chicago style notes examples

Chicago Style Notes Examples: A Comprehensive Guide for Academic and Professional Writing

chicago style notes examples are crucial for anyone navigating academic research, scholarly
publishing, or professional writing that requires rigorous citation. Understanding how to correctly
format notes in Chicago style, whether as footnotes or endnotes, ensures academic integrity and
allows readers to easily trace your sources. This guide will delve deeply into the nuances of Chicago
style notes, providing clear explanations and practical examples for various source types, from books
and journal articles to websites and interviews. We will explore the differences between the author-
date and notes-bibliography systems, with a primary focus on the notes-bibliography approach, which
is where the term "Chicago style notes" is most commonly used. By the end of this article, you will be
equipped to confidently cite your sources using Chicago style notes, enhancing the credibility and
clarity of your work.
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Understanding Chicago Style Notes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide used in
many academic disciplines, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. It offers two primary
citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. The notes-bibliography
system, often referred to when discussing "Chicago style notes," utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources. This system is favored for its ability to present detailed source information directly within the
text, often without disrupting the flow of the narrative as much as parenthetical citations might. It
requires two components: numbered notes (footnotes or endnotes) that appear at the bottom of the
page or the end of the document, and a bibliography that lists all cited sources alphabetically at the
end of the work. This dual approach provides both immediate access to source information for the
reader and a comprehensive reference list for further research.

The decision to use footnotes or endnotes often depends on the specific requirements of an



assignment, publication, or instructor. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the same page as the
reference, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or book. Both function
identically in terms of content and formatting for the actual note. The key is consistency in whichever
method you choose. Understanding the underlying principles of Chicago style notes will allow you to
adapt to specific publication guidelines and ensure your research is presented professionally and
ethically.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of superscript numbers embedded within
the text of your work. Each number corresponds to a note (footnote or endnote) that provides the
source information for the preceding text. The first time a source is cited, the note will contain full
bibliographic details. Subsequent references to the same source will use a shortened form, typically
including the author's last name, a shortened title, and a page number.

This system is particularly useful for works that benefit from extensive commentary or require the
inclusion of detailed source information without breaking the reading flow. It allows authors to provide
background information, expand on a point, or cite multiple sources for a single statement without
cluttering the main body of the text. The accompanying bibliography then serves as a complete and
organized list of all works consulted and cited, offering readers a roadmap for their own exploration of
the topic.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes: General Principles

Regardless of whether you are using footnotes or endnotes, the fundamental formatting principles for
Chicago style notes remain consistent. Each note begins with a superscript number that matches the
corresponding number in the text. The note itself starts with the same number, followed by a period
or a right parenthesis, and then the citation information. For the first citation of a source, the author's
first name appears before their last name. Subsequent citations reverse this order.

Punctuation is critical in Chicago style notes. Commas, periods, and quotation marks are placed
according to specific rules. For example, the author's name is followed by a comma, and the title of
the work is typically italicized or placed in quotation marks, depending on the source type. Page
numbers are usually preceded by "p." for a single page or "pp." for a range of pages. Mastering these
general principles will provide a solid foundation for citing diverse sources accurately.

Chicago Style Notes Examples for Common Source
Types

Books

Citing a book in Chicago style notes requires careful attention to author, title, publication details, and
page number. For the first reference, you provide the full publication information. Subsequent



references use a condensed format.

First Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural
History of Four Meals (New York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

Subsequent Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 2. Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 150.

If the author has multiple books cited: 3. Michael Pollan, The Botany of Desire: A Plant's-
Eye View of the World (New York: Random House, 2001), 45.

Subsequent reference to the second book: 4. Pollan, Botany of Desire, 67.

Chapters in Edited Books

When referencing a chapter or essay within a larger edited collection, you need to include the author
of the chapter, the chapter title, the book title, the editor(s), and the publication details of the book.

