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Mastering Chicago Style Paragraph Conclusion Examples for Academic and
Professional Writing

chicago style paragraph conclusion examples are crucial for effectively
summarizing arguments, reinforcing key points, and providing a lasting
impression on your reader. In academic and professional writing, a well-
crafted conclusion serves as the final opportunity to demonstrate your
understanding, synthesize information, and offer a sense of closure. This
comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of constructing effective
conclusions in Chicago style, exploring various approaches and providing
practical examples. We will examine the essential components of a strong
concluding paragraph, discuss common pitfalls to avoid, and offer diverse
illustrations applicable to a range of writing contexts, ensuring you can
confidently bring your work to a polished and impactful finish. Understanding
these elements is key to enhancing the persuasive power and overall quality
of your writing.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Conclusion

A conclusion in Chicago style, much like in other citation systems, is not
merely a place to stop writing. Instead, it acts as a vital component of your
argument, designed to leave a definitive and memorable impact on your
audience. Its primary purpose 1is to restate the thesis in a new way,
summarize the main arguments presented throughout the paper, and offer a
final thought or insight that resonates beyond the immediate content. A
robust conclusion solidifies the reader's understanding of your work's
significance and its contribution to the broader discussion on the topic.

Effective conclusions bridge the gap between the evidence presented and the
overall significance of your findings. They provide a sense of completeness,
assuring the reader that all aspects of the argument have been thoughtfully
considered and brought to a logical resolution. Furthermore, a well-written
conclusion can prompt further thought, suggest future research avenues, or
highlight the practical implications of your work, thereby extending its
influence and value.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Conclusion

A strong Chicago style concluding paragraph typically incorporates several
essential elements to achieve its purpose. Foremost among these is the



restatement of the thesis, not as a direct repetition, but as a synthesized
expression of the core argument, now understood through the lens of the
evidence presented. This demonstrates how the paper has successfully
supported its initial claim.

Following the restatement, a good conclusion will briefly summarize the major
points or arguments that were developed and supported in the body of the
paper. This summary should not introduce new information but should serve to
remind the reader of the foundational pillars of your discussion. The goal is
to reinforce the logical progression of your ideas and the coherence of your
overall argument.

Finally, the conclusion should offer a broader perspective or a final
thought. This could involve discussing the implications of your findings,
suggesting areas for future research, connecting your topic to a larger
context, or offering a final, impactful statement that underscores the
significance of your work. This element elevates the conclusion from a simple
summary to a more profound statement of value and contribution.

Types of Concluding Strategies with Examples

There are several effective strategies for concluding a paper in Chicago
style, each suited to different types of content and argumentative
approaches. Choosing the right strategy can significantly enhance the impact
of your closing remarks.

The Synthesis and Summary Conclusion

This is a common and effective approach that combines restating the thesis
with a concise summary of the main points. It offers a clear and direct wrap-
up of the paper's argument.

Example: "In sum, the evidence presented convincingly demonstrates that the
economic policies implemented in the early 21st century, while intended to
foster growth, ultimately exacerbated income inequality due to their
regressive tax structures and deregulation of key industries. By analyzing
market trends, employment data, and corporate profits, this paper has
illuminated the systemic flaws that led to these unintended consequences.
Understanding these historical economic decisions is crucial for informing
future policy to ensure a more equitable distribution of prosperity."

The Broader Implications Conclusion

This strategy moves beyond summarizing to discuss the wider significance of
your findings. It answers the "so what?" question and connects your specific
research to a larger field or societal concern.

Example: "Ultimately, the study's findings on the long-term effects of early
childhood education programs underscore the critical role of accessible,
high-quality learning environments. The demonstrated correlation between
participation and improved cognitive and social development suggests that
investments in such programs are not merely educational expenditures but
societal investments yielding substantial returns in reduced crime rates,
increased civic engagement, and a more skilled workforce. The implications



extend far beyond individual academic success, pointing towards a more
prosperous and cohesive future for communities that prioritize early
educational opportunities.”

The Call to Action or Future Research Conclusion

This type of conclusion suggests what should be done next, whether it's
recommending specific actions or outlining avenues for further investigation.
It's particularly useful in research papers or proposals.

