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Chicago Style Numbered Footnotes in Anthropology:
A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style numbered footnotes anthropology is a critical element for scholarly communication within the
field, ensuring academic rigor and proper attribution of sources. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of employing Chicago-style numbered footnotes specifically for anthropological research, offering
clarity on their purpose, structure, and implementation. We will explore how these footnotes enhance
credibility, facilitate reader engagement, and uphold the ethical standards of anthropological scholarship.
Understanding this citation method is paramount for students, researchers, and anyone contributing to the
discourse of anthropology. This article will cover the foundational principles, practical application, and
common pitfalls to avoid when using Chicago-style numbered footnotes in your anthropological work.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Numbered Footnote System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: author-date and notes-and-
bibliography. For many academic disciplines, including anthropology, the notes-and-bibliography system,
which utilizes numbered footnotes or endnotes, is particularly prevalent. This system assigns a unique
number to each source referenced in the text. These numbers appear consecutively as superscripted digits
within the main body of the work. The corresponding detailed bibliographic information for each citation is
then provided either at the bottom of the page (as a footnote) or at the end of the document (as an endnote).
The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often dictated by journal or publisher guidelines.

This method allows for a clean textual flow, preventing the disruption of reading that can occur with
frequent parenthetical citations. The numbered system is especially beneficial in complex anthropological
arguments where extensive background information, tangential discussions, or direct quotations might



otherwise interrupt the narrative. By relegating these details to footnotes, the main text remains focused on
the core argument, while the footnotes provide the necessary scholarly scaffolding and granular detail for
interested readers. The clarity and precision offered by numbered footnotes are invaluable in a field that
often engages with nuanced theoretical debates and empirical evidence.

The Purpose of Footnotes in Anthropological Research

Footnotes in anthropological research serve multiple vital functions. Primarily, they are the cornerstone of
academic integrity, providing clear and unambiguous attribution for all borrowed ideas, direct quotations,
paraphrased information, and data. This prevents plagiarism, a serious academic offense, and gives credit to
the original authors whose work informs your own. Furthermore, footnotes offer a mechanism for
providing supplementary information that might be too lengthy or detailed for inclusion in the main text.
This could include methodological explanations, historical context, definitions of specialized terms, or even
personal reflections on fieldwork experiences that are relevant but not central to the immediate argument.

Another crucial role of footnotes is to guide readers to the original sources, enabling them to verify
information, explore related research, or delve deeper into specific topics. In anthropology, where research
often relies on extensive ethnographic data, theoretical frameworks, and historical analyses, providing easy
access to these foundational materials is essential. The numbered system, in particular, creates a direct link
between the citation in the text and the detailed reference, making this verification process efficient. This
transparency builds trust and enhances the credibility of the anthropologist's research.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style Numbered Footnote

A Chicago style numbered footnote, regardless of the source type, generally comprises specific bibliographic
elements. The core components are designed to provide enough information for a reader to locate the
source without ambiguity. These include the author's name, the title of the work, publication details, and
specific location information like page numbers. When citing a book, a typical footnote would include the
author's first and last name, the full title of the book italicized, the place of publication, the publisher, and
the year of publication. This is followed by the specific page number(s) being cited.

For articles in journals or edited volumes, the format is slightly different. It will include the author of the
article, the article title in quotation marks, the title of the journal or book italicized, and then the volume
and issue number, publication year, and the page range of the article, followed by the specific page(s) cited.
Understanding these core elements and their correct order is fundamental to mastering Chicago style. The
specific punctuation, such as commas and periods, also plays a critical role in maintaining the correct format.



How to Format Footnotes for Different Source Types in
Anthropology

Formatting Chicago-style numbered footnotes correctly for various anthropological source types is crucial
for maintaining consistency and adhering to academic standards. Each type of source requires a slightly
different structure and set of information.

Books
When citing a book in a footnote, the author's name is presented first, followed by the title. For subsequent
citations of the same book, a shortened form can be used.

