
chicago style parenthetical citation
for dissertation

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected citation system,
particularly within humanities and social sciences, and understanding its
parenthetical citation format is crucial for academic integrity and scholarly
communication. This guide will delve into the intricacies of using the
Chicago style parenthetical citation for your dissertation, ensuring accuracy
and clarity in your academic work. We will cover the fundamental principles
of parenthetical citations, their application to various source types, and
common pitfalls to avoid. Mastering this citation method is paramount for
presenting a polished and credible dissertation, reflecting a thorough
engagement with your research.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Parenthetical Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For dissertations, the
Author-Date system is often preferred, and it relies heavily on parenthetical
in-text citations to direct readers to the full bibliographic entry at the
end of the work. These parenthetical citations are concise and contain
essential information to identify the source being referenced. They typically
include the author's last name and the publication year, and sometimes a page
number for direct quotations or paraphrased ideas from a specific part of the
source.

The core principle behind any in-text citation system is to provide readers
with immediate access to the source material. In the context of a
dissertation, where extensive research is presented, this becomes even more
critical. A well-executed parenthetical citation allows for smooth reading,
preventing interruptions and confusion. It demonstrates to your committee and
future readers that you are meticulously attributing all ideas, data, and
arguments to their original authors, upholding academic honesty and allowing
for verification of your research claims.

Author-Date System vs. Notes-Bibliography
System

When discussing Chicago style parenthetical citation for dissertations, it is
essential to differentiate between the two major systems CMOS offers. The
Author-Date system, as its name suggests, uses in-text citations consisting



of the author's last name and the year of publication, enclosed in
parentheses. For example: (Smith 2020). This is directly followed by a full
reference list at the end of the document, titled "References" or "Works
Cited," which provides complete publication details for each source mentioned
parenthetically. This system is commonly found in the sciences and social
sciences.

Conversely, the Notes-Bibliography system uses superscript numbers within the
text, keyed to footnotes or endnotes. These notes contain the source
information, often in a shortened form on subsequent references. The full
bibliography at the end of the work then provides complete details for all
cited sources. While the parenthetical citation is the focus here,
understanding the alternative helps clarify why the author-date method is
chosen for certain academic contexts, including many dissertations. The
choice between these systems often depends on departmental or institutional
guidelines, as well as the conventions of the specific academic discipline.

Implementing Parenthetical Citations in Your
Dissertation

The placement of parenthetical citations in your dissertation is as important
as their content. Generally, the citation should appear at the end of the
sentence or clause containing the reference, before the terminal punctuation
mark. For instance, if you are paraphrasing an idea from a book, the citation
would be placed like this: The research indicates a significant correlation
between the variables (Jones 2019). If you are using a direct quotation, the
page number is almost always required, appearing after the year: "This is a
direct quote" (Jones 2019, 45).

When multiple authors contribute to a work, the citation format adjusts
accordingly. For two authors, both last names are typically included,
separated by "and": (Smith and Wesson 2021). For three or more authors, only
the first author's last name is used, followed by "et al.": (Davis et al.
2018). It is crucial to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style for precise guidance on these specific scenarios, as rules can evolve.
Ensuring consistency in how you implement these variations across your entire
dissertation is key to maintaining a professional presentation.

Citing Different Types of Sources with
Parenthetical Citations

The parenthetical citation format in Chicago style adapts to various source
types to ensure accurate attribution. For books, the standard format is
(AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber) for direct quotes or specific ideas, and
(AuthorLastName Year) for general references to the work. For articles in
academic journals, it follows a similar pattern, including the author's last
name and publication year. If the author is unknown, you would use a
shortened version of the title in place of the author's name.

Books: (Last Name Year, Page) for direct quotes or specific paraphrases;



(Last Name Year) for general references.

Journal Articles: (Author Last Name Year) or (Author Last Name Year,
Page) if citing specific content.

Websites: If no author is listed, use the organization's name or a
shortened title: (Organization Name Year) or (Shortened Title Year).

Reports: Similar to books or journal articles, depending on the
authorial attribution.

When citing sources with no author, such as organizational publications or
anonymous works, you substitute the author's name with a shortened version of
the work's title. For example, if a report is published by the "Institute for
Social Research" in 2022, and the report's title is "Annual Survey of
Consumer Confidence," you might cite it as (Institute for Social Research
2022) or (Consumer Confidence 2022) if the title is used as the primary
identifier. Always strive to be as specific as possible while remaining
concise to facilitate reader access to the full bibliographic entry.

