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Mastering Chicago Style for Your Religious Studies Thesis Formatting

chicago style religious studies thesis formatting is a crucial aspect of
academic scholarship, ensuring clarity, consistency, and adherence to
scholarly standards. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as applied to religious studies theses,
providing detailed instructions for every facet of your academic document.
From understanding the fundamental principles of CMOS to navigating specific
requirements for footnotes, bibliographies, and manuscript preparation, this
article serves as an authoritative resource. We will explore the nuances of
citation, the organization of your work, and the presentation of your
research, equipping you with the knowledge to produce a polished and
professional thesis that meets the rigorous demands of academic review and
publication. Mastering these formatting elements is not merely about
aesthetics; it's about demonstrating intellectual rigor and contributing
effectively to the field of religious studies.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Religious Studies
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide, offering detailed recommendations for manuscript preparation,



citation, and grammar. For those undertaking a religious studies thesis,
understanding its specific application is paramount. CMOS provides two
primary systems for citation: the notes and bibliography system and the
author-date system. While both are valid, the notes and bibliography system
is generally preferred in the humanities, including religious studies, due to
its capacity for detailed commentary and its historical prevalence in
scholarly discourse.

This system involves using superscript numbers within the text to refer to
footnotes or endnotes, which contain the full citation information and often
supplementary commentary. The bibliography, appearing at the end of the
thesis, provides a consolidated list of all sources consulted. The beauty of
the notes and bibliography system lies in its flexibility, allowing scholars
to engage in nuanced discussions without disrupting the flow of the main
text. When formatting your religious studies thesis, a thorough understanding
of these fundamental principles will lay a solid foundation for all
subsequent formatting decisions.

Essential Formatting Elements for Your Thesis
Beyond citation styles, the Chicago Manual of Style outlines specific
guidelines for the physical presentation of a thesis. These elements
contribute to the overall professionalism and readability of your work,
making it easier for your committee and future readers to engage with your
research. Adhering to these standards demonstrates a commitment to academic
rigor and attention to detail, qualities highly valued in scholarly writing.

Title Page Formatting
The title page is the first impression your thesis makes. According to CMOS,
it should prominently feature the full title of your thesis, your full name,
the degree you are seeking, the department or program, the university name,
and the date of submission. The title should be centered and presented in
title case. Avoid excessive decoration; clarity and conciseness are key.

Margins and Spacing
Standard academic formatting dictates specific margin requirements.
Generally, a 1-inch margin on all sides (top, bottom, left, and right) is
recommended. This provides ample space for notes, binding, and a clean,
uncluttered layout. Double-spacing is typically required for the main text of
the thesis, including quotations, footnotes, and bibliographical entries,
though specific exceptions may apply for block quotations, which are often
single-spaced.



Font and Typeface
CMOS generally recommends a readable, standard serif typeface for academic
manuscripts. Times New Roman, Garamond, or Palatino are common and acceptable
choices. The font size should be 12-point for the main text, with footnotes
and block quotations potentially using a slightly smaller font size (e.g., 10
or 11-point), though consistency is paramount. Ensure that your chosen font
is legible on both screen and print.

Page Numbering
Page numbering in a thesis following CMOS guidelines typically begins with
the preliminary pages (title page, abstract, table of contents, etc.) using
lowercase Roman numerals, centered at the bottom of the page. The main body
of the thesis, starting with the introduction, uses Arabic numerals, usually
placed at the top right corner of the page. The title page itself is usually
not numbered, but it is counted in the preliminary page sequence.

Citations and Referencing in Religious Studies
Accurate and consistent citation is the bedrock of academic integrity. In
religious studies, where engagement with primary texts, secondary
scholarship, and diverse interpretive traditions is common, meticulous
referencing is especially critical. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a
robust framework for ensuring that your sources are properly acknowledged.

The Notes and Bibliography System
As previously mentioned, the notes and bibliography system is the dominant
choice for humanities disciplines like religious studies. This system allows
for detailed source attribution through superscripts in the text,
corresponding to numbered footnotes or endnotes. These notes provide the full
bibliographic details for each source upon its first citation and may include
brief commentary or elaborations. Subsequent citations of the same source can
be shortened.

Block Quotations
When quoting directly from a source, especially lengthy passages from sacred
texts, theological works, or scholarly articles, the use of block quotations
is appropriate. These are set off from the main text, typically indented, and
single-spaced. The citation follows directly after the quotation, often
within the same paragraph or immediately thereafter. CMOS specifies the exact
formatting for block quotations, including the placement of punctuation and
the citation.



