
chicago style referencing edited books
Mastering Chicago Style Referencing for Edited Books: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style referencing edited books is a fundamental skill for students,
researchers, and writers navigating academic and scholarly publishing. Unlike
citing a monograph, referencing an edited volume introduces complexities due
to multiple authors contributing chapters, and a dedicated editor or editors
overseeing the collection. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of properly citing these multifaceted works, ensuring accuracy
and adherence to Chicago's distinct requirements. We will explore the nuances
of both the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, covering
how to cite the entire book, individual chapters, and essential elements like
editors, translators, and publication details. By understanding these
principles, you can confidently present your sources and enhance the
credibility of your own work, making your research both robust and ethically
sound.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely used style
guides in academic and professional writing, particularly in the humanities
and social sciences. It offers two distinct systems for citation: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Each system serves a
different purpose and is preferred in different academic disciplines.
Understanding the fundamental differences and applications of these systems
is the first step toward mastering Chicago style referencing for edited
books.

The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources
within the text, with a comprehensive bibliography appearing at the end of
the work. This system is favored for its ability to provide detailed
contextual information directly within the notes, allowing readers to delve
deeper into sources without disrupting the flow of the main text. The Author-
Date system, conversely, uses parenthetical citations in the text, consisting
of the author's last name and the year of publication, linked to a reference



list at the end. This system is often preferred in scientific and social
science fields for its conciseness.

Core Components of Chicago Style Referencing

Before delving into specific citation formats, it's crucial to identify the
key pieces of information required for accurately referencing any source,
especially edited books. For edited volumes, these components take on added
significance due to the collaborative nature of their creation.

Essential Bibliographic Information

Regardless of the specific citation system used, certain core pieces of
information are indispensable for creating a complete and accurate
bibliographic entry. These elements help readers locate the source material
readily.

The name(s) of the editor(s).

The title of the edited book.

The publication information, including the city of publication,
publisher, and year of publication.

If citing a specific chapter, the title of that chapter and the page
numbers it spans.

For translated works, the name of the translator.

For reprinted works, the original publication date.

Distinguishing Editors from Authors

A key distinction when referencing edited books is clearly identifying who
the editor is versus who the author of a particular chapter is. The editor is
responsible for compiling the collection, selecting the essays or chapters,
and often writing an introduction or preface. The authors are the individuals
who have written the individual pieces within the volume. Misattributing
these roles can lead to significant citation errors.



Citing the Entire Edited Book

When you wish to cite the edited book as a whole, rather than a specific
contribution within it, the format differs slightly from citing a work by a
single author. The focus shifts to the editor(s) and the overall volume.

Notes-Bibliography System: Entire Book

In the Notes-Bibliography system, the entry in the bibliography for an entire
edited book will place the editor's name(s) first, followed by the title and
publication details. The editor’s name is typically presented in the order of
first name, last name, followed by a comma and "ed." or "eds." for multiple
editors.

For example:

Smith, John, ed. The Evolution of Modern Thought. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2021.

Jones, Mary, and David Lee, eds. Contemporary Issues in Philosophy. New
York: Oxford University Press, 2020.

In-text notes will also clearly identify the editor and the work.

Author-Date System: Entire Book

When using the Author-Date system for an entire edited book, the citation
typically begins with the editor's last name, followed by the year of
publication in parentheses. The full entry in the reference list will
resemble the bibliography entry in the Notes-Bibliography system, but the
editor's name will be alphabetized by their last name, and the year will be
placed directly after the name.

For example:

Smith, John, ed. 2021. The Evolution of Modern Thought. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Jones, Mary, and David Lee, eds. 2020. Contemporary Issues in
Philosophy. New York: Oxford University Press.

The in-text citation will appear as (Smith 2021) or (Jones and Lee 2020).



Citing a Specific Chapter in an Edited Book

This is perhaps the most common scenario when referencing edited books. When
you are using material from a particular chapter, you need to cite both the
author of that chapter and the edited volume it belongs to. The structure of
this citation is critical to give credit to the chapter author and provide
readers with precise location details.

Notes-Bibliography System: Chapter Citation

When citing a chapter in the Notes-Bibliography system, the citation format
in the note begins with the chapter author's name, followed by the chapter
title, then the title of the edited book, the editor(s), and finally the
publication details. The book title is typically italicized, and the chapter
title is enclosed in quotation marks.

For example:

First Note: Jane Doe, "The Impact of Technology on Education," in The
Future of Learning, ed. John Smith, 45-62 (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2021).

Subsequent Note (if identical to first): Doe, "The Impact of Technology
on Education."

The corresponding bibliography entry will mirror this structure but will be
alphabetized by the chapter author’s last name.

Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Technology on Education." In The Future of
Learning, edited by John Smith, 45-62. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2021.

Author-Date System: Chapter Citation

In the Author-Date system, citing a specific chapter involves providing the
chapter author's last name and the year of publication in the in-text
citation. The reference list entry will include the chapter author, chapter
title, the word "in," followed by the editor(s) and the book title,
publication details, and the page range of the chapter. The year is placed
after the editor's name.

For example:

In-text citation: (Doe 2021, 52)



Reference list entry:

Doe, Jane. 2021. "The Impact of Technology on Education." In The Future
of Learning, edited by John Smith, 45-62. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

Navigating Common Scenarios in Chicago Style
Referencing Edited Books

Edited books can present various unique situations that require specific
citation approaches. Understanding these common complexities ensures
comprehensive and accurate referencing.

Works with Translators

When an edited book includes translated chapters or is itself a translation
of a work with multiple contributors, the translator's role must be
acknowledged. In the Notes-Bibliography system, the translator is typically
mentioned after the book title or chapter title, often introduced by "trans."

For a chapter:

Maria Rossi, "Renaissance Art and Patronage," in Italian Cultural
History, ed. Giovanni Bianchi, trans. Eleanor Vance, 112-135 (Florence:
Florentine Press, 2019).

In the Author-Date system, the translator is also included in the reference
list entry.

Rossi, Maria. 2019. "Renaissance Art and Patronage." In Italian Cultural
History, edited by Giovanni Bianchi, translated by Eleanor Vance,
112-135. Florence: Florentine Press.

Multiple Editors

When an edited book has more than one editor, their names should be listed in
the order they appear on the title page. In the Notes-Bibliography system,
the first editor's name is in normal order, and subsequent editors' names are
reversed (first name, last name). In the Author-Date system, all editors'
names are listed in normal order for the reference list entry.



Reprinted or Revised Editions

If you are citing an edition of an edited book that has been reprinted or
revised, it is essential to include the original publication date alongside
the current publication information. This provides context about the work's
history and potential differences between editions.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Edited Books

The Notes-Bibliography system, with its emphasis on detailed in-text notes,
offers a robust method for citing edited books. This system is particularly
useful when extensive source commentary or direct engagement with multiple
contributors' ideas is central to the argument.

Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while
endnotes are collected at the end of the document. Both serve the same
purpose: to provide source information for a specific point in the text. The
first full citation in a note is comprehensive, while subsequent citations to
the same source can be shortened.

For a chapter (first note):

1. Maria Rossi, "Renaissance Art and Patronage," in Italian Cultural
History, ed. Giovanni Bianchi, trans. Eleanor Vance, 112-135 (Florence:
Florentine Press, 2019).

For a chapter (subsequent note):

2. Rossi, "Renaissance Art and Patronage," 120.

The Bibliography

The bibliography, or reference list, at the end of the document provides a
complete alphabetical list of all sources cited. For edited books, entries
are alphabetized by the last name of the chapter author when citing a
specific chapter. If the entire book is cited, it's alphabetized by the first
editor's last name.

Bibliography entry for a chapter:



Rossi, Maria. "Renaissance Art and Patronage." In Italian Cultural
History, edited by Giovanni Bianchi, translated by Eleanor Vance,
112-135. Florence: Florentine Press, 2019.

Bibliography entry for the entire book:

Bianchi, Giovanni, ed. Italian Cultural History. Florence: Florentine
Press, 2019.

The Author-Date System for Edited Books

The Author-Date system prioritizes author and date for in-text citations,
making it a streamlined approach for disciplines that emphasize the
chronology and attribution of research. The focus is on quick identification
of the source within the text.

In-Text Citations

In-text citations in the Author-Date system are parenthetical and include the
author's last name and the year of publication, followed by a comma and the
page number(s) if a direct quote or specific information is being referenced.

For a chapter:

(Doe 2021, 52)

If citing the entire book:

(Smith 2021)

The Reference List

The reference list, at the end of the document, contains full bibliographic
information for all sources cited. Entries are alphabetized by the last name
of the author of the chapter being cited. For the entire edited book, it's
alphabetized by the first editor's last name.

Reference list entry for a chapter:

Doe, Jane. 2021. "The Impact of Technology on Education." In The Future



of Learning, edited by John Smith, 45-62. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

Reference list entry for the entire book:

Smith, John, ed. 2021. The Future of Learning. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago
Style Referencing Edited Books

Navigating the complexities of referencing edited books can lead to common
errors if not approached with care. Adhering to best practices ensures
accuracy and academic integrity.

