chicago style notes and bibliography
examples dissertation

chicago style notes and bibliography examples dissertation is a critical component for scholars
navigating the complexities of academic writing. Mastering this citation system is not merely about
following rules; it's about establishing credibility, ensuring academic integrity, and allowing readers to
trace your research effectively. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of Chicago style,
specifically for dissertations, providing clear, actionable examples for both footnotes/endnotes and
the bibliography. We will explore the nuances of citing various source types, from books and journal
articles to websites and archival materials, ensuring you have the knowledge to format your work
impeccably. Understanding these elements is crucial for presenting a polished and professional
dissertation that adheres to the highest academic standards.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Dissertations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: author-date and notes-
bibliography. For dissertations, the notes-bibliography system is overwhelmingly preferred by most
academic institutions and disciplines. This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources within the text, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the document that lists all
cited sources alphabetically. The primary advantage of this system for dissertations lies in its ability
to provide detailed contextual information directly at the point of reference, which is invaluable for
complex scholarly arguments. It also allows for flexibility in describing sources that might not fit
neatly into a standard author-date format.

Adhering to Chicago style for your dissertation demonstrates meticulous attention to detail and a
commitment to scholarly rigor. It allows your readers, including your dissertation committee, to easily
verify your sources and delve deeper into the literature you have consulted. The system's emphasis
on clarity and completeness ensures that your research is transparent and well-supported, a
cornerstone of any doctoral work. Therefore, a thorough understanding of its components is essential
for every doctoral candidate.

The Notes and Bibliography System Explained



The notes-bibliography system operates on a dual principle: in-text citations are handled by
superscript numbers that correspond to either footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) or
endnotes (collected at the end of a chapter or the entire work). These notes provide the source
information for the claims made in the text. The bibliography, conversely, is an alphabetical list of all
sources that have been cited in the notes. It serves as a comprehensive guide for readers seeking to
explore your research further.

The key to this system is consistency and accuracy. Each source cited in the notes should appear in
the bibliography, and vice versa. The first time a source is cited in a note, the full citation details are
typically provided. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, usually by including
the author’s last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number. This economizes space
while still allowing for easy identification of the source.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes for Dissertations

The choice between footnotes and endnotes in a dissertation often depends on institutional guidelines
or personal preference, though endnotes are more commonly used in dissertations due to their tidier
presentation. Footnotes are embedded directly at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs,
making them immediately accessible to the reader. Endnotes, on the other hand, are compiled at the
end of a chapter or the entire dissertation. While footnotes offer instant access, endnotes can prevent
the text from becoming cluttered, especially if extensive citations are required on a single page. Most
universities will specify which format they expect.

Regardless of the choice, the numbering system must be sequential throughout the document. A new
number is assigned to each distinct citation. If multiple citations from the same source appear on the
same page, they will receive different note numbers if they are distinct references to different parts of
the source. This ensures that every piece of information is directly tied to its origin.

Citing Books in Chicago Style (Notes and Bibliography)

Citing books is a fundamental aspect of dissertation writing. The Chicago Manual of Style provides
specific formats for both the initial note and subsequent notes, as well as for the bibliography entry.
Understanding these variations is crucial for accurate citation.

Book Citation: First Note

The first time a book is cited, the note should include the author's full name, the full title of the book
(italicized), publication information (city of publication, publisher, and year of publication), and the
specific page number(s) referenced. This comprehensive format allows the reader to locate the exact
source material.

¢ Note Example: 1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan
Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 17.



Book Citation: Subsequent Notes

For subsequent citations of the same book, a shortened format is used. This typically includes the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title (italicized), and the specific page number. This
streamlines the notes while maintaining clarity.

e Note Example: 2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 45.

« If the author has multiple works cited, include a shortened title to distinguish between them. For
example: 3. Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge, 112.

Book Citation: Bibliography Entry

The bibliography entry for a book uses a slightly different format than the note. The author's last
name comes first, followed by their first name. The title is italicized, and publication details are
presented in a specific order, typically without page numbers unless it's a multi-volume work or an
edited collection where page numbers are relevant to the specific contribution.

e Bibliography Example: Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison.
Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1995.

Edited Books and Chapters

When citing an edited book or a chapter within an edited book, the format adjusts to include the
editor(s) or chapter author(s). For a chapter, the chapter title is in quotation marks, followed by "in,"
the title of the book (italicized), and then the editor's name(s) and page numbers.

¢ Note Example (Chapter): 4. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, "Can the Subaltern Speak?," in
Marxism and the Interpretation of Culture, ed. Cary Nelson and Lawrence Grossberg (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1988), 271.

