vance, Eleanor. 2023. Interview by author. October 25, 2023.



Refining Your Chicago Style Research Paper Citation
Example

Mastering Chicago style citation is an ongoing process that requires diligence and attention to
detail. While this guide provides a solid foundation with numerous Chicago style research paper
citation example, the Chicago Manual of Style itself remains the ultimate authority. Familiarize
yourself with its latest edition to stay abreast of any updates or specific nuances relevant to your
field of study.

Regularly consulting style guides, using citation management software, and carefully proofreading
your work are essential practices for ensuring accuracy. The goal is not just to follow rules but to
present your research in a clear, organized, and ethically sound manner that respects the
intellectual contributions of others. A well-executed citation system is a hallmark of strong academic
scholarship.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-Bibliography
system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical
citations (Author Year, Page) directly in the text. The final list of sources also differs: a bibliography
for the Notes-Bibliography system and a reference list for the Author-Date system.

Q: How do I format an in-text citation for a direct quote in
Chicago style Notes-Bibliography?
A: A direct quote in Chicago style Notes-Bibliography is followed by a superscript number. This
number corresponds to a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the paper,
which contains the full or shortened citation information along with the page number.

Q: When should I use the Author-Date system versus the
Notes-Bibliography system for my Chicago style research
paper?
A: The choice often depends on your academic discipline. The Notes-Bibliography system is typically
favored in the humanities (e.g., history, literature, arts), while the Author-Date system is more
common in the social sciences and natural sciences (e.g., sociology, political science, biology).
Always check your instructor's or publisher's guidelines.



Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if there is no
author listed?
A: If a website lacks a listed author, you begin the citation with the title of the specific page or
article. The website name follows, along with the publication or last updated date (if available), and
a URL and access date. For the Author-Date system, the title often serves as the author when no
name is present.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the final list is called a bibliography and includes all sources
cited. In the Author-Date system, the final list is called a reference list and also includes all cited
sources, but the formatting of the entries, particularly the placement of the year, differs.

Q: How do I cite multiple authors for a book in Chicago style?
A: For two authors, list both names in the citation and bibliography/reference list. For three or more
authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." (and others) in footnotes/endnotes and in-text
citations, but list all authors in the bibliography/reference list.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a URL for every online source in my
Chicago style research paper citation example?
A: Yes, providing a URL is standard practice for online sources in Chicago style to allow readers to
access the original material. It's also crucial to include the date you accessed the source, as web
content can change or disappear.

Q: How do I cite a book that has been translated into English?
A: For translated books, you will typically include the original author, the title of the translated
work, the translator's name, the publication information for the translation, and the page number.
The specific order and punctuation may vary slightly between notes and bibliography/reference list
entries.
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