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UNDERSTANDING CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR CHICAGO STYLE GUIDE

CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR CHICAGO STYLE GUIDE IS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF ACADEMIC AND
SCHOLARLY WRITING, CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND ALLOWING READERS TO TRACE SOURCES
EFFECTIVELY. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE EXPLORATION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE'S (CMOS)
APPROACH TO PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. WE WILL DELVE INTO ITS
PURPOSE, THE CORE COMPONENTS OF AN IN-TEXT CITATION, HOW TO FORMAT VARIOUS SOURCE TYPES WITHIN PARENTHESES,
AND ESSENTIAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION. MASTERING THESE GUIDELINES ENSURES CLARITY, CREDIBILITY,
AND ADHERENCE TO A WIDELY RESPECTED CITATION STANDARD.
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WHAT IS CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION?

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OFFERS TWO PRIMARY SYSTEMS FOR DOCUMENTATION: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM
AND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION, OFTEN USED WITHIN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, IS A CONCISE
METHOD OF REFERENCING SOURCES DIRECTLY WITHIN THE TEXT OF YOUR PAPER. INSTEAD OF RELYING SOLELY ON FOOTNOTES OR
ENDNOTES, THIS SYSTEM INTEGRATES BRIEF CITATION INFORMATION DIRECTLY AFTER THE QUOTED OR PARAPHRASED MATERIAL,
TYPICALLY INCLUDING THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE PUBLICATION YEAR, AND SOMETIMES A PAGE NUMBER. THIS APPROACH
IS FAVORED IN DISCIPLINES THAT FREQUENTLY CITE CONTEMPORARY RESEARCH, SUCH AS THE SCIENCES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES,
DUE TO ITS EFFICIENCY IN TRACKING THE ORIGIN OF IDEAS AND DATA.

THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION SYSTEM IS DESIGNED TO BE STRAIGHTFORWARD, ALLOWING READERS TO QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE
SOURCE OF INFORMATION WITHOUT EXTENSIVE SEARCHING. |T BALANCES THE NEED FOR ATTRIBUTION WITH THE FLOW OF THE
PROSE. W/HEN IMPLEMENTED CORRECTLY, IT ENHANCES THE CREDIBILITY OF YOUR WORK BY DEMONSTRATING THAT YOUR
ARGUMENTS ARE SUPPORTED BY EVIDENCE FROM ESTABLISHED SOURCES. UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF THIS SYSTEM IS
PARAMOUNT FOR STUDENTS, RESEARCHERS, AND ANYONE AIMING TO PUBLISH WORK ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES.

PURPOSE oF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IS TO PROVIDE IMMEDIATE ATTRIBUTION FOR ALL BORROWED MATERIAL,
WHETHER IT IS A DIRECT QUOTATION, A PARAPHRASE, A SUMMARY , OR EVEN AN IDEA ORIGINATING FROM ANOTHER SOURCE. THis
ATTRIBUTION IS NOT MERELY A FORMALITY; IT IS THE BEDROCK OF ACADEMIC HONESTY , PREVENTING PLAGIARISM AND GIVING
CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE. BY CLEARLY INDICATING THE ORIGIN OF INFORMATION, YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THE INTELLECTUAL
CONTRIBUTIONS OF OTHERS AND ALLOW YOUR READERS TO VERIFY YOUR RESEARCH OR EXPLORE THE SOURCE MATERIAL
FURTHER.



FURTHERMORE/ PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS SERVE A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE STRUCTURE AND CREDIBILITY OF ACADEMIC WRITING.
THEY ALLOW READERS TO CONTEXTUALIZE THE INFORMATION PRESENTED WITHIN YOUR WORK, UNDERSTANDING ITS
THEORETICAL UNDERPINNINGS OR EMPIRICAL BASIS. W/HEN A PARENTHETICAL CITATION IS FOLLOWED BY A CORRESPONDING ENTRY
IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST, IT CREATES A COMPLETE TRAIL OF INFORMATION, MAKING YOUR RESEARCH TRANSPARENT
AND VERIFIABLE. THIS TRANSPARENCY BUILDS TRUST WITH YOUR AUDIENCE AND STRENGTHENS THE PERSUASIVE POWER OF YOUR
ARGUMENTS.

