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Mastering Chicago Style Parenthetical Citation for Your Literature Review

chicago style parenthetical citation for literature review is a fundamental skill for any academic researcher
aiming for clarity, credibility, and adherence to scholarly standards. Navigating the intricacies of in-text
citations, especially within the expansive context of a literature review, can seem daunting, but
understanding its principles is crucial for effectively attributing sources and demonstrating your
engagement with existing scholarship. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process, covering
everything from the basic format of parenthetical citations to specific scenarios encountered when
compiling a thorough literature review. We will explore how to correctly integrate author-date citations,
handle multiple authors, cite secondary sources, and adapt the style for different types of literature. By
mastering these elements, you will enhance the professionalism and impact of your academic work.
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Understanding the Fundamentals of Chicago Style Parenthetical
Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. For literature reviews, the author-date system is often preferred due to its
directness and ease of integration within the text. This system emphasizes placing key source information
directly within the prose, allowing readers to quickly identify the origin of ideas and data being discussed.



It’s designed to be unobtrusive yet informative, supporting the flow of your arguments without disrupting
it.

The core principle of Chicago style parenthetical citation for literature review is to provide enough
information in the text to guide the reader to the corresponding full citation in a reference list at the end of
your paper. This avoids excessive footnotes or endnotes, which can sometimes interrupt the reading
experience in a longer piece like a literature review. The goal is to ensure that every piece of borrowed
information, whether it's a direct quote, a paraphrase, or a summary of an idea, is properly attributed.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Parenthetical Citation

Regardless of the specific source, a Chicago style parenthetical citation in the author-date system generally
includes two primary pieces of information: the author's last name and the year of publication. These
elements are enclosed in parentheses and placed at the end of the sentence or clause containing the
borrowed material. The inclusion of these elements allows for swift identification of the source.

Author's Last Name

The author's last name is the most crucial identifier in the parenthetical citation. It directly links the cited
information back to the specific work. For instance, if you are referencing research by Smith, the citation
would begin with "Smith." If there are multiple authors, specific rules apply, which will be detailed later.

Year of Publication

The year of publication is equally vital, especially when reviewing a body of literature that may include
multiple works by the same author or works published in different years. Including the year helps readers
distinguish between different editions or works from different periods, which is particularly important for
tracking the evolution of thought within a research area.

Page Numbers for Direct Quotations

When you use a direct quotation, it is imperative to include the page number (or page range) where the
quote can be found. This allows readers to locate the exact wording in the original source. For example, a
citation for a direct quote might look like (Smith 2020, 45). This level of specificity is a hallmark of rigorous
academic citation practices.



Author-Date System vs. Notes-Bibliography System

While both systems are part of the Chicago Manual of Style, their application differs significantly, especially
in academic writing such as literature reviews. Understanding the distinction is key to choosing the
appropriate method for your specific assignment or publication venue.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system, as discussed, relies on in-text parenthetical citations consisting of the author's last
name and the year of publication. This is supplemented by a reference list at the end of the paper, which
provides complete bibliographic details for each cited source. This system is frequently adopted in the social
sciences and natural sciences.

The Notes-Bibliography System

In contrast, the notes-bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text that correspond to footnotes
or endnotes. These notes contain the citation information. A bibliography, similar to a reference list, is also
provided at the end of the paper. This system is common in the humanities. While a literature review can
technically be written using either system, the prompt specifically focuses on the parenthetical citation
aspect, which is characteristic of the author-date system.

Parenthetical Citations in the Context of a Literature Review

A literature review is a synthesis and evaluation of existing scholarly work on a particular topic. Effective
parenthetical citation is crucial for demonstrating your understanding of the field, avoiding plagiarism, and
guiding your readers through the complex landscape of research you have explored.

Integrating Citations within Prose

The most common way to use Chicago style parenthetical citation for literature review is to embed it
directly within your sentences. You can introduce the author's name naturally in your prose, followed by
the year in parentheses. For example: "Smith (2020) argued that..." or "Recent studies suggest a correlation
(Jones 2021)." When quoting directly, include the page number: "The phenomenon was described as
'unprecedented' (Brown 2019, 78)."



Handling Multiple Works by the Same Author

When a literature review discusses several works by the same author published in the same year, it’s
essential to differentiate them. In the author-date system, this is done by adding lowercase letters to the
year in both the in-text citations and the corresponding reference list entries. For instance, (Garcia 2022a)
and (Garcia 2022b).

Citing Works with Multiple Authors

Citing works with multiple authors requires adherence to specific guidelines to maintain clarity and
conciseness. The rules vary based on the number of authors.

Two Authors: List both last names connected by "and." Example: (Davis and Miller 2018).

Three or More Authors: For three or more authors, cite only the first author's last name followed by
"et al." (an abbreviation of et alia, meaning "and others"). Example: (Williams et al. 2023). This is
standard practice to prevent overly long parenthetical citations.

Citing Indirect Sources (Sources Cited in Another Source)

Occasionally, you may encounter a source that is cited within another source you are reading. In such cases,
Chicago style parenthetical citation for literature review recommends citing the original work but
indicating that you accessed it through a secondary source. The format typically involves the original
author and year, followed by "as cited in" and the author and year of the secondary source.

For example: (Miller 1999, as cited in Chen 2021, 112). This clearly shows that you did not read Miller's
original work but encountered their ideas through Chen's publication. In your reference list, you would
only list Chen's work, as that is the source you consulted.

Citing Different Types of Sources in a Literature Review

A literature review will often incorporate a diverse range of sources, each requiring specific citation
formatting within the parenthetical system.



Journal Articles

Journal articles are a cornerstone of most literature reviews. The standard author-date parenthetical citation
is (AuthorLastName Year). If quoting directly, include the page number: (AuthorLastName Year,
PageNumber).

