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chicago style paraphrasing dissertation chicago represents a critical academic skill for graduate students
navigating the complexities of scholarly writing, particularly when adhering to the renowned Chicago
Manual of Style. This article will delve deeply into the nuances of effectively paraphrasing within the
context of a dissertation, offering practical strategies and detailed explanations. We will explore the
fundamental principles of accurate representation, proper citation, and avoiding plagiarism, all while
emphasizing the distinctive requirements of Chicago style. Furthermore, we will address common pitfalls
and provide insights into how mastering paraphrasing can elevate the quality and credibility of your
doctoral research.
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Understanding Chicago Style Paraphrasing for Dissertations
Writing a dissertation is a monumental undertaking, and one of the cornerstones of this process, especially
when working within the framework of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), is the ability to effectively
paraphrase. Chicago style paraphrasing dissertation Chicago requires a nuanced understanding of how to
integrate source material into your own work without misrepresenting the original author's ideas or
committing academic dishonesty. This involves not just rewording sentences but truly comprehending the
source material and articulating it in your own voice, all while meticulously attributing the original work.
The goal is to demonstrate your engagement with the existing literature and to build upon it, rather than
simply replicating it.

For dissertations, paraphrasing serves several crucial functions. It allows you to synthesize information from
multiple sources, making connections and drawing broader conclusions that might not be apparent in
individual texts. It also enables you to maintain a consistent authorial voice throughout your dissertation,
preventing abrupt shifts in tone or style that can occur when over-relying on direct quotations.
Furthermore, effective paraphrasing shows your reader that you have thoroughly understood the material
and can explain it clearly and concisely in your own academic language, a hallmark of advanced scholarly
work.



The Core Principles of Effective Paraphrasing
At its heart, effective paraphrasing is about accurate representation. This means capturing the essential
meaning of the original text without altering its intended message. The process begins with a deep reading
of the source material to ensure complete comprehension. You should be able to explain the author's main
point, supporting arguments, and any crucial nuances in your own words. Simply changing a few words
here and there is insufficient; true paraphrasing involves restructuring sentences, using synonyms
judiciously, and reorganizing ideas while maintaining the original logical flow and emphasis.

Beyond mere rewording, effective paraphrasing requires a conscious effort to engage with the material.
Ask yourself: What is the author trying to convey? How does this idea connect to my own research
question? By thinking critically about the source, you can more effectively translate its essence into your
dissertation. This active engagement is what distinguishes genuine scholarly synthesis from superficial
summarization or outright plagiarism. The goal is to weave the source material seamlessly into your own
narrative, making it serve your argument and contribute to the overall coherence of your dissertation.

Understanding Meaning and Context
The first and most critical step in paraphrasing is to fully grasp the meaning of the original text. This goes
beyond identifying keywords; it involves understanding the author's intent, the underlying assumptions,
and the specific context in which the ideas are presented. Read the passage multiple times, perhaps even
aloud, to ensure no subtle shades of meaning are lost. If the passage is particularly complex or uses
specialized jargon, you may need to consult other sources or consult with your advisor to ensure your
interpretation is accurate. A misunderstanding of the original text will inevitably lead to an inaccurate
paraphrase.

Context is equally vital. Consider where the original passage sits within the broader work. Is it a central
argument, a supporting detail, or a counterpoint? Understanding this placement will help you accurately
reflect the significance of the idea when you integrate it into your own dissertation. For instance, if a
source presents a controversial idea, your paraphrase should acknowledge that controversy or the specific
stance the author takes, rather than presenting it as undisputed fact. This attention to context demonstrates
a sophisticated understanding of the scholarly landscape.

Using Your Own Words and Sentence Structure
This is the hallmark of successful paraphrasing. Once you understand the original meaning, set the source
material aside and try to explain it from scratch. Avoid the temptation to look back at the original text
while you are writing your paraphrase, as this can lead to unintentional copying of sentence structures or
phrasing. Focus on using your own vocabulary and sentence constructions. Think about how you would
explain this concept to someone who hasn't read the original source.

Employing a thesaurus can be helpful, but it should be done with caution. Merely swapping words for
synonyms without considering the nuances of meaning can result in awkward or incorrect phrasing. The



most effective paraphrases come from a deep internalization of the material, allowing you to naturally
express the ideas using your own linguistic tools. Sentence structure is as important as word choice.
Varying the way you construct sentences – combining short sentences, breaking down long ones, and
changing the order of clauses – will further differentiate your paraphrase from the original.

