
chicago style parenthetical citation for
scholarly citation
The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected guide for academic and professional writing, and its
system of parenthetical citation for scholarly citation is a cornerstone of proper academic integrity.
Mastering this citation style ensures that your research is attributed correctly, allowing readers to
easily locate your sources and lending credibility to your own arguments. This article will provide a
comprehensive overview of the Chicago style parenthetical citation method, covering its fundamental
principles, common source types, and best practices for seamless integration into your scholarly
work. We will delve into the intricacies of in-text citations, explore how to format them for various
media, and discuss the crucial relationship between parenthetical citations and the bibliography.
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Understanding Chicago Style Parenthetical Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. This article focuses on the author-date system, which utilizes parenthetical
citations inserted directly into the text, followed by a reference list at the end of the document. This
approach is particularly common in the social sciences and natural sciences, providing a concise
method for referencing sources without disrupting the flow of prose with extensive footnotes or
endnotes.

The fundamental purpose of any citation system, including Chicago style parenthetical citation, is to
acknowledge the intellectual property of others. It prevents plagiarism, allows readers to verify your
information and explore your sources further, and demonstrates your engagement with existing
scholarship. A well-executed parenthetical citation system is a hallmark of rigorous academic
research.

Key Components of a Parenthetical Citation



A typical Chicago style parenthetical citation for scholarly citation includes two essential pieces of
information: the author's last name and the page number where the information can be found. This
concise format allows readers to quickly identify the source and the specific location of the cited
material. The author's name indicates who is responsible for the idea or information, while the page
number pinpoints the exact spot within the source.

The general format for a parenthetical citation is (Author Last Name Page Number). For instance, if
you are citing information from a book by John Smith on page 45, the citation would appear as (Smith
45). This direct inclusion within the sentence, either at the end of a clause or after a quote, is the
defining characteristic of this author-date system. It’s crucial to remember that punctuation, such as
periods and commas, generally follows the closing parenthesis.

Variations for Multiple Authors

When a source has multiple authors, the parenthetical citation will be adjusted accordingly. For two
authors, both last names are included, separated by "and." For example, a citation might look like
(Smith and Jones 78). If there are three or more authors, the citation typically includes only the first
author's last name followed by "et al." (an abbreviation for the Latin term "and others"). This
convention saves space and keeps the parenthetical citation from becoming overly cumbersome. An
example would be (Miller et al. 112).

Handling Works with No Author

In cases where a work lacks an author, such as an anonymous pamphlet or a government report, the
parenthetical citation will instead use a shortened version of the title of the work. The title should be
italicized if it is a book or journal, or enclosed in quotation marks if it is an article or chapter. For
example, if you are citing a report titled "The State of Urban Education," the citation might be ("State
of Urban Education" 15). This ensures that the reader can still identify the source even without an
author's name.

Citing Different Source Types in Chicago Style

The principles of Chicago style parenthetical citation remain consistent across different types of
sources, but the specific information included in the citation and, more importantly, in the
corresponding bibliography entry will vary. Understanding these distinctions is vital for accurate
academic referencing.

Books

For books, the parenthetical citation will typically include the author's last name and the page
number. If you are citing an entire work without reference to a specific page, you may omit the page



number, though this is less common in scholarly writing where specific evidence is usually being
drawn. When constructing your bibliography, you will provide more detailed information, including the
author, title, publisher, and publication year.

For example, if citing a passage from a book by Emily Carter published by University Press in 2022, a
parenthetical citation might be (Carter 189). The corresponding bibliography entry would be more
elaborate.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles using Chicago style parenthetical citation involves the author's last name and
the page number. If the article is part of a larger issue with continuous pagination, the page number
is straightforward. However, for journals that paginate each issue separately, you might need to
include the issue number in your bibliography entry, but typically not in the parenthetical citation
itself. The focus remains on the author and the specific location of the information within the article.

A parenthetical citation for a journal article by David Lee might appear as (Lee 34). The bibliography
entry will include the author, article title, journal title, volume number, issue number, and page range
of the article.

Websites

Citing online sources requires careful consideration. When possible, use the author's last name. If no
author is listed, use a shortened version of the website's title. For web pages, page numbers are often
not applicable. In such cases, the Chicago style manual suggests using paragraph numbers or section
headings if they are clearly indicated on the page. If neither is available, you may simply cite the
author or title without a page reference, but this should be used sparingly, as it can make it difficult
for readers to locate the specific information.

For instance, if a webpage is authored by "The History Society," a citation might be (The History
Society). If there is no author, you might use (Museum of Modern Art). It is essential to provide as
much identifying information as possible in the bibliography entry to aid readers.

Other Common Sources

Chicago style parenthetical citation extends to a variety of other sources, including:

Edited volumes: Cite the editor's name if citing an introduction or preface, or the chapter
author's name if citing a specific chapter.

