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The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography

system and the author-date system. This article will delve deeply into the parenthetical citation for

Chicago style when utilizing the notes-bibliography system, a crucial element for academic integrity

and clear referencing. Understanding the nuances of both parenthetical citations and their connection

to the bibliography is paramount for students and scholars alike. We will explore the fundamental

structure of Chicago style parenthetical citations, their purpose within the broader notes-bibliography

framework, and how they correspond to full entries in the bibliography. Furthermore, we will examine

common scenarios and provide detailed examples to ensure comprehensive comprehension of this

vital citation method.
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The Chicago Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The Chicago Manual of Style provides a robust framework for academic writing, with the notes-

bibliography system being a cornerstone for many disciplines, particularly in the humanities. This

system relies on two main components: numbered notes (either footnotes or endnotes) that appear at

the bottom of a page or the end of a document, and a comprehensive bibliography that lists all

sources cited in the text. The beauty of this system lies in its ability to provide detailed source

information directly within the text through notes, while maintaining a clean and uncluttered main body.

When a writer chooses the notes-bibliography system, they are opting for a method that prioritizes

detailed textual engagement with sources.

The primary function of the notes-bibliography system is to allow authors to provide supplementary

information or commentary without disrupting the flow of the main argument. This is achieved through

the use of superscript numbers placed within the text, which correspond to numbered notes. These

notes can include the full citation for the source, additional explanations, or tangential discussions.

Crucially, even though notes offer the full citation upon first mention, the system also incorporates a

parenthetical citation mechanism to streamline subsequent references to the same source, thereby

enhancing efficiency for both the writer and the reader.

The Role of Chicago Style Parenthetical Citations

Within the notes-bibliography system, parenthetical citations play a vital, albeit sometimes less

prominent, role. Their primary purpose is to provide a concise reference directly within the text, guiding

the reader to the corresponding note and, subsequently, the full bibliography entry. While a numbered

note offers the complete bibliographic details upon its first appearance, subsequent citations to the

same source can become cumbersome if the full note is repeated. Parenthetical citations, in

conjunction with shortened notes, offer a more efficient solution for these recurring references,

preventing excessive repetition and maintaining readability.



These parenthetical references typically appear immediately after the quoted or paraphrased material,

enclosed in parentheses. They usually consist of the author's last name and a page number, offering a

quick locator for the source. This concise format is particularly useful when referring to a specific

passage from a lengthy work, allowing readers to quickly identify the origin of the information without

needing to scan through extensive notes. The effectiveness of parenthetical citations in the notes-

bibliography system lies in their symbiotic relationship with the note system and the bibliography,

ensuring a cohesive and navigable citation process.

Constructing Chicago Style Parenthetical Citations

The construction of Chicago style parenthetical citations for the notes-bibliography system is

straightforward, designed for clarity and conciseness. The general format involves the author's last

name followed by the page number where the information can be found, all enclosed within

parentheses. For instance, if you are quoting from a book by Jane Doe on page 45, the parenthetical

citation would appear as (Doe 45). This direct author-page number format is the bedrock of these in-

text references.

However, variations arise depending on the specific source and context. If multiple works by the same

author are cited, it becomes necessary to include a shortened title to distinguish between them. In

such cases, the parenthetical citation might look like (Doe, Book Title 45). The shortened title should

be italicized and should be sufficient to identify the work uniquely. This practice is crucial for avoiding

confusion when an author has multiple publications within the same bibliography.

Parenthetical Citations with Multiple Authors

When a source has two authors, both last names are typically included in the parenthetical citation,

separated by "and." For example, a citation for a work by John Smith and Emily Jones might look like

(Smith and Jones 112). This format clearly attributes the source to both individuals.



For sources with three or more authors, Chicago style dictates that only the first author's last name be

used, followed by "et al." and the page number. So, a citation for a work by Robert Green, Sarah

White, and David Brown would be presented as (Green et al. 78). This convention helps to keep

parenthetical citations concise while still indicating that the work is a collaborative effort.

Parenthetical Citations for Edited Works

When citing an edited work where you are referencing the editor(s) and not a specific chapter author

(unless the chapter author is also the primary cited entity in the bibliography), the parenthetical citation

usually refers to the editor(s). For example, if a book is edited by Robert Miller and has a parenthetical

citation for information found on page 90, it would be (Miller 90).

In cases where you are citing a specific chapter within an edited collection, and the chapter author is

distinct from the editor, the parenthetical citation in the text may refer to the chapter author, especially

if the bibliography entry is structured around the chapter author. However, the primary convention in

the notes-bibliography system for edited works generally points to the editor as the "author" for citation

purposes unless the bibliography entry highlights the chapter author. Always consult your specific

bibliography entry for guidance.

Common Types of Sources and Their Parenthetical Citations

The fundamental principle of author-page number applies to most common sources. For books, a

parenthetical citation will typically include the author's last name and the page number, such as (Smith

205). This is the most prevalent form of parenthetical citation in Chicago style.

