chicago style notes bibliography
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Mastering Chicago Style: Notes and Bibliography Examples for Scholarly
Writing

chicago style notes bibliography examples for scholarly writing are an
indispensable tool for any academic venturing into research and publication.
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. This article will delve
deeply into the notes-bibliography system, a favored choice in fields such as
literature, history, and the arts, providing comprehensive examples for both
footnotes/endnotes and the final bibliography. Understanding the nuances of
these citation styles is crucial for maintaining academic integrity, giving
credit to sources, and allowing readers to easily locate the information you
have consulted. We will explore common source types, from books and journal
articles to websites and interviews, demonstrating their proper format in
both in-text citations and the comprehensive bibliography.
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Understanding the Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system, often referred to as the humanities style,
utilizes superscript numbers within the text to correspond with either
footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes (collected at the
end of the paper). This system is prized for its ability to provide detailed
citation information at the point of reference without interrupting the flow
of the main text as extensively as author-date systems can. Each unique
source consulted for the first time requires a full citation in the notes,
while subsequent references to the same source are shortened. The



bibliography, a separate section at the end of the document, lists all
sources cited in the notes, alphabetized by the author’s last name, providing
a complete and organized record of research. This dual approach ensures both
immediate reference and comprehensive overview for the reader.

Crafting Effective Footnotes and Endnotes

The cornerstone of the Chicago style’s notes-bibliography system lies in the
accurate and consistent formatting of footnotes or endnotes. These notes
serve to pinpoint the exact location of borrowed material and acknowledge the
original source. The first time a particular source is cited, a full
bibliographic entry is typically provided within the note. Subsequent
citations of the same source, however, are condensed to a shortened form,
usually including the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and
the page number. This efficiency prevents redundancy while still offering
sufficient information for identification.

The First Footnote/Endnote Citation

When citing a source for the very first time, the footnote or endnote should
be as complete as possible, mirroring a bibliographic entry but often with
different punctuation. The goal is to provide all necessary information for a
reader to locate the source. For books, this typically includes the author’s
first and last name, the full title and subtitle (italicized), publication
information (city of publication, publisher, and year of publication), and
the specific page number(s) being referenced.

For example, a first note for a book might look like this:

1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals
(New York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

For a journal article, it would include the author, article title, journal
title, volume and issue numbers, date of publication, and the page number.

2. Sarah V. Smith, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse,"
Journal of Contemporary Politics 15, no. 2 (Spring 2020): 115.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citations

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are
significantly abbreviated. The Chicago Manual of Style prefers a shortened
form that includes the author’s last name, a brief, recognizable title of the
work, and the relevant page number. This system is designed to be concise yet
clear, avoiding the need for repeated full entries that can clutter the notes



section. The phrase "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") can be used for
consecutive citations of the exact same source and page number, but its use
is debated and should be applied judiciously to maintain clarity. Many prefer
the author-title-page format for its unambiguous nature.

Using the previous book example, a subsequent note would appear as:
3. Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 152.
And for the journal article:

4, Smith, "Social Media," 120.

Common Source Types in Notes

The Chicago style provides specific formats for a wide array of source types
within the notes. Adhering to these precise structures is paramount for
academic credibility. Here are some common examples:

e Book: Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

e Journal Article: Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article,"
Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Month Year): Page Number(s).

e Chapter in an Edited Book: Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of
Chapter," in Title of Book, ed. Editor's First Name Last Name (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

* Website: Author's First Name Last Name (if known), "Title of Specific
Page," Name of Website, Publication Date (if known), accessed Month Day,
Year, URL.

Building a Comprehensive Bibliography

The bibliography, a foundational element of the notes-bibliography system,
serves as a complete roster of all sources consulted and cited within the
scholarly work. It is typically placed at the end of the document, following
the main text and any appendices. The bibliography is organized
alphabetically by the author’s last name, offering readers a clear and
accessible guide to the research foundation of the paper. Each entry in the
bibliography provides enough detail for a reader to locate the original
source independently.



Bibliography Formatting Principles

The formatting of bibliography entries differs subtly from footnotes and
endnotes, primarily in punctuation and the order of information. For
instance, authors' names are usually listed with the last name first,
followed by the first name. Titles of books and journals are italicized,
while article titles are enclosed in quotation marks. Publication information
is presented in a consistent manner, and the overall entry is designed for
clarity and easy scanning.

Common Source Types in the Bibliography

The structure of bibliography entries for various source types ensures
consistency and ease of use. Here are the corresponding bibliography formats
for the common source types previously mentioned:

e Book: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

e Journal Article: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Month Year): Page Range.

e Chapter in an Edited Book: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In
Title of Book, edited by Editor's First Name Last Name, Page Range.
Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

* Website: Last Name, First Name (if known). "Title of Specific Page."
Name of Website. Publication Date (if known). Accessed Month Day, Year.
URL.

