
chicago style political science footnotes
citations
chicago style political science footnotes citations serve as the bedrock of academic integrity
and scholarly communication within the discipline. Mastering this citation style is not merely about
adhering to formatting rules; it's about demonstrating a deep understanding of how to properly
attribute sources, engage with existing scholarship, and build a robust argument. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of Chicago style footnotes and bibliography for
political science research, covering everything from the fundamental components of a citation to
common pitfalls and best practices. We will explore the specific requirements for citing various
types of sources, the nuances of note formatting, and the critical role these citations play in
establishing credibility and facilitating further research for scholars and students alike.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely used and respected style guides in
academia, particularly prevalent in the humanities and social sciences, including political science. It
offers two primary systems for citation: the author-date system and the notes-bibliography system.
For political science research, the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes
for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work, is the dominant
preference.

This system allows for more detailed commentary and explanation within the notes themselves,
which can be particularly useful in political science where nuanced arguments and contextual
information are often crucial. The flexibility of the notes system permits scholars to intersperse
substantive discussions with source attribution, enriching the reader's experience and the author's
argumentative depth. Understanding the core principles of CMOS is the first step toward effectively
implementing its citation conventions.

The Purpose of Footnotes and Endnotes in Political
Science



In political science, footnotes and endnotes serve multiple critical functions that extend beyond
simple source attribution. They are essential tools for academic rigor, allowing authors to provide
readers with direct access to the original sources upon which their arguments are built. This
transparency is vital for verifying claims, assessing the evidence, and enabling other scholars to
build upon or critique the presented research.

Beyond attribution, footnotes offer a space for supplementary information that might otherwise
disrupt the flow of the main text. This can include tangential but relevant discussions, definitions of
key terms, acknowledgments of assistance, or brief methodological clarifications. In essence,
footnotes enhance the reader's comprehension and engagement with the complex ideas often
explored in political science scholarship, fostering a more robust intellectual exchange.

Enhancing Argumentative Depth
Footnotes allow political scientists to present a more nuanced and detailed argument without
overwhelming the reader in the main body of the text. They can be used to provide background
information that supports a claim, to elaborate on a theoretical concept, or to offer a
counterargument that has been considered and addressed. This layered approach to argumentation
strengthens the author's position and demonstrates a thorough engagement with the relevant
literature.

Providing Context and Definitions
Political science often deals with complex concepts, historical events, and specific terminology.
Footnotes are invaluable for providing concise definitions or brief historical context that might not
be essential for every reader but is crucial for a complete understanding of the argument. This
ensures that the core text remains focused and accessible while still offering the necessary depth for
those who require it.

Acknowledging Influence and Collaboration
The academic pursuit is rarely a solitary endeavor. Footnotes and endnotes are also the conventional
place to acknowledge intellectual debts to other scholars, express gratitude to individuals or
institutions that provided support, or note any limitations or disclaimers related to the research. This
practice upholds academic ethics and fosters a collegial scholarly environment.

Constructing Chicago Style Footnotes: A Detailed
Breakdown

Crafting accurate Chicago style footnotes requires careful attention to detail, ensuring that each
element of the citation is presented in the correct order and format. The core principle is to provide
enough information for a reader to locate the source independently. While the content of a footnote
varies based on the source type, the general structure follows a predictable pattern.



The first time a source is cited in a footnote, a full citation is typically provided. Subsequent citations
of the same source are then shortened, often using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
page number. This practice streamlines the notes section while still maintaining clarity.
Understanding these nuances is key to producing polished and professional academic work.

Essential Components of a Footnote
A Chicago style footnote generally includes the following components:

Author's first and last name

Title of the work (italicized for books and pamphlets, in quotation marks for articles and
chapters)

Publication information (city of publication, publisher, year of publication for books; journal
title and volume/issue for articles)

Specific page number(s) referenced

First vs. Subsequent Citations
The distinction between the first and subsequent citations of a source in Chicago style is crucial:

First Citation: This provides the complete bibliographic information necessary for the reader
to find the source. For example: John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1971), 150.

