
chicago style referencing geographic
maps

The Art and Accuracy of Chicago Style Referencing Geographic Maps

chicago style referencing geographic maps demands a meticulous approach to
ensure academic integrity and clarity for readers. Whether you are citing a
historical atlas, a modern topographical survey, or a digital cartographic
resource, understanding the specific guidelines for geographic maps within
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is paramount. This article will delve into
the intricacies of citing various types of geographic maps, exploring the
essential elements required for accurate attribution, and providing practical
examples to navigate this often-complex aspect of scholarly work. We will
cover the foundational principles, detailed components of map citations, and
specific considerations for different cartographic formats, ensuring your
references are both compliant and comprehensive.
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Understanding the Fundamentals of Citing
Geographic Maps

When incorporating geographic maps into academic research or publications,
adhering to a standardized citation style is crucial for acknowledging the
source and allowing readers to locate it. The Chicago Manual of Style offers
a robust framework for this, emphasizing precision and completeness. The core
principle behind citing any source, including maps, is to provide enough
information for another researcher to find the exact same item. This involves
identifying the creator, title, publication details, and any other relevant
distinguishing features. Geographic maps, due to their visual and often
complex nature, require specific attention to detail that differentiates them
from textual sources.

The importance of accurate map referencing cannot be overstated. It prevents
plagiarism, grants credit to cartographers and publishers, and enhances the
credibility of your own work. Misattributing or inadequately describing a map
can lead to confusion, invalidate your arguments, or even lead to accusations
of academic dishonesty. Therefore, a deep understanding of Chicago style's
approach to geographic maps is a vital skill for anyone working with
cartographic materials.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Map Citation

A comprehensive Chicago style citation for a geographic map typically



includes several essential elements, though the exact components might vary
slightly depending on whether the map is printed or digital. These elements
work together to create a unique identifier for the cartographic work.
Accuracy in each of these components is key to a successful citation.

The fundamental pieces of information required for a Chicago style map
citation generally include:

The author or cartographer (if known and clearly identifiable).

The title of the map, including any subtitle.

The publisher or issuing body.

The place of publication.

The date of publication or creation.

Scale (especially important for printed maps).

Any relevant edition or series information.

For digital maps, the URL or DOI and the date accessed.

Each of these components plays a distinct role in pinpointing the specific
geographic map being referenced. For instance, the scale of a printed map
tells the reader about the level of detail and the ratio of map distance to
real-world distance, which is critical for understanding its utility and
accuracy. Similarly, the date of publication is vital for understanding the
context and currency of the information presented on the map.

Identifying the Author or Cartographer

The author or cartographer is often the first and most critical piece of
information in a map citation. However, for many maps, a single identifiable
author may not be readily apparent. In such cases, the name of the surveying
body, government agency, or publishing company responsible for the map's
creation is used. It's important to distinguish between the creator of the
map's content and the publisher of the map.

If a specific cartographer is named on the map, their name should be included
in the citation. For example, "Smith, John. Map of the Chicago Lakefront.
Chicago: City Planning Department, 1955." If no individual cartographer is
listed, the responsible entity takes precedence.

Transcribing the Title Accurately

The title of the map should be transcribed exactly as it appears on the map
itself. This includes any subtitles, series titles, or descriptive phrases.
Titles are typically italicized in Chicago style, similar to books. If the
map is part of a larger collection or atlas, the title of the map itself is
usually presented first, followed by the title of the atlas or collection.



Consider a map titled "Historical Grid Plan of Early Chicago." In your
citation, this would appear as Historical Grid Plan of Early Chicago.
Subtitles are also included and italicized, such as Survey of the Illinois
River Valley: A Pictorial Map.

Specifying the Publisher and Publication Details

The publisher is the entity that produced and distributed the map. This could
be a commercial map company, a government agency, a university press, or even
an individual researcher. The place of publication is the city where the
publisher is located. The date of publication refers to when the map was
created or issued.

For example, a map might be published by Rand McNally in Chicago in 2022. The
citation would reflect this: Rand McNally, Chicago, 2022. If the map is part
of an older series, the original publication date is preferred if
ascertainable.

