
chicago style paper ending

The culmination of rigorous research and scholarly writing, the chicago style paper ending is more than just a
final paragraph; it's a carefully constructed statement designed to leave a lasting impression on the reader. A
well-executed conclusion in Chicago style solidifies your arguments, reiterates your thesis in a new light, and
offers a final, memorable takeaway. This comprehensive guide will delve into the essential components of
crafting an effective Chicago style paper ending, exploring what to include, what to avoid, and how to ensure
your final thoughts resonate with academic integrity and persuasive power. We will navigate the nuances of
summarizing key findings, offering broader implications, and the crucial role of the bibliography in completing
your scholarly work.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style Paper Ending

The primary objective of any academic paper's conclusion is to provide a sense of closure and to reinforce the
significance of the research presented. In Chicago style, this principle is amplified by a commitment to clarity,
precision, and scholarly thoroughness. The ending serves as the reader's final encounter with your argument,
making its effectiveness paramount to the overall reception and understanding of your work.

A well-crafted Chicago style paper ending accomplishes several critical functions. It reminds the reader of the
central thesis and the journey taken to support it. It synthesizes the main points discussed throughout the
paper, demonstrating how they collectively contribute to a larger understanding of the topic. Furthermore, it
offers a final perspective on the implications of the research, prompting further thought and engagement with
the subject matter.

Key Elements of a Strong Chicago Style Conclusion

Crafting a compelling conclusion for a paper employing the Chicago Manual of Style involves several distinct,
yet interconnected, elements. These components work in concert to provide a satisfying and intellectually
stimulating end to your academic endeavor. Understanding each of these parts is crucial for developing a
robust and effective closing statement.

Restating the Thesis in a New Light

The conclusion should revisit your thesis statement, but not by simply copying and pasting it from the
introduction. Instead, rephrase it, demonstrating how the evidence and analysis presented in the body of your
paper have proven its validity and depth. This reintroduction should reflect the journey of your argument,
showing how your initial premise has been substantiated and perhaps even enriched.



Summarizing Main Points and Findings

A concise summary of the key arguments and findings is essential. This is not a mere repetition of every detail,
but rather a distillation of the most impactful points that supported your thesis. Highlight the core
discoveries and insights that emerged from your research, showcasing the logical progression of your analysis.
This provides a clear recap for the reader, reinforcing the pillars of your argument.

Discussing Broader Implications and Significance

Beyond summarizing, a strong Chicago style ending looks outward. It discusses the wider implications of your
research. What does your work contribute to the existing scholarly conversation? Does it offer new
perspectives, challenge established theories, or suggest avenues for future research? This section demonstrates
the relevance and impact of your findings, positioning your work within a larger academic context.

Offering a Final Thought or Call to Action (When Appropriate)

Depending on the nature of your paper, you might conclude with a powerful final thought that leaves the
reader with something to ponder. This could be a lingering question, a prediction, or a subtle suggestion for
further investigation. For some types of academic work, a call to action, framed within scholarly discourse,
might be appropriate, encouraging further engagement with the topic.

What to Avoid in Your Chicago Style Paper Ending

While there are key elements that enhance a Chicago style paper ending, there are also common pitfalls to steer
clear of. Avoiding these can significantly improve the effectiveness and scholarly integrity of your conclusion.
A well-intentioned but misguided closing can detract from the overall quality of your work.

Introducing New Information or Arguments

The conclusion is not the place to introduce entirely new evidence, concepts, or arguments that were not
discussed in the body of your paper. Doing so can confuse the reader and undermine the coherence of your
research. All significant points should have been developed and supported within the main text.

Apologizing or Undermining Your Work

Phrases like "I may not have covered everything" or "this is just my opinion" weaken your stance. A professional
Chicago style paper ending should convey confidence in your research and analysis. Present your findings with
authority, based on the evidence you have meticulously gathered and presented.