Subsequent Citations: For sources already fully cited, a shortened form is used. This
typically includes the author's last name, a condensed version of the title, and the specific
page number. For instance: Rawls, A Theory of Justice, 210.

Ibid.: When citing the immediately preceding source again, the Latin term "ibid." (short for
ibidem, meaning "in the same place") can be used, followed by the page number if different.
For example: Ibid., 35. If the page number is the same, just "Ibid." is sufficient.

Citations for Key Political Science Source Types

Political science research draws from a diverse range of sources, and Chicago style provides specific
guidelines for citing each type. Accuracy in these details is paramount for maintaining academic
credibility and allowing for easy source verification.



Books
Citing a book in a footnote involves the author's name, the title, publication details, and the specific
page number. For example:

Full Note: Robert D. Putnam, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American
Community (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000), 123.

Subsequent Note: Putnam, Bowling Alone, 155.

Journal Articles
Journal articles require citing the author, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers,
publication year, and page numbers. For example:

Full Note: Francis Fukuyama, "The End of History?" The National Interest, no. 16 (Summer
1989): 18.

Subsequent Note: Fukuyama, "The End of History?", 22.

Chapters in Edited Books
When citing a chapter within an edited volume, you must credit both the chapter author and the
editor(s) of the book. For example:

Full Note: Martha Nussbaum, "The Use of Political Philosophy," in The Cambridge Companion
to Political Philosophy, ed. Christopher Kelly (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004),
10.

Subsequent Note: Nussbaum, "The Use of Political Philosophy," 15.

Government Documents and Reports
Citing government documents can be complex due to varying formats. Generally, include the issuing
agency, title, date, and specific page numbers. For example:

Full Note: United States, Congressional Budget Office, The Budget and Economic Outlook:
2023 to 2033, February 2023, 78.

Subsequent Note: CBO, The Budget and Economic Outlook, 92.



Websites and Online Sources
Citing online sources requires a URL and often a retrieval date. Be sure to include as much
information as is available about the author, title, and publication of the content.

Full Note: World Health Organization, "Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic," accessed
November 15, 2023, https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019.

Subsequent Note: World Health Organization, "Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic."

Navigating the Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography is a crucial component of a Chicago style paper, providing a complete alphabetical
list of all sources consulted and cited in the text. Unlike footnotes, which are numbered sequentially
and appear at the bottom of the page (or end of the document), the bibliography is a single,
consolidated list presented at the end of the paper.

The primary difference between a footnote and its corresponding bibliography entry lies in the
author's name. In the bibliography, the author's last name is listed first, followed by their first name,
allowing for alphabetical sorting. The purpose of the bibliography is to offer a comprehensive
resource for readers who wish to explore the cited works further, serving as a gateway to the
scholarly conversation.

Structure of Bibliography Entries
Bibliography entries generally mirror the information in the first footnote citation but are formatted
differently. For books, the order is typically:

Author's last name, first name. Title of Book. Place of publication: Publisher, Year of
publication.

For journal articles:

Author's last name, first name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
range.

Alphabetical Order and Formatting
All entries in the bibliography must be arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last name. If
multiple works by the same author are cited, they are listed chronologically by publication year, with
earlier works appearing first. Consistency in formatting, including indentation (hanging indents are



common) and punctuation, is essential for a professional presentation.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style
Citation

While Chicago style offers clear guidelines, several common challenges can arise for political science
researchers. Understanding these potential pitfalls and knowing how to navigate them can save
considerable time and prevent errors.

Inconsistent Application of Rules
One of the most frequent issues is the inconsistent application of formatting rules, such as the use of
italics versus quotation marks, or variations in punctuation. The solution lies in meticulous
proofreading and cross-referencing with a current edition of the Chicago Manual of Style or reliable
online resources dedicated to CMOS.