Citing Printed Geographic Maps

Citing printed geographic maps in Chicago style requires attention to details
that distinguish them from other printed materials. The physicality of the
map – its scale, format, and edition – are crucial elements that must be
included. These details help the reader understand the map's specific
characteristics and limitations.

When citing a standalone printed map, the author/creator, title, publisher,
place, and date are paramount. For maps within larger publications like
atlases, the approach shifts to reflect their inclusion within a broader
work.

Standalone Printed Maps

For individual printed maps, the citation structure closely follows the
general guidelines for books or reports, with added cartographic specifics.
The scale is a particularly important piece of information for printed maps.

A typical citation for a standalone printed map might look like this:

Author/Creator. Title of Map. Scale. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year of Publication.

For example:
United States Geological Survey. San Francisco, California. Scale 1:24,000.
Reston, VA: U.S. Geological Survey, 1999.

The scale is usually expressed as a ratio (e.g., 1:24,000) or as a graphic
scale bar, though the ratio is more commonly cited in bibliographies.



Maps within Atlases or Books

When a map is found within a larger published work, such as an atlas or a
book, its citation needs to reflect that relationship. The map itself is
treated as a component of the larger work, requiring reference to the atlas
or book it belongs to.

The format for citing a map within an atlas would typically be:

Author/Creator of Map (if different from atlas authors). "Title of Map."
In Title of Atlas, page numbers. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year
of Publication.

For instance:
"Map of Old Chicago." In Atlas of Urban Development, 45–46. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2005.

If the map is uncredited, you might omit the "Author/Creator of Map" element
and begin directly with the map title.

Citing Digital Geographic Maps and Online
Resources

The proliferation of digital mapping tools and online cartographic resources
has introduced new challenges and considerations for citation. Chicago style
has adapted to accommodate these, emphasizing the need for persistent
identifiers and access information. Citing a digital map requires providing a
stable link and the date of access to account for the potentially ephemeral
nature of online content.

Digital maps can range from interactive web maps to downloadable GIS data.
Each format may have slight variations in citation requirements, but the core
principles of identifying the creator, title, and providing access
information remain constant.

Web-Based Interactive Maps

Interactive maps found on websites, such as Google Maps or specialized
historical mapping projects, require a clear citation that includes the URL
and the date you accessed the map. The creator is often the organization
hosting the map.

A typical citation for a web-based interactive map:

Creator/Organization. "Title of Map/Web Page." Name of Website. Date
Published/Last Updated (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

For example:



National Park Service. "Yellowstone National Park Trails Map." National Park
Service. Accessed July 15, 2023.
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/trailmaps.htm.

It is crucial to ensure the URL is stable and directly leads to the map or
the page where it is prominently displayed.

Geographic Information System (GIS) Data and Files

When referencing GIS data, shapefiles, or other digital geographic datasets,
the citation should reflect the provider of the data and any associated
metadata. These often come with specific licensing or usage agreements that
might also be relevant to note, though not always strictly part of the
bibliographic citation itself.

A citation for GIS data might include:

Creator/Agency. Title of Dataset. Version or date of data.
Publisher/Distributor. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL or DOI.

For instance:
City of Chicago. Chicago Building Footprints. Version 2022. City of Chicago
Data Portal. Accessed August 1, 2023.
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Buildings/Building-Footprints/wrvz-azpr.

The Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is preferred when available, as it
provides a persistent link that is less likely to break over time than a
standard URL.

Special Considerations for Cartographic
References

Beyond the standard elements, several specialized aspects of cartographic
references deserve attention. These can include the surveying method,
projection used, and the specific historical context of a map. Understanding
these nuances enhances the precision of your citations and demonstrates a
deeper engagement with the material.

For historical maps, the absence of modern publication details can make
citation challenging. In such cases, focusing on the most reliable
identifying information available is key.

Historical Maps

Citing historical maps often involves dealing with unique challenges, such as
the lack of clear publication dates, unknown cartographers, or maps found
within archival collections. The goal remains to provide the most identifying
information possible.