Core CoMPONENTS OF A CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION

AT ITS MOST BASIC, A CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION CONSISTS OF THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF
PUBLICATION. THIS COMBINATION ACTS AS A BRIEF IDENTIFIER, POINTING THE READER TO THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
LOCATED IN THE REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT. FOR INSTANCE, A CITATION FOR A BOOK BY JANE DOE
PUBLISHED IN 2023 MIGHT APPEAR AS (Doe 2023).

HOWEVER, THE LEVEL OF DETAIL WITHIN THE PARENTHESES CAN VARY DEPENDING ON THE CONTEXT AND THE SPECIFIC SOURCE.
PAGE NUMBERS ARE OFTEN INCLUDED, ESPECIALLY WHEN QUOTING DIRECTLY OR REFERENCING A VERY SPECIFIC PIECE OF
INFORMATION. THIS IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT FOR PRINT SOURCES WHERE READERS CAN LOCATE THE EXACT PASSAGE. | HE
GENERAL FORMAT FOR A PARENTHETICAL CITATION WITH A PAGE NUMBER IS (AUTHOR LASTNAME PAGENUMBER). FOR EXAMPLE,
(Doe 2023, 45). IN CASES WHERE THERE ARE MULTIPLE AUTHORS, THE CITATION FORMAT ADJUSTS ACCORDINGLY, AND FOR
SOURCES WITHOUT CLEAR AUTHORS, ALTERNATIVE IDENTIFIERS LIKE THE TITLE OR ORGANIZATION NAME ARE USED.

FORMATTING PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS FOR DIFFERENT SOURCE T YPES

THE FLEXIBILITY OF THE CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL SYSTEM LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO ADAPT TO A WIDE ARRAY OF SOURCE
MATERIALS. \WHILE THE CORE PRINCIPLE OF AUTHOR AND YEAR REMAINS CONSISTENT, THE SPECIFICS OF WHAT CONSTITUTES THE
“AUTHOR” AND HOW TO PRESENT THE INFORMATION MAY DIFFER.

Books

FOR BOOKS, THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION FORM THE BASIS OF THE CITATION. IF YOU ARE QUOTING
OR REFERENCING A SPECIFIC PASSAGE, INCLUDE THE PAGE NUMBER. THE STANDARD FORMAT IS (AUTHOR LASTNAME YEAR,
PAGENUMBER). FOR EXAMPLE, A CITATION FOR A BOOK BY JOHN SMITH PUBLISHED IN 2021 oN PAGE 112 wouLb gt (SMITH
2021, 112).

IF A BOOK HAS MULTIPLE AUTHORS, FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES FOR AUTHOR NAMES. FOR TWO AUTHORS, LIST BOTH LAST NAMES
(AuTHOR TLASTNAME AND AUTHOR2L ASTNAME YEAR). FOR THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, USE THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME
FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” (FIRSTAUTHORLASTNAME ET AL. YEAR). FOR EXAMPLE, A WORK BY SMITH AND JONES WOULD BE
cITep AS (SMITH AND Jones 2020), AND A WORK BY SMITH, JONES, AND LEE wouLD B (SMITHET AL. 2019).

JOURNAL ARTICLES

CITING JOURNAL ARTICLES IN PARENTHETICAL FORMAT ALSO REQUIRES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE PUBLICATION YEAR.
IF THE ARTICLE HAS PAGE NUMBERS, THEY SHOULD BE INCLUDED. THE TYPICAL FORMAT IS (AUTHORLASTNAME YEAR,
PAGENUMBER). FOR AN ARTICLE BY EMILY CARTER PUBLISHED IN 2022 ON PAGE 78, THE CITATION WouLD BE (CARTER
2022, 78).