Ensuring Accurate Author and Editor Attribution

One of the most frequent mistakes is conflating the author of a chapter with
the editor of the book. Always double-check who wrote the specific piece you
are citing and who compiled the volume. Incorrect attribution undermines the
clarity of your citations.

Correctly Formatting Titles

Pay close attention to Chicago's rules for italicizing book titles and
enclosing chapter titles in quotation marks. Consistency in formatting is
paramount for a professional presentation.

Verifying Publication Details

Ensure that all publication details, including city, publisher, and year, are
accurate and complete. This information is vital for readers trying to locate
the source. When citing older works or translations, note any relevant
original publication dates.



Consistency in Citation Style

The most critical best practice is to maintain absolute consistency in
whichever Chicago style system you choose (Notes-Bibliography or Author-
Date). Mixing elements from both systems or inconsistently applying the rules
will detract from the credibility of your work.

Utilizing Style Guides and Resources

Refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive
guidance. Online resources and citation management tools can also be helpful,
but always cross-reference with the official manual to confirm accuracy for
edited book references.

By meticulously attending to these details, you can confidently and
accurately cite Chicago style referencing edited books, thereby strengthening
your research and upholding scholarly standards. The ability to correctly
cite diverse source types, like contributions within edited volumes, is a
hallmark of sophisticated academic writing.

---

FAQ: Chicago Style Referencing Edited Books

Q: How do I cite an edited book if I'm referring to
the entire work, not a specific chapter, using the
Notes-Bibliography system?
A: When citing the entire edited book in the Notes-Bibliography system for
your bibliography, you begin with the editor's name (First Last, ed.),
followed by the italicized book title, the city of publication, the
publisher, and the year of publication. For example: Smith, John, ed. The
History of Art Movements. New York: Oxford University Press, 2022.

Q: What is the difference in citing an editor's name
in a note versus the bibliography in the Notes-
Bibliography system?
A: In the note, the editor's name appears as First Last, ed. In the
bibliography, the name is reversed: Last, First, ed. This reversal is
standard for entries in bibliographies in the Notes-Bibliography system.



Q: When using the Author-Date system, how do I cite
a specific chapter from an edited book in my
reference list?
A: In the Author-Date system's reference list, you list the chapter author
first (Last, First), followed by the year in parentheses. Then comes the
chapter title in quotation marks, followed by "In," the editor(s) (ed. or
eds.), the italicized book title, and the publication details, including the
page range of the chapter. For example: Doe, Jane. 2023. "Theories of
Governance." In Political Science Today, edited by Robert Green, 75-98.
London: Penguin Books.

Q: How should I handle multiple editors when citing
an edited book in Chicago style?
A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, in the note, list the first editor in
normal order (First Last) and subsequent editors in normal order as well
(First Last). In the bibliography, the first editor's name is reversed (Last,
First), followed by "and" and the second editor's name in normal order (First
Last). If there are three or more editors, list the first editor reversed and
then use "et al." after their name. For the Author-Date system, list all
editors in normal order in the reference list, separated by commas and "and."

Q: What if the edited book has a translator? How do
I include them in the citation?
A: If the edited book or a specific chapter within it is translated, you
should include the translator's name. In the Notes-Bibliography system, the
translator is usually indicated by "trans." after the editor(s) and before
the publication details. In the Author-Date system, the translator is
included in the reference list entry, typically after the editor(s) and
before the book title.

Q: Can I use "et al." when citing multiple editors
in the Notes-Bibliography system?
A: Yes, in the Notes-Bibliography system's bibliography, if there are three
or more editors, you can list the first editor's name (reversed: Last, First)
followed by "et al." For notes, the practice can vary; consult the latest
edition of the CMOS for specific guidance on note citations with multiple
editors. However, for chapter authors, "et al." is generally not used for
more than two authors in either system unless specified by the publisher.



Q: How do I cite an introduction or preface written
by the editor of an edited book?
A: If the editor also wrote the introduction or preface, you would cite that
piece under the editor's name, similar to citing a chapter, but using the
title of the introduction or preface. For example, in the Notes-Bibliography
system's bibliography: Green, Robert. "Introduction." In Political Science
Today, edited by Robert Green, i-vii. London: Penguin Books, 2023. The page
numbers for introductions are typically in Roman numerals.

Q: Is there a difference in citing a chapter if the
author is the same as the editor?
A: Yes. If an editor also contributes a chapter under their own name, they
are cited as the author of that chapter, and the editor role is noted
separately. For example, a bibliography entry might look like: Green, Robert.
"The Evolution of Democracy." In Political Science Today, edited by Robert
Green, 150-175. London: Penguin Books, 2023. The chapter title and author are
primary, and the editor role is secondary in this context.
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