
chicago style political science footnotes
The Chicago Manual of Style, widely recognized for its meticulous approach to academic writing,
sets specific standards for referencing, and when it comes to political science research,
understanding Chicago style political science footnotes is paramount for academic integrity and
scholarly communication. These footnotes serve as the backbone of rigorous argumentation,
allowing readers to trace sources, verify claims, and engage critically with the presented research.
This comprehensive guide delves deep into the intricacies of crafting accurate and effective Chicago
style political science footnotes, covering essential elements, common citation scenarios, and best
practices that are indispensable for students and scholars in the field. We will explore the
fundamental components of a footnote, differentiate between footnotes and endnotes, and provide
detailed examples for various source types prevalent in political science literature, from journal
articles and books to government documents and online resources. Mastering these nuances ensures
your work adheres to scholarly conventions and enhances its credibility within the discipline.
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Understanding the Purpose of Chicago Style Political
Science Footnotes

Chicago style political science footnotes are more than just a formatting requirement; they are
fundamental tools that underpin the credibility and transparency of academic research in political
science. Their primary function is to attribute all borrowed ideas, data, and direct quotations to their
original sources, thereby acknowledging the intellectual contributions of others and avoiding
plagiarism. This attribution is crucial for building trust with your readership, allowing them to
independently verify your findings and explore the scholarly conversation surrounding your topic.

Beyond simple attribution, footnotes provide readers with immediate access to the context and
origin of specific claims or arguments. This can be particularly important in political science, where
nuanced interpretations of texts, policy documents, or historical events are common. A well-crafted
footnote can offer supplementary information, clarifications, or even brief digressions that might
disrupt the flow of the main text but are nonetheless valuable for a complete understanding of the
research. They demonstrate the depth of your research and your engagement with the existing body
of knowledge, signaling a commitment to scholarly rigor.



Core Components of a Chicago Style Footnote

A Chicago style political science footnote, in its most basic form, comprises essential bibliographic
information that allows a reader to locate the cited source. While the exact format can vary slightly
depending on the source type, a typical footnote includes the author's name, the title of the work,
and publication details such as the city of publication, publisher, and year. Crucially, it also includes
specific locational information, such as the page number(s) from which the information was drawn.

The initial citation of a source in a footnote is generally more detailed than subsequent citations. The
first time a source is mentioned, all necessary bibliographic information is provided. For subsequent
references to the same source within the same paper, a shortened form is typically used. This
shortened form usually includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if the title is
long), and the relevant page number. This system ensures conciseness without sacrificing clarity or
the ability for the reader to identify the source.

Author and Title Information

The author's name is always presented with the first name first in a footnote citation (e.g., John
Smith), unlike in a bibliography where the last name typically comes first. The title of the book or
article is italicized, while the titles of shorter works like journal articles or chapters within edited
volumes are enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction is a key element of Chicago style and helps
readers quickly identify the nature of the cited work.

Publication Details and Page Numbers

Publication details, including the place of publication, publisher, and year, are essential for books
and provide context for when and where a work was made available. For articles, the journal title,
volume, issue number, and publication year are critical. The most important piece of locational
information for a footnote is the page number. This precisely directs the reader to the exact location
of the referenced material within the source, which is vital for scholarly research and verification.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Political Science

In Chicago style, scholars often have the choice between using footnotes or endnotes. While both
serve the same fundamental purpose of providing citations, their placement within the document
differs significantly. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made,
offering immediate context for the reader without diverting their attention from the main text for
extended periods.

Endnotes, conversely, are compiled at the end of the paper, chapter, or book, preceding the
bibliography. This placement can lead to a more uncluttered main text but requires the reader to



turn to the back of the document to consult the citation. For political science papers, especially
those with extensive referencing or complex arguments, the choice between footnotes and endnotes
can impact the reader's experience and the overall flow of the argument. Many academic disciplines,
including political science, have a preference, and it's crucial to adhere to the specific guidelines
provided by your institution or publisher.

Advantages of Using Footnotes

The primary advantage of using Chicago style political science footnotes is their immediacy. When a
reader encounters a numbered reference in the text, they can simply glance down to the bottom of
the page to find the source details. This seamless integration allows for uninterrupted reading and
comprehension of the main argument. Footnotes are particularly useful for providing brief
explanations or additional context that does not fit naturally within the body of the text.

Considerations for Endnotes

Endnotes can be beneficial for authors who prefer to keep the main body of their text as clean as
possible, free from the visual interruption of footnote markers and the footnote text itself. They also
consolidate all citation information in one place, which can be convenient for some readers.
However, the need to flip to the end of the document can be a drawback, potentially breaking the
reader's focus and making it more cumbersome to cross-reference information.

Citing Primary Sources in Chicago Style Footnotes

Primary sources are the bedrock of much political science research, including government
documents, speeches, historical texts, interviews, and original datasets. Properly citing these
sources in Chicago style political science footnotes is essential for demonstrating the empirical
foundation of your arguments. The format for primary sources can vary widely depending on the
nature of the document.

For official government documents, such as legislative acts, court decisions, or executive orders, it is
crucial to include specific identifying information. This often involves the name of the legislative
body or court, the session or date, and the official citation if available (e.g., Public Law number, U.S.
Reports citation). For speeches or interviews, the speaker, the title of the speech (if any), the date it
was delivered or conducted, and the location are important. If the source is unpublished, information
about its archival location should be included.

Government Publications

Citing government publications requires attention to detail regarding the issuing agency, the title of
the report or document, and its publication date. For instance, a footnote for a United Nations report



might look like this: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division,
World Population Prospects 2022 (New York: United Nations, 2022), 55. The specific format will
depend on whether it's a report, a bill, or a congressional hearing, but the principle of clear
attribution remains.