\W/HEN REFERENCING ARTICLES FROM ONLINE JOURNALS THAT MAY NOT HAVE CONTINUOUS PAGINATION BUT INSTEAD USE ARTICLE
NUMBERS, YOU WOULD CITE THE ARTICLE NUMBER INSTEAD OF A PAGE NUMBER. THE FORMAT REMAINS SIMILAR:
(AUTHORLASTNAME YEAR, ART. ). FOR INSTANCE, (CARTER 2022, ART. 15).



\WEBSITES

CITING WEBSITES CAN BE MORE CHALLENGING DUE TO THE VARIABILITY OF ONLINE CONTENT. WHEN POSSIBLE, USE THE
AUTHOR’S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION OR LAST UPDATE. IF NO AUTHOR IS LISTED, USE THE NAME OF THE
ORGANIZATION OR A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE TITLE OF THE WEBPAGE. FOR EXAMPLE, A WEBSITE BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY UPDATED IN 2024 couLp Bt cITED AS (ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 2024). |F THE WEBSITE
IS UNTITLED BUT CLEARLY ABOUT A SPECIFIC TOPIC, YOU MIGHT USE A SHORTENED TITLE: (GLOBAL W ARMING TRENDS 2023).

IF SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBERS ARE NOT APPLICABLE OR AVAILABLE FOR WEBSITES, YOU MAY OMIT THEM OR USE SECTION HEADINGS
IF CLEARLY INDICATED AND HELPFUL FOR NAVIGATION. HO\X/EVER, THE PRIMARY GOAL IS TO GIVE THE READER ENOUGH
INFORMATION TO FIND THE SOURCE EASILY. IF A WEBSITE HAS A CLEAR PUBLICATION OR LAST UPDATED DATE, THAT SHOULD BE
USED. IF ONLY A COPYRIGHT YEAR IS AVAILABLE, THAT CAN BE USED AS WELL.

OTHER SOURCES

THE PRINCIPLES EXTEND TO OTHER SOURCE TYPES, SUCH AS REPORTS, CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS, AND EVEN INTERVIEWS. FOR
REPORTS PUBLISHED BY AN ORGANIZATION, THE ORGANIZATION'S NAME OFTEN SERVES AS THE AUTHOR. FOR EXAMPLE,
(NATIONAL INsTITUTES OF HEALTH 2023). CONFERENCE PAPERS WOULD SIMILARLY BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE PRIMARY AUTHOR
OR ORGANIZING BODY, FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR OF THE CONFERENCE.

FOR SOURCES WHERE THE AUTHOR IS UNKNOWN, YOU CAN USE THE TITLE OF THE WORK, ITALICIZED IF IT'S A STANDALONE
WOoRK (LIKE A BOOK OR REPORT), OR IN QUOTATION MARKS IF IT'S PART OF A LARGER WORK (LIKE AN ARTICLE). HOWEVER, THE
CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE GENERALLY ADVISES AGAINST USING ANONYMOUS WORKS IF AN AUTHOR CAN BE IDENTIFIED OR IF
THE WORK IS OBSCURE. |F ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, THE TITLE WOULD BE USED, FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR: ( A HisToRrY OF...”
2018) or ("THe FUTURE oF..." 2021).

V ARIATIONS AND SpPeciAL CASES

\WHILE THE STANDARD AUTHOR-DATE FORMAT IS STRAIGHTFORW ARD, CERTAIN SITUATIONS REQUIRE SPECIFIC ADJUSTMENTS.
FOR INSTANCE, WHEN CITING MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR PUBLISHED IN THE SAME YEAR, YOU MUST DISTINGUISH
THEM BY ADDING LOWERCASE LETTERS (A, B, C, ETC.) TO THE YEAR IN BOTH THE IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY.
For exAMPLE, (SMITH 2023A) AnD (SMiTH 202 38).

\WHEN CITING SOURCES THAT LACK A PUBLICATION DATE, THE ABBREVIATION “N.D.” (NO DATE) IS USED IN PLACE OF THE YEAR.
THIS IS PARTICULARLY COMMON FOR OLDER DOCUMENTS OR SOME ONLINE RESOURCES WHERE DATING IS AMBIGUOUS. THE
FORMAT woULD BE (AUTHOR LASTNAME N.D.). IF A PAGE NUMBER IS ALSO AVAILABLE, IT WOULD BE (AUTHOR LASTNAME
N.D., 10).