When citing a historical map, consider:

Cartographer (if known), or responsible body. Title of Map. Date of
Creation or Estimated Date. Source where the map is found (e.g.,
archive, library collection name, publication). Location information
(e.g., shelf mark, item number).

An example might be:
Homann, Johann Baptist. Mappa Geographica Americae Septentrionalis. Ad Usum
studiosae juventutis adornata. c. 1750. Library of Congress, Geography and
Map Division, G3300 1750 .H6.

Here, the "c." before the date signifies "circa" or "around," acknowledging
the estimation.

Maps in Different Projections

While not always a mandatory element for every citation, mentioning the map
projection can be critically important for academic work that analyzes
spatial data or historical geographic representations. Different projections
distort the Earth's surface in unique ways, impacting how areas, distances,
and directions are perceived.

If the projection is a significant aspect of your analysis or readily
available on the map, you might include it after the title. For example:

Smith, Jane. World Oceans. Mercator Projection. Scale 1:40,000,000. New York:
Global Cartography Press, 2018.

This detail is particularly relevant in fields like geography, history, and
urban planning where spatial accuracy and representation are paramount.

Best Practices for Clarity and Consistency

Maintaining clarity and consistency in your citations is as important as
adhering to the specific rules. This not only makes your bibliography easier
to read and use but also reflects a professional approach to academic work.
Apply the same citation style meticulously throughout your entire document.

Double-checking your references against the Chicago Manual of Style or
reliable online guides is a wise practice. When in doubt, it is always better
to provide more information than less, as long as it is accurate and
relevant.

In conclusion, effectively citing geographic maps in Chicago style requires a
blend of attention to detail, an understanding of cartographic elements, and
adherence to established stylistic guidelines. By mastering the components of
map citations for both printed and digital resources, and by considering
special circumstances, researchers can ensure their work is both academically
sound and easily verifiable, honoring the creators of these vital visual
tools.



FAQ: Chicago Style Referencing Geographic Maps

Q: What is the most important information to include
when citing a printed map in Chicago style?
A: The most important information for a printed map citation includes the
author or creator (if known), the full title of the map, the publisher, the
place of publication, the date of publication, and the map's scale. These
elements collectively identify the specific cartographic work.

Q: How do I cite a map found within a book or atlas
using Chicago style?
A: When citing a map within a larger work, you cite the map itself first,
then indicate its inclusion within the larger work. The format typically
includes the map's title, followed by its page numbers, and then the
bibliographic details of the book or atlas (title, publisher, place, date).

Q: What is the difference between citing a printed
map and a digital map in Chicago style?
A: For printed maps, physical characteristics like scale are crucial. For
digital maps, the key differences involve providing a URL or DOI (Digital
Object Identifier) and the date of access, as these resources can be dynamic
and change over time. The creator and title remain essential for both.

Q: Should I include the map projection in my Chicago
style citation?
A: Including the map projection is not always mandatory but is highly
recommended if it is relevant to your research or if the projection
significantly impacts the map's representation. It adds a layer of technical
detail that can be crucial for academic analysis.

Q: What if I cannot find a specific author or
publisher for a map?
A: If an author or publisher is not clearly indicated, use the name of the
surveying body, government agency, or the institution responsible for its
creation or dissemination. If no such entity is identifiable, you may begin
the citation with the title of the map, ensuring all other available
identifying information is present.

Q: How do I cite a map that I found online through a
general search engine, like Google Maps?
A: For interactive web maps like Google Maps, you should cite the
organization that provides the service (e.g., Google), the specific map
service or page title, the date you accessed it, and the URL. Be as specific



as possible about the location or view you are referencing, if applicable.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a DOI when citing digital
maps?
A: Yes, using a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is highly encouraged for
digital maps and datasets when available. DOIs provide a persistent and
stable link to the resource, which is more reliable than a standard URL that
might change or become inactive.

Q: How should I handle maps from archives or special
collections in my Chicago style bibliography?
A: When citing maps from archives or special collections, provide as much
identifying information as possible, including the cartographer (if known),
title, date of creation, the name of the archive or collection, and any
accession numbers or shelf marks that uniquely identify the item within that
collection.
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