Speeches and Interviews

When referencing a speech, the author, title, date, and location are key. For example, a footnote for
a presidential speech might be: Barack Obama, "State of the Union Address," January 20, 2015,
White House Archives, Washington, D.C. For interviews, you would list the interviewee, the
interviewer (if relevant), the date the interview was conducted, and the format (e.g., personal
interview, recorded interview). If it's a published interview, you would cite it as a published work.

Citing Secondary Sources in Chicago Style Footnotes

Secondary sources, such as scholarly books and journal articles, are vital for framing your research
within existing theoretical debates and empirical findings. Chicago style political science footnotes
provide clear and consistent methods for citing these works, ensuring that your readers can easily
find and consult the scholarly literature you have engaged with. The process involves accurately
capturing author, title, and publication information, along with specific page numbers.

When citing a book for the first time, a footnote will typically include the author's full name, the
italicized title, the place of publication, publisher, year, and the specific page number(s). Subsequent
citations of the same book are shortened, usually including the author's last name, a truncated title
(if necessary), and the page number. For journal articles, the author's name, the article title in
quotation marks, the journal title in italics, volume and issue numbers, year, and page numbers are
required.

Citing Books

A full footnote for a book might appear as: Robert D. Putnam, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and
Revival of American Community (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000), 45. For a subsequent citation
of the same book: Putnam, Bowling Alone, 78. The specific edition is also important if it differs from
the first.

Citing Journal Articles

A first-time citation of a journal article would look like this: Lijun Chen and Zhongzhen Liu, "The
Rise of the East Asian Regionalism: Implications for Global Governance," Journal of East Asian
Studies 12, no. 2 (2012): 187. Subsequent citations would be shortened: Chen and Liu, "Rise of East
Asian Regionalism," 190.



Handling Specific Source Types in Political Science
Footnotes

Political science research often draws upon a diverse array of sources beyond standard books and
articles. Accurately documenting these varied materials using Chicago style political science
footnotes is crucial for maintaining scholarly rigor. This includes citing resources like edited book
chapters, dissertations, conference papers, and online materials, each with its own specific citation
conventions.

For chapters in edited volumes, you need to cite both the chapter author and the editors of the book.
Dissertations and theses require specific information about the institution and year of defense.
Conference papers, particularly those that are unpublished, need details about the conference name,
location, and date. Online sources, while increasingly common, demand careful attention to ensure
they are stable and citable, including URLs and access dates.

Edited Book Chapters

When citing a chapter within an edited book, the footnote should begin with the chapter author's
name, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks. Then, list the editors' names (preceded by
"ed." or "eds.") and the italicized book title, along with publication details and the page numbers for
the chapter. For example: Martha Finnemore, "Defining Security," in States, Power, and Security:
Interdisciplinary Perspectives, ed. Michael E. Brown and Sean M. Lynn-Jones (Cambridge, MA: MIT
Press, 2001), 79-94.

Online Resources and Websites

Citing online resources requires diligence. For websites, include the author or organization
responsible, the title of the specific page or document, the website name, and the most recent
publication or update date available. Crucially, you must also provide the URL and the date you
accessed the material. For example: U.S. Census Bureau, "U.S. Population Projections," accessed
May 15, 2023, https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2023/demo/popproj/2023.html.

Dissertations and Theses

When citing a dissertation or thesis, the author's name, the dissertation title (in quotation marks),
the degree pursued (e.g., PhD dissertation, MA thesis), the university, and the year of completion
are necessary. If it has been published or is available through a database like ProQuest, that
information should also be included. Example: Emily S. Rosenberg, "The Politics of Economic
Development in Post-Colonial Africa" (PhD diss., University of California, Berkeley, 1985), 112.



Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style
Political Science Footnotes

Q: What is the fundamental difference between a footnote and
an endnote in Chicago style for political science papers?
A: The fundamental difference lies in their placement. Footnotes are located at the bottom of the
page where the reference is made in the text, while endnotes are compiled together at the end of the
document, typically before the bibliography. Both serve to provide citations and supplementary
information.

Q: How do I format a shortened citation for a source I've
already cited in Chicago style political science footnotes?
A: For subsequent citations of the same source, you use a shortened form. This typically includes the
author's last name, a brief version of the title (if it's long and there are multiple works by the same
author), and the specific page number. For example: Putnam, Bowling Alone, 78.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a government report in
Chicago style political science footnotes?
A: Citing government reports involves providing the name of the issuing agency, the title of the
report (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year, followed by the page
number. For example: National Science Foundation, Science and Engineering Indicators 2022
(Arlington, VA: National Science Foundation, 2022), 35.

Q: Do I need to include URLs and access dates for all online
sources in Chicago style political science footnotes?
A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often required to include the URL and the date you accessed
the material for online sources in Chicago style political science footnotes. This is because online
content can change or be removed, and the access date helps readers locate the specific version you
consulted.

Q: How do I cite an edited book chapter when using Chicago
style political science footnotes?
A: To cite an edited book chapter, you begin with the chapter author's name, followed by the chapter
title in quotation marks. Then, you list the editors' names (preceded by "ed." or "eds."), the italicized
book title, publication details, and the page range for the chapter.



Q: Should I italicize the title of a journal article or the name of
the journal in Chicago style political science footnotes?
A: In Chicago style, the title of a journal article is placed in quotation marks, while the name of the
journal itself is italicized. For example: John Smith, "An Analysis of Voting Patterns," Political
Science Quarterly 55, no. 1 (2010): 20.
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