chicago style notes and bibliography
examples

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted citation style, particularly in the
humanities and social sciences. Mastering its nuances for both in-text citations (notes) and
the final reference list (bibliography) is crucial for academic integrity and clarity. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the process, providing detailed chicago style notes
and bibliography examples to help you accurately cite all your sources. We will cover
the fundamental differences between notes and bibliographies, explain the various
components of each, and illustrate common scenarios with clear examples for books,
journal articles, websites, and more. Understanding these principles will not only ensure
your work adheres to academic standards but also enhance its credibility and ease of
navigation for your readers.
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Understanding the Chicago Style System

The Chicago Manual of Style is renowned for its flexibility, offering two primary citation
systems: the author-date system and the notes-bibliography system. This article focuses
exclusively on the latter, which is favored in fields like history, literature, and the arts. The
notes-bibliography system uses numbered notes, typically placed at the bottom of the page
or at the end of the document, to cite sources. A corresponding bibliography then lists all
the sources cited in the notes, providing a complete reference for readers.

This system allows for detailed commentary within the notes, distinguishing it from the
more concise author-date method. The primary goal of any citation style, including
Chicago, is to give credit to original authors, avoid plagiarism, and enable readers to
locate the sources you have consulted. Proper adherence to the Chicago style
demonstrates attention to detail and scholarly rigor.



The Role of Notes and the Bibliography

The relationship between notes and the bibliography is symbiotic. Notes serve as direct
pointers to where information was found within your text, allowing readers to verify your
research or delve deeper into a particular source. They can also be used for tangential
discussions or further explanations that might disrupt the flow of the main text.

The bibliography, on the other hand, acts as an alphabetical inventory of every source
you've referenced in your notes. It provides a comprehensive overview of your research
and serves as a quick reference for readers interested in your source material. While notes
are often more detailed in their initial appearance, bibliographical entries are typically
more standardized and presented alphabetically for ease of access.

Crafting Chicago Style Notes: First and
Subsequent References

In the notes-bibliography system, the first time a source is cited, a full note is generally
required. This note includes all the necessary bibliographical information for that specific
source. Subsequent references to the same source are then typically shortened, often
using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number(s).

The purpose of the shortened note is to avoid redundancy while still clearly identifying the
source. It's essential to maintain consistency in how you present these shortened notes
throughout your work. The specific format for shortened notes can vary slightly, but the
core principle remains the same: clear identification with minimal detail.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style Note

A full Chicago style note typically includes the author's name(s) (first name, then last
name), the title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles or
chapters), publication details (place, publisher, year for books; journal title, volume, issue,
year for articles), and specific page numbers or ranges.

The order of these elements and the punctuation used are critical. For books, the note
often starts with the author's first name, followed by the title, then publication
information, and finally the page number. For journal articles, it might begin with the
article title, followed by the journal title, volume, issue, date, and page numbers.

Chicago Style Note Examples

Here are some common examples illustrating how to format Chicago style notes:

e Book (Full Note): 1. John Smith, The History of Ideas (New York: Academic Press,
2020), 45.



¢ Book (Subsequent Note): 2. Smith, History of Ideas, 78.

¢ Journal Article (Full Note): 3. Jane Doe, "The Impact of Technology on Education,"
Journal of Modern Learning 15, no. 2 (2021): 112.

¢ Journal Article (Subsequent Note): 4. Doe, "Impact of Technology," 115.

« Website (Full Note): 5. Sarah Lee, "Understanding Citation Styles," Academic
Writing Hub, last modified October 15, 2022,
https://www.academicwritinghub.com/citationstyles.

e Website (Subsequent Note): 6. Lee, "Understanding Citation Styles."

Building Your Chicago Style Bibliography

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in your notes. Unlike the
notes, which can vary slightly in their presentation based on whether it's a first or
subsequent reference, bibliography entries are more standardized. Each entry provides
full publication details for the source.

The bibliography is designed for easy reference. By arranging entries alphabetically by the
author's last name, readers can quickly locate the full details of any source mentioned in
your notes. This organized approach enhances the overall usability of your academic work.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style
Bibliography Entry

A Chicago style bibliography entry for a book typically includes the author's last name,
then first name, the title of the work (italicized), publication place, publisher, and year.
For journal articles, it includes the author's last name, then first name, the article title (in
quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), volume, issue number, publication year, and
page range of the article.