Example: "The pervasive influence of social media on adolescent mental
health, as evidenced by the correlational data presented, necessitates a
multi-faceted approach to mitigation. Future research should focus on
longitudinal studies to establish causality and explore the efficacy of
specific digital literacy interventions within school settings.
Simultaneously, policymakers and technology companies must collaborate to
develop more robust user protections and promote healthier online engagement
practices, thereby safeguarding the well-being of a generation navigating an
increasingly digital world."

The Thought-Provoking Question or Anecdote Conclusion

While less common in formal academic writing, a well-chosen question or a
brief, relevant anecdote can leave a lasting impression and encourage the
reader to continue thinking about the topic.

Example: "As the historical parallels between the societal responses to
previous pandemics and our current experiences become increasingly apparent,
one is left to ponder: are we destined to repeat the same mistakes, or have
we learned enough to forge a more resilient and equitable path forward? The
intricate dance between public health measures, economic impact, and
individual liberties remains a complex challenge, urging us to consider how
collective wisdom, rather than repeated error, might guide our collective
future."

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Conclusions

Constructing an effective conclusion involves not only knowing what to
include but also what to omit. Several common errors can weaken even the most
well-researched paper.

One of the most frequent mistakes is introducing new information or arguments
in the conclusion. The conclusion should synthesize and summarize what has
already been presented; it is not the place to introduce novel evidence or
entirely new lines of reasoning, as this can confuse the reader and undermine
the paper's coherence.

Another pitfall is simply repeating the introduction. While restating the
thesis is important, it should be rephrased and contextualized by the body of
the paper, not copied verbatim. A successful conclusion demonstrates growth
in understanding, not mere recitation.

Furthermore, ending abruptly or with a weak, anticlimactic statement can



leave the reader unsatisfied. The conclusion should provide a sense of
closure and reinforce the importance of the research. Avoid phrases that
signal uncertainty or a lack of commitment to your own findings.

Finally, overly long or rambling conclusions dilute the impact of the summary
and final thoughts. Conciseness and clarity are paramount. Focus on
delivering the essential takeaways without unnecessary elaboration.

Crafting Conclusions for Different Disciplines

The specific approach to a conclusion can vary based on the academic
discipline and the nature of the research. While the core principles remain
the same, the emphasis might shift.

Conclusions in the Humanities

In disciplines like literature, history, or philosophy, conclusions often
focus on the broader cultural, societal, or philosophical implications of the
analysis. They might explore the lasting significance of a text, event, or
idea, or offer a new interpretation that invites further contemplation.

Example (Literary Analysis): "Therefore, through this close reading of the
protagonist's shifting allegiances, it becomes evident that the novel serves
not merely as a historical narrative but as a profound meditation on the
nature of identity in times of political upheaval. The unresolved gquestions
surrounding the character's ultimate fate encourage readers to confront their
own definitions of loyalty and belonging, proving the work's enduring
relevance to contemporary discussions on societal fragmentation and the
search for self."

Conclusions in the Social Sciences

Social science conclusions frequently emphasize the practical applications of
the research, policy recommendations, or suggestions for future empirical
studies. They aim to contribute actionable insights to understanding social
phenomena.

Example (Sociology): "In conclusion, the ethnographic data powerfully
illustrate the multifaceted challenges faced by immigrant communities in
urban centers, particularly concerning access to social services and
employment opportunities. The observed patterns of marginalization highlight
the urgent need for policy interventions that promote linguistic support,
culturally sensitive outreach programs, and equitable economic integration.
Further research could explore the long-term impacts of such interventions
and identify best practices for fostering inclusive urban environments."

Conclusions in the Sciences

Scientific conclusions typically summarize the experimental findings, discuss
their significance within the existing body of knowledge, and propose future
research directions. They focus on the validity and implications of the data.

Example (Biology): "Overall, the experimental results robustly support the



hypothesis that the novel compound exhibits significant antimicrobial
activity against drug-resistant strains of bacteria. These findings represent
a promising step towards the development of new therapeutic agents to combat
antibiotic resistance. Future research should concentrate on optimizing the
compound's efficacy, assessing its toxicity profile, and conducting in vivo
studies to evaluate its potential as a clinical treatment."

Integrating Evidence and Synthesis in
Conclusions

The most effective conclusions seamlessly integrate the evidence and analysis
presented throughout the paper without simply reiterating it. This involves a
higher level of synthesis, demonstrating how the individual pieces of
evidence collectively build towards the overarching argument.