Newspaper articles: Use the author's last name and date, or if no author, the newspaper name
and date.



Interviews: Cite the interviewee's last name and the date of the interview, or a specific
transcript page number if available.

Dissertations and theses: Cite the author's last name and the page number, similar to a book.

Each of these source types has specific formatting requirements for the bibliography, but the
parenthetical citation generally prioritizes the author and the location of the information.

Integrating Parenthetical Citations into Your Text

The placement of parenthetical citations within your text is crucial for clarity and grammatical
correctness. Generally, a citation should be placed as close as possible to the information it supports,
typically at the end of the sentence or clause containing the borrowed material.

When quoting directly, the parenthetical citation usually follows the quotation marks and precedes
the final punctuation of the sentence. For example: "The impact of the industrial revolution was
profound" (Green 78). If the citation refers to the entire sentence, it can be placed at the end of the
sentence before the period: The study found significant correlations between socioeconomic status
and educational attainment (Roberts 112).

When to Use Parenthetical Citations

Parenthetical citations are required whenever you:

Quote directly from a source.

Paraphrase or summarize information from a source.

Refer to specific ideas, theories, or data presented by an author.

Incorporate visual material, such as charts or images, that originated from a source.

Essentially, any time you are using information that is not your own original thought or common
knowledge, it must be attributed through a parenthetical citation. Failing to do so constitutes
plagiarism.

Avoiding Common Errors in Chicago Style Parenthetical



Citation

Several common mistakes can undermine the effectiveness of your Chicago style parenthetical
citations. One frequent error is inconsistent citation practices; ensure you are applying the chosen
author-date system uniformly throughout your document.

Another pitfall is the omission of page numbers when they are necessary. While some sources might
not have page numbers, for most academic materials like books and articles, they are essential for
allowing readers to locate the cited information. Additionally, incorrect formatting of author names or
titles, especially when dealing with multiple authors or works without authors, can lead to confusion.
Always double-check the Chicago Manual of Style for precise guidelines on these nuances.

The Role of the Bibliography in Chicago Style

The parenthetical citations in the author-date system work in tandem with a comprehensive
bibliography. The bibliography, typically titled "Bibliography" or "Works Cited," appears at the end of
your paper and provides full publication details for every source cited in the text. Each parenthetical
citation should correspond to an entry in the bibliography, and vice-versa.

The bibliography entry allows readers to find the complete source and understand its context. It
includes information such as the author's full name, the title of the work, publication details
(publisher, year, journal volume and issue), and website URLs or DOI numbers for online sources. This
complete record ensures full transparency and academic honesty.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Parenthetical Citation

To ensure your Chicago style parenthetical citations are accurate and effective, adhere to these best
practices. Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most current and
detailed guidelines, as rules can be updated.

Maintain a consistent format for all your citations and bibliography entries. Proofread meticulously for
any errors in author names, titles, page numbers, or punctuation. When in doubt about a specific
citation scenario, it is always better to err on the side of providing more information rather than less.
Familiarize yourself with the nuances of citing different media, such as e-books and online databases,
which may have unique formatting requirements.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in Chicago
Style?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources, with a full bibliography
at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations within the text, followed by a
reference list at the end.

Q: When should I use "et al." in my Chicago style
parenthetical citations?
A: You should use "et al." in your parenthetical citations when a source has three or more authors. It
is placed after the first author's last name, followed by the page number.

Q: What do I do if a source I am citing has no author listed?
A: If a source has no author, use a shortened version of the title of the work in your parenthetical
citation. Italicize book titles and put article titles in quotation marks.

Q: Is it ever acceptable to omit the page number from a
Chicago style parenthetical citation?
A: Omitting the page number is generally not recommended for scholarly citation when referring to
specific information. It is typically used only when referencing an entire work, which is less common in
detailed academic writing.

Q: How do I cite a website without an author or page numbers
in Chicago style?
A: If a website has no author, use a shortened title. If page numbers are unavailable, you can
sometimes use paragraph numbers or section headings if clearly indicated. If not, cite only the author
or title without a page reference, but ensure the bibliography entry is very clear.

Q: Should the parenthetical citation come before or after the
punctuation?
A: In most cases, the parenthetical citation for direct quotes comes after the quotation marks and
before the sentence's final punctuation. For paraphrased information, it typically comes at the end of
the sentence before the final punctuation.

Q: How does the Chicago style parenthetical citation relate to



the bibliography?
A: The parenthetical citation serves as a brief identifier in the text, directing the reader to the full
bibliographic entry at the end of the document. Every parenthetical citation must have a
corresponding entry in the bibliography, and vice versa.

Q: What are the benefits of using the author-date system for
scholarly citation?
A: The author-date system offers a concise way to cite sources, interrupting the flow of text less than
extensive notes. It is often preferred in fields where frequent referencing is necessary, such as the
sciences and social sciences.
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