
chicago style paper citation template

Understanding the Chicago Style Paper Citation Template

chicago style paper citation template is an essential tool for academic writers seeking to present their

research and ideas with clarity and credibility. This comprehensive guide will demystify the intricacies

of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) citation system, providing you with the foundational knowledge

to accurately cite your sources. We will delve into the two primary citation methods: notes-bibliography

and author-date, explaining their nuances and applications. Furthermore, you will learn how to

construct both in-text citations and full bibliographic entries for a wide range of source types, from

books and journal articles to websites and interviews. Mastering these elements ensures proper

attribution, avoids plagiarism, and enhances the scholarly integrity of your work, making this article

your definitive resource for navigating Chicago style.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems, each catering to different academic

disciplines and publication preferences. Understanding which system to use is the crucial first step in

applying the Chicago style correctly. The choice between these systems often depends on the specific

requirements of your professor, academic journal, or publisher. While both aim for clear and accurate

source attribution, their mechanics for in-text referencing and bibliography creation differ significantly.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The notes-bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities, including literature, history, and the arts.

This system relies on numbered notes (either footnotes or endnotes) within the text to indicate the

source of a quotation, paraphrased idea, or specific piece of information. A comprehensive

bibliography, listing all cited sources alphabetically, appears at the end of the paper.

Crafting Notes: Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes are compiled

at the end of the document. Each note corresponds to a superscript number in the text. The first time

a source is cited, the note includes full bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the same source

typically use a shortened form, often including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page

number.

Key elements of a note include:

Author's first and last name



Title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles)

Publication information (city, publisher, year)

Specific page number(s) being referenced

Constructing Bibliographic Entries

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources consulted and cited in the paper. Each entry

provides complete bibliographic information, allowing readers to easily locate the original sources. The

format for bibliographic entries closely mirrors that of the first note for a given source, but with specific

order and punctuation conventions.

Common elements in a bibliographic entry include:

Author's last name, first name

Title of the work

Publication details (publisher, year)

For articles: Journal title, volume, issue, and page range

The Author-Date System Explained

The author-date system is more commonly used in the social sciences and natural sciences. Instead

of notes, this system employs parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and the

year of publication. A corresponding reference list, also alphabetized, appears at the end of the paper.



In-Text Citations in Author-Date Style

When using the author-date system, you will place citations directly within your text, typically in

parentheses. These citations immediately follow the information being cited. They provide a concise

identifier that directs the reader to the full entry in the reference list.

An in-text citation generally includes:

Author's last name

Year of publication

Page number(s) if quoting directly

For example: (Smith 2020, 45).

Creating the Reference List

The reference list is the bibliography for the author-date system. It contains an alphabetical listing of all

sources cited in the text. Each entry provides complete publication details, allowing readers to retrieve

the sources. The format for reference list entries shares similarities with bibliographic entries in the

notes-bibliography system but often omits publication city for books.

Essential components of a reference list entry include:

Author's last name, first name

Year of publication

Title of the work

Publication details (publisher, journal information, URL)



Citing Common Source Types in Chicago Style

Accurate citation requires understanding the specific formatting for different types of sources. The

Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidelines for a vast array of materials, but some are

encountered more frequently than others in academic writing.

Books

Citing books is fundamental to academic research. The key is to correctly identify and arrange author,

title, and publication information.

Notes-Bibliography:

First Note: Author First Last, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page

Number(s).

Subsequent Note: Author Last, Short Title, Page Number(s).

Bibliography: Author Last, First. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Author-Date:

In-Text: (Author Last Year, Page Number(s))

Reference List: Author Last, First. Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.



Journal Articles

Academic journals are a rich source of scholarly research. Proper citation ensures you acknowledge

the authors and publications effectively.

Notes-Bibliography:

First Note: Author First Last, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page

Number(s).

Subsequent Note: Author Last, "Short Title," Page Number(s).

Bibliography: Author Last, First. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page

Number(s).

Author-Date:

In-Text: (Author Last Year, Page Number(s))

Reference List: Author Last, First. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue:

Page Number(s).

Websites and Online Content

The digital age presents unique challenges for citation. Chicago style offers guidelines for citing

websites, including articles, blog posts, and other online resources.

