chicago style paper citation examples
for students

The Chicago Manual of Style: A Comprehensive Guide to Citation Examples for
Students

chicago style paper citation examples for students are crucial for academic
integrity and clear communication in scholarly writing. Navigating the
intricacies of citation styles can be daunting, but understanding the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) is essential for students across various disciplines.
This guide provides detailed examples and explanations for common source
types, covering both the notes-and-bibliography and the author-date systems.
We will explore how to cite books, journal articles, websites, and other
materials, ensuring your research is properly attributed and your arguments
are well-supported. Mastering these citation practices will not only prevent
plagiarism but also enhance the credibility and professionalism of your
academic work.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography
vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation:
the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. The notes-
bibliography system is more common in the humanities, such as literature,
history, and the arts. It uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within
the text and a bibliography at the end of the paper. The author-date systenm,
often preferred in the social sciences and some natural sciences, uses
parenthetical author-date citations within the text and a reference list at
the end. Both systems aim for clarity and accuracy in acknowledging the work
of others, but their presentation differs significantly. Students must
identify which system their instructor or publication requires before
beginning their citation work.



Core Principles of Chicago Style Citation

Regardless of the chosen system, the core principles of Chicago style
citation remain consistent. Accuracy is paramount; every detail of the
citation, from author names to publication dates and page numbers, must be
correct. Consistency is also key; once you choose a system (notes-
bibliography or author-date), you must apply it uniformly throughout your
paper. Clarity ensures that readers can easily locate the original sources.
This involves presenting information in a logical and understandable manner.
Finally, completeness means providing all necessary information for your
readers to find the source, including author, title, publication details, and
if applicable, specific location information like page numbers.

Citing Books in Chicago Style

Books are a cornerstone of academic research, and proper citation is vital.
The specific format will vary slightly depending on whether you are using the
notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, and whether it's the
first citation of a source or a subsequent one.

Books: Notes-Bibliography System

When citing a book for the first time in a note, you will typically include
the author's full name, the title of the book (italicized), the place of
publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page
number(s) being referenced. Subsequent notes for the same source can be
shortened, often using just the author's last name, a shortened title, and
the page number.

e First Note Example: John Smith, The Art of Research (New York: Academic
Press, 2021), 45.

e Subsequent Note Example: Smith, Art of Research, 67.

In the bibliography, entries are typically alphabetized by the author's last
name. The author's last name comes first, followed by their first name. The
title is italicized, and publication details are presented similarly to the
first note, but without specific page numbers unless the entire work is being
referenced or it's a chapter in an edited volume.

e Bibliography Example: Smith, John. The Art of Research. New York:
Academic Press, 2021.



Books: Author-Date System

For the author-date system, in-text citations are brief and placed within
parentheses. They include the author's last name, a comma, and the page
number(s). The full citation details appear in a reference list at the end of
the paper.

e In-Text Citation Example: (Smith 2021, 45).

The reference list entry for a book is very similar to the bibliography entry
in the notes-bibliography system, but the publication year is placed
immediately after the author's name.

e Reference List Example: Smith, John. 2021. The Art of Research. New
York: Academic Press.

Edited Books and Chapters

Citing a chapter in an edited book requires noting the chapter author, the
chapter title (in quotation marks), the book title (italicized), the
editor(s), and the book's publication information. If citing a specific part,
include the page numbers of the chapter.

e Note Example (Notes-Bibliography): Jane Doe, "The Future of Education,"
in Innovations in Learning, ed. Robert Jones (London: University Books,
2020), 112-130.

e Reference List Example (Author-Date): Doe, Jane. 2020. "The Future of
Education." In Innovations in Learning, edited by Robert Jones, 112-130.
London: University Books.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Academic journals are frequently used sources in research papers. Chicago
style provides specific formats for citing these articles, distinguishing
between print and online versions.

Journal Articles: Notes-Bibliography System

For notes, you'll typically include the author's full name, the article title
(in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
numbers, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) of the
article, followed by the DOI or URL if accessed online.



e Note Example: Emily Davis, "The Impact of Social Media on Political
Discourse," Journal of Communication Studies 25, no. 3 (2019): 215,
doi:10.1080/12345678.2019.1234567.

The bibliography entry omits the specific page number referenced in the note
but includes the full range of pages for the article.

e Bibliography Example: Davis, Emily. "The Impact of Social Media on
Political Discourse." Journal of Communication Studies 25, no. 3 (2019):
215-230. doi:10.1080/12345678.2019.1234567.

Journal Articles: Author-Date System

In-text citations are concise, including the author's last name and the year
of publication. If specific pages are referenced, they are included as well.

e In-Text Citation Example: (Davis 2019, 215).

The reference list entry includes the author's name, publication year,
article title, journal title, volume, issue, and page range, along with the
DOI or URL.

e Reference List Example: Davis, Emily. 2019. "The Impact of Social Media
on Political Discourse." Journal of Communication Studies 25, no. 3
(2019): 215-230. do0i:10.1080/12345678.2019.1234567.

Citing Websites and Online Resources in Chicago
Style

The internet has become a vast repository of information, and citing online
sources correctly is critical. Chicago style acknowledges that online
information can be ephemeral, so it emphasizes providing enough detail for
retrieval.