For articles in scholarly journals, the citation follows the same pattern: author's last name and page

number. For example, if an article by Dr. Eleanor Vance is being cited from page 55, the parenthetical



citation would be (Vance 55). The key is to consistently identify the "author" as presented in your

bibliography entry.

Citing Websites in Parenthetical Citations

Citing websites can be more complex as they often lack page numbers and consistent author

attribution. When citing a webpage, the parenthetical citation should include the author's last name if

available. If no author is listed, use a shortened version of the website's title. For instance, if a page on

the "History of Chicago" website is being cited and has no listed author, a citation might look like

(History of Chicago n.p.) where "n.p." signifies "no page."

If a website clearly lists an author or an organizational author, that name should be used in the

parenthetical citation. For example, a report from the "Chicago Historical Society" might be cited as

(Chicago Historical Society 15). The goal is to provide enough information for the reader to locate the

source in the bibliography, even without traditional pagination.

Citing Other Media (Audio/Video)

When citing audio or video materials, parenthetical citations often need to adapt to the medium. For

recorded lectures or interviews, you might cite the speaker's last name and the timestamp where the

relevant information occurs. For example, a citation from a lecture by Dr. Ramirez might appear as

(Ramirez 00:15:30) to indicate 15 minutes and 30 seconds into the recording.

For films or documentaries, citing the director's last name and a specific scene or time code is often

employed. However, the specific convention can vary, and it's best to ensure your bibliography entry

accurately reflects how you intend to cite the work. The core principle remains providing a clear, brief

pointer to the source and its location.



Parenthetical Citations for Specific Situations

Citing When No Author is Listed

When a work lacks an author, the parenthetical citation should use a shortened version of the title.

This shortened title should be italicized for books and other standalone works, or placed in quotation

marks for shorter works like articles or essays. For example, a book titled The Art of Citation would be

cited as (Art of Citation 30), and an article titled "Understanding CMOS" might be cited as

("Understanding CMOS" 12). This ensures that the reader can still locate the source in the

bibliography.

For organizational or corporate authors, the name of the organization itself serves as the author.

Therefore, a parenthetical citation would include the organization's name followed by the page number.

For instance, a report from the "National Science Foundation" would be cited as (National Science

Foundation 7). This practice maintains consistency and clarity in attribution.

Citing Anonymous Works

Anonymous works are those where the author is deliberately unknown or withheld. In such cases, the

parenthetical citation will begin with a shortened title, similar to works with no listed author. The

convention for the shortened title (italicized or in quotes) and the page number applies. For example,

an anonymous historical tract could be cited as (Chronicles of Old Town 5).

It is important to distinguish between works with no listed author and genuinely anonymous works. If

the work is intended to be anonymous, the citation reflects that. If an author is simply not credited for

some reason but is not intended to be anonymous, it falls under the "no author listed" category.

Always ensure the bibliography entry accurately reflects the nature of the source.



Citing Multiple Works by the Same Author

When you cite multiple works by the same author, it is crucial to include a shortened title in the

parenthetical citation to distinguish between them. This prevents confusion for the reader. The

shortened title should be derived from the main title of the work and should be italicized for books and

in quotation marks for articles. For example, if an author named Dr. Evelyn Reed has written two

books, The Future of AI and AI Ethics, and you are citing page 50 of the first book and page 75 of the

second, your parenthetical citations would be (Reed, Future of AI 50) and (Reed, AI Ethics 75).

The shortened title should be as brief as possible while still being uniquely identifiable. If the main title

is very short, you might use the entire title. However, the goal is to be concise. This system ensures

that even with numerous works by a single author, the reader can easily pinpoint the exact source

being referenced.

The Relationship Between Parenthetical Citations and the

Bibliography

The parenthetical citation is the bridge that connects the reader from the in-text reference to the full

bibliographic entry. While the parenthetical citation provides a quick author-page locator, the

bibliography entry offers the complete, detailed information about the source. This includes the author's

full name, the full title of the work, publication details (publisher, date, journal volume and issue, etc.),

and any other relevant bibliographic information. The parenthetical citation should contain precisely the

information needed to find the corresponding entry in the bibliography.

Every parenthetical citation used in your text must have a corresponding entry in your bibliography,

and vice versa. This one-to-one correspondence is a fundamental principle of academic integrity. The

purpose is to allow any reader to trace your sources accurately and verify the information you have

presented. The parenthetical citation acts as a signpost, directing the reader to the more



comprehensive information available in the bibliography.

Shortened Notes and Parenthetical Citations in Tandem

In the Chicago notes-bibliography system, parenthetical citations often work in conjunction with

shortened notes. The first time a source is cited, a full note is typically provided, containing all

bibliographic details. Subsequent references to that same source can then utilize a shortened note

format, which usually includes the author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary), and the page

number. The parenthetical citation often mirrors this shortened note structure, providing a very brief in-

text reference. For example, a first note might be: 1. Jane Doe, The Art of Writing (New York:

Publisher, 2020), 45. A subsequent note and parenthetical citation might be: 2. Doe, Art of Writing, 78,

and (Doe, Art of Writing 78).

