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Title: Mastering Chicago Style Quoting from Articles: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction
chicago style quoting from articles is a fundamental skill for academic and professional writing, ensuring
proper attribution and preventing plagiarism. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of
citing various types of articles using the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), covering both its Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. We will explore the essential components of a Chicago-
style citation for articles, including how to format information for different sources like journal articles,
magazine articles, and newspaper articles. Understanding these nuances is crucial for researchers, students,
and writers aiming for clarity, credibility, and adherence to scholarly standards. This article will equip you
with the knowledge to accurately present your sources, enhancing the authority and integrity of your
work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers two primary systems for
citation: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Both systems aim to provide clear and
consistent attribution for sources. The Notes-Bibliography system is more common in the humanities, using
footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system, favored
in the social sciences and some natural sciences, uses parenthetical author-date citations within the text and
a reference list at the end. Choosing the appropriate system typically depends on the specific requirements
of your institution, publication, or professor.

This manual provides detailed guidelines for virtually every aspect of writing and publishing, from
grammar and punctuation to manuscript preparation and citation. When it comes to quoting from articles,
Chicago style demands meticulous attention to detail to ensure that readers can easily locate the original
source material. Accuracy in formatting is paramount, as even minor deviations can lead to confusion or be
perceived as a lack of scholarly rigor.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Articles
In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through superscript numbers that
correspond to either footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the document. For the
first mention of a source, a full note is typically required, providing complete bibliographic information.
Subsequent mentions of the same source use a shortened note format. The bibliography, appearing at the
end of the work, lists all cited sources alphabetically.

When citing articles using this system, the goal is to provide enough information in the notes for the
reader to identify the specific article and its publication. The bibliography then offers a comprehensive list
for further consultation. This system is particularly useful for works where extensive source material is
being discussed and where detailed explanatory notes are beneficial.

Footnotes and Endnotes
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page, while endnotes are collected at the end of the chapter or the
entire document. Both serve the same purpose: to provide in-text citations and supplementary information
without disrupting the flow of the main text. For Chicago style quoting from articles, the first note for an
article typically includes the author's name (first name then last name), the title of the article in quotation
marks, the title of the journal or magazine in italics, the volume and issue numbers, the publication date,
and page numbers.

Subsequent notes for the same source are abbreviated, usually including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the specific page number being referenced. This distinction between the first and subsequent
notes is crucial for maintaining conciseness while still providing clear attribution.



The Bibliography
The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the text. For articles, the bibliography entry
generally follows a similar structure to the full note but with a slight reordering. The author's last name
comes first, followed by their first name, then the article title in quotation marks, the journal or magazine
title in italics, volume and issue information, publication date, and finally, the page range of the entire
article.

The Author-Date System for Articles
The Author-Date system offers a more concise in-text citation method, relying on parenthetical references
that include the author's last name and the year of publication. These in-text citations direct the reader to a
full reference list at the end of the document, which provides complete bibliographic details for each
source. This system is favored for its efficiency in academic writing where quick source verification is
essential.

When using the Author-Date system for quoting from articles, the in-text parenthetical citation is critical.
It typically looks like (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). The reference list then mirrors the
structure of the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system but is alphabetized by author's last name
and includes all the necessary details for locating the article.

In-Text Parenthetical Citations
The primary purpose of the in-text parenthetical citation in the Author-Date system is to direct the reader
to the corresponding entry in the reference list. For articles, this typically involves the author's last name
and the year of publication. If you are quoting directly, you must also include the specific page number
where the quote appears.

For example, a direct quote might be cited as (Smith 2020, 45). If you are paraphrasing or summarizing, the
page number is often optional but recommended for clarity, especially in longer works.

The Reference List
The reference list in the Author-Date system is an alphabetical compilation of all sources used in the paper.
Each entry provides the full bibliographic details necessary to locate the source. For articles, this includes
the author's last name and first initial or name, the year of publication in parentheses, the article title, the
journal or magazine title in italics, and publication details such as volume, issue, and page numbers.



Citing Journal Articles
Journal articles are a common source in academic research and require specific formatting in Chicago style.
Whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, the core information remains
consistent, but its presentation differs. Accurate citation ensures your readers can find the exact journal
article you referenced.

Journal Articles in the Notes-Bibliography System
For a journal article in a note, the format is typically:
1. Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date):
Page Number(s).

In the bibliography, it would be:
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date):
Page Range.

Journal Articles in the Author-Date System
For a journal article in the Author-Date system, the reference list entry is:
Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume(Issue): Page Range.

The in-text citation would be (Author Last Name Year, Page Number).

Citing Magazine Articles
Magazine articles, while similar to journal articles, often have less formal publication information and are
typically published more frequently. The Chicago style guidelines for magazines reflect these differences.

Magazine Articles in the Notes-Bibliography System
A note for a magazine article would generally look like this:
1. Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Magazine, Publication Date, Page Number(s).

The bibliography entry would be:
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Magazine, Publication Date. Page Number(s).



Magazine Articles in the Author-Date System
In the Author-Date system, the reference list entry for a magazine article is:
Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Magazine, Publication Date. Page
Number(s).

The in-text citation is (Author Last Name Year, Page Number).

Citing Newspaper Articles
Newspaper articles are considered ephemeral sources and require precise dating and location information.
The Chicago style emphasizes clarity in identifying the specific edition and section of the newspaper.

Newspaper Articles in the Notes-Bibliography System
A note for a newspaper article might appear as:
1. Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Name of Newspaper, Publication Date, Edition (if
applicable), Page Number(s).