FOR SOURCES WITH DIRECT QUOTES THAT SPAN MULTIPLE PAGES, OR IF YOU ARE REFERENCING A SECTION THAT COVERS A
RANGE OF PAGES, YOU CAN INDICATE THE PAGE RANGE. FOR EXAMPLE, (DoE 2023, 45-48). THIS PROVIDES A MORE PRECISE
LOCATION FOR THE READER TO FIND THE REFERENCED MATERIAL.

Tips For EFFeCTIVE CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION

CONSISTENCY IS PARAMOUNT WHEN EMPLOYING CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS. ENSURE THAT THE FORMAT YOU
CHOOSE FOR A PARTICULAR SOURCE TYPE IS APPLIED UNIFORMLY THROUGHOUT YOUR DOCUMENT. REFERENCING THE LATEST
EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS CRUCIAL FOR CLARIFYING ANY AMBIGUITIES AND STAYING UP-TO-DATE WITH
BEST PRACTICES.

[T IS ALSO BENEFICIAL TO CREATE A DETAILED BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST THAT PERFECTLY CORRESPONDS TO YOUR IN-
TEXT CITATIONS. EACH PARENTHETICAL CITATION SHOULD HAVE A MATCHING ENTRY IN YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND VICE VERSA.
THIS DIRECT LINK ENSURES THAT YOUR READERS CAN EASILY LOCATE THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS OF EVERY SOURCE YOU



HAVE CITED, REINFORCING THE CREDIBILITY AND TRANSPARENCY OF YOUR RESEARCH. PROOFREADING YOUR CITATIONS
CAREFULLY FOR ACCURACY IN NAMES, DATES, AND PAGE NUMBERS IS AN ESSENTIAL FINAL STEP.

THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM EXPLAINED

THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, WHICH HEAVILY RELIES ON PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS, OFFERS A STREAMLINED
APPROACH TO SCHOLARLY DOCUMENTATION. UNLIKE THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, WHICH USES FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES
EXCLUSIVELY FOR CITATIONS, THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM INTEGRATES BRIEF AUTHOR AND DATE INFORMATION DIRECTLY INTO
THE TEXT. THIS SYSTEM IS PARTICULARLY WELL-SUITED FOR DISCIPLINES WHERE RAPID ACCESS TO SOURCE INFORMATION IS
BENEFICIAL, ALLOWING READERS TO QUICKLY PINPOINT THE ORIGIN OF IDEAS AND ARGUMENTS WITHOUT CONSTANTLY REFERRING
TO SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM REQUIRES A CORRESPONDING REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT, WHICH PROVIDES THE
COMPLETE BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS FOR EACH SOURCE CITED. THIS CREATES A CLEAR AND DIRECT LINK BETWEEN THE IN-TEXT
CITATION AND THE FULL SOURCE INFORMATION. THE REFERENCE LIST SHOULD BE ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME,
MIRRORING THE STRUCTURE USED FOR THE IN-TEXT CITATIONS. THIS ORGANIZATIONAL PRINCIPLE MAKES IT EASY FOR READERS
TO LOCATE AND IDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC SOURCES YOU HAVE CONSULTED, THEREBY ENHANCING THE OVERALL RIGOR AND
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY OF YOUR W ORK.

FAQ

QZ \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL
CITATION AND FOOTNOTE CITATION?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN WHERE THE CITATION INFORMATION IS PRESENTED. CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL
CITATIONS EMBED BRIEF AUTHOR-DATE (AND SOMETIMES PAGE) INFORMATION DIRECTLY WITHIN THE TEXT, IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOWING THE BORROWED MATERIAL. IN CONTRAST, FOOTNOTE CITATIONS USE NUMBERED FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES, WITH
THE FULL CITATION DETAILS APPEARING AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE OR AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT, KEYED TO A
SUPERSCRIPT NUMBER IN THE TEXT.

Q: WHeN IS THE CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION SYSTEM TYPICALLY USED?