Avoiding Plagiarism in Your Dissertation
Plagiarism is one of the most serious academic offenses, and in the high-stakes environment of dissertation
writing, avoiding it is paramount. Chicago style paraphrasing dissertation Chicago underscores the
importance of ethical scholarship, and proper paraphrasing is a key defense against unintentional plagiarism.
When you paraphrase, you are essentially presenting someone else's ideas, and therefore, you must
acknowledge their contribution. Failure to do so, even if unintentional, can have severe consequences,
including the rejection of your dissertation or even academic sanctions.

The distinction between proper paraphrasing and plagiarism lies in attribution. Even if you have
successfully reworded a passage and used your own sentence structure, if you do not provide a clear and
accurate citation, you are presenting borrowed ideas as your own. This is why understanding the citation
requirements of Chicago style, including both in-text citations and bibliography entries, is non-negotiable
for any dissertation writer using this style guide.

Understanding What Constitutes Plagiarism
Plagiarism encompasses a range of actions, from direct copying of text without quotation marks and citation
to more subtle forms of intellectual theft. It includes:

Copying sentences or paragraphs verbatim without proper quotation marks and attribution.

Paraphrasing without citing the original source, even if you have significantly reworded the text.

Using someone else's unique ideas, theories, or data without giving them credit.

Submitting work that is not your own, such as purchasing an essay or having someone else write
significant portions of your dissertation.

Patchwriting, which involves taking phrases or sentences from a source and rearranging them or
inserting a few of your own words without a full transformation of the original text and proper
citation.

Even unintentional plagiarism, such as forgetting to cite a source due to disorganization, is still considered
plagiarism. Therefore, developing robust organizational habits and meticulous note-taking is crucial
throughout the dissertation process.



The Role of Citation in Preventing Plagiarism
Citation is the antidote to plagiarism. In Chicago style, this typically involves using footnotes or endnotes,
along with a bibliography. Every time you borrow an idea, fact, or specific phrasing from a source –
whether you are quoting or paraphrasing – you must provide a citation. The purpose of the citation is to
give credit to the original author and to allow your readers to locate the source material themselves if they
wish to explore it further. This practice upholds academic integrity and allows for the transparent building
of knowledge within your field.

When paraphrasing in Chicago style, you will typically provide a footnote or endnote that identifies the
author and the specific work from which the idea was drawn. The level of detail in the note will depend
on whether it is the first citation of that source or a subsequent one. The bibliography at the end of your
dissertation will then provide full bibliographic information for all sources cited.

When to Paraphrase vs. When to Quote Directly
The decision of whether to paraphrase or quote directly from a source depends on the specific purpose and
nature of the information you are presenting. Both methods are valid tools in academic writing, but they
serve different functions and require different approaches to integration and citation. Understanding these
distinctions is key to effectively using source material in your dissertation.

Direct quotation is best reserved for instances where the original wording is particularly impactful, unique,
or essential to your argument. This might include powerful definitions, eloquent phrasing, or statements
that have become seminal in the field. Paraphrasing, on the other hand, is more versatile and should be
your go-to method for integrating general information, supporting details, or arguments that you wish to
synthesize with your own analysis or with ideas from other sources. Over-quoting can make your
dissertation sound like a patchwork of other people's words, detracting from your own voice and analytical
contribution.

Reasons for Using Direct Quotations
There are specific scenarios where a direct quotation is not only appropriate but necessary:

When the precise wording of the author is critical to your point. This could be a specific definition, a
legal statement, or a literary passage where the artistry of the language is part of the point.

To preserve a particularly striking or memorable turn of phrase that encapsulates an idea effectively.

When analyzing an author's style or rhetoric, you need to present their words exactly as they are to
discuss their linguistic choices.

When you are discussing a foundational concept or a widely cited statement that is best presented in



its original form for accuracy and recognition.

It is important to note that even when using direct quotations, you must still introduce them smoothly into
your prose and follow them with appropriate commentary and citation according to Chicago style. Short
quotations are typically integrated into the text, while longer quotations (usually over four lines) are set off
as block quotes, indented from the main text.

Advantages of Paraphrasing
Paraphrasing offers several significant advantages for dissertation writers:

Maintaining Your Voice: Paraphrasing allows you to integrate source material into your own
writing seamlessly, maintaining a consistent authorial voice and flow throughout your dissertation.

Conciseness and Clarity: You can often condense lengthy passages by paraphrasing, focusing on the
essential points and making them more accessible to your readers.