The bibliography entry would be:
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of Newspaper, Publication Date.

Newspaper Articles in the Author-Date System
For the Author-Date system, the reference list entry is:
Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Name of Newspaper, Publication Date.

The in-text citation would be (Author Last Name Year, Page Number).

Key Elements of Chicago Style Article Citations
Regardless of the specific type of article or citation system used, several key elements are consistently
required for accurate Chicago style quoting from articles. These components ensure that the source can be
unequivocally identified.

Author(s): Full name(s) of the author(s).

Article Title: The precise title of the article, enclosed in quotation marks.



Publication Title: The name of the journal, magazine, or newspaper, italicized.

Publication Date: The date the article was published, including month and day for magazines and
newspapers.

Volume and Issue Numbers: Essential for journal articles, indicating the specific publication run.

Page Numbers: The page or range of pages where the article appears.

Paying close attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the use of italics and quotation marks is as crucial as
including the correct information.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them
Many writers encounter challenges when mastering Chicago style quoting from articles. Recognizing
these common pitfalls can significantly improve accuracy and confidence.

Inconsistent Formatting
One of the most frequent errors is inconsistent application of formatting rules across different citations.
Ensure you are applying the same style consistently for all journal articles, magazine articles, and
newspaper articles.

Incorrect Punctuation
Commas, periods, and colons play a vital role in Chicago style. For example, a comma usually separates the
author's name from the article title, and a period typically ends the citation. Double-check your punctuation
meticulously.

Missing or Incorrect Page Numbers
When quoting directly, failing to include the exact page number is a significant omission. Even for
paraphrased material, including page numbers can enhance clarity and is often required.

Confusing Journal and Magazine Titles
Ensure you correctly italicize journal titles and put article titles in quotation marks, distinguishing them
from magazine titles where the same convention applies.



Improper Handling of Author Names
In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first name precedes the last name in notes, but the last name
precedes the first name in the bibliography. In the Author-Date system, the last name always comes first.

Putting It All Together: Examples
To solidify your understanding of Chicago style quoting from articles, let's look at some concrete examples.
These examples demonstrate the correct formatting for both citation systems.

Example: Journal Article (Notes-Bibliography System)
Note:
1. Jane Doe, "The Impact of Social Media on Teenagers," Journal of Adolescent Psychology 35, no. 2 (Spring
2021): 115.

Bibliography:
Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Social Media on Teenagers." Journal of Adolescent Psychology 35, no. 2 (Spring
2021): 110–125.

Example: Magazine Article (Author-Date System)
Reference List:
Smith, John. 2022. "Exploring the Great Outdoors." National Geographic, July 2022.

In-Text Citation:
(Smith 2022, 56)

Example: Newspaper Article (Notes-Bibliography System)
Note:
2. Robert Johnson, "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws," The Chicago Tribune, October 26, 2023, sec.
A.

Bibliography:
Johnson, Robert. "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws." The Chicago Tribune, October 26, 2023.

Mastering Chicago style quoting from articles is an ongoing process that requires practice and attention to
detail. By understanding the fundamental principles and practicing with various source types, writers can
produce credible and well-supported work that adheres to the highest academic standards.



---

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style Quoting from
Articles

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems in Chicago style when quoting from articles?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The Notes-Bibliography system uses
footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical author-date citations within the
text. Both systems have a corresponding list of sources at the end of the work (bibliography or reference
list, respectively).

Q: How do I cite an article with no author in Chicago style?
A: If an article has no author, you begin the citation with the title of the article. In the Notes-Bibliography
system, the title comes first in both the note and bibliography. In the Author-Date system, the title begins
the reference list entry, and the in-text citation would use a shortened version of the title if no author is
available.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a journal article with multiple authors
in Chicago style?
A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, list all authors' full names in the first note (First Last and First Last).
In the bibliography, list the first author's last name first, followed by their first name, then "and" followed
by the second author's full name (First Last and First Last). For more than two authors, generally list the
first author followed by et al. in both notes and bibliography after the first mention, but check the latest
CMOS edition for specific guidelines on handling numerous authors. In the Author-Date system, list all
authors in the reference list entry and in-text citation as per CMOS guidelines for multiple authors, often
using "et al." for more than two or three authors in the in-text citation.

Q: Do I need to include the DOI for online journal articles when using
Chicago style?
A: Yes, it is highly recommended to include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) for online journal articles
when available. It provides a stable, permanent link to the article. The DOI is typically placed at the end of
the citation in both the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system.



Q: How do I format the title of a magazine article versus a journal article
in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, the titles of both journal articles and magazine articles are enclosed in quotation marks.
The titles of the publications themselves (the journal or magazine) are italicized.

Q: What is the difference in page number citation between a direct quote
and a paraphrase in Chicago style?
A: For direct quotes, you must include the specific page number(s) where the quote appears in the citation.
For paraphrases or summaries, page numbers are generally optional but highly recommended for clarity,
especially in longer works, to help readers locate the discussed ideas.

Q: How do I cite a newspaper article that is published online versus in
print?
A: The core information remains similar, but for online newspaper articles, you would typically include
the URL or DOI at the end of the citation if available. The publication date is crucial for both. The format
for the publication title remains italicized, and the article title is in quotation marks.

Q: When should I use a shortened note in the Notes-Bibliography system
for an article?
A: After the first full note for a specific article has been provided, you can use a shortened note for
subsequent references to that same article. This shortened note typically includes the author's last name, a
shortened title of the article, and the specific page number being cited.
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