chicago style political science
endnotes

chicago style political science endnotes serve as the bedrock of academic
integrity and rigorous scholarship within the discipline. This comprehensive
guide delves into the intricacies of properly formatting and utilizing
endnotes according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), specifically as
applied to political science research. Understanding these conventions is
crucial for accurately attributing sources, supporting arguments with
credible evidence, and enabling readers to easily locate and verify the
information presented. We will explore the fundamental principles of endnote
creation, the specific requirements for citing various types of political
science sources, and the common pitfalls to avoid, ensuring your research
adheres to the highest academic standards.
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The Purpose and Importance of Endnotes in
Political Science

Endnotes, particularly those formatted in the Chicago style, are
indispensable tools for political science scholars. They provide a mechanism
for acknowledging the intellectual debts owed to previous research, thereby
preventing plagiarism and demonstrating the author's engagement with the
existing academic literature. In political science, where arguments often
hinge on nuanced interpretations of complex data, policy documents, and
historical events, precise citation is paramount for building a persuasive
case.

Beyond mere attribution, endnotes offer readers a roadmap to the sources that
inform the author's analysis. This transparency is vital for fostering
critical engagement and allowing for independent verification of claims. For
political science research, which frequently engages with sensitive or



contested topics, the ability for readers to trace the origin of every
assertion is a cornerstone of credible scholarship. The Chicago style's
detailed approach ensures that this traceability is maintained, even when
dealing with a wide array of source materials.

Understanding Chicago Style Endnotes: Core
Principles

The fundamental principle behind Chicago style endnotes is to provide a
complete and consistent citation for every piece of information or idea
borrowed from another source. This means that whenever you quote directly,
paraphrase, summarize, or reference a specific idea or data point that is not
common knowledge, an endnote is required. The system is designed to be
unobtrusive in the main text, allowing the narrative to flow smoothly, while
providing detailed bibliographic information in a collected format at the end
of the document.

A key aspect of Chicago style is its flexibility, offering two primary
citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system.
For political science, the Notes-Bibliography system, which utilizes numbered
endnotes (or footnotes), is particularly prevalent. This system requires a
full citation the first time a source is referenced in the endnotes, followed
by shortened citations for subsequent references to the same source. This
approach strikes a balance between providing comprehensive source information
and avoiding excessive repetition.

Formatting Chicago Style Political Science
Endnotes

The physical presentation of Chicago style endnotes is as important as their
content. Each endnote is typically preceded by a superscript number in the
text that corresponds to a numbered entry in the endnote section at the end
of the paper or book. The endnote section itself should be clearly titled,
usually as "Endnotes." The numbering should be sequential and should not
restart on different pages.

The first time a source is cited, the endnote contains a full bibliographic
entry. Subsequent citations of the same source use a shortened form. This
shortened form typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version
of the title, and the page number(s). For example, a first citation might be
a complete book entry, while a second citation to the same book would be
something like "Smith, Theories of Governance , 45." This system ensures
clarity and efficiency for both the writer and the reader, especially in
extensive political science works.



The Structure of a First-Time Endnote Citation

When citing a source for the first time in Chicago style endnotes, the entry
must be comprehensive. This typically includes the author's first and last
name, the full title of the work (italicized), and publication details such
as the place of publication, publisher, and year. For journal articles, it
includes the article title, journal name, volume, issue, date, and specific
page numbers. For edited volumes, it includes the editor's name, the chapter
title, and the book's publication details.

For example, a book citation would look like this: “1. John Smith, Theories
of Governance (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 15.° A journal
article citation would appear as: 2. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Democracy,"
Journal of Political Science 45, no. 3 (2019): 112." The use of commas,
periods, and italics follows specific rules to ensure consistency and
readability within the Chicago Manual of Style.

Subsequent Endnote Citations

After the initial full citation, any subsequent references to the same source
are abbreviated. This shortened form allows readers to quickly identify the
source without needing to re-read the full bibliographic details. The
standard format for subsequent citations includes the author's last name, a
shortened title of the work (italicized), and the specific page number(s)
being referenced.

For instance, if you cited John Smith's book previously, a subsequent
reference to the same work would be formatted as: "3. Smith, Theories of
Governance, 88." If you are citing a different work by the same author, you
would use a more distinct shortened title to avoid confusion, or if the
subsequent citation is immediately after the first, "Ibid." (meaning "in the
same place") followed by the new page number can be used, though this is
becoming less common in favor of the shortened form for clarity across longer
texts.

Citing Specific Political Science Sources in
Endnotes

Political science research often draws from a diverse range of materials,
including academic books, journal articles, government reports, policy
briefs, speeches, interviews, and online resources. Each type of source
requires specific formatting within the Chicago style endnote system to
ensure accuracy and clarity.

Citing Books and Book Chapters

Citing books in Chicago style endnotes requires full bibliographic



information on the first mention. This includes the author's full name, the
title of the book in italics, and the publication details (city, publisher,
year). For book chapters in edited volumes, you would include the chapter
author, chapter title, the editor(s), the book title in italics, and the full
publication details of the book.

Example of a book citation:

e "4, Michael Sandel, Justice: What's the Right Thing to Do? (New York:
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009), 50.°

Example of a book chapter citation:

e '5. Martha Nussbaum, "The Capabilities Approach," in The Oxford Handbook
of Political Philosophy, ed. John Gray and Christina Rawls (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2010), 210-225.°

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple of political science literature. The Chicago
style citation for a journal article includes the author's full name, the
article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the volume
and issue number, the date of publication, and the specific page range for
the article, followed by the page number(s) being referenced in the endnote.