Synthesizing Information: Paraphrasing is crucial for synthesizing ideas from multiple sources,
drawing connections, and building a cohesive argument that incorporates diverse perspectives.

Demonstrating Understanding: Successfully paraphrasing a complex idea demonstrates your
comprehension of the material and your ability to explain it in your own terms.

Avoiding Over-Quoting: Relying too heavily on direct quotes can make your work sound disjointed.
Paraphrasing ensures your dissertation is primarily your analysis and interpretation.

When paraphrasing, remember that even though the words are your own, the ideas are not, and thus,
proper attribution is always required.

Crafting Strong Paraphrases in Chicago Style
Creating robust and accurate paraphrases in Chicago style involves more than just changing words; it's
about transforming the source material into your own scholarly contribution. A strong paraphrase
accurately reflects the original meaning, is written entirely in your own words and sentence structure,
and is meticulously cited according to Chicago Manual of Style guidelines. The aim is to integrate the
information smoothly into your dissertation's argument, enhancing its depth and credibility.

The process of crafting a strong paraphrase is iterative. It begins with deep comprehension, followed by a
focused effort to re-articulate the ideas, and culminates in careful review to ensure accuracy, clarity, and
proper attribution. For dissertation writers, this skill is not just about avoiding plagiarism but about



demonstrating intellectual engagement and mastery of the subject matter. A well-crafted paraphrase is a
testament to your ability to process, interpret, and build upon existing knowledge.

Step-by-Step Guide to Paraphrasing
Follow these steps to create effective paraphrases for your dissertation:

Read and Understand: Read the original passage carefully until you fully grasp its meaning, nuances,1.
and intended message.

Set Aside the Source: Put the original text away and try to explain the concept in your own words,2.
as if you were teaching it to someone else.

Write Your Paraphrase: Draft your paraphrase, focusing on using your own vocabulary and sentence3.
structures. Do not look at the original while writing.

Compare with the Original: Once you have drafted your paraphrase, compare it with the original4.
text. Ensure that you have not accidentally retained the original wording or sentence structure.
Check for accuracy in meaning and completeness of the core ideas.

Revise and Refine: Adjust your paraphrase for clarity, conciseness, and flow. Make sure it integrates5.
smoothly with the surrounding text in your dissertation.

Cite Your Source: Immediately after your paraphrase, add a footnote or endnote citation according to6.
Chicago style guidelines.

Integrating Paraphrases into Your Dissertation
Simply inserting a paraphrase into your text is not enough; it needs to be integrated contextually. Introduce
the paraphrased idea with a lead-in sentence that signals its origin and relevance to your argument. For
example, instead of just stating a paraphrased fact, you might write: "According to Smith (2020), a
significant factor contributing to this phenomenon is..." This frames the information and shows how it
supports your point. Following the paraphrase, you should offer your own analysis or commentary,
explaining its significance or how it connects to other ideas.

The transition between your own prose and the paraphrased material should be seamless. The reader
should not feel a jarring shift in style or voice. Use transitional words and phrases to connect the
paraphrased idea to your preceding and subsequent sentences. The goal is to make the borrowed idea a
natural extension of your own thought process, contributing to the overall coherence and argumentative
strength of your dissertation.



Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style Paraphrasing
Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style paraphrasing dissertation Chicago can lead to common errors if
one is not vigilant. These mistakes can range from minor oversights in citation to more significant
misinterpretations of the source material. Being aware of these potential pitfalls is the first step in avoiding
them and ensuring the integrity and quality of your dissertation. Diligence and a thorough understanding
of the principles of paraphrasing and citation are your best defenses.

These common errors often arise from a lack of deep engagement with the source material, insufficient
attention to citation rules, or a misunderstanding of what constitutes true paraphrasing. By proactively
addressing these issues, you can significantly enhance the scholarly rigor of your dissertation and avoid
potentially damaging academic repercussions.

Over-Reliance on Synonyms and Word Swapping
One of the most frequent mistakes is the superficial approach of simply replacing words from the original
text with synonyms. This technique, often called "patchwriting," rarely results in a true paraphrase and can
still constitute plagiarism. It often leads to awkward phrasing, unnatural sentence structures, and can fail to
capture the precise meaning of the original. True paraphrasing requires a fundamental restructuring of the
ideas and sentences, not just a cosmetic alteration of vocabulary.

For example, if the original says, "The pervasive influence of technology has fundamentally altered social
interaction," simply changing it to "The widespread impact of technology has drastically changed societal
engagement" might still be too close to the original and not reflect a deep understanding. A better
paraphrase would reframe the core concept entirely, perhaps focusing on specific aspects of how technology
has altered interaction.

Incomplete or Incorrect Citations
Even the most accurate paraphrase is rendered problematic by an incomplete or incorrect citation. In
Chicago style, this means ensuring that every footnote or endnote contains the necessary information, and
that these correspond correctly to entries in your bibliography. Mistakes can include omitting the page
number (crucial for paraphrasing specific ideas), providing the wrong author or title, or failing to cite a
source altogether.

Remember that page numbers are often essential when paraphrasing, especially in fields that rely on
specific textual evidence. While Chicago style allows for a more concise citation for subsequent references
to the same source, the initial citation must be complete. Always double-check your citations against the
Chicago Manual of Style and your own notes to ensure accuracy and consistency.



Misrepresenting the Author's Intent or Nuance
A paraphrase should faithfully represent the author's intended meaning. A common error is to
oversimplify complex ideas, distort subtle arguments, or present opinions as facts. This often stems from a
superficial reading of the source or an attempt to force the source material to fit a preconceived argument,
rather than letting the source inform your argument organically.

It is essential to consider the author's tone, the specific context of the passage, and any qualifiers or caveats
they may have included. Failing to do so can lead to a misrepresentation that undermines your credibility
and misleads your readers. If a passage is nuanced or debatable, your paraphrase should reflect that
complexity, rather than presenting a simplified or biased version.

The Role of Citation in Chicago Style Dissertations
Citation is the bedrock of scholarly integrity, and within the context of a Chicago style dissertation, it plays
an indispensable role. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for
acknowledging the sources that inform your research, ensuring transparency and enabling readers to trace
the lineage of ideas. For dissertation writers, mastering the citation system is not merely a procedural task;
it is fundamental to demonstrating your engagement with the existing scholarship and upholding ethical
academic practices.

The Chicago style offers two primary systems of citation: the notes and bibliography system, and the
author-date system. For most humanities and some social sciences dissertations, the notes and bibliography
system is preferred. This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to reference sources within the text,
accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the document. Understanding the nuances of
both in-text referencing and full bibliographic entries is crucial for a well-executed dissertation.

Notes and Bibliography System in Chicago Style
The notes and bibliography system is characterized by:

Footnotes or Endnotes: Each piece of information drawn from an external source, whether a direct
quotation or a paraphrase, is indicated by a superscript Arabic numeral in the text. This numeral
corresponds to a note (either a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the
chapter or document) containing the citation information.

Full Citations for First Reference: The first time a source is cited in a note, a full bibliographic entry
is typically provided, including author's name, title of the work, publication details, and page
number(s).

Shortened Citations for Subsequent References: For subsequent citations of the same source, a
shortened form is used, usually including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page



number.

Bibliography: At the end of the dissertation, a bibliography lists all the sources cited in the notes,
organized alphabetically by author's last name. This provides complete publication information for
each source.

This system allows for detailed annotation while keeping the main text free from disruptive citation
markers. For paraphrasing, it is imperative to include the page number in the note to pinpoint the exact
location of the idea within the original source.

Author-Date System in Chicago Style
While less common for humanities dissertations, the author-date system is also part of Chicago style and is
often used in the sciences and social sciences. This system involves:

In-Text Citations: Parenthetical citations within the text include the author's last name and the year
of publication, followed by the page number(s) if applicable (e.g., Smith 2020, 45).

Reference List: A reference list at the end of the document contains full bibliographic entries for all
sources cited in the text, alphabetized by author's last name.

Regardless of the system used, the fundamental principle remains the same: every idea or piece of
information that is not your own must be clearly and accurately attributed to its original source.

Advanced Techniques for Dissertation Paraphrasing
As you progress in your dissertation, your paraphrasing skills should evolve from basic restatement to
sophisticated synthesis. Advanced techniques involve not just accurate representation but also
demonstrating a deeper intellectual engagement with the source material, integrating it strategically to
build your own argument. These techniques are crucial for showcasing your analytical prowess and your
ability to contribute original insights to your field. Mastery of these methods elevates your dissertation from
a compilation of research to a genuine scholarly contribution.

These advanced approaches are about making the source material work harder for your argument. They
require a critical perspective, a clear understanding of your own research trajectory, and the ability to see
connections and implications that might not be immediately obvious. By employing these strategies, you
transform passive reception of information into active, critical engagement that strengthens your
dissertation's core contributions.



Synthesizing Multiple Sources
One of the most powerful applications of paraphrasing in a dissertation is the synthesis of information from
multiple sources. Instead of presenting information from each source sequentially, you can combine their
insights to create a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of a topic. This involves identifying
common themes, differing perspectives, or complementary arguments across various texts and articulating
them cohesively in your own words.

For example, when discussing a particular historical event, you might paraphrase the accounts of three
different historians. You could then synthesize these by stating: "While Historian A emphasizes the
economic factors (Historian A 2015, 78), Historian B highlights the political motivations (Historian B 2018,
112), and Historian C points to the role of social unrest (Historian C 2020, 55). This multi-faceted approach
suggests that the event was a confluence of these distinct, yet interconnected, forces." This demonstrates
your ability to analyze and integrate diverse viewpoints.

Paraphrasing Complex Theoretical Frameworks
Dissertations often engage with complex theoretical frameworks. Effectively paraphrasing these intricate
ideas is essential for demonstrating your comprehension. This requires breaking down dense academic
prose into its core components, identifying key concepts, relationships, and assumptions, and then re-
articulating them in a clear and accessible manner, tailored to your dissertation's audience and purpose. You
might need to use analogies or simpler terminology, but always without distorting the original theoretical
intent.

When paraphrasing a theoretical framework, it’s beneficial to first outline its main tenets. Then, rephrase
each tenet using your own words. Consider the implications of the theory for your research question. Your
paraphrase should not just explain the theory but also show how it informs or relates to your own work.
This often involves framing the paraphrased theory within a sentence that explicitly connects it to your
dissertation's argument, such as, "Drawing upon Foucault's concept of disciplinary power (Foucault 1977,
170–171), we can understand the current institutional practices as..."

Critically Engaging with Sources Through Paraphrase
Paraphrasing can be a tool for critical engagement. Instead of merely accepting a source's argument, you can
use paraphrasing to present its claims in order to analyze, critique, or extend them. This involves
accurately stating the author's position and then immediately following it with your own analysis, counter-
argument, or an exploration of its limitations. This demonstrates your ability to think critically about the
existing literature.

For instance, you might write: "Author X argues that technological advancement invariably leads to
increased societal inequality (Author X 2019, 30). However, this perspective overlooks the potential for
technology to democratize access to information and resources, as evidenced by..." This structure clearly
presents the source's argument and then immediately introduces a critical response, showing your active



and analytical engagement with the material. This method is invaluable for developing your own unique
contribution to your field.

Resources for Chicago Style Paraphrasing
Successfully navigating Chicago style paraphrasing for your dissertation requires clear guidance and reliable
resources. The cornerstone is, of course, The Chicago Manual of Style itself. However, numerous other
academic support services and online tools can assist you in mastering this essential skill. Understanding
where to find accurate information and support can significantly ease the burden of dissertation writing and
ensure adherence to scholarly standards.

Leveraging these resources can transform the often-daunting task of adhering to specific citation and
writing styles into a manageable and even empowering part of your academic journey. Consistent use of
these tools will not only help you avoid errors but also deepen your understanding of academic writing
conventions.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
The primary and most authoritative resource for understanding Chicago style is The Chicago Manual of
Style, the latest edition of which should be your go-to reference. It provides comprehensive guidelines on
citation, formatting, grammar, and mechanics. Pay special attention to chapters concerning citation and
documentation, particularly sections on notes and bibliographies, as these will directly inform your
paraphrasing and referencing practices.

Many universities provide online access to CMOS or have physical copies available in their libraries.
Familiarize yourself with its structure and index to quickly locate specific rules and examples relevant to
your needs. Regularly consulting CMOS will ensure you are applying the most current standards
accurately.

University Writing Centers and Librarians
Most universities offer robust writing center services staffed by trained tutors who can provide invaluable
assistance with paraphrasing, citation, and overall dissertation writing. These centers often have expertise
in various citation styles, including Chicago. They can help you identify areas where your paraphrasing
needs improvement or where your citations might be unclear or incorrect.

University librarians are also excellent resources. They can guide you in navigating research databases,
locating sources, and understanding citation requirements. Many libraries also offer workshops on academic
integrity, citation management software, and specific style guides. Don't hesitate to schedule appointments
with writing tutors or librarians to discuss your dissertation's specific needs.



