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Chicago Style Notes and Bibliography Examples for Term Papers

Chicago style notes and bibliography examples term paper are crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication. Mastering this citation system ensures your research is properly attributed, avoiding
plagiarism and enhancing your credibility as a scholar. This comprehensive guide will demystify the
intricacies of Chicago style, providing detailed explanations and practical examples for both footnote/endnote
citations and the bibliography. We will cover common source types, explain the fundamental differences
between notes and bibliography entries, and offer best practices for maintaining accuracy and consistency
throughout your term paper. Understanding these elements is essential for presenting polished, professional

academic work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely used citation styles in academic writing. It
offers two distinct systems for citing sources: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For
term papers, especially in the humanities and some social sciences, the notes-bibliography system is often
preferred. This system uses footnotes or endnotes to provide citation information within the text, with a

comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper listing all consulted sources.

The foundational principle of Chicago style, regardless of which system you employ, is to provide readers
with clear, accessible information about your sources. This allows them to locate and verify the information
you present, contributing to the transparency and rigor of your research. Adhering to CMOS demonstrates

a commitment to scholarly standards and a respect for intellectual property.



The Role of Notes in Chicago Style

In the notes-bibliography system of Chicago style, notes serve a dual purpose: they cite sources and can also
provide supplementary information. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is
made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the paper, before the bibliography. Each note is linked to a

corresponding superscript number in the text.

First-Time Note Citations

‘When a source is cited for the first time in your paper using the notes-bibliography system, the note entry
is usually more detailed. This initial citation includes all the necessary bibliographic information to uniquely

identify the source. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened.
For a book, the first footnote/endnote typically includes the author's full name, the title of the book in
italics, the place of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) being

referenced. For example:

1. John Smith, The History of Academic Citation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent Note Citations

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are abbreviated. The most common
method is to use the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if it's a full title citation), and the

page number.

2. Smith, History of Academic Citation, 112.

If you are citing consecutive notes from the same source immediately after each other, you can use the
term "Ibid." which stands for ibidem (Latin for "in the same place"). If the page number is the same, you can

simply write "Ibid." If the page number differs, you would add the new page number after "Ibid."

3. Ibid.
4. Ibid., 150.

Notes for Supplementary Material

Beyond citation, notes can be used to offer additional commentary, explanations, or digressions that might



interrupt the flow of the main text. This allows you to provide context or further detail without disrupting

the reader's experience of your argument.

Crafting Your Chicago Style Bibliography

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources you consulted and cited in your term paper. It
appears at the very end of your document, after any appendices and before the index (if applicable). Unlike
the notes, the bibliography entries are typically more concise and formatted for easy scanning and

alphabetical arrangement.
The primary goal of the bibliography is to provide a complete overview of the research that informed your

paper, allowing readers to explore your sources further. It acts as a crucial reference point for anyone

interested in the scholarly conversation your paper engages with.

Bibliography Entry Format

While note entries begin with the author's first name, bibliography entries typically begin with the
author's last name, followed by their first name. The title of the work is italicized, and publication details

are presented in a slightly different order than in notes.
For a book, a typical bibliography entry looks like this:
Smith, John. The History of Academic Citation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Notice the use of periods to separate elements and the absence of the specific page number unless it refers

to an article within a larger work. The entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name.

Alphabetical Order

Strict adherence to alphabetical order is paramount in a Chicago style bibliography. For sources with the
same author, list them chronologically by publication date, with the earliest first. If there are multiple
works by the same author published in the same year, use lowercase letters (a, b, ) after the year to

distinguish them, and use these same letters in your in-text citations or notes.



Common Source Types and Examples

Understanding how to format various types of sources is fundamental to mastering Chicago style. Here are

examples for some of the most frequently encountered materials in academic term papers.

Books

Single Author Book:

Note: Jane Doe, The Art of Research (New York: Penguin Books, 2018), 78.

Bibliography: Doe, Jane. The Art of Research. New York: Penguin Books, 2018.

Book with Two or Three Authors:

Note: Richard Roe and Emily White, Understanding Scholarly Works (London: Oxford University Press,
2021), 201.

Bibliography: Roe, Richard, and Emily White. Understanding Scholarly Works. London: Oxford
University Press, 2021.

Edited Book:

Note: Sarah Green, ed., Essays on Modern Scholarship (Boston: Harvard University Press, 2019), 15.
Bibliography: Green, Sarah, ed. Essays on Modern Scholarship. Boston: Harvard University Press, 2019.

Journal Articles

Journal Article:

Note: Michael Black, "The Evolution of Citation Practices,” Journal of Academic History 35, no. 2 (2022):
115.

Bibliography: Black, Michael. "The Evolution of Citation Practices." Journal of Academic History 35, no. 2
(2022): 110-130.

Journal Article (online):

Note: Michael Black, "The Evolution of Citation Practices," Journal of Academic History 35, no. 2 (2022):
115, https://doi.org/10.xxxx/jah.2022.35.2.115.

Bibliography: Black, Michael. "The Evolution of Citation Practices." Journal of Academic History 35, no. 2
(2022): 110-130. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/jah.2022.35.2.115.