» Bibliography Example (Chapter): Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. "Can the Subaltern Speak?."
In Marxism and the Interpretation of Culture, edited by Cary Nelson and Lawrence Grossberg,
271-313. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1988.



Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style (Notes and
Bibliography)

Journal articles are a staple in academic research, and their citation in Chicago style requires
precision. The format varies slightly between the note and the bibliography, with specific details for
journal title, volume, issue, and pagination.

Journal Article Citation: First Note

For the first note, include the author's full name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in
italics, the volume number, the issue number (if applicable), the publication year in parentheses, and
the specific page number(s) cited.

e Note Example: 5. Judith Butler, "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: Thoughts on
Foucault and Simone de Beauvoir," Theatre Journal 40, no. 4 (1988): 519.

Journal Article Citation: Subsequent Notes

Subsequent notes for journal articles follow the same pattern as for books: author's last name,
shortened article title in quotation marks, and page number. If the author has multiple articles cited,
the shortened title is crucial for disambiguation.

* Note Example: 6. Butler, "Performative Acts," 525.

Journal Article Citation: Bibliography Entry

The bibliography entry for a journal article begins with the author's last name, followed by their first
name. The article title is in quotation marks, and the journal title is italicized. The volume number,
issue number, publication year, and the full page range of the article are then provided.

e Bibliography Example: Butler, Judith. "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: Thoughts
on Foucault and Simone de Beauvoir." Theatre Journal 40, no. 4 (1988): 519-31.

Articles from Online Journals



When citing articles from online journals that have a print counterpart, the format is similar, but it
often includes a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, or the URL and date of access. The DOl is
the preferred persistent identifier.

* Note Example (with DOI): 7. John Smith, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse,"
Journal of Communication Studies 25, no. 2 (2020): 78, doi:10.1177/0093650220912345.

e Bibliography Example (with DOI): Smith, John. "The Impact of Social Media on Political
Discourse." Journal of Communication Studies 25, no. 2 (2020): 75-90.
doi:10.1177/0093650220912345.

Citing Websites and Online Resources in Chicago Style
(Notes and Bibliography)

The digital landscape presents unique challenges for citation. Chicago style offers guidelines for citing
websites, online articles, and other digital content, emphasizing clarity and accessibility for the
reader.

Website Citation: General Page

When citing a general webpage, include the author (if known), the title of the page in quotation
marks, the title of the overall website in italics, and the URL. The date of publication or last update, if
available, and the date of access are also important. If no author is listed, begin with the title of the

page.

* Note Example: 8. "The History of the Internet," History.com, accessed October 27, 2023,
https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/history-of-the-internet.

» Bibliography Example: "The History of the Internet." History.com. Accessed October 27,
2023. https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/history-of-the-internet.

Online Article Citation

For articles published online that are similar to traditional journal articles or newspaper articles, the
format will be similar to their print counterparts but will include the URL and access date. If a DOI is
available, it should be used instead of a URL.

* Note Example: 9. Jane Doe, "New Discoveries in Quantum Physics," Science Daily, October 26,
2023, https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2023/10/231026100000.htm.



e Bibliography Example: Doe, Jane. "New Discoveries in Quantum Physics." Science Daily.
October 26, 2023. https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2023/10/231026100000.htm.

Social Media and Blogs

Citing social media posts or blog entries requires careful consideration of what information is
available. Include the author, the content of the post (in quotation marks), the name of the platform
(in italics), the date of the post, and the URL.

* Note Example: 10. @AcademicWriter, "Excited to share my latest research findings!
dissertation phdlife," Twitter, October 27, 2023,
https://twitter.com/AcademicWriter/status/1234567890.

e Bibliography Example: @AcademicWriter. "Excited to share my latest research findings!
dissertation phdlife." Twitter, October 27, 2023.
https://twitter.com/AcademicWriter/status/1234567890.

Citing Archival Materials in Chicago Style (Notes and
Bibliography)
Archival research is common in many dissertation projects. Chicago style provides specific guidance

for citing manuscripts, letters, photographs, and other primary source materials housed in archives.
The goal is to provide enough information for someone else to locate the same item.

Manuscript or Collection Citation

When citing a specific manuscript or an item within a larger collection, you need to identify the author
or creator of the item, the item title (if applicable, in quotation marks), the collection name (in italics),
the archive or repository where it is housed, and the specific box or folder number for retrieval.

e Note Example: 11. John Adams to Abigail Adams, March 15, 1776, in John Adams Papers,
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, Box 12, Folder 3.

e Bibliography Example: Adams, John. Letter to Abigail Adams, March 15, 1776. In John Adams
Papers, Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston. Box 12, Folder 3.