¢ First Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 5. Edward Said, "Orientalism Reconsidered," in The
Orientalism Reader, ed. Said Edward (New York: Routledge, 1998), 20.

e Subsequent Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 6. Said, "Orientalism Reconsidered," 25.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles involves providing the author, article title, journal title, volume and issue

numbers, publication date, and the specific page number(s) of the article. For online journals, include
the DOI or URL if available.

» First Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 7. Jane Smith, "The Impact of Social Media on Political
Discourse," Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 3 (2022): 112.

e Subsequent Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 8. Smith, "Social Media," 115.

e Article with DOI: 9. John Doe, "Analyzing Algorithmic Bias," Digital Society Review 10, no. 1
(2023): 45, doi:10.1080/12345678.2023.1234567.

e Subsequent Reference with DOI: 10. Doe, "Algorithmic Bias," 48,
doi:10.1080/12345678.2023.1234567.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online content requires the author or organization, the title of the specific page or document,



the website name, the publication date (if available), and the URL. It's also good practice to include an
access date.

 First Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 11. "Climate Change Facts," National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, last modified November 15, 2023, https://climate.nasa.gov//.

e Subsequent Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 12. "Climate Change Facts," NASA.

« If no specific author is listed: 13. World Health Organization, "Global Health Statistics,"
January 10, 2023, https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/topic_2541.

e Subsequent Reference: 14. World Health Organization, "Global Health Statistics."

Interviews

Interviews are typically cited by including the interviewee's name, the type of interview (e.g.,
personal interview, email interview), the date, and any relevant context such as location or
interviewer.

» First Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 15. Maria Garcia, personal interview by author,
Chicago, IL, October 26, 2023.

e Subsequent Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 16. Garcia, personal interview.
e Email interview: 17. David Lee, email interview by author, September 1, 2023.

e Subsequent Reference: 18. Lee, email interview.

Dissertations and Theses

When citing a dissertation or thesis, you should include the author, title, the degree it was submitted
for, the university, and the year of submission. If it's published online, include the database and
accession number or URL.

First Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 19. Sarah Chen, "The Evolution of Urban Planning in
Post-War America" (PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2021), 75.

Subsequent Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 20. Chen, "Urban Planning," 80.

If available online: 21. David Kim, "Al in Healthcare Diagnostics" (Master's thesis, Stanford
University, 2022), ProQuest Dissertations Publishing, 2022. AAT 3000000.

Subsequent Reference: 22. Kim, "Al in Healthcare."



Newspapers and Magazine Articles

Similar to journal articles, newspaper and magazine citations require the author (if known), article
title, publication name, date, and page numbers or URL.

 First Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 23. Emily Carter, "City Council Debates New Zoning
Laws," Chicago Tribune, October 27, 2023, sec. B.

e Subsequent Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 24. Carter, "Zoning Laws."

e Magazine article: 25. Robert Johnson, "The Future of Renewable Energy," Time Magazine,
November 1, 2023, 55.

e Subsequent Reference: 26. Johnson, "Renewable Energy."

Legal and Government Documents

Legal and government documents have specific citation formats, but a general approach in notes-
bibliography style involves providing enough information for the reader to locate the document. This
often includes the title, issuing body, and date.

* First Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 27. United States, Congress, House, Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, Hearing on Cybersecurity Threats, 117th Cong., 2nd sess.,
March 15, 2022.

e Subsequent Reference (Footnote/Endnote): 28. Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform, Hearing on Cybersecurity Threats.

e Statute example: 29. Civil Rights Act of 1964, Pub. L. no. 88-352, 78 Stat. 241 (1964).

* Subsequent Reference: 30. Civil Rights Act of 1964.

First Reference vs. Subsequent References

A fundamental aspect of Chicago style notes is the distinction between the first reference to a source
and subsequent references. The first note provides comprehensive bibliographic details, allowing the
reader to identify the exact source. This includes the author's full name (first name then last name),
the full title of the work, publication information (city, publisher, year), and the specific page
number(s) being cited.