It is crucial to note that bibliography entries typically do not include
specific page numbers unless citing a collection or anthology where a range
is relevant. The focus is on the full work rather than a single reference
point.

Special Cases and Advanced Chicago Style
Formatting

Scholarly writing often involves a diverse range of sources, and the Chicago
Manual of Style provides detailed guidance for citing less common materials.
Navigating these specific formats ensures that your citations are both
accurate and compliant with academic standards.



Citing Edited Volumes and Anthologies

When referencing a work that is part of a larger collection, such as an essay
in an anthology or a chapter in an edited book, the citation must acknowledge
both the individual author of the piece and the editor or editors of the
collection. In the notes, you would include the author of the specific piece
and then the information about the edited volume. In the bibliography, the
entry is primarily listed under the author of the individual piece, with the
edited volume's details following.

For a note:

5. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Narrative," in Literary Theory Today, ed. John
Smith (London: Academic Press, 2018), 45.

For the bibliography:

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Narrative." In Literary Theory Today, edited by
John Smith, 30-60. London: Academic Press, 2018.

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses, whether published or unpublished, require specific
citation formats. For unpublished dissertations, you will typically include
the author's name, the title of the dissertation (italicized), the degree
sought, the university, and the year of completion. If it is available online
through a database like ProQuest, that information should also be included.

For a note:

6. Emily Carter, "The Social Impact of Urban Renewal Projects" (PhD diss.,
University of Chicago, 2019), 180.

For the bibliography:

Carter, Emily. "The Social Impact of Urban Renewal Projects." PhD diss.,
University of Chicago, 2019.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

The internet presents a dynamic and ever-changing landscape of information,
and Chicago style has adapted to accommodate it. For websites, aim to provide
as much identifying information as possible. This includes the author (if
available), the title of the specific page or article, the name of the
website, the publication or last updated date (if present), and the URL. It
is also standard practice to include the date you accessed the material, as



online content can change or disappear.
For a note:

7. "Climate Change Facts," National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
last modified March 15, 2023, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.noaa.gov/climate-facts.

For the bibliography:

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. "Climate Change Facts." Last
modified March 15, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.noaa.gov/climate-facts.

Citing Interviews and Personal Communications

Personal interviews and communications, such as emails or letters, are
generally cited in notes only, not in the bibliography, unless they have been
formally published. When citing these directly, you would include the name of
the person interviewed or communicated with, the type of communication (e.g.,
personal interview, email), and the date.

For a note:
8. Interview with Professor Alistair Finch, May 10, 2023.

If the interview is recorded or transcribed and made available, that
information should be noted.

Tips for Maintaining Accuracy and Consistency

Maintaining accuracy and consistency across all your citations is paramount.
A dedicated approach to citation management can prevent errors and save
valuable time.

e Use Citation Management Software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can help organize your sources and generate citations in Chicago
style, though manual review is always recommended.

e Consult the Manual Directly: For complex or unusual source types, refer
to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.

e Be Consistent with Punctuation and Formatting: A misplaced comma or an
italicized title where it shouldn't be can detract from the
professionalism of your work.



* Proofread Meticulously: Always proofread your notes and bibliography for
any errors before submission.

e Understand the Purpose: Remember that citations are about acknowledging
sources, providing credibility, and allowing your readers to follow your
research trail.

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes
and endnotes in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference between footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style is
their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page on which the
reference occurs, while endnotes are collected together at the end of the
document, usually before the bibliography. Both serve the same function of
providing citation information.

Q: When should I use the shortened note format
versus the full note format in Chicago style?

A: The full note format is used for the first citation of a particular source
in your document. Subsequent citations of the same source use the shortened
note format, which typically includes the author's last name, a brief title
of the work, and the page number.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if there
is no author listed?

A: If a website entry has no author listed, you should begin the citation
with the title of the specific page or article. The name of the website will
then follow, along with publication information and the URL.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in my
bibliography entries for books?

A: Generally, no. Bibliography entries for books include the full
bibliographic information necessary to identify the entire work. Page numbers
are typically only included in the bibliography for specific chapters in
edited collections or for multi-volume works where a specific volume is being
referenced.

Q: Can I use "ibid." for consecutive citations in my



Chicago style notes?

A: Yes, you can use "ibid." to refer to the immediately preceding note if it
is the exact same source and page number. However, its use is sometimes
discouraged in favor of the author-title-page format, which can be clearer,
especially if there are intervening notes citing different sources. Use it
judiciously.

Q: How are translations handled in Chicago style
notes and bibliography?

A: When citing a translated work, you will typically list the original
author, followed by the translator's name. In the notes, the citation will
include the translator's name and the title of the translated work. In the
bibliography, the entry will usually begin with the original author's name,
and the translator will be credited in the entry.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a newspaper
article in Chicago style?

A: For a newspaper article, the Chicago style note would include the author's
name, the article title, the newspaper title (italicized), the date of
publication, and the page number(s). The bibliography entry would follow a
similar structure, starting with the author's last name.
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