Common Issues and Solutions in Chicago Style
Parenthetical Citation

One of the most frequent challenges students face with Chicago style
parenthetical citation for dissertations is managing multiple works by the
same author published in the same year. To address this, CMOS requires you to
append lowercase letters to the year for each work. For example, if an author
published two books in 2023, they would be cited as (Smith 2023a) and (Smith
2023b) in the text, and these designations would correspond to their
respective entries in the reference list. It is imperative to assign these
letters consistently.

Another common pitfall is incorrect punctuation within the parenthetical
citation itself. Ensure that the comma separating the author's name and the
year, and the comma separating the year and the page number, are correctly
placed. Also, be mindful of the placement of the final closing parenthesis
relative to the sentence's punctuation. A misplaced comma or parenthesis can
lead to confusion or misinterpretation by your readers. Thoroughly
proofreading your citations for these small but significant details is a
critical step in the dissertation writing process.

Advanced Considerations for Dissertation
Citations

For dissertations, especially those in empirical fields, citing data sets,
interviews, and other non-traditional sources requires careful attention. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance for these less common materials,
but it often involves adapting the standard author-date format to fit the
available information. For interviews, you might cite the interviewee and the
date, and potentially the location or interviewer if relevant. For data sets,



the primary identifier is usually the organization or creator of the data and
the year of its release or collection.

Furthermore, understanding how to cite sources within sources (secondary
citations) is crucial for a dissertation. While it is always best to consult
the original source, if that is not possible, Chicago style allows for citing
the secondary source. The parenthetical citation would indicate the original
author and work, followed by "as quoted in" or "as cited in" and then the
details of the secondary source you actually consulted. For example: (Smith
1990, cited in Jones 2020, 35). This practice should be used sparingly, as
direct engagement with primary sources strengthens your dissertation's
credibility.

FAQ

Q: What is the fundamental difference between Chicago
style's Author-Date and Notes-Bibliography systems
for dissertations?
A: The Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations (Author Year) in the
text, linking to a reference list. The Notes-Bibliography system uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes in the text, linked to a bibliography. Many
dissertations, especially in sciences and social sciences, favor the Author-
Date system for its direct in-text referencing.

Q: How do I cite a source with no author in Chicago
style parenthetical citation for a dissertation?
A: If a source has no author, you use a shortened version of the title in
place of the author's last name within the parenthetical citation. For
example, if you're citing a report titled "Global Economic Trends 2023," your
citation might look like (Global Economic Trends 2023).

Q: What is the correct way to cite a work with two
authors using Chicago style parenthetical citation
for a dissertation?
A: For a work with two authors, you include both authors' last names
connected by "and" in the parenthetical citation. For example: (Smith and
Jones 2022).

Q: How should I handle multiple works by the same
author in the same year in my dissertation's Chicago
style parenthetical citations?
A: You must append lowercase letters to the year for each work by the same
author published in the same year. For instance, if an author has two
publications in 2021, they would be cited as (Johnson 2021a) and (Johnson
2021b) in the text, ensuring they correspond to distinct entries in your



reference list.

Q: When citing a direct quotation in a Chicago style
parenthetical citation for a dissertation, is a page
number always required?
A: Yes, when you use a direct quotation, a page number is almost always
required in the parenthetical citation to indicate the exact location of the
quoted material. The format would typically be (Author Last Name Year, Page
Number).

Q: What does "et al." mean in Chicago style
parenthetical citation for dissertations, and when
should I use it?
A: "Et al." is Latin for "and others." You use it in parenthetical citations
for works with three or more authors. Only the first author's last name is
listed, followed by "et al." and the year, like this: (Davis et al. 2019).

Q: Is it acceptable to use secondary citations in my
dissertation with Chicago style parenthetical
citations?
A: While it's best to consult original sources, Chicago style does permit
secondary citations when necessary. You would cite the original author and
work, followed by "as cited in" or "as quoted in," and then the details of
the source you actually used. For example: (White 1985, as cited in Green
2020, p. 55).

Q: How do I cite an online article without a page
number in my dissertation using Chicago style
parenthetical citation?
A: If an online article lacks page numbers, you would typically omit them
from the parenthetical citation. The citation would then generally be (Author
Last Name Year). If the online source has paragraph numbers, those can be
used instead of page numbers.
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