First citation of a book: Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

Subsequent citation of the same book: Author's Last Name, Shortened Title, Page Number(s).

For instance, if citing a book by James Clifford, the first citation might look like this: James Clifford, The
Predicament of Culture: Twentieth-Century Ethnography, Literature, and Art (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1988), 25. A subsequent citation would be: Clifford, Predicament of Culture, 102.

Journal Articles
Journal articles are frequently used in anthropology, and their citation format differs from books. The
article title is enclosed in quotation marks, and the journal title is italicized.

First citation of a journal article: Author's First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s).

Subsequent citation of the same article: Author's Last Name, “Shortened Article Title,” Page
Number(s).

An example would be: Franz Boas, “The Limitations of the Comparative Method of Anthropology,”
Science, n.s., 31, no. 806 (1910): 586. Subsequent citation: Boas, “Limitations of the Comparative Method,”
588.



Edited Volumes and Book Chapters
When referencing a chapter within an edited volume, both the chapter author and the editor(s) are
important.

First citation of a book chapter: Author's First Name Last Name, “Title of Chapter,” in Title of Edited
Book, ed. Editor's First Name Last Name (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

Subsequent citation of the same chapter: Author's Last Name, “Shortened Chapter Title,” Page
Number(s).

For example: Annette Weiner, “Foreword,” in Argonauts of the Western Pacific, by Bronislaw
Malinowski (New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 1922), vii. Subsequent citation: Weiner, “Foreword,” ix.

Other Sources
Anthropologists often utilize a wide array of sources, including dissertations, government documents, and
online materials. Each has its specific formatting requirements within the Chicago style framework.
Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most accurate and up-to-date
guidelines on less common source types. Consistency in applying these rules across all source types is
paramount.

In-Text Citations and Corresponding Footnotes

The relationship between in-text citations and the corresponding numbered footnotes is symbiotic. In the
Chicago style notes-and-bibliography system, a superscript Arabic numeral is placed immediately after the
sentence, clause, or word to which the note refers. This numeral corresponds directly to a numbered entry
in the footnote section at the bottom of the page. The first time a source is cited, the footnote will contain a
full bibliographic reference. Subsequent citations of the same source require a shortened note format.

This direct numerical link is what makes the system efficient. For example, a sentence in your
anthropological text might end with a superscript 3: "The concept of cultural relativism, as articulated by
Boas, remains central to anthropological inquiry3." The footnote at the bottom of the page would then begin
with "3" and provide the full citation for Boas's work on cultural relativism. If the same source is cited again
later in the text, the footnote would use a shortened form to avoid redundancy, such as "Boas, Race,
Language, and Culture, 152." This system ensures that readers can easily trace the origin of every piece of
information presented.



Common Challenges and Solutions in Anthropological Footnoting

Anthropologists often encounter specific challenges when applying Chicago-style numbered footnotes due
to the nature of their research. One common issue is the citation of unpublished field notes or interviews.
These often lack formal publication details.

Citing Unpublished Field Notes and Interviews
For unpublished field notes, the footnote should include the date of the notes, a description of the contents,
and the archive or collection where they are housed, if applicable. For interviews, the footnote should
identify the interviewee, the date of the interview, and the location.

Field Notes Example: Author's First Name Last Name, Field notes, Month Day, Year, Location of
fieldwork, [Archival reference if applicable].

Interview Example: Interviewee's Full Name, interviewed by Author's Full Name, Month Day,
Year, Location of interview.

For instance: Jane Goodall, Field notes, July 15, 1965, Gombe Stream Research Centre. Or: Margaret Mead,
interviewed by Author's Full Name, October 20, 1970, New York City.

Multiple Citations on the Same Page
Another challenge is managing numerous citations on a single page. The Chicago style's shortened note
format is designed to mitigate this. However, for repeated citations within a short span, using "ibid." (Latin
for "in the same place") can be appropriate, though its use should be judicious and clearly understandable.

