chicago style religious studies
article submission

The Chicago Style Religious Studies Article Submission is a critical gateway
for scholars aiming to disseminate their research within the academic
community. This guide delves into the intricacies of preparing a manuscript
for submission to journals adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style, a common
standard in religious studies. We will explore the fundamental components of
a successful submission, from understanding the specific requirements of a
journal to meticulously formatting citations, bibliographies, and the overall
manuscript structure. Furthermore, this article will shed light on the peer-
review process, common pitfalls to avoid, and strategies for ensuring your
work meets the high standards expected in contemporary religious studies
scholarship. Mastering these elements is paramount for increasing the
likelihood of acceptance and contributing meaningfully to the field.
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Understanding Journal Submission Guidelines

Before embarking on the writing process, thoroughly understanding the
specific submission guidelines of the target journal is an indispensable
first step. While many journals in religious studies adopt the Chicago Manual
of Style, each publication may have unique requirements regarding manuscript
length, article focus, submission format (e.g., Word document vs. PDF), and
the inclusion of specific sections. Ignoring these guidelines can lead to
immediate rejection, regardless of the scholarly merit of the work. It is
crucial to visit the journal's official website and carefully read their
"Instructions for Authors" or "Submission Policies" section.

Journal Scope and Audience

Every academic journal in religious studies cultivates a distinct scope and
targets a specific audience. Identifying whether your research aligns with
the journal's thematic interests, methodological approaches, and theoretical
frameworks is paramount. A submission on medieval Islam might be perfectly
suited for one journal, while another might focus on contemporary



Pentecostalism. Examining recent issues of the journal can provide invaluable
insights into the types of articles they typically publish and the level of
scholarly engagement they expect.

Formatting and Style Manual Adherence

The core of a Chicago Style Religious Studies Article Submission lies in
meticulous adherence to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS). This includes how
to format notes (footnotes or endnotes), construct bibliographies, cite
various types of sources (books, articles, online resources, primary texts),
and manage stylistic elements like capitalization, punctuation, and the use
of italics. Deviations from CMS can signal a lack of attention to detail and
a misunderstanding of academic publishing conventions.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Manuscript

A standard scholarly article submitted for Chicago Style Religious Studies
Article Submission typically includes several key components, each requiring
careful attention to detail and adherence to formatting conventions. These
elements work in concert to present your research clearly and persuasively to
reviewers and readers.

Title Page and Abstract

The title page should include the article's title, your name, institutional
affiliation, and contact information. The abstract is a concise summary of
your research, typically between 150 and 250 words, outlining the research
question, methodology, key findings, and broader implications. It is often
the first part of your manuscript that editors and reviewers will read, so it
must be compelling and accurately reflect the article's content.

Main Body of the Article

The main body of your article is where your research is presented in detail.
This typically includes an introduction that sets the context and states your
thesis, followed by sections that develop your arguments with supporting
evidence. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance on paragraph
structure, transitions, and the integration of quotations. Ensuring a logical
flow and clear articulation of your ideas is vital for effective scholarship.



Notes and Bibliography

In Chicago Style, scholarly articles often employ footnotes or endnotes for
citations. This system allows for detailed referencing without interrupting
the flow of the main text. Each note should correspond to a citation in your
bibliography, which provides a comprehensive list of all sources consulted
and cited. Both notes and the bibliography must be meticulously formatted
according to CMS guidelines.

Citation and Referencing in Religious Studies

Accurate and consistent citation is a cornerstone of academic integrity and
crucial for a successful Chicago Style Religious Studies Article Submission.
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems: notes-bibliography
and author-date. For most religious studies articles, the notes-bibliography
system is preferred, as it allows for extensive engagement with primary and
secondary sources, including the use of extensive parenthetical notes for
textual citations.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The choice between footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) and
endnotes (appearing at the end of the article) is often dictated by journal
guidelines. Both systems serve the same purpose: to attribute sources. When
citing primary religious texts, it is standard practice to include book,
chapter, and verse numbers (e.g., John 3:16) alongside the note, facilitating
easy verification for readers familiar with the text.

Citing Primary Religious Texts

Citing primary religious texts, such as the Bible, the Quran, or Buddhist
scriptures, requires specific conventions. These often involve abbreviated
titles for widely known texts, followed by standard scriptural references.
For instance, the Bible might be cited as "Gen. 1:1" or the Quran as "Q.
2:153." Consult specific style guides or the journal's instructions for the
precise abbreviations and formatting expected for different religious
traditions.

Secondary Source Citation

When citing secondary sources—works by other scholars—the notes-bibliography
system requires a full bibliographic entry for the first mention of a source



in a note, followed by shortened forms for subsequent citations of the same
work. The bibliography then provides a complete alphabetical list of all
sources cited in the article. This includes author, title, publisher,
publication year, and page numbers.

Navigating the Peer-Review Process

The peer-review process is an essential part of scholarly publishing,
designed to ensure the quality, rigor, and originality of published research.
Understanding this process can alleviate anxiety and help you prepare for the
feedback you will receive on your Chicago Style Religious Studies Article
Submission.

Initial Editorial Review

After submitting your manuscript, it will typically undergo an initial review
by the journal's editor. The editor assesses whether the article fits the
journal's scope, meets basic quality standards, and is suitable for formal
peer review. If it passes this stage, it is sent to external reviewers.