Online sources require elements such as the author's name, title of the page or article,
website name, publication or last modified date, and the URL. Consistency in formatting,
especially with punctuation and capitalization, is key to a well-crafted bibliography.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples

Here are corresponding bibliography entries for the note examples provided earlier:

e Smith, John. The History of Ideas. New York: Academic Press, 2020.



e Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Journal of Modern Learning 15,
no. 2 (2021): 110-125.

e Lee, Sarah. "Understanding Citation Styles." Academic Writing Hub. Last modified
October 15, 2022. https://www.academicwritinghub.com/citationstyles.

Citing Different Source Types in Chicago Style

Chicago style accommodates a wide range of source materials. The specific formatting will
adapt based on whether you are citing a book, a journal article, a website, a chapter in an
edited book, a dissertation, or a newspaper article. Understanding these variations is
essential for accurate citation.

Each source type has unique identifying information that needs to be captured. The key is
to identify the core elements of publication for each source and arrange them according to
the Chicago Manual of Style's guidelines for notes and bibliography.

Books: Examples for Notes and Bibliography

Citing books is fundamental in academic writing. Whether it's a single-author work,
multiple authors, or an edited volume, Chicago style provides clear guidelines.

Single-Author Book

e Note: 7. Eleanor Vance, The Art of Photography (London: Prestige Publishing, 2019),
88.

e Bibliography: Vance, Eleanor. The Art of Photography. London: Prestige Publishing,
20109.

Book with Two or Three Authors

e Note: 8. Robert Green and Maria Chen, Global Economic Trends (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2022), 152.

e Bibliography: Green, Robert, and Maria Chen. Global Economic Trends. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2022.



Book with More Than Three Authors

¢ Note: 9. For works with more than three authors, list all authors in the first note,
and in subsequent notes and the bibliography, list the first author followed by "et al."
(Latin for "and others"). For example: David Miller et al., Fundamentals of Chemistry
(Boston: Science Books, 2018), 310.

e Bibliography: Miller, David, Sarah Adams, John Davis, and Emily White.
Fundamentals of Chemistry. Boston: Science Books, 2018.

Edited Book

e Note: 10. Michael Brown, ed., Readings in Political Science (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2020), 210.

e Bibliography: Brown, Michael, ed. Readings in Political Science. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2020.

Chapter or Essay in an Edited Book

e Note: 11. Emily Carter, "The Evolution of Democracy," in Readings in Political
Science, ed. Michael Brown (New York: Oxford University Press, 2020), 215-230.

e Bibliography: Carter, Emily. "The Evolution of Democracy." In Readings in Political
Science, edited by Michael Brown, 215-230. New York: Oxford University Press,
2020.

Journal Articles: Examples for Notes and
Bibliography

Academic journals are a cornerstone of scholarly research. Citing them accurately ensures
you properly attribute the findings of other researchers.

Journal Article with One Author

e Note: 12. Aisha Khan, "Cognitive Biases in Decision Making," Psychological Review
128, no. 4 (2023): 567.



e Bibliography: Khan, Aisha. "Cognitive Biases in Decision Making." Psychological
Review 128, no. 4 (2023): 560-580.

Journal Article with Two Authors

e Note: 13. Benjamin Lee and Chloe Kim, "The Future of Renewable Energy," Energy
Policy Journal 55, no. 1 (2022): 34.

e Bibliography: Lee, Benjamin, and Chloe Kim. "The Future of Renewable Energy."
Energy Policy Journal 55, no. 1 (2022): 30-45.

Journal Article Found Online (with DOI)

A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a persistent link to an online document. When available,
it's preferred over a URL.

e Note: 14. Sarah Patel, "Al in Healthcare: A Paradigm Shift," Journal of Biomedical
Informatics 70 (2022): article 104123. d0i:10.1016/j.jbi.2022.104123.

e Bibliography: Patel, Sarah. "Al in Healthcare: A Paradigm Shift." Journal of
Biomedical Informatics 70 (2022): article 104123. doi:10.1016/j.jbi.2022.104123.

Websites and Online Resources: Examples for
Notes and Bibliography

The internet provides vast resources, but citing them requires careful attention to detail,
as web pages can change or disappear.