Citing Sacred Texts
The citation of sacred texts within religious studies theses requires
particular attention. CMOS provides guidance on how to cite canonical works
like the Bible, Quran, or Vedas. Typically, this involves referencing the
specific book, chapter, and verse(s) rather than a page number, as different
translations and editions will have varying pagination. For example, "John
3:16" or "Quran 4:3." When referring to specific translations, it is crucial
to clearly identify them in your first citation and potentially in your
bibliography.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Heart of Chicago
Style
Footnotes and endnotes are integral to the notes and bibliography system,
serving as the primary mechanism for citing sources within the text and
providing opportunities for explanatory remarks. Understanding their
structure and content is essential for navigating Chicago style effectively.

First Reference Footnotes/Endnotes
The initial citation of a source in a footnote or endnote should be complete,
providing all necessary bibliographic information. For a book, this typically
includes the author's first and last name, the title of the book
(italicized), publication information (city, publisher, year), and the
specific page number(s) being referenced. For example: 1. Mircea Eliade, The
Myth of the Eternal Return: Cosmos and History (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1971), 105.

Subsequent Reference Footnotes/Endnotes
After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source can
be abbreviated. This usually involves the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the
same author), and the page number. For example: 2. Eliade, Eternal Return,
112. Alternatively, if only one work by an author is cited, the short title
may be omitted: 2. Eliade, 112. Some scholars also employ the Latin
abbreviation "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") for consecutive references
to the exact same source and page number.

Explanatory Notes
Beyond simple citation, footnotes and endnotes in CMOS are also designed to
accommodate explanatory material. This is particularly useful in religious
studies for delving into complex theological concepts, providing brief



historical context, or engaging with tangential but relevant scholarly
debates. These notes should be concise and should not disrupt the flow of the
main text. Keep these secondary functions in mind as you integrate your
research and analysis.

Crafting a Comprehensive Bibliography
The bibliography serves as a complete inventory of all the sources you have
consulted and cited in your thesis. It is a crucial component that allows
readers to verify your research and explore the foundations of your
arguments. The Chicago Manual of Style provides clear guidelines for its
organization and formatting.

Structure and Alphabetization
The bibliography should be organized alphabetically by the author's last
name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant
word of the title (excluding articles like "a," "an," or "the"). The
bibliography typically begins on a new page, with the heading "Bibliography"
centered at the top.

Formatting of Entries
Each entry in the bibliography should follow a consistent format, mirroring
the information provided in the first footnote/endnote citation but presented
in a slightly different order and with different punctuation. For books, the
author's last name is followed by their first name, then the title in
italics, and finally the publication information. For journal articles, it
includes the author, article title in quotation marks, journal title in
italics, volume and issue numbers, and publication date, followed by a page
range. Strict adherence to these formatting conventions is key for a
professional presentation.

Book entry example: Eliade, Mircea. The Myth of the Eternal Return:
Cosmos and History. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1971.

Journal article entry example: Smith, John. "Modern Interpretations of
Ancient Rituals." Journal of Religious History 45, no. 2 (2018):
210-235.



Manuscript Preparation and Presentation
The overall presentation of your thesis significantly impacts its reception.
A well-prepared manuscript, adhering to established formatting standards,
communicates professionalism and respect for your discipline and your
readers. CMOS offers detailed advice on the final stages of manuscript
preparation.

Abstract Requirements
An abstract is a concise summary of your thesis, typically ranging from 150
to 250 words. It should encapsulate your research question, methodology, main
arguments, and findings. The abstract is usually placed after the title page
and before the table of contents, and it is crucial for providing potential
readers with a quick overview of your work's scope and significance.

Table of Contents Structure
The table of contents lists all the major sections and sub-sections of your
thesis, along with their corresponding page numbers. This includes chapter
titles, major headings, and any appendices. It should accurately reflect the
organization of your work, allowing readers to easily navigate your thesis
and locate specific information. Ensure that the numbering and lettering of
headings in your table of contents precisely match those in the body of your
thesis.

Appendix and Supplementary Materials
Appendices are used for supplementary material that is essential to
understanding your thesis but would disrupt the flow of the main text. This
could include lengthy textual translations, statistical data, survey
instruments, or detailed charts. Each appendix should be clearly labeled
(e.g., Appendix A, Appendix B) and listed in the table of contents.

Special Considerations for Religious Studies
Theses
Religious studies is a diverse field encompassing a vast array of traditions,
methodologies, and source materials. While the general principles of Chicago
style remain constant, certain aspects may require specific attention when
applied to a religious studies context.



Transliteration and Diacritics
When working with primary texts or secondary sources in languages other than
English, the accurate transliteration of foreign words and the correct use of
diacritical marks are essential. CMOS provides guidelines for standard
transliteration systems for various languages. Consulting specialized
resources for the specific languages you are engaging with may also be
necessary to ensure accuracy and consistency throughout your thesis.

