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chicago style notes social science is a crucial element for researchers, academics, and students
navigating the complex world of social scientific inquiry. Understanding its intricacies ensures the
integrity and clarity of research, from undergraduate essays to doctoral dissertations. This
comprehensive guide delves into the core principles of Chicago style for social science, covering
author-date and notes-bibliography systems, citation best practices, and common pitfalls to avoid.
We will explore how proper citation not only prevents plagiarism but also strengthens your
arguments by situating your work within the broader scholarly conversation. Mastering Chicago
style empowers you to present your findings accurately and ethically, fostering trust and credibility
within the social science community.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems, each serving different
scholarly needs within the social sciences. The choice between the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system
and the Author-Date (AD) system often depends on the specific discipline, journal requirements, or
professor's preference. Both systems aim to provide clear attribution of sources, enabling readers to
locate original materials and understand the foundation of the research presented. It is essential for
any social science researcher to be conversant in both, even if they primarily utilize one.

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of footnotes or endnotes to cite sources
within the text. These notes provide specific page numbers and source details. A corresponding
bibliography at the end of the work lists all cited sources alphabetically. This system is favored in
disciplines that often engage with extensive quotation, historical analysis, or when detailed
engagement with specific passages of source material is paramount. In social science, disciplines
like history, sociology, and anthropology may frequently employ this method, particularly in book-
length works or in journals that prefer its detailed approach.

Conversely, the Author-Date system relies on in-text citations that include the author's last name and
the year of publication, often followed by a page number for direct quotations. A reference list at the
end of the document provides full bibliographic details for all sources cited. This system is generally
more concise and is preferred in disciplines that emphasize empirical research and quantitative
data, such as political science, economics, and some areas of psychology. Its streamlined nature
allows readers to quickly identify the source of information without interrupting the flow of reading
with extensive footnotes.



The Notes-Bibliography System in Social Science

When employing the Notes-Bibliography system in social science research, meticulous attention to
detail is paramount. Each instance where information, ideas, or direct quotes are borrowed from
another source requires a corresponding note. These notes can appear either as footnotes at the
bottom of the page or as endnotes collected at the conclusion of the chapter or the entire work. The
primary goal is to provide immediate and clear attribution, allowing readers to verify information
and explore the source material further.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely a matter of stylistic preference and publication
venue. Footnotes are embedded directly at the bottom of the page where the reference appears,
offering readers immediate access to the citation information without having to turn away from the
main text. Endnotes, on the other hand, are compiled at the end of a section or the entire document.
While endnotes can sometimes lead to a cleaner page layout, footnotes are often considered more
convenient for readers who wish to consult sources as they read.

Formatting Notes

The format of notes in the Chicago style is highly specific. The first time a source is cited, the note
will include full bibliographic information, including author's name (first name first), title,
publication details (place, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s). Subsequent citations of
the same source can be shortened, often using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
page number. For direct quotations, the page number is mandatory. For paraphrased ideas, it is also
good practice to include the page number for clarity and ease of verification.

The Bibliography

The bibliography serves as a comprehensive list of all the sources cited in the text, arranged
alphabetically by the author's last name. Unlike the notes, which can be shortened for subsequent
entries, each bibliography entry must contain complete bibliographic information. This ensures that
readers can easily find and consult the original works. The formatting of bibliography entries, while
similar to the first note for a source, follows specific rules for order of names, punctuation, and
italicization of titles.

The Author-Date System in Social Science

The Author-Date system, as outlined by the Chicago Manual of Style, offers a more concise approach
to in-text citation, making it a popular choice for many social science disciplines. This system



prioritizes brevity within the main body of the text, allowing for a smoother reading experience while
still maintaining rigorous academic standards for source attribution. The core of this system lies in
its parenthetical in-text citations and a corresponding reference list.

In-Text Citations

In-text citations using the Author-Date system typically appear within parentheses, immediately
following the material being cited. The standard format includes the author's last name and the year
of publication. For example, (Smith 2020). If a direct quotation is used, the page number must also
be included, such as (Smith 2020, 45). When referring to works with multiple authors, specific rules
apply. For two authors, both names are listed, connected by "and" (e.g., Jones and Miller 2019). For
three or more authors, the first author's last name is followed by "et al." (e.g., Davis et al. 2021).

The Reference List

Complementing the in-text citations, the Author-Date system requires a reference list at the end of
the document. This list provides full bibliographic details for every source cited in the text. The
reference list is alphabetized by the author's last name. Each entry includes the author's name, year
of publication, title of the work, and publication information. The order and punctuation within each
reference entry are crucial for accuracy and consistency. For instance, a book entry might look like:
Smith, John. 2020. Theories of Social Change. New York: Routledge.