A: THE CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION (AUTHOR‘DATE) SYSTEM IS MOST COMMONLY USED IN THE NATURAL AND
SOCIAL SCIENCES, AS WELL AS IN SOME HUMANITIES DISCIPLINES THAT FREQUENTLY CITE CONTEMPORARY RESEARCH OR REQUIRE
EFFICIENT REFERENCING. |T IS ALSO OFTEN PREFERRED IN FIELDS WHERE SOURCE CURRENCY AND QUICK VERIFICATION ARE
IMPORTANT.

Q: How po | CITE A SOURCE WITH NO AUTHOR IN CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL
CITATION?

A: IF A SOURCE HAS NO AUTHOR, YOU GENERALLY USE THE TITLE OF THE WORK IN THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION. |F THE TITLE
IS LONG, YOU CAN USE A SHORTENED VERSION. IF IT'S A STANDALONE WORK (LIKE A BOOK OR REPORT), THE TITLE SHOULD BE
ITALICIZED; IF IT'S PART OF A LARGER WORK (LIKE AN ARTICLE), THE TITLE SHOULD BE IN QUOTATION MARKS. FOR EXAMPLE: (
GLoBAL CLIMATE ReporT 2023) or (“New ResearcH Finbings” 2022).



QI \WHAT IF | CITE MULTIPLE SOURCES FROM THE SAME AUTHOR IN THE SAME YEAR?

A: To DISTINGUISH BETWEEN MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR PUBLISHED IN THE SAME YEAR, YOU ADD LOWERCASE
LETTERS (A B, C ETC.) TO THE YEAR IN BOTH THE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS AND THE CORRESPONDING ENTRIES IN THE
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REFERENCE LIST. For ExaMpLE: (SMITH 2023A) anD (SMiITH 20238).

Q: Do | NEED TO INCLUDE A PAGE NUMBER IN EVERY CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL
CITATION?

A: YOoU ARE REQUIRED TO INCLUDE A PAGE NUMBER WHEN QUOTING DIRECTLY FROM A SOURCE OR WHEN REFERENCING A SPECIFIC
PIECE OF INFORMATION THAT CAN BE LOCATED ON A PARTICULAR PAGE. FOR PARAPHRASES OR SUMMARIES, PAGE NUMBERS ARE
OFTEN OPTIONAL BUT RECOMMENDED FOR CLARITY AND EASE OF VERIFICATION, ESPECIALLY IN LONGER \WORKS.

Q: How po | CITE A WEBSITE WITH NO CLEAR PUBLICATION DATE?

A: FOR WEBSITES LACKING A SPECIFIC PUBLICATION OR LAST UPDATED DATE, YOU USE “ND.” (NO DATE) IN PLACE OF THE YEAR
IN THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION. FOR EXAMPLE: (NATIONAL PARK SERVICE N‘D.>.

Q: WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE REFERENCE LIST IN THE CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL
CITATION SYSTEM?

A: THE REFERENCE LIST IS A CRUCIAL COMPANION TO THE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS. |T PROVIDES THE COMPLETE
BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS FOR EVERY SOURCE CITED IN THE TEXT, ALLOWING READERS TO LOCATE AND CONSULT THE ORIGINAL
MATERIALS. EACH IN-TEXT CITATION SHOULD CORRESPOND TO AN ENTRY IN THE REFERENCE LIST, WHICH IS TYPICALLY
ALPHABETIZED BY AUTHOR'S LAST NAME.

Q: CAN | USE BOTH PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS AND FOOTNOTES IN THE SAME CHICAGO
STYLE DOCUMENT?

A: TYPICALLY, YOU CHOOSE ONE SYSTEM (EITHEE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY OR AUTHOR‘DATE/PAEENTHETICAL) AND USE IT
CONSISTENTLY THROUGHOUT YOUR DOCUMENT. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ADVISES AGAINST MIXING THE TWO SYSTEMS
WITHIN A SINGLE PAPER, AS IT CAN LEAD TO CONFUSION FOR BOTH THE WRITER AND THE READER.
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