Websites and Online Sources

Website Page:
Note: "About Us," The Research Institute, last modified October 26, 2023,

https://www.theresearchinstitute.org/about.



Bibliography: "About Us." The Research Institute. Last modified October 26, 2023.
https://www.theresearchinstitute.org/about.

Online News Article:

Note: Emily Stone, "New Study Reveals Surprising Trends," The Daily Chronicle, November 15, 2023,
https://www.dailychronicle.com/news/new-study.

Bibliography: Stone, Emily. "New Study Reveals Surprising Trends." The Daily Chronicle, November 15,

2023. https://www.dailychronicle.com/news/new-study.

In-Text Citations vs. Notes vs. Bibliography

It is essential to understand the distinct roles of in-text citations, notes, and the bibliography within the
Chicago style notes-bibliography system. They work together to provide a comprehensive and clear

citation trail.

In-Text Citations

In this system, in-text citations are typically just superscript numbers corresponding to your footnotes or
endnotes. You do not usually include author-date or shortened titles directly in the running text, as is

common in other styles. The number directly signals that further information is available in the notes.

Notes as the Primary Citation Device

The notes (footnotes or endnotes) are the primary location for citation information when a specific piece of
information is drawn from a source. They provide the detailed bibliographic data necessary for that specific

reference. As discussed, they also have the capacity for supplementary commentary.

The Bibliography as a Comprehensive List

The bibliography serves as a consolidated, alphabetical directory of all sources cited in the notes. It is
designed for easy access and overview, allowing readers to quickly identify the scope and nature of your
research. Every source cited in the notes must appear in the bibliography, and ideally, every source in the

bibliography should be referenced in the notes.



Best Practices for Chicago Style Term Papers

Consistent and accurate application of Chicago style is key to producing a polished academic document.

Beyond understanding the formatting rules, several best practices can elevate the quality of your term

paper.

Consistency is Key

Maintain absolute consistency in your formatting choices. If you opt for footnotes, use footnotes exclusively.
If you choose endnotes, do the same. Apply formatting rules for punctuation, capitalization, and the use of

italics uniformly across all your notes and bibliography entries.

Use a Reliable Style Guide

The most authoritative source is The Chicago Manual of Style itself. For common queries, accessible online
resources often provide summaries, but always defer to the manual for complex or unusual situations. If
your instructor or institution has provided specific guidelines that deviate from CMOS, follow those

explicitly.

Proofread Meticulously

Errors in citation are a common pitfall. After completing your writing and formatting, dedicate a separate
proofreading session solely to checking your notes and bibliography for accuracy, completeness, and
adherence to the style guide. This includes verifying that every number in the text corresponds to a note,

and every note corresponds to a bibliography entry.

Utilize Citation Management Software (with Caution)

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help manage your sources and generate bibliographies.
However, they are not infallible. Always review and manually correct any output to ensure it perfectly
matches Chicago style requirements. Software can be a powerful assistant, but it should not replace careful

attention to detail.



Organize Your Sources Early

Begin organizing your sources and noting down citation information as you conduct your research. This
proactive approach prevents a last-minute scramble and reduces the likelihood of missing or incorrectly
formatted citations. Keeping a running list of bibliographic details for each source as you find it can save

significant time and effort later.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between footnotes and endnotes in
Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the paper, before the bibliography. Both serve

the same purpose of providing citation information and optional commentary.

Q Do I need to include page numbers in every bibliography entry?

A: Generally, no. Page numbers are typically included in bibliography entries for articles within journals,
magazines, or edited books, or for specific sections like chapters. For a complete book, the page number is

usually omitted from the bibliography entry as the entire work is considered.

Q: How do I cite a source that has no author listed?

A: If a source has no author, begin the note or bibliography entry with the title of the work. Alphabetize
the entry by the first significant word of the title (ignoring articles like "A," "An," or "The").

Q What is the purpose of the "Ibid." citation in Chicago style?

A: "Ibid." is an abbreviation for the Latin word ibidem, meaning "in the same place." It is used in notes to
refer to the immediately preceding source cited. If the page number is the same, just "Ibid." is used; if the

page number differs, it is added after "Ibid."

Q How should I format a quote of more than four lines long in Chicago
style?

A: Long quotations (block quotations) are set off from the main text as a separate, indented paragraph. They



do not use quotation marks. The superscript citation number follows the punctuation of the block quotation.

Q: Can I use a shortened title for my bibliography entries if I've cited the
source multiple times?

A: No, shortened titles are reserved for subsequent note citations. Bibliography entries should generally

include the full title of the work as it appears on the title page.

Q What if my term paper uses both books and online articles?

A: Chicago style provides specific formatting for each source type. You will create separate entries for books
and online articles in your bibliography, ensuring you include relevant details like URLs and access dates

for online sources. The notes will reflect these distinctions as well.

Q How important is it to be perfectly accurate with Chicago style
citation?

A: It is extremely important. Inaccurate or inconsistent citation can lead to accusations of plagiarism,
undermine your credibility, and demonstrate a lack of attention to academic detail. Strict adherence to the

style guide is a mark of scholarly rigor.
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