The Role of Reviewers

Peer reviewers are scholars in the same field who evaluate your article
anonymously. They assess the research's originality, methodology,
argumentation, clarity of writing, and contribution to existing scholarship.
They will provide constructive criticism and recommendations to the editor,
who will then make a decision about publication.

Responding to Reviewer Comments

Receiving reviewer comments can be challenging, but it is an opportunity for
improvement. Address each comment thoughtfully and professionally. If you
disagree with a reviewer's assessment, explain your reasoning respectfully.
Typically, you will be asked to revise your manuscript based on the feedback,
and resubmit it along with a detailed response letter explaining the changes
you have made.

Common Mistakes in Chicago Style Submissions

Avoiding common errors is crucial for a successful Chicago Style Religious
Studies Article Submission. Many submissions are rejected not due to a lack



of good ideas, but due to avoidable oversights in preparation and adherence
to scholarly conventions.

Inconsistent Citation Practices

One of the most frequent mistakes is inconsistency in applying the Chicago
Manual of Style. This can manifest in variations in footnote numbering,
incorrect formatting of bibliographical entries, or inconsistent use of
capitalization and punctuation within citations. Rigorous proofreading and
careful cross-referencing between notes and the bibliography are essential to
catch these errors.

Ignoring Journal-Specific Guidelines

As mentioned earlier, many authors fail to read and adhere to the specific
"Instructions for Authors" of the journal they are submitting to. This can
lead to submissions that are formatted incorrectly, exceed word limits, or do
not align with the journal's editorial vision. Always treat journal-specific
instructions as paramount.

Poorly Structured Arguments or Unclear Writing

While not strictly a Chicago Style formatting issue, a lack of clarity in
argument or poor organization can doom an otherwise promising article. Ensure
your thesis is clearly stated, your arguments are logically developed, and
your prose is precise and accessible. This requires careful drafting,
revision, and, if possible, feedback from colleagues.

Tips for a Successful Chicago Style Article
Submission

To maximize your chances of success when submitting a Chicago Style Religious
Studies Article Submission, consider the following strategic tips. These will
help ensure your manuscript is polished, professional, and aligns with the
expectations of academic publishers.

Choose the Right Journal

Select journals that are a good fit for your research topic, theoretical
approach, and methodological rigor. Read their mission statements, browse
recent issues, and consider the audience they serve. Submitting to an



inappropriate journal is a wasted effort.

Proofread Meticulously

Before submitting, proofread your manuscript multiple times. Pay close
attention to grammar, spelling, punctuation, and, most importantly, the
accurate and consistent application of Chicago Style. Consider having a
colleague or professional editor review your work for errors.

Craft a Compelling Cover Letter

A well-written cover letter can make a positive first impression. Briefly
introduce your article, explain its significance and contribution to the
field, and confirm that it is original work not under consideration
elsewhere. Mentioning how your article aligns with the journal's scope can
also be beneficial.

Be Patient and Persistent

The academic publishing process can be lengthy. Be patient during the review
period, and be prepared to revise your work. If your article is rejected,
view the feedback as an opportunity to improve it for future submissions.
Persistence is a key virtue for academic authors.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary citation style used in
Chicago Style religious studies article submissions?

A: The primary citation style predominantly used in Chicago Style religious
studies article submissions is the notes-bibliography system. This system
utilizes footnotes or endnotes for citations and a comprehensive bibliography
at the end of the article.

Q: How should I cite the Bible in a Chicago Style
religious studies article submission?

A: When citing the Bible in a Chicago Style religious studies article
submission, you typically use abbreviated titles for biblical books (e.g.,
Gen. for Genesis, John for the Gospel of John) followed by chapter and verse
numbers (e.g., Gen. 1:1; John 3:16). The full citation details are then



included in the bibliography.

Q: Are there specific formatting requirements for
primary religious texts beyond biblical citations?

A: Yes, while the Bible has established conventions, other primary religious
texts may have specific citation requirements. It is crucial to consult the
journal's "Instructions for Authors" or a comprehensive style guide like The
Chicago Manual of Style for guidance on citing texts from traditions like
Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, or others.

Q: What is the typical length for an abstract in a
Chicago Style religious studies article submission?

A: The typical length for an abstract in a Chicago Style religious studies
article submission is usually between 150 and 250 words. This concise summary
should effectively communicate the article's purpose, methodology, findings,
and significance.

Q: Should I include a cover letter with my Chicago
Style religious studies article submission?

A: Yes, it is standard practice and highly recommended to include a cover
letter with your Chicago Style religious studies article submission. This
letter serves as a formal introduction, allowing you to highlight the
article's contribution and its suitability for the journal.

Q: What should I do if I disagree with reviewer
comments on my Chicago Style religious studies
article submission?

A: If you disagree with reviewer comments on your Chicago Style religious
studies article submission, it is important to address each point
thoughtfully and professionally. Clearly explain your reasoning for not
implementing a suggestion, providing scholarly justification, rather than
simply dismissing the feedback.

Q: How do I ensure my manuscript adheres to the
Chicago Manual of Style for footnotes?

A: To ensure adherence to the Chicago Manual of Style for footnotes,
carefully review the guidelines for creating bibliographical entries and the
specific formatting for note numbers, punctuation, and the content of the
notes themselves. Cross-reference your notes with your bibliography for



consistency.

Q: Can I submit an article that has already been
published elsewhere?

A: Generally, no. Most academic journals, including those for religious
studies, require that submitted articles be original works that have not been
published previously and are not under consideration by other publications.
This is usually confirmed in the cover letter.
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