Books

Citing books follows the same principle: (AuthorLastName Year). For direct quotes, page numbers are
mandatory: (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber).

Book Chapters

When citing a chapter within an edited book, the parenthetical citation still typically focuses on the author
of the chapter and the year of publication for the entire book. Example: (ChapterAuthorLastName Year).
The full reference list entry will then specify the chapter author, chapter title, book editor(s), book title,
and publication details.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online resources can be more challenging due to the absence of traditional publication details. If an
author and a publication date are available, use them: (AuthorLastName Year). If only an author is available,
use the author's name and the most specific date possible, often the copyright year: (AuthorLastName 2023).
If no author is identifiable, you can use the organization's name or the title of the work as the author. When
no date is available, use (n.d.) for "no date": (OrganizationName n.d.) or (TitleOfWork n.d.).

Handling Common Citation Challenges

Navigating Chicago style parenthetical citation for literature review can present unique challenges,
especially when dealing with complex sources or specific academic conventions.



Works with No Author

If a work lacks an identifiable author, you should use the title of the work in place of the author's name. If
the title is long, you can use a shortened version in the parenthetical citation. For example, if the full title is
"The Impact of Climate Change on Urban Ecosystems," you might cite it as ("Climate Change" 2021, 34).

Works with No Date

As mentioned, when a publication date is unavailable, the abbreviation (n.d.) is used. This is essential for
indicating that the publication date could not be determined. For example: (Historical Society n.d.).

Corporate Authors

When an organization, corporation, or government agency is the author of a work, use its name as the
author in the parenthetical citation. Example: (National Institutes of Health 2019). If the organization's name
is very long, you may be permitted to use a widely recognized abbreviation after its first full mention, as
long as it is defined in your reference list.

Best Practices for Integrating Citations Seamlessly

Effective integration of Chicago style parenthetical citation for literature review goes beyond simply
placing parentheses at the end of sentences. It involves making your citations a natural and flowing part of
your academic prose.

Vary Your Phrasing

Avoid repetitive sentence structures. Instead of always saying "Smith argues..." or "As per Jones...", try
different constructions. You can state the author and year in various positions within the sentence or
integrate the citation more fluidly. For instance: "The findings presented by Garcia (2022) indicate a
significant trend."



Introduce Sources Explicitly

When introducing a new source, especially a key one for your literature review, it's often helpful to
provide a brief context for the author or the work. This helps readers understand the significance of the
source being cited.

Ensure Consistency

The most critical aspect of citation is consistency. Whichever approach you take to integrating your
parenthetical citations, ensure you apply it uniformly throughout your entire literature review.
Inconsistency can undermine your credibility and distract your readers. Double-check every citation
against your reference list.

Proofread Carefully

Typos and errors in citations can lead to misattribution or make it impossible for readers to find your
sources. Always proofread your work meticulously, paying special attention to author names, years, and
page numbers in your parenthetical citations. This final review step is crucial for academic integrity.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of Chicago style parenthetical citation in a
literature review?
A: The primary purpose of Chicago style parenthetical citation in a literature review is to provide clear and
immediate attribution of ideas, data, and quotations to their original sources within the body of the text,
allowing readers to easily identify the origin of information and refer to the full citation in the reference
list.

Q: Can I use the notes-bibliography system for my literature review if I
prefer it?
A: While Chicago style offers both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, the prompt specifically
addresses parenthetical citations, which are characteristic of the author-date system. Many disciplines and



instructors prefer the author-date system for literature reviews because it is more direct within the text.
Always check your specific assignment guidelines.

Q: How do I cite a source with two authors in a Chicago style
parenthetical citation for a literature review?
A: For a source with two authors, you list both of their last names connected by "and" within the
parentheses, followed by the year of publication. For example: (Johnson and Lee 2019).

Q: What is the rule for citing sources with three or more authors using
Chicago style parenthetical citation in a literature review?
A: When citing a source with three or more authors, you list only the first author's last name followed by
"et al." (an abbreviation of et alia, meaning "and others"), and then the year of publication. For example:
(Nguyen et al. 2020).

Q: How should I cite a direct quote in a Chicago style parenthetical
citation for my literature review?
A: When including a direct quote, you must provide the author's last name, the year of publication, and the
specific page number(s) where the quote can be found, all within the parentheses. For example: (Taylor
2018, 75) or (Taylor 2018, 75-76).

Q: What does "et al." mean in Chicago style parenthetical citations for
literature reviews?
A: "Et al." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." In Chicago style parenthetical citations, it is used for
sources with three or more authors to shorten the citation and improve readability by listing only the first
author's name followed by "et al."

Q: How do I cite a source when the author is an organization or
corporation in a literature review?
A: When the author is an organization, corporation, or government agency, you use the full name of the
organization as the author in the parenthetical citation, followed by the year of publication. For example:
(World Health Organization 2022).



Q: What should I do if a source has no publication date for my Chicago
style parenthetical citation in a literature review?
A: If a source has no identifiable publication date, you should use the abbreviation "(n.d.)" in place of the
year within your parenthetical citation. For example: (Smith n.d.).

Q: How do I cite a secondary source using Chicago style parenthetical
citation in a literature review?
A: To cite a secondary source, you cite the original author and year, followed by "as cited in," and then the
author and year of the secondary source you consulted. For example: (Adams 1995, as cited in Garcia 2021,
105).

Q: What is the importance of a reference list when using Chicago style
parenthetical citations in a literature review?
A: The reference list is crucial because it provides the complete bibliographic details for every source cited
parenthetically in the text, allowing readers to locate the full publication information and access the original
works.
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