Using Ibid.: If the immediately preceding footnote contains a single citation, and you are referring to
the same source and page, "ibid." can be used. If the page number differs, you would write "Ibid.,
[new page number]."

For example, if footnote 5 cites a specific page, and footnote 6 also cites the same source but a different page,
footnote 6 could read: Ibid., 45. However, if footnote 6 cites the same source and the same page as footnote 5,
it would simply be: Ibid. The use of "ibid." should be reserved for consecutive citations to avoid confusion.



Incorporating Theoretical or Methodological Nuances
Anthropological work often requires lengthy explanations of theoretical frameworks or methodological
approaches. Footnotes provide an excellent space for these details without disrupting the main argument. A
footnote can elaborate on a particular concept or a statistical method used in data analysis, enriching the
reader's understanding without overburdening the primary narrative.

Best Practices for Effective Footnote Usage in Anthropology

Employing Chicago-style numbered footnotes effectively in anthropological research goes beyond mere
adherence to formatting rules; it involves strategic integration into your scholarly practice. Always aim for
clarity and conciseness in your footnotes. While they offer space for elaboration, they should still be direct
and to the point, providing essential information without unnecessary verbosity.

Ensure consistency throughout your manuscript. This applies not only to the formatting of individual
citations but also to the decision of when and how often to use footnotes. Avoid over-citation, which can
clutter the text and footnotes alike, but also ensure that every piece of borrowed information is properly
attributed. Regular review and proofreading of your footnotes are essential. Errors in citation can
undermine the credibility of your research. Finally, familiarize yourself with the specific requirements of
the journal, publisher, or academic institution you are submitting to, as they may have minor variations or
preferences regarding footnote usage.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style Numbered
Footnotes in Anthropology

Q: What is the primary advantage of using Chicago style numbered
footnotes in anthropological research?
A: The primary advantage is its ability to maintain a clean and uninterrupted flow in the main text by
relocating detailed source information and supplementary explanations to the footnotes, thereby enhancing
readability without sacrificing scholarly rigor.

Q: When should I use a full note versus a shortened note in Chicago style
for my anthropological work?
A: A full note is used for the first citation of any given source. Subsequent citations of the same source
within the same document should utilize a shortened note format, typically including the author's last



name, a shortened title of the work, and the relevant page number(s).

Q: How do I cite an online journal article in Chicago style numbered
footnotes for an anthropology paper?
A: For an online journal article, you will typically include the author's name, article title in quotation
marks, journal title italicized, volume and issue information, publication date, and the DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) if available, followed by the specific page number(s) cited. If a DOI is not available, include the
URL.

Q: Is it acceptable to use endnotes instead of footnotes in Chicago style for
my anthropology thesis?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style permits the use of endnotes as an alternative to footnotes. The choice
between footnotes (at the bottom of the page) and endnotes (at the end of the document) is often a matter of
publisher preference or personal choice, but consistency within a single document is crucial.

Q: How should I handle citing a source that has multiple authors in a
Chicago style numbered footnote for anthropology?
A: For a source with two authors, list both names in the footnote, separated by "and." For sources with
three or more authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." (an abbreviation for "and others") in
both full and shortened notes.

Q: What is the role of the bibliography in a Chicago style numbered
footnote system used in anthropology?
A: The bibliography, also known as a works cited list, appears at the end of the document and provides a
complete alphabetical listing of all sources cited in the text. It serves as a comprehensive reference for
readers to locate all the materials consulted and cited by the author, complementing the individual citations
found in the footnotes.

Q: Can I include brief ethnographic observations or definitions in my
footnotes for an anthropology paper?
A: Absolutely. Footnotes are an excellent place to include brief ethnographic observations, definitions of key
terms, or supplementary methodological details that enhance the reader's understanding without
disrupting the main narrative flow of your anthropological argument.
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