Notes-Bibliography:

Note: Author First Last, "Title of Web Page or Article," Name of Website, Publication Date (or

Last Modified Date), accessed Month Day, Year, URL.



Bibliography: Author Last, First. "Title of Web Page or Article." Name of Website. Publication

Date (or Last Modified Date). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Author-Date:

In-Text: (Author Last Year)

Reference List: Author Last, First. Year. "Title of Web Page or Article." Name of Website.

Publication Date (or Last Modified Date). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Interviews

Citing interviews, whether published or conducted by the author, requires careful attention to details

such as the interviewee, interviewer, date, and format.

Notes-Bibliography:

Note: Interviewee First Last (Interviewer First Last, Date), Location (if applicable).

Bibliography: Interviewee Last, First. Interview by Interviewer First Last. Date. Location or

publication details.

Author-Date:

While less common for unpublished interviews, for published interviews treated as articles, follow the

article format. For unpublished interviews, the notes-bibliography system is generally preferred.



Other Source Types

Chicago style extends to a wide variety of sources, including films, music, artwork, legal documents,

and unpublished manuscripts. Each has its specific formatting requirements, which can be found in the

official Chicago Manual of Style.

Formatting Your Paper in Chicago Style

Beyond the citations themselves, the overall presentation of your paper adheres to specific Chicago

style guidelines to maintain consistency and professionalism.

General Formatting Guidelines

While specific requirements may vary, general formatting for a Chicago style paper often includes:

Double-spacing throughout the entire document.

1-inch margins on all sides.

A title page (though some instructors may prefer a title at the top of the first page of text).

Page numbers, usually in the upper right-hand corner, starting with the first page of the text.

Indented paragraphs.

Specific formatting for headings and subheadings.



The Importance of Consistency

The overarching principle of any citation style, including Chicago, is consistency. Whichever system

you choose and however you format your entries, ensure that you apply the rules uniformly throughout

your entire paper. Inconsistencies can detract from the credibility of your work and make it difficult for

readers to follow your citations.

Resources for Further Guidance

The Chicago Manual of Style is the definitive authority. For complex or unusual sources, consulting the

latest edition of the manual is always recommended. Online resources, such as university writing

center guides and reputable citation style websites, can also offer valuable examples and quick

reference tools.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style Paper Citation

Templates

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and

author-date systems in Chicago style?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text for citations

and a bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (author,

year) and a reference list at the end.

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system versus the



author-date system?

A: The notes-bibliography system is typically used in the humanities (e.g., literature, history, art), while

the author-date system is common in the social sciences and natural sciences (e.g., sociology, political

science, biology).

Q: How do I format a book citation in the notes-bibliography system?

A: In a note, it's Author First Last, Title of Book (Place: Publisher, Year), page(s). In the bibliography,

it's Author Last, First. Title of Book. Place: Publisher, Year.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in the author-date

Chicago style?

A: For author-date, an in-text citation would be (Author Last Year). The reference list entry would

generally include Author Last, First. Year. "Title of Web Page." Website Name. Publication Date (or

Accessed Date). URL.

Q: How do I cite a direct quote from a source using the notes-

bibliography system?

A: You would use a superscript number in your text following the quote, and then provide the full

citation in a footnote or endnote, including the specific page number. Subsequent citations use a

shortened note format.

Q: Can I use a shortened title in my footnotes and endnotes for the

notes-bibliography system?

A: Yes, after the first full citation of a source, subsequent notes can use a shortened form that includes



the author's last name, a condensed version of the title, and the page number(s).

Q: What information is crucial for citing a journal article in the author-

date system?

A: For the author-date system, a reference list entry for a journal article requires the author's name,

publication year, article title, journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's city for book citations in the

Chicago style?

A: Yes, in the notes-bibliography system, the place of publication is generally required for book

citations. For the author-date system's reference list, it is also typically included.

Q: How do I handle citing sources with no author?

A: If a source has no author, you would typically start the citation with the title of the work. For the

notes-bibliography system, the title would be the first element in the note and bibliography. For author-

date, the title would be the first element in the reference list entry and would be used in the in-text

citation.

Q: Is there a standard font and margin size for Chicago style papers?

A: While not part of the citation itself, standard formatting for Chicago style papers usually involves 1-

inch margins and 12-point font, often Times New Roman, with double-spacing throughout. However,

always check specific assignment or publication guidelines.
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