Being Too Vague or Generic

A conclusion that is too general or lacks specificity can leave the reader unsatisfied. While you are looking
at broader implications, ensure these are still tied directly to the specific research you have conducted. Avoid
clich�s or platitudes that do not add substantial meaning to your argument.



Simply Repeating Your Introduction Verbatim

As mentioned earlier, rehashing your introduction without alteration is unproductive. The conclusion should
reflect the growth and development of your argument. A simple repetition signals a lack of synthesis and
understanding of the concluding function.

The Role of the Bibliography in the Chicago Style Paper

While not strictly part of the narrative ending, the bibliography is an indispensable component of any Chicago
style paper, providing the final testament to the scholarly foundations of your work. It is a meticulous
record of all sources consulted and cited throughout your research. The Chicago Manual of Style offers
two primary systems for citation: notes and bibliography, and author-date.

Notes and Bibliography System

In this system, footnotes or endnotes are used to cite sources within the text, and a comprehensive bibliography
appears at the end of the paper. The bibliography is typically organized alphabetically by the author's last
name. It includes full bibliographic information for each source, allowing readers to locate and verify the
information you have used.

Author-Date System

The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (e.g., (Author Year, Page)) and is also
accompanied by a reference list at the end of the paper, organized alphabetically. This list provides the
necessary details for each cited source.

Regardless of the chosen system, the bibliography (or reference list) is crucial for academic honesty and for
enabling further research by your readers. It demonstrates the breadth and depth of your research and
acknowledges the work of others. It is the final, concrete manifestation of your scholarly engagement with the
topic.

Tips for Crafting a Memorable Chicago Style Paper Ending

Elevating your Chicago style paper ending from competent to memorable requires attention to detail and a
strategic approach. Here are some actionable tips to ensure your conclusion leaves a lasting and positive
impact on your audience.

Start Drafting Early: Don't leave the conclusion until the last minute. Thinking about your closing
remarks as you research can help shape your argument and ensure your paper has a clear direction.

Focus on Clarity and Conciseness: Every sentence in your conclusion should serve a purpose. Eliminate
unnecessary words and strive for direct, impactful language.

Connect Back to the Introduction: While you shouldn't repeat yourself, subtly referencing the initial
premise or question posed in your introduction can create a satisfying sense of completion.

Consider Your Audience: Tailor the complexity and scope of your concluding thoughts to the intended
audience of your paper. For academic journals, this might involve more technical implications; for a
broader readership, it might be more general relevance.



Read Aloud: Reading your conclusion aloud can help you identify awkward phrasing, repetitive sentences,
or areas where the flow could be improved. This practice is invaluable for polishing any piece of writing.

Proofread Meticulously: Errors in your conclusion can undermine the credibility of your entire paper.
Ensure perfect grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the most important element of a Chicago style paper ending?
A: The most important element is the effective synthesis and restatement of your thesis, demonstrating how
your research has validated and deepened your initial premise.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago style conclusion?
A: No, absolutely not. The conclusion is for summarizing and discussing implications of existing evidence, not
for introducing new data or arguments.

Q: How long should a Chicago style paper ending be?
A: The length should be proportionate to the length and complexity of the paper. Typically, it’s about 5-10%
of the total word count, focusing on quality over quantity.

Q: Can I pose a question at the end of my Chicago style paper?
A: Yes, posing a thoughtful question that stems from your research can be an effective way to prompt further
reflection and suggest avenues for future study.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page in
Chicago style?
A: Chicago style uses a bibliography when employing the notes-bibliography system and a reference list when
using the author-date system. "Works Cited" is typically associated with MLA style.

Q: How do I ensure my conclusion flows logically from the body of my
paper?
A: By carefully summarizing the main points and directly linking them to your thesis and its broader implications,
you create a seamless transition from your analysis to your final statements.

Q: Is it acceptable to offer a personal opinion in my Chicago style paper
ending?
A: Generally, no. Academic papers, especially in Chicago style, emphasize objective analysis. While you can
discuss the significance of your findings, frame it through scholarly interpretation rather than personal belief.
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