Example of a journal article citation:

e '6. Francis Fukuyama, "The End of History and the Last Man," The
National Interest, no. 16 (Summer 1989): 3-18.°

Citing Government Documents and Reports

Government documents and reports are crucial for empirical political science
research. When citing these, it's important to identify the issuing agency,
the title of the document (often in italics), and the publication details. If
an author is named, include them; otherwise, the agency often serves as the
author. Specific document numbers or report numbers should also be included
if available.

Example of a government report citation:

e 7. United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, World
Economic and Social Survey 2020: Global Economic Governance (New York:
United Nations, 2020), 45-47.°



Common Challenges and Best Practices for
Political Science Endnotes

Navigating the nuances of Chicago style endnotes can present challenges,
especially for novice researchers in political science. One common difficulty
is consistently applying the rules across a wide variety of source types and
ensuring accuracy in every detail. Keeping meticulous records of sources as
they are consulted is a best practice that can mitigate many of these issues.

Another frequent challenge involves managing extensive bibliographies and
ensuring that shortened citations are clear and unambiguous. When in doubt,
erring on the side of providing more information in a shortened citation is
often preferable to risking confusion for the reader. Familiarity with the
latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style is also essential, as citation
conventions can evolve.

Maintaining Consistency and Accuracy

The key to mastering Chicago style endnotes is unwavering consistency and
meticulous attention to detail. Ensure that every citation adheres strictly
to the specified format, including punctuation, capitalization, and the use
of italics and quotation marks. Minor errors can detract from the
professionalism of your work and may lead readers to question the overall
rigor of your research.

A good strategy is to create a template for each type of source you use
frequently, such as books and journal articles, and to double-check each
entry against this template. Proofreading your endnotes carefully, ideally
with a fresh set of eyes, is also a critical step in maintaining accuracy.

Dealing with Online and Digital Sources

The digital age has introduced a proliferation of online sources, from
websites and blogs to digital archives and social media. Citing these in
Chicago style requires careful consideration of what information is available
and relevant. For websites, include the author (if any), the title of the
specific page or document, the website name, and the URL. Crucially, include
the date of access, as online content can change or disappear.

Example of a website citation:

e "8. "The Future of Global Governance," Brookings Institution, accessed
September 15, 2023,
https://www.brookings.edu/global-governance-future/."

When citing online journal articles or e-books that are simply digital
versions of print materials, you typically cite them as you would their print
counterparts, often including the URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if



available and if the CMOS guidelines recommend it for that specific context.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Political
Science Research

While this guide focuses on endnotes, it's important to acknowledge the
existence and usage of footnotes. Both are part of the Notes-Bibliography
system in Chicago style. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page on which
the citation number appears, whereas endnotes are collected at the end of the
text, chapter, or entire work.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often a matter of publisher
preference or authorial style. For longer academic works like dissertations
or books, endnotes are generally preferred as they keep the main text cleaner
and avoid disrupting the reading flow with notes at the bottom of pages. For
shorter papers or articles, footnotes can be more convenient for readers as
they can see the citation immediately without turning to the end. In
political science, both are acceptable, but consistency within a single
document is paramount.

The diligent application of Chicago style political science endnotes is not
merely a stylistic requirement; it is an ethical imperative and a fundamental
component of sound academic practice. By adhering to these detailed
guidelines, political science scholars can ensure the clarity, credibility,
and impact of their research, fostering a more informed and engaged
intellectual discourse within the discipline and beyond.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary purpose of using Chicago
style endnotes in political science papers?

A: The primary purpose of using Chicago style endnotes in political science
papers is to accurately attribute all borrowed ideas, quotations, and data to
their original sources, thereby preventing plagiarism. They also allow
readers to easily locate and verify the information presented, enhancing the
credibility and transparency of the research.

Q: How does the first citation of a source in
Chicago style endnotes differ from subsequent
citations?

A: The first citation of a source in Chicago style endnotes is a full
bibliographic entry, providing complete details about the author, title,
publisher, and publication date. Subsequent citations use a shortened format,
typically including the author's last name, a shortened title of the work,
and the specific page number(s) being referenced, making the endnotes more



concise.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing online
political science resources in Chicago style
endnotes?

A: Yes, Chicago style has specific rules for online resources. These
typically include the author (if known), the title of the page or document,
the website name, the URL, and the date of access. This is crucial because
online content can be ephemeral.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style, and which is preferred in
political science?

A: Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation number
occurs in the text, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document.
For longer political science works like books or dissertations, endnotes are
generally preferred for readability. For shorter papers, footnotes may be
used. The key is consistency.

Q: How should a political science researcher handle
citing multiple works by the same author in Chicago
style endnotes?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author, the shortened title used in
subsequent endnote citations becomes even more critical. It must be
sufficiently distinct to clearly identify which of the author's works is
being referenced, preventing confusion for the reader.

Q: Is it necessary to cite common knowledge in
Chicago style political science endnotes?

A: No, it is not necessary to cite information that is considered common
knowledge within the field of political science. Common knowledge refers to
facts or ideas that are widely known and accessible to the intended audience
without requiring specific attribution. However, if there is any doubt, it is
always safer to cite the source.
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