Archival Research and Primary Sources
Theses in religious studies often involve extensive engagement with archival
materials and primary sources. Your citation practices for these sources
should be clear and detailed. This includes providing sufficient information
to allow another researcher to locate the same material, such as archive
names, collection numbers, manuscript identifiers, and specific folder or box
locations. CMOS offers guidance on citing unpublished materials and archival
documents.

Conceptual Terminology
Religious studies frequently deals with complex and nuanced conceptual
terminology. When introducing and defining key terms, especially those with
distinct meanings within specific religious traditions or scholarly debates,
clarity is paramount. You may use footnotes for brief definitions or
excursus, but the primary definitions should be integrated clearly into the
main body of your text.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them
Even with careful attention, certain formatting errors can easily creep into
a thesis. Being aware of these common pitfalls can help you avoid them and
ensure a polished final product.

Inconsistent Citation Practices: Ensure that your footnote and
bibliography entries are formatted identically throughout the entire
document. Deviations in punctuation, capitalization, or the order of
elements can detract from the professionalism of your work.

Errors in Page Numbering: Double-check that preliminary pages are
numbered with Roman numerals and the main text with Arabic numerals, and
that the sequence is correct.

Incorrect Use of Italics and Quotation Marks: Understand when to
italicize titles of books and journals versus when to use quotation
marks for article titles. Also, pay close attention to the placement of



punctuation relative to quotation marks.

Lack of Consistency in Block Quotations: Ensure all block quotations are
consistently formatted (indented, single-spaced) and correctly cited.

Omitting Essential Bibliographic Information: When providing citations,
always ask yourself if another scholar could locate this source based on
the information provided.

Proofreading and Revision
Thorough proofreading and revision are indispensable. After completing your
manuscript, dedicate significant time to meticulously reviewing every aspect
of the formatting. Reading your thesis aloud can help catch subtle errors.
Consider asking a trusted colleague or friend to review your formatting as
well, as a fresh pair of eyes can often spot issues you might have
overlooked. This final stage of scrutiny is crucial for presenting a
scholarly work that is both accurate and aesthetically pleasing.

FAQ: Chicago Style Religious Studies Thesis
Formatting

Q: What is the most common citation system for
religious studies theses using Chicago style?
A: The most common citation system for religious studies theses using the
Chicago Manual of Style is the notes and bibliography system. This system
utilizes footnotes or endnotes for citations and includes a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the work.

Q: How should I cite a specific translation of the
Bible in my religious studies thesis using Chicago
style?
A: When citing the Bible in Chicago style, you typically provide the book,
chapter, and verse number (e.g., Genesis 1:1). If you are referencing a
specific translation, such as the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), you
should identify it upon its first citation in a footnote or endnote and list
the translation in your bibliography. For example: 1. Genesis 1:1 (New
Revised Standard Version).



Q: What are the general margin requirements for a
thesis formatted in Chicago style?
A: For a thesis formatted in Chicago style, the general margin requirement is
1 inch on all sides: top, bottom, left, and right. This provides adequate
space for binding and reader notes.

Q: Should I use footnotes or endnotes when following
the Chicago notes and bibliography system for my
religious studies thesis?
A: Both footnotes and endnotes are acceptable within the Chicago notes and
bibliography system. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the chapter or
the entire document. The choice often depends on personal preference or
departmental guidelines, but consistency is key.

Q: How do I format a block quotation from a sacred
text in my religious studies thesis?
A: A block quotation in Chicago style is typically set off from the main text
by indenting it from the left margin and single-spacing the text. The
citation follows the quotation, usually enclosed in parentheses, and is
placed after the final punctuation mark of the quotation.

Q: What information must be included in the first
footnote or endnote citation for a book in Chicago
style?
A: The first footnote or endnote citation for a book in Chicago style should
include the author's full name, the full title of the book in italics, the
place of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the
specific page number(s) being cited.

Q: How do I handle transliterating foreign terms in
my religious studies thesis using Chicago style?
A: Chicago style recommends using established transliteration systems for
different languages. When transliterating terms, ensure consistency and
accuracy, and consider including a glossary if many unfamiliar terms are
used. Always refer to the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for
specific guidelines on transliteration.



Q: Can I include explanatory notes in my footnotes
or endnotes when using Chicago style for my thesis?
A: Yes, the notes and bibliography system in Chicago style is designed to
accommodate explanatory notes in addition to citations. This is particularly
useful in religious studies for elaborating on concepts, providing historical
context, or discussing tangential ideas without disrupting the flow of the
main text.
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