Websites: Notes-Bibliography System

For websites, a note typically includes the author (if known), the title of
the specific page or article (in quotation marks), the name of the website
(italicized), the publication date (if available), and the URL. If a specific
date of access is needed, it can also be included.



e Note Example: Sarah Lee, "Understanding Climate Change," National
Geographic (blog), October 15, 2022,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/.

The bibliography entry follows a similar format but may omit the URL if it's
considered stable and easily found, or it may include a date of access.

e Bibliography Example: Lee, Sarah. "Understanding Climate Change."
National Geographic (blog). October 15, 2022.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/.

Websites: Author-Date System

In-text citations for websites are less common with the author-date system
unless the website has a clear author and publication date. If used, it would
follow the standard author-date format.

e In-Text Citation Example: (Lee 2022).

The reference list entry would mirror the bibliography entry from the notes-
bibliography system, with the year placed after the author's name.

e Reference List Example: Lee, Sarah. 2022. "Understanding Climate
Change." National Geographic (blog). October 15, 2022.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/.

Citing Other Common Sources in Chicago Style

Beyond books and articles, academic research often involves a variety of
other source types. Chicago style provides guidelines for these as well.

Newspaper Articles

Newspaper citations require the author (if known), the article title (in
quotation marks), the newspaper name (italicized), the date of publication,
and specific page numbers or section and page. For online articles, include
the URL and access date.

e Note Example: Michael Chen, "Local Elections See Record Turnout,"
Chicago Tribune, November 8, 2022, sec. A, 1.

e Reference List Example (Author-Date): Chen, Michael. 2022. "Local



Elections See Record Turnout." Chicago Tribune, November 8, 2022. sec.
A, 1.

Interviews

For interviews, cite the interviewee, the type of interview (personal, phone,
email), the date it was conducted, and if applicable, where it was conducted
or how it can be accessed (e.g., personal collection, archive). For
unpublished interviews, specific details are crucial.

e Note Example: Maria Garcia (personal interview, May 10, 2023).

e Reference List Example (Author-Date): Garcia, Maria. Personal interview.
May 10, 2023.

Dissertations and Theses

When citing dissertations or theses, include the author, the title
(italicized), the type of degree (PhD dissertation, Master's thesis), the
university, and the year. For published dissertations, include the
publication information.

e Note Example: John Adams, "Studies in Ancient History" (PhD diss.,
University of Illinois, 2021), 78.

e Reference List Example (Author-Date): Adams, John. 2021. "Studies in
Ancient History." PhD diss., University of Illinois.

Formatting Your Bibliography/Reference List

Whether you are using the notes-bibliography system (resulting in a
bibliography) or the author-date system (resulting in a reference list),
consistent formatting is essential. Both lists are typically alphabetized by
the author's last name. For the bibliography, entries are usually double-
spaced, with a hanging indent for each entry (the first line is flush left,
and subsequent lines are indented). For the reference list in the author-date
system, the format is very similar, with the year of publication positioned
prominently after the author's name.



Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style
Citation

Many students encounter recurring challenges when implementing Chicago style.
One common mistake is inconsistent application of the chosen system (notes-
bibliography or author-date). Another is overlooking crucial details like
page numbers, publication dates, or DOIs. Incorrectly formatting titles
(italicizing instead of using quotation marks, or vice versa) or misplacing
punctuation are also frequent errors. Forgetting to include a DOI for online
journal articles or providing incomplete website information can hinder
readers' ability to locate sources. Finally, not proofreading thoroughly for
citation errors before submission is a missed opportunity to ensure academic
rigor.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations and a bibliography at the end of the paper, commonly used in
humanities. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations
(author, year, page) and a reference list at the end, more prevalent in
social sciences and some natural sciences.

Q: How do I cite a book chapter in Chicago style?

A: For notes, you cite the chapter author, chapter title (in quotes), book
title (italicized), editor(s), publication information, and page range. For
author-date reference lists, the format is similar but includes the year
after the editor(s).

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important in Chicago
style citations?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent unique identifier for
digital objects, particularly journal articles. It's crucial because it
provides a stable link to the article, ensuring readers can access it even if
the original URL changes.

Q: How should I format the title of a website 1in a



Chicago style citation?

A: The title of a website is generally italicized, but if you are citing a
specific page or article within a website, that title is placed in quotation
marks.

Q: What is a hanging indent, and where is it used in
Chicago style?

A: A hanging indent is a formatting style where the first line of a paragraph
or citation entry is flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines are
indented. It is used for entries in the bibliography or reference list in
Chicago style to improve readability.

Q: How do I cite a source I accessed online that
doesn't have a publication date?

A: If a website or online resource lacks a publication date, you can use
“n.d." (no date) in place of the year. However, it is still crucial to
provide as much publication information as available and the URL.

Q: Should I include the publisher's location in
Chicago style citations for books?

A: Yes, the publisher's location (city) is generally included in Chicago
style citations for books in both the notes-bibliography and author-date
systems. If multiple locations are listed, choose the first one.

Chicago Style Paper Citation Examples For Students

Chicago Style Paper Citation Examples For Students

Related Articles

¢ chicago style parenthetical citation for citation tool
¢ chicago style musicologist quidelines
e chicago style preface for blog post

Back to Home


http://chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-paper-citation-examples-for-students.pdf
http://chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-parenthetical-citation-for-citation-tool.pdf
http://chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-musicologist-guidelines.pdf
http://chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-preface-for-blog-post.pdf
http://chem.study