Citing Unusual or Non-Traditional Sources
Political science research may involve citing less conventional materials like interviews, unpublished
manuscripts, or data sets. For these, it's crucial to identify the closest analogous source type in the
CMOS guidelines and adapt the format accordingly, providing all necessary identifying information.

Managing a Large Number of Citations
For extensive research projects, managing numerous footnotes and bibliography entries can be
overwhelming. Utilizing citation management software, such as Zotero or Mendeley, can automate
much of this process, though it still requires careful review and occasional manual adjustments to
ensure perfect adherence to Chicago style.

Distinguishing Between Note and Bibliography Forms
The subtle but important difference between note and bibliography forms, particularly regarding
author names and punctuation, often leads to errors. A careful review of example entries for both
formats is the best way to internalize these distinctions.

Best Practices for Political Science Footnotes and
Citations

Adhering to Chicago style for political science footnotes and citations is more than just following a



set of rules; it's about cultivating good scholarly habits. Implementing these best practices will
enhance the quality and credibility of your research.

Consult the Latest Edition: Always refer to the most recent edition of the Chicago Manual of
Style, as rules and conventions can evolve.

Be Consistent: Once you choose a format for a particular element (e.g., how to abbreviate
states), apply it consistently throughout your entire document.

Prioritize Clarity: The ultimate goal of any citation system is to provide clear and
unambiguous information. If a specific rule seems to create confusion, err on the side of
providing more detail.

Proofread Meticulously: Errors in citations can undermine the credibility of your work.
Proofread your footnotes and bibliography carefully, ideally more than once.

Use Citation Management Tools Wisely: While helpful, these tools are not foolproof.
Always double-check the generated citations against your style guide.

Understand the "Why": Knowing the purpose behind each citation element—author, title,
publisher, date, page—helps in constructing accurate entries even for unusual sources.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes and
endnotes in Chicago style for political science papers?
A: The primary difference is their location. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or paper. Both
serve the same citation purpose within the notes-bibliography system.

Q: When should I use "Ibid." in my Chicago style footnotes?
A: You should use "Ibid." (short for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") when referring to the
immediately preceding footnote. If the page number is the same, just "Ibid." is used. If the page
number differs, you would use "Ibid." followed by the new page number.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found through a database, like
JSTOR, using Chicago style?
A: When citing a source accessed through a database like JSTOR, you generally cite it as you would
a print journal article or book. However, if the online version differs significantly from a print
version, or if the print version is unavailable, you should include the database name and the DOI or



URL.

Q: What is the correct way to abbreviate publication locations
in Chicago style footnotes and bibliographies?
A: Standard abbreviations are used for some well-known cities (e.g., N.Y. for New York, Chi. for
Chicago). However, it is generally best practice to spell out the full city name unless it is a very
commonly abbreviated location or a specific publisher's preference dictates otherwise. Always
consult the CMOS for specific abbreviations.

Q: How do I cite a quotation that spans multiple pages in
Chicago style?
A: When citing a quotation that spans multiple pages, you can indicate the range of pages consulted.
For example, if a quote is taken from pages 55-57, you would cite it as (p. 55-57). If the quote itself
is very long, it might be presented as a block quote in the main text, and the citation would follow,
referencing the starting page number.

Q: Can I use short titles in my Chicago style footnotes even for
the first citation if it is very long?
A: No, for the first citation of a source, the full title must be provided in Chicago style. Shortened
titles are only permitted for subsequent citations once the source has been fully identified.

Q: What are the key differences in formatting between a
footnote and a bibliography entry for the same source?
A: The most significant difference is the order of the author's name: in footnotes, it's "First Name
Last Name," while in bibliographies, it's "Last Name, First Name." Additionally, punctuation and the
presence of publication details can vary slightly, with bibliographies often using a period after the
author's name, whereas footnotes might use a comma.
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