Unpublished Dissertations and Theses

When citing unpublished dissertations or theses, include the author's full name, the title of the work in
guotation marks, the fact that it is an unpublished dissertation or thesis, the university where it was
submitted, and the year of submission.

* Note Example: 12. Sarah Lee, "The Evolution of Urban Planning in Post-War Chicago" (PhD
diss., University of Chicago, 2018), 75.

e Bibliography Example: Lee, Sarah. "The Evolution of Urban Planning in Post-War Chicago."
PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2018.

Archival Photographs or Images

For visual materials, provide the creator (if known), the title of the image (in quotation marks), the
collection name (in italics), the repository, and any relevant identifier or accession number.

* Note Example: 13. Dorothea Lange, "Migrant Mother," photograph, Farm Security
Administration Collection, Library of Congress, Washington D.C., LC-DIG-fsa-8b29521.

e Bibliography Example: Lange, Dorothea. "Migrant Mother." Photograph. Farm Security
Administration Collection. Library of Congress, Washington D.C. LC-DIG-fsa-8b29521.

Common Formatting Challenges and Solutions

Navigating Chicago style can present several common challenges, especially when dealing with less
conventional source types or when ensuring absolute consistency. Addressing these proactively can
save significant time and reduce errors.

Handling Multiple Authors

For works with up to three authors, list all authors in the note and bibliography. For works with four or
more authors, list only the first author's name followed by "et al." in the note, but in the bibliography,
list all authors if there are four or fewer; if there are five or more, list the first author followed by "et
al."

» Bibliography Example (3 authors): Smith, John, Jane Doe, and Peter Jones. A Comprehensive
Study. New York: Academic Press, 2021.



e Bibliography Example (5 authors): Adams, Robert, et al. Global Perspectives. London:
Global Publishing, 2022.

Citing Translated Works

When citing translated works, always include the original author, the title of the work (italicized), the
translator's name preceded by "trans." (in notes) or "translated by" (in bibliography), the publication
information, and the page number. The translator is a crucial element for scholarly work.

* Note Example: 14. Homer, The Odyssey, trans. Robert Fagles (New York: Penguin Classics,
1996), 101.

e Bibliography Example: Homer. The Odyssey. Translated by Robert Fagles. New York: Penguin
Classics, 1996.

Ensuring Page Number Accuracy

Always cite the specific page number(s) where the information is found in the source. For direct
guotes, this is non-negotiable. For paraphrased ideas, citing the relevant page(s) is good practice and
often required by institutions. Be mindful of using "p." for single pages and "pp." for multiple
consecutive pages.

Consistency Across the Dissertation

The most critical aspect of Chicago style is consistency. Once you establish a format for a particular
type of source, use it identically every time. This applies to punctuation, capitalization, the use of
italics, and the inclusion of specific details like DOIs or URLs. A style sheet can be a helpful tool for
tracking your citation choices.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

The final stages of dissertation writing involve meticulous proofreading, and citation checking is
paramount. Errors in Chicago style can detract from the perceived quality of your research and may
lead to rejection by your committee. Beyond the specific examples provided, always refer to the latest
edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or consult your institution's departmental guidelines.

Consider using citation management software, but always double-check its output. These tools can
automate much of the formatting, but they are not infallible and may require manual adjustments. A



thorough review of your notes and bibliography against your actual sources is the best way to ensure
accuracy and consistency. This attention to detail reflects your commitment to scholarly excellence.

The Role of a Style Sheet

For a project as extensive as a dissertation, creating and maintaining a style sheet is an invaluable
practice. A style sheet is a document where you record your decisions on all stylistic elements of your
writing, including how you will format specific types of sources. This ensures that your citations are
consistent throughout the document, even if you are working on different sections at different times
or have multiple people assisting with editing.

Your style sheet should include how you handle author names, titles, publication information for
various source types, the use of abbreviations, and any specific formatting requirements unique to
your discipline or institution. Regularly referring to and updating this style sheet will help you
maintain uniformity and avoid common errors in your Chicago style notes and bibliography.

Final Review and Committee Feedback

Before submitting your dissertation, conduct a comprehensive review of your notes and bibliography.
Compare each entry against its corresponding source document. Ensure that all notes are correctly
numbered and correspond to an entry in the bibliography, and vice versa. Pay close attention to the
punctuation, capitalization, and the inclusion of all necessary elements. Your dissertation committee
will expect your citations to be flawless.

Seek feedback from peers or mentors specifically on your citation formatting. Sometimes, an outside
perspective can catch errors that you might overlook. Ultