chicago style paraphrase indirect
citation examples

chicago style paraphrase indirect citation examples are crucial for academic
and professional writing to give credit to sources and avoid plagiarism.
Understanding how to correctly paraphrase and cite information in the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) ensures the integrity of your work and demonstrates
respect for intellectual property. This article will provide a comprehensive
guide to paraphrasing and offer numerous examples of indirect citations in
Chicago style, covering various scenarios you might encounter. We will delve
into the nuances of when and how to paraphrase, the mechanics of constructing
an effective indirect citation, and common pitfalls to avoid. Furthermore, we
will explore the difference between direct and indirect quotations and why
paraphrasing is often the preferred method.

Table of Contents

What is Paraphrasing in Academic Writing?

Understanding Chicago Style Indirect Citations

When to Paraphrase

How to Paraphrase Effectively

Crafting Chicago Style Paraphrase Indirect Citations: The Basics
Common Scenarios for Chicago Style Paraphrase Indirect Citation Examples
Paraphrasing a General Idea

Paraphrasing a Specific Fact or Statistic

Paraphrasing a Complex Argument

Paraphrasing from a Specific Page or Section

Chicago Style Footnote and Endnote Formats for Paraphrases

First Reference Footnote/Endnote

Subsequent Reference Footnote/Endnote

Bibliography Entry for a Paraphrased Source

Common Mistakes to Avoid with Chicago Style Paraphrases
Conclusion

What is Paraphrasing in Academic Writing?

Paraphrasing is a fundamental skill in academic writing that involves
restating the ideas or information from a source in your own words and
sentence structure. It is not simply changing a few words here and there; it
requires a deep understanding of the original text and the ability to convey
that meaning accurately and concisely without altering the author's intent.
Effective paraphrasing demonstrates your comprehension of the material and
allows you to seamlessly integrate source information into your own arguments
and analysis. It is a vital tool for avoiding plagiarism, which is the act of
presenting someone else's work or ideas as your own without proper
attribution.



When you paraphrase, you are essentially summarizing a portion of a source,
but with a focus on capturing the essence of a specific point or argument
rather than the entire work. The goal is to make the source material fit
naturally within your writing style and flow, making it accessible to your
readers. This process also encourages critical engagement with the source
material, pushing you to think about how the information relates to your own
research and thesis. Ultimately, successful paraphrasing strengthens your
credibility as a writer and scholar.

Understanding Chicago Style Indirect Citations

Chicago style indirect citations, also known as author-page or author-date
citations, are the methods used within the text of your paper to refer to a
source. For paraphrases, these citations typically include the author's last
name and the page number from which the information was drawn. This allows
your reader to locate the original source easily in your bibliography. Unlike
direct quotations, which require exact wording and often quotation marks,
paraphrases allow for more flexibility in language while still demanding
clear attribution to the original author.

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes
and bibliography system and the author-date system. This article will
primarily focus on the notes and bibliography system, which is widely used in
the humanities and uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations,
supplemented by a bibliography. The author-date system is more common in the
sciences and social sciences, using parenthetical citations in the text.
Regardless of the system, the core principle remains the same: giving credit
where credit is due.

When to Paraphrase

Paraphrasing is an indispensable technique in academic writing and should be
employed whenever you want to incorporate the ideas, arguments, or findings
of another author into your work without directly quoting them. This is
particularly useful when the original wording is overly complex,
unnecessarily technical, or simply does not fit the flow or tone of your
writing. By paraphrasing, you can distill complex information into a more
digestible form for your audience while still acknowledging the origin of the
ideas.

You should consider paraphrasing in several key situations. Firstly, when you
want to present a source's idea concisely and integrate it smoothly into your
own prose. Secondly, when the original wording is less important than the
core concept being conveyed. Thirdly, when you need to explain a concept from
a source in a way that better aligns with your overall argument. Finally,



paraphrasing is often preferred over direct quotation when the original
language is not particularly distinctive or impactful, allowing you to
maintain your own authorial voice more effectively.

How to Paraphrase Effectively

Effective paraphrasing involves more than just rearranging words. It requires
a thorough understanding of the source material. Begin by reading the passage
carefully, perhaps multiple times, until you are confident you grasp its
meaning. Then, set the original text aside and try to explain the idea in
your own words, as if you were explaining it to someone who hasn't read the
source. Focus on conveying the same meaning without using the original
author's sentence structure or key phrases.

Key strategies for effective paraphrasing include:

e Changing sentence structure: Break up long sentences, combine short
ones, or rearrange clauses.

e Using synonyms: Substitute words with similar meanings, but be careful
not to change the overall nuance of the original.

e Altering word order: Shift the position of phrases and ideas within the
sentence.

e Focusing on meaning: Ensure that the core message of the original
passage is accurately represented.

e Checking for accuracy: After writing your paraphrase, compare it to the
original to ensure you haven't accidentally retained too much of the
original wording or misinterpreted the meaning.

Crucially, always remember to cite your source immediately after the
paraphrase, even if you have used your own words extensively. Failure to do
so still constitutes plagiarism.

Crafting Chicago Style Paraphrase Indirect
Citations: The Basics

In Chicago style's notes and bibliography system, indirect citations for
paraphrases are primarily handled through footnotes or endnotes. These notes
appear at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document
(endnotes) and are indicated by a superscript number within the text. The
number corresponds to the note containing the citation information. For a



paraphrase, the note will include the author's name, the title of the work,
publication details, and importantly, the page number from which the
paraphrased idea was drawn.

The initial citation in a footnote or endnote for a paraphrase will be more
detailed than subsequent citations. This ensures that the reader has full
bibliographic information the first time the source is referenced. For
subsequent references to the same source, a shortened form of the citation is
used, typically the author's last name and the page number. This system
allows for concise in-text referencing while providing comprehensive details
in the bibliography.

Common Scenarios for Chicago Style Paraphrase
Indirect Citation Examples

Let's explore some practical Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation
examples across various common scenarios you might encounter in your
research.

Paraphrasing a General Idea

When you are paraphrasing a general idea or concept from a source, the
citation still needs to point to the origin of that idea. Even if the idea is
not tied to a single, specific sentence, you should cite the page or pages
where this concept is discussed or introduced. This acknowledges the author's
contribution to the development of that idea.

Imagine you are paraphrasing a general argument about the impact of
industrialization from a book by Jane Doe. Your sentence might read:

Industrialization fundamentally reshaped societal structures, leading to new
forms of labor and urban migration.

The corresponding footnote or endnote, assuming it's the first reference,
would look something like this:

1. Jane Doe, The Industrial Revolution's Legacy (New York: Academic Press,
2020), 45.

If this is not the first reference to Doe's book, the shortened note would
be:

2. Doe, Industrial Revolution's Legacy, 45.



Paraphrasing a Specific Fact or Statistic

When you paraphrase a specific fact or statistic, it is crucial to pinpoint
the exact location where that information is presented. This allows readers
to verify the accuracy of the data. The page number is paramount here.

Suppose you are paraphrasing a statistic about rising global temperatures
from a report by the World Climate Council. Your sentence could be:

Recent reports indicate a significant increase in average global temperatures
over the past century.

The footnote or endnote for this paraphrase would be:

3. World Climate Council, Global Climate Trends Report 2023 (Geneva: WCC
Publishing, 2023), 18.

A subsequent citation would be:
4. World Climate Council, Global Climate Trends Report 2023, 18.

Paraphrasing a Complex Argument

Complex arguments often require careful paraphrasing to ensure clarity and
accuracy. When you are condensing a multifaceted argument into your own
words, it's still important to indicate the source. If the entire argument
spans multiple pages, you might cite the range of pages where the core
components of the argument are discussed.

Consider paraphrasing a theoretical concept discussed by John Smith. Your
sentence might be:

Smith argues that the inherent subjectivity of human perception significantly
influences the construction of historical narratives.

The corresponding footnote or endnote:

5. John Smith, The Nature of Historical Truth (London: University Press,

2018), 78-82.

A subsequent citation:
6. Smith, Nature of Historical Truth, 78-82.

Paraphrasing from a Specific Page or Section

Even when the source material is clearly identifiable within a single page or



a distinct section, Chicago style requires you to indicate that page number.
This precision is vital for academic integrity and reader convenience.

Let's say you are paraphrasing a description of a historical event from page
112 of a book by Mary Johnson. Your writing might include:

The battle marked a significant turning point in the conflict, altering the
strategic balance of power.

The footnote or endnote:

7. Mary Johnson, The Wars of the Roses (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2015),
112.

A subsequent citation:

8. Johnson, Wars of the Roses, 112.

Chicago Style Footnote and Endnote Formats for
Paraphrases

The format of your footnotes and endnotes is crucial for adhering to Chicago
style guidelines. There are distinctions between the first reference to a
source and subsequent references.

First Reference Footnote/Endnote

The first time you cite a source (whether by paraphrase or direct quote), you
provide full bibliographic information. This allows your reader to identify
the source precisely. The general format for a paraphrased idea from a book
is:

Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher,
Year), Page Number(s).

For a journal article, the format would be:

Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume,
no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s).

Subsequent Reference Footnote/Endnote

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are
significantly shortened for conciseness. This prevents your notes from
becoming excessively long and repetitive. The format typically includes:



Author's Last Name, Shortened Title of Book, Page Number(s).

For a journal article:
Author's Last Name, "Shortened Title of Article," Page Number(s).

The shortened title of the book or article is usually the main title without
any subtitles. For example, if the book title is "The Impact of Technology on
Modern Society: A Comprehensive Analysis," the shortened title would be
"Impact of Technology."

Bibliography Entry for a Paraphrased Source

In addition to footnotes or endnotes, Chicago style requires a bibliography
at the end of your paper that lists all sources you have cited. The
bibliography entries for paraphrased sources are formatted similarly to the
first reference footnote/endnote, but with some key differences, primarily in
punctuation and the ordering of information for books.

The general format for a book in the bibliography is:

Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Notice that the author's last name comes first, followed by a comma, then
their first name. The title is italicized, followed by a period. The
publication information is enclosed in parentheses, followed by a period.
Unlike in the notes, the page number from which the paraphrase was drawn is
generally not included in the bibliography entry itself, as the bibliography
is meant to list the entire work consulted, not specific passages.