Subsequent references are significantly abbreviated to avoid redundancy and improve readability. For
subsequent notes, you typically include the author's last name, a shortened version of the title
(italicized or in quotation marks as appropriate), and the page number. If you cite the same source
multiple times in a row, you can use the word "lIbid." (Latin for "in the same place") followed by a page



number, or simply "Ibid." if referring to the exact same page. However, Chicago style generally
prefers the shortened note form even for consecutive citations to maintain clarity and ease of
reference.

Important Considerations for Chicago Style Notes

Beyond the basic formatting of source types, several other considerations are vital for mastering
Chicago style notes. These include correctly abbreviating commonly used Latin terms like "et al." (and
others) for multiple authors, and "op. cit." (in the work cited) or "loc. cit." (in the place cited) which
are largely deprecated in favor of shortened titles. Be mindful of the punctuation surrounding your
citations; commas, periods, and parentheses must be placed precisely according to the manual.

The use of italics for book titles, journal titles, and other longer works, versus quotation marks for
article titles, chapter titles, and other shorter works, is a crucial distinction. Consistency is paramount.
If a source has no author, start the citation with the title. If citing an editor, use "ed." after their name.
Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-date guidelines, as
styles can evolve.

The Author-Date System (Brief Overview)

While this article focuses on the notes-bibliography system and Chicago style notes, it's important to
acknowledge the author-date system. In this system, in-text citations appear as parenthetical
references (Author Year, Page) immediately after the cited material. A corresponding reference list,
alphabetized by author's last name, appears at the end of the document. This system is more
common in the sciences and social sciences, but the principles of accurate citation remain the same.

Mastering Chicago Style Notes for Academic Success

Successfully implementing Chicago style notes requires practice and attention to detail. By
understanding the core principles of the notes-bibliography system, familiarizing yourself with the
formatting for various source types, and consistently applying the rules for first and subsequent
references, you can ensure your research is cited accurately and professionally. The examples
provided here serve as a practical guide, but always refer to The Chicago Manual of Style for
comprehensive and authoritative guidance. Proper citation not only prevents plagiarism but also
demonstrates your respect for the scholarly work of others and enhances the credibility of your own
contributions.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes and
endnotes in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement within the document. Footnotes appear at the



bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled together at the end of
the document, chapter, or book. Both contain the same citation information according to Chicago
style.

Q: When do | use the shortened note format for a source?

A: You use the shortened note format for any subsequent reference to a source after its first full
citation. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the page
number, helping to keep your notes concise.

Q: How do I cite a source with more than three authors in
Chicago style notes?

A: For sources with more than three authors, the notes-bibliography system typically lists the first
author's full name, followed by "et al." (and others) in both the first and subsequent notes. The
bibliography entry will list all authors.

Q: Is it acceptable to use lbid. in Chicago style notes?

A: While permissible, the latest editions of The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommend using
the shortened note format even for consecutive citations, as it can be clearer for readers if the
document is printed or accessed in sections. However, if referring to the exact same page as the
immediately preceding note, "lbid." is still acceptable.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in the notes-
bibliography system?

A: The bibliography serves as a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources cited in the notes. It
provides readers with a complete overview of the research materials used and allows them to easily
locate and consult these sources themselves.

Q: How do | cite a government document that doesn't have a
clear author?

A: If a government document lacks a specific author, you would typically start the citation with the
name of the government agency or department, followed by the title of the document and its
publication details.

Q: What if a website doesn't have a publication date?

A: If a website lacks a publication date, you should indicate this by using "n.d." (no date) in place of
the publication date. It's also essential to include the date you accessed the website.



Q: Can | use different citation styles for different parts of my
paper?

A: No, consistency is key. You must adhere to one chosen citation style (in this case, Chicago style
notes) throughout your entire document. Mixing styles can lead to confusion and errors.
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