Online Citation Tools and Style Guides
While not a substitute for understanding the principles of Chicago style, various online citation generators
and style guide websites can be helpful for quick reference or generating basic bibliographical information.
Websites like Purdue OWL (Online Writing Lab) offer excellent, free resources on Chicago style,
including detailed examples of how to cite various types of sources and how to paraphrase effectively.
Citation management software, such as Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote, can also help you organize your
sources and automatically generate bibliographies and citations in Chicago style, significantly reducing the
risk of manual errors.

However, always cross-reference the output of any online tool with the official Chicago Manual of Style or
with guidance from your university's writing center. These tools are designed to aid, not replace, your
understanding and careful application of the style guide's rules.

Your Dissertation Advisor
Your dissertation advisor is your most important resource. They are experts in your field and are familiar
with the specific expectations for dissertations at your institution. Regularly discussing your paraphrasing
strategies and citation practices with your advisor will ensure you are on the right track. They can provide
feedback on how effectively you are integrating source material, whether your paraphrases accurately
reflect the original intent, and whether your citations are correctly formatted according to the approved
style.

Don't be afraid to ask your advisor for clarification on any aspect of Chicago style or paraphrasing that you
find challenging. Their guidance is tailored to your specific project and will be invaluable in producing a
polished and academically sound dissertation. They can also direct you to other resources or faculty
members who might have particular expertise in these areas.

Q: What is the primary goal of paraphrasing in a Chicago style
dissertation?
A: The primary goal of paraphrasing in a Chicago style dissertation is to accurately represent the ideas of
another author in your own words and sentence structure while giving proper attribution through
citations. It demonstrates your understanding of the source material and your ability to integrate it
smoothly into your own scholarly argument, thereby avoiding plagiarism and maintaining your authorial
voice.

Q: How does Chicago style differ from other citation styles regarding
paraphrasing?
A: Chicago style, particularly the notes and bibliography system, uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources,



which allows for detailed annotations. While the fundamental principles of accurate representation and
attribution are universal across citation styles, Chicago's emphasis on extensive notes can influence how and
where you integrate paraphrased material and its corresponding citation within the flow of your
dissertation.

Q: When is it more appropriate to quote directly in a Chicago style
dissertation rather than paraphrase?
A: It is more appropriate to quote directly when the original wording is particularly impactful, unique, or
essential to your argument, such as a seminal definition, a powerful rhetorical statement, or when
analyzing an author's specific linguistic choices. For most supporting details, general information, or
synthesized ideas, paraphrasing is generally preferred to maintain your own voice and avoid over-reliance
on source material.

Q: Can I paraphrase a complex idea from a source without citing it if I
significantly change the wording?
A: No, you cannot paraphrase a complex idea or any borrowed information without citing it, regardless of
how significantly you change the wording. The act of paraphrasing still means you are using someone
else's idea or research, and failure to cite it constitutes plagiarism. Proper attribution is always required
when the information or idea originates from another source.

Q: What are the essential components of a footnote or endnote citation
when paraphrasing in Chicago style?
A: When paraphrasing in Chicago style using the notes and bibliography system, the footnote or endnote
citation typically includes the author's full name, the title of the work, publication details (place, publisher,
year), and crucially, the specific page number(s) where the paraphrased idea can be found in the original
source. The level of detail for subsequent citations will be shortened.

Q: How do I ensure my paraphrases are in my own voice and not too
close to the original text?
A: To ensure your paraphrases are in your own voice, first fully understand the original text. Then, set the
source aside and try to explain the concept as if you were teaching it to someone else. Focus on
restructuring sentences, using different vocabulary, and organizing the ideas in a way that logically fits
your own argument. Compare your paraphrase with the original to catch any accidental similarities in
phrasing or sentence structure.



Q: What is the difference between paraphrasing and summarizing in a
dissertation?
A: Paraphrasing restates a specific passage or idea from a source in your own words, retaining its original
meaning and detail, and always includes a citation. Summarizing, on the other hand, condenses the main
points of a longer work or a significant portion of it into a briefer overview, also requiring citation.
Paraphrasing focuses on a particular segment, while summarizing covers broader content.

Q: How can I effectively synthesize information from multiple sources
through paraphrasing in my dissertation?
A: To synthesize through paraphrasing, identify common themes, contrasting viewpoints, or
complementary arguments across different sources. Then, in your own words, integrate these ideas,
showing how they relate to each other and to your own research question. You would then cite each
source appropriately to acknowledge their contributions to your synthesized point.
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