Instead of listing facts or observations again, a strong conclusion will
refer to them conceptually, showing how they converge to support the thesis.
For instance, rather than saying "The report showed X and the study found Y,"
a more effective approach might be "The convergence of findings from the
report and the recent study on X and Y underscores the critical need for
immediate action." This demonstrates a deeper understanding of the
interconnectedness of the evidence.

Synthesis in a conclusion also means showing the relationship between your
findings and the broader academic conversation. How does your research add
to, challenge, or refine existing theories or knowledge? This
contextualization is key to demonstrating the significance of your work and
providing a satisfying sense of closure for the reader.

Concluding Thoughts on Chicago Style
Conclusions

Mastering the art of crafting compelling conclusions in Chicago style is an
essential skill for any writer. By understanding the purpose, components, and
various strategies available, you can ensure that your papers leave a strong,
memorable impression. Remember that a conclusion is your final opportunity to
guide the reader's interpretation and highlight the value of your work. Avoid
common pitfalls, tailor your approach to your specific discipline, and focus
on synthesizing your evidence in a way that reinforces your argument and
opens up avenues for further thought.

The ability to effectively conclude a paper is a hallmark of thoughtful and
persuasive writing. It transforms a collection of information and analysis
into a cohesive and impactful statement. By dedicating careful attention to
this final section, you elevate the overall quality and effectiveness of your
academic and professional endeavors, ensuring that your voice and
contributions are heard and understood.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary goal of a conclusion in
Chicago style writing?

A: The primary goal of a conclusion in Chicago style writing is to provide a
sense of closure, summarize the main arguments, restate the thesis in a new
way, and offer a final thought or insight that reinforces the paper's
significance and leaves a lasting impression on the reader.

Q: Should I introduce new information in my Chicago
style conclusion?

A: No, you should not introduce new information, evidence, or arguments in
your Chicago style conclusion. The conclusion is meant to synthesize and
summarize what has already been presented and discussed throughout the body
of the paper.

Q: How should I restate my thesis in a Chicago style
conclusion?

A: You should restate your thesis in your Chicago style conclusion, but not
by simply repeating it verbatim. Rephrase your thesis statement to reflect
the understanding gained through the evidence and analysis presented in the
paper, demonstrating how your argument has been proven or developed.

Q: What is the difference between a summary and a
synthesis in a conclusion?

A: A summary in a conclusion briefly recaps the main points of the paper,
while synthesis goes a step further by explaining how these points connect,
relate to each other, and collectively support the thesis. Synthesis
demonstrates a deeper level of understanding and integration of the material.

Q: When is it appropriate to use a "call to action"
or "future research" conclusion in Chicago style?

A: A "call to action" or "future research" conclusion is appropriate in
Chicago style papers, especially in research-oriented disciplines such as the
sciences, social sciences, or even some areas of the humanities, where the
findings naturally lead to recommendations or suggest further avenues of
ingquiry.

Q: How can I make my Chicago style conclusion more
impactful?

A: To make your Chicago style conclusion more impactful, avoid clichés and
vague statements. Instead, focus on offering a fresh perspective, discussing
the broader implications of your research, connecting your topic to
contemporary issues, or posing a thought-provoking question that encourages



continued consideration.

Q: Should the tone of a Chicago style conclusion be
different from the rest of the paper?

A: The tone of a Chicago style conclusion should generally be consistent with
the rest of the paper, maintaining professionalism and authority. However, it
can adopt a slightly more reflective or forward-looking tone, particularly
when discussing implications or future directions, while still remaining
objective and evidence-based.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid in Chicago
style conclusions?

A: Common mistakes to avoid include introducing new information, repeating
the introduction verbatim, ending abruptly or weakly, being too repetitive
without offering new insights, and making overly broad or unsupported claims.

Q: Can I use an anecdote in a Chicago style
conclusion?

A: While less common in highly formal academic writing, a brief, relevant
anecdote can sometimes be used to create a memorable closing, especially in
certain humanities or essay contexts. However, it should directly and
effectively illustrate the paper's main point and not detract from the
overall academic tone.

Q: How long should a Chicago style concluding
paragraph be?

A: The length of a Chicago style concluding paragraph can vary depending on
the overall length and complexity of the paper, but it should be concise and
to the point. It typically consists of several sentences that effectively
summarize and offer a final perspective, without being overly lengthy or
repetitive.
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