Advantages for Social Science Research

The Author-Date system is particularly well-suited for social science research that often involves
extensive data analysis, statistical evidence, and theoretical discussions where quick verification of
source origin is beneficial. Its conciseness can prevent in-text citations from disrupting the flow of
complex arguments. Furthermore, many academic journals in fields like political science, economics,
and psychology have adopted this system, making it a practical necessity for researchers aiming to
publish in these areas.

Citing Various Social Science Sources

The social sciences draw upon a diverse range of published materials, from foundational books and
scholarly articles to contemporary reports and online resources. Accurately citing these varied
sources using Chicago style is fundamental to maintaining academic integrity and ensuring the
credibility of your research. Each type of source has specific formatting requirements to ensure
clarity and consistency.



Books and Book Chapters

Citing a book in Chicago style involves providing the author's full name, the book's title (italicized),
publication city, publisher, and year of publication. For a book chapter, you would include the
chapter author, chapter title, "in" followed by the book title, editors (if any), publication details, and
page range for the chapter. For example, a book citation might be: Durkheim, Émile. 1938. The
Rules of Sociological Method. Translated by Sarah A. Solovay and John H. Mueller. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a cornerstone of social science scholarship. When citing an article, you will need
the author's name, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and
issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page range. If citing an online journal article
accessed via a database, you will also include the DOI or a stable URL. A typical journal article
citation might look like: Foucault, Michel. 1977. "Discipline and Punish." Theory and Society 4, no. 1:
22–50.

Reports and Government Documents

Social scientists frequently cite reports from research institutions, think tanks, and government
agencies. The citation format for these documents usually includes the issuing organization or
author, the report title (italicized), the report number (if applicable), and the publication date.
Government documents may also require specific details about the legislative or executive body that
produced them. For example: Pew Research Center. 2023. Social Media Use in 2023. Washington,
DC: Pew Research Center.

Online Sources and Websites

The proliferation of online resources in social science necessitates careful citation of websites and
digital content. When citing a webpage, include the author or organization, the title of the page or
document, the website name, the publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. It is
also important to note the date you accessed the material. For instance: World Health Organization.
2024. Mental Health. https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/mental-health (accessed May
15, 2024).

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style

Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style can present certain challenges, especially for those new to
academic writing in the social sciences. Common areas of confusion include handling multiple
authors, citing electronic sources, and formatting bibliographies and notes consistently.



Understanding these common hurdles and their solutions can significantly streamline the citation
process.

Multiple Authors and Editors

One frequent point of confusion is how to list multiple authors and editors. In the Notes-Bibliography
system, the first note lists all authors as they appear on the title page. Subsequent notes may be
shortened. In the bibliography, the first author's name is inverted (Last Name, First Name), followed
by subsequent authors listed with their first name first. For three or more authors, the bibliography
lists all authors up to a certain number (as specified by CMOS, often ten) or the first author followed
by "et al." if there are more. The Author-Date system has specific rules for in-text citations, as
mentioned earlier, using "et al." for three or more authors in both in-text and reference list entries.

Citing Electronic Sources

The ever-evolving landscape of digital information presents unique citation challenges. For online
journal articles, the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is preferred over a URL if available. If no DOI
exists, a stable URL should be used. For websites, it's crucial to identify an author or organization, a
title, and a publication or last updated date whenever possible. Including the access date is also
highly recommended for online materials that may change or disappear. When in doubt, consult the
latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most current guidelines on electronic source
citation.

Formatting Consistency

Consistency in formatting is a hallmark of professional academic writing. This applies to everything
from the placement of commas and periods to the consistent use of italics and quotation marks. For
notes and bibliographies, ensure that all entries for the same type of source follow the same pattern.
For example, if you italicize book titles in one note, do so for all book titles throughout your work.
Proofreading specifically for citation errors is an invaluable step before submitting any research.

Ibid. and Subsequent Citations

In the Notes-Bibliography system, the use of "ibid." (short for ibidem, meaning "in the same place")
is common for consecutive citations of the same source. If the immediately preceding note cites a
source, "ibid." can be used alone. If the source is the same but a different page is cited, it would be
"ibid., 65." While "ibid." is acceptable, many modern scholars and journals prefer shortened note
citations for clarity and to avoid potential confusion. The key is to be consistent with your chosen
method throughout the document.