This system prevents the repetition of lengthy bibliographic information throughout the text and notes,

making the document more readable. The parenthetical citation serves as an immediate, in-text cue,

while the shortened note provides slightly more context before the reader refers to the bibliography.

The interplay between these elements ensures a complete and efficient citation process.

Ensuring Consistency and Accuracy

Consistency is paramount when employing Chicago style parenthetical citations. All parenthetical

citations must follow the established rules for the chosen system (notes-bibliography in this case) and

be applied uniformly throughout the document. This includes the format for author names, shortened

titles, and page numbers. Any deviation can lead to confusion and detract from the professionalism of

your work.

Accuracy is equally critical. The information provided in the parenthetical citation must precisely match

the source from which it is drawn, and the page number must direct the reader to the exact location of



the referenced material. A diligent check of all parenthetical citations against the corresponding notes

and bibliography entries is essential to maintain academic rigor and avoid errors that could undermine

the credibility of your research.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Parenthetical Citation

When crafting Chicago style parenthetical citations, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago

Manual of Style or specific style guidelines provided by your institution or publisher. These guidelines

are the definitive authority and may contain specific adaptations. However, general best practices

include placing the citation immediately after the quoted or paraphrased material and before the

punctuation mark that ends the sentence or clause. This ensures a clear association between the

reference and the text it supports.

Another crucial best practice is to maintain a consistent approach to shortened titles. If you are citing

multiple works by the same author, ensure that the shortened titles are distinctive and clearly

identifiable. Avoid overly long or ambiguous shortened titles. The goal is always to provide enough

information for the reader to easily locate the full bibliographic entry without unnecessary clutter in the

parenthetical citation itself. Double-checking your work for accuracy and consistency before submission

is the final, vital step in ensuring your citations are impeccable.

FAQ: Chicago Style Parenthetical Citation for Chicago Style Notes

Bibliography Parenthetical

Q: What is the primary difference between a parenthetical citation and



a note in the Chicago notes-bibliography system?

A: In the Chicago notes-bibliography system, a note (footnote or endnote) provides detailed

bibliographic information upon first citation, and can also include supplementary material. A

parenthetical citation, on the other hand, is a brief in-text reference, typically consisting of the author's

last name and page number, that points the reader to the corresponding note and eventually the

bibliography.

Q: When do I need to use a shortened title in a Chicago style

parenthetical citation?

A: You need to use a shortened title in a Chicago style parenthetical citation when you are citing

multiple works by the same author. This helps to distinguish between their different publications and

guide the reader to the correct entry in the bibliography.

Q: Can I use just the page number in a parenthetical citation if I've

already cited the author in the sentence?

A: No, in the Chicago notes-bibliography system, even if you mention the author's name in the

sentence, you generally still need to include the author's last name and page number in the

parenthetical citation for clarity and adherence to the system. However, some variations might exist

depending on specific institutional guidelines.

Q: How do I cite a website with no author in a Chicago style

parenthetical citation?

A: When citing a website with no author, use a shortened version of the website's title in your

parenthetical citation, usually italicized if it's a standalone work or in quotation marks for shorter pieces.

Follow this with "n.p." (no page) if there are no page numbers available.



Q: What is the correct format for citing a work with three or more

authors in a Chicago style parenthetical citation?

A: For works with three or more authors, Chicago style dictates that you use only the first author's last

name followed by "et al." and the page number in the parenthetical citation. For example: (Smith et al.

123).

Q: Does the parenthetical citation in the notes-bibliography system

need to include the publication date?

A: No, in the Chicago notes-bibliography system, the parenthetical citation typically does not include

the publication date. It primarily consists of the author's last name and the page number (and

sometimes a shortened title). The full publication details are found in the note and the bibliography.

Q: How does a parenthetical citation connect to the bibliography entry

in the Chicago system?

A: The parenthetical citation provides the essential identifying information (author, page number) that

allows the reader to locate the corresponding, full bibliographic entry in the bibliography. The

bibliography entry contains all the necessary details to fully identify and retrieve the source.

Q: What happens if I misspell an author's name in a parenthetical

citation?

A: Misspelling an author's name in a parenthetical citation can make it impossible for the reader to find

the correct source in the bibliography, leading to confusion and a lack of credibility. It is essential to

ensure all names are spelled correctly and consistently.



Q: Are there any exceptions to the author-page number format for

parenthetical citations?

A: While author-page number is the standard, exceptions exist for sources without page numbers (like

some websites, where "n.p." is used) or for media like audio/video where timestamps might be used.

Always consult the Chicago Manual of Style or your specific guidelines for exceptions.
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