Web Page with Author and Date

e Note: 15. David Garcia, "The Economic Impact of Globalization," World Affairs
Today, September 20, 2023, https://www.worldaffairs.com/globalizationimpact.

e Bibliography: Garcia, David. "The Economic Impact of Globalization." World Affairs
Today. September 20, 2023. https://www.worldaffairs.com/globalizationimpact.



Web Page without a Specific Author (Corporate Author)

e Note: 16. World Health Organization, "Global Health Statistics Report 2023,"
accessed November 1, 2023, https://www.who.int/reports/2023.

e Bibliography: World Health Organization. "Global Health Statistics Report 2023."
Accessed November 1, 2023. https://www.who.int/reports/2023.

Web Page without a Date

If a publication or last modified date is unavailable, you can note this in the citation.

e Note: 17. "Understanding Climate Change," Environmental Protection Agency,
accessed October 28, 2023, https://www.epa.gov/climatechange.

e Bibliography: "Understanding Climate Change." Environmental Protection Agency.
Accessed October 28, 2023. https://www.epa.gov/climatechange.

Other Common Source Types

Chicago style also provides guidance for less common but still important source types,
such as interviews, government documents, and multimedia. The principles of identifying
core publication information remain the same.

Interview

e Note: 18. Personal interview with Dr. Evelyn Reed, June 5, 2023.

e Bibliography: Reed, Evelyn. Personal interview. June 5, 2023.

Government Document

e Note: 19. United States, Congress, Joint Economic Committee, The State of the
American Workforce, S. Rept. 117-50 (Washington, DC: Government Publishing
Office, 2021), 15.

e Bibliography: United States. Congress. Joint Economic Committee. The State of the
American Workforce. S. Rept. 117-50. Washington, DC: Government Publishing
Office, 2021.



Formatting and Style Considerations

Beyond the specific elements of each citation, Chicago style also dictates formatting
conventions. This includes the numbering of notes, the use of superscripts for note
numbers in the text, and the overall presentation of the bibliography. Ensuring
consistency in these details is paramount for a professional and polished academic paper.

Pay close attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the use of italics versus quotation
marks. These seemingly small details contribute significantly to the clarity and adherence
to scholarly standards required by the Chicago Manual of Style.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Several common mistakes can undermine the accuracy of your Chicago style citations.
These often include inconsistent formatting between notes and the bibliography, incorrect
placement of punctuation, and errors in capitalization or italicization. Another frequent
issue is failing to distinguish between different types of sources, leading to incorrect
citation elements being included.

Ensuring that every source cited in your notes appears in your bibliography, and vice
versa, is a fundamental check. Proofreading your citations carefully against the Chicago
Manual of Style or reliable online resources is an essential step in the writing process.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago
style note and a bibliography entry?

A: The primary difference lies in their purpose and detail. A Chicago style note provides
immediate reference to a source at a specific point in the text, often including page
numbers. A bibliography entry, on the other hand, is a more comprehensive bibliographic
record of every source cited, presented alphabetically at the end of the document.

Q: When do I use a shortened note in Chicago style?

A: Shortened notes are used for subsequent references to a source that has already been
fully cited. They typically include the author's last name, a shortened version of the title,

and the page number, making it easy for readers to identify the source without repeating
all the bibliographic information.



Q: How do I cite a source that has no author listed?

A: If a source has no identifiable author, you begin the citation with the title of the work in
Chicago style notes and bibliography. For online sources without an author, you may use
the name of the organization or corporate author.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in Chicago
style?

A: Citing websites involves providing the author (or organization), the title of the specific
page or article, the name of the website, the date of publication or last modification, and
the URL. If no date is available, you can indicate "n.d." for no date, or note the access
date.

Q: Should I include page numbers in my bibliography
entries?

A: Page numbers are generally not included in the bibliography entry for a book, as the
bibliography refers to the entire work. However, for articles or chapters within a larger
work, the full range of pages for that specific contribution is included in the bibliography
entry.

Q: What is the significance of a DOI in Chicago style
citations?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric identifier for electronic
documents. When available for a journal article or other online resource, it is preferred
over a URL because it is a persistent link that is less likely to break, ensuring readers can
reliably access the source.

Q: How do I format the bibliography in Chicago style?

A: The Chicago style bibliography is presented as an alphabetical list of all sources cited in
the notes. Entries are typically arranged by the author's last name. The formatting of
individual entries depends on the type of source being cited, with specific rules for books,
articles, websites, and more.
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