For a journal article in the bibliography:

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume,
no. Issue (Year): Page Numbers.

Here, the author's last name precedes their first name, followed by the
article title in quotation marks and the journal title in italics. The entire
page range of the article is provided.

Common Mistakes to Avoid with Chicago Style
Paraphrases

Several common errors can undermine the effectiveness and academic integrity
of your paraphrases in Chicago style. Being aware of these pitfalls can help



you avoid them.

e Patchwriting: This is a form of plagiarism where you change only a few
words or rearrange sentence order slightly from the original source
without substantial rewriting. It is still considered too close to the
original and requires proper quotation and citation.

e Misrepresenting the Author's Intent: Paraphrasing requires a deep
understanding of the source. If you misunderstand or misinterpret the
author's argument, your paraphrase will be inaccurate and misleading,
even if properly cited.

e Forgetting to Cite: This is the most serious mistake and leads to
plagiarism. Always attribute the source of your paraphrased information,
even if you believe the idea is common knowledge or if you have used
your own words.

e Over-reliance on Synonyms: Simply swapping words from the original text
for synonyms without altering the sentence structure or thought process
is not effective paraphrasing.

e Incorrect Page Numbering: When paraphrasing a specific idea, it is
crucial to cite the correct page number. If the idea is distributed
across several pages, cite the range or the primary page where the idea
is introduced.

e Incorrect Footnote/Endnote Format: Deviating from the prescribed Chicago
style format for your notes and bibliography can lead to inconsistencies
and detract from the professionalism of your work.

Meticulous attention to detail in both paraphrasing and citing is essential
for producing credible academic work.

The process of paraphrasing and citing in Chicago style, while requiring
attention to detail, ultimately serves to enhance the clarity and credibility
of your research. By mastering these techniques, you can effectively
integrate external ideas into your own writing, demonstrating a sophisticated
understanding of your subject matter while rigorously upholding academic
honesty. Remember that the goal is not just to avoid plagiarism but to engage
thoughtfully with the scholarly conversation, using your sources to build and
support your unique arguments.



Q: What is the main difference between a paraphrase
and a direct quotation in Chicago style?

A: The main difference lies in the wording and attribution. A direct
quotation uses the exact words of the original source, enclosed in quotation
marks, and requires a precise citation. A paraphrase restates the source's
ideas in your own words and sentence structure, but still requires an
indirect citation indicating the source and page number.

Q: When 1is it more appropriate to paraphrase rather
than use a direct quotation in Chicago style?

A: It is generally more appropriate to paraphrase when the original wording
is not particularly distinctive or significant, when you need to integrate
the idea smoothly into your own prose, or when the original wording is overly
complex or verbose. Direct quotations are best reserved for particularly
impactful or memorable phrasing, or when the exact language of the source is
crucial to your analysis.

Q: Do I need to cite every single sentence when
paraphrasing a paragraph in Chicago style?

A: You do not necessarily need to cite every single sentence if they all
express the same core idea from a single source. However, you must cite at
least once at the end of the paraphrased section to indicate the origin of
the ideas. It is often clearer to cite after each distinct idea or point if
the paraphrase spans multiple sentences.

Q: How do I cite a source if I am paraphrasing a
concept that 1is discussed across multiple pages?

A: If a concept or idea is discussed extensively across multiple pages,
Chicago style recommends citing the range of pages where the information is
most thoroughly presented or introduced. For example, (Doe, 78-82).

Q: What is "patchwriting" and why is it considered a
form of plagiarism in Chicago style?

A: Patchwriting occurs when you change only a few words or slightly alter the
sentence structure of a source but retain most of the original wording and
phrasing without giving proper attribution. It is considered plagiarism
because it fails to represent the source material as genuinely belonging to
the original author, even with minor alterations.



Q: If I paraphrase an idea from a source that is
commonly known in my field, do I still need to cite
it in Chicago style?

A: Even if an idea 1is widely discussed, if you are presenting it in your
work, you must cite the source from which you learned it. The principle is to
acknowledge all information and ideas that are not your own original
thoughts. While very basic, universally understood concepts may not require
citation, specific findings, theories, or interpretations from scholars
always do.

Q: How does the bibliography entry for a paraphrased
source differ from a footnote/endnote in Chicago
style?

A: The primary differences are in punctuation and the ordering of elements.
Bibliography entries for books begin with the author's last name, followed by
a comma, then the first name, and the full publication details.
Footnotes/endnotes in Chicago style begin with the author's first name, then
last name, and include more specific punctuation within the publication
details. Page numbers are generally omitted from the bibliography entry
itself but are crucial in the notes.

Q: What happens if I forget to include the page
number when paraphrasing in Chicago style?

A: Omitting the page number when paraphrasing from a specific location can be
problematic. While Chicago style is generally flexible for general ideas, for
specific facts, statistics, or arguments, the page number is essential for
readers to verify the information and locate the source accurately. It can be
considered an incomplete citation.
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