Ethical Considerations and Best Practices

Beyond the mechanical aspects of citation, adopting Chicago style in social science research involves
a deep commitment to ethical scholarship. Proper citation is not merely about following rules; it's
about acknowledging the intellectual labor of others, giving credit where it is due, and allowing
readers to trace the lineage of ideas. Upholding these ethical principles is fundamental to the
credibility and integrity of any research endeavor.

Avoiding Plagiarism

The most significant ethical imperative in academic writing is the avoidance of plagiarism.
Plagiarism occurs when you present someone else's words, ideas, or data as your own without
proper attribution. This can range from direct copying of text without quotation marks and citation
to paraphrasing too closely without acknowledging the original source. Understanding and diligently
applying Chicago style citation rules are your primary defenses against unintentional plagiarism.
Always err on the side of providing more citation than you think might be necessary.

Giving Credit Where Credit Is Due

Ethical research involves a generous and accurate acknowledgment of all sources that have
informed your work. This includes not only direct quotations and paraphrased ideas but also the
conceptual frameworks, methodologies, and empirical findings of other scholars. By citing
thoroughly, you demonstrate respect for the intellectual contributions of those who came before you
and situate your own research within the ongoing scholarly dialogue. This practice fosters
transparency and allows for critical engagement with your work.

Strengthening Your Arguments

Effective citation practices can significantly strengthen your own arguments. By referencing
reputable sources, you lend authority and credibility to your claims. Furthermore, by engaging with
and building upon existing scholarship, you demonstrate a nuanced understanding of your field.
Proper citation allows your readers to follow your intellectual journey, understand the evidence that
supports your conclusions, and critically evaluate the foundations upon which your research is built.
It is a sign of intellectual rigor and engagement.

Consulting the Manual

The Chicago Manual of Style is a comprehensive and detailed guide. While this article provides an
overview, it is essential to consult the latest edition of the manual for specific questions or complex
citation scenarios. Many universities also provide online resources or writing center support to
assist students with Chicago style. Familiarizing yourself with these resources will help you maintain



accuracy and confidence in your citation practices.

In conclusion, mastering chicago style notes social science is an indispensable skill for any
researcher in the field. It underpins the clarity, accuracy, and ethical integrity of scholarly work. By
understanding the nuances of both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, and by
diligently applying citation principles to a wide array of sources, social scientists can effectively
communicate their findings and contribute meaningfully to their disciplines. The commitment to
proper citation reflects a deeper commitment to scholarly rigor and the advancement of knowledge.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style for
social science?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-Bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-
text citations (Author Year). Both systems have corresponding lists of sources at the end of the
document (bibliography for NB, reference list for AD).

Q: Which Chicago style system is more commonly used in
social science research?
A: Both systems are used, but the Author-Date system is often preferred in empirical and
quantitative social sciences like political science, economics, and psychology, due to its conciseness.
The Notes-Bibliography system is frequently found in historical sociology, anthropology, and other
disciplines that may engage with more extensive textual analysis.

Q: How do I cite a source with three or more authors in
Chicago style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note lists all authors. Subsequent notes and the
bibliography typically list the first author followed by "et al." In the Author-Date system, in-text
citations and reference list entries will use the first author's last name followed by "et al." for three
or more authors.

Q: What is the correct way to cite an online journal article in
Chicago style?
A: For online journal articles, prioritize the DOI if available. If no DOI, use a stable URL. The citation
generally includes the author(s), article title, journal title, volume, issue, year, page range, and the
DOI or URL. It is also recommended to include the date you accessed the material.



Q: Can I use "ibid." in my Chicago style notes for social
science research?
A: Yes, "ibid." can be used in the Notes-Bibliography system when referring to the immediately
preceding source. However, some scholars and journals prefer using shortened note citations for
greater clarity. It is crucial to be consistent with whichever method you choose.

Q: What are the ethical implications of using Chicago style
notes in social science?
A: The ethical implications are significant. Proper citation in Chicago style is fundamental to
avoiding plagiarism, giving credit to original authors, and allowing readers to verify your sources. It
upholds academic integrity and demonstrates respect for intellectual property.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for paraphrased ideas in
Chicago style?
A: While not always mandatory for paraphrased ideas in the Notes-Bibliography system, it is strongly
recommended by the Chicago Manual of Style to include page numbers for paraphrased material to
aid reader verification and prevent misinterpretation. In the Author-Date system, page numbers are
required for direct quotations but are often optional for paraphrased content unless specificity is
needed.

Q: How do I format the bibliography in Chicago style for social
science?
A: The bibliography is an alphabetized list of all sources cited. For books, it includes author, title,
and publication details. For journal articles, it includes author, article title, journal title, volume,
issue, year, and page range. The specific punctuation and order of elements are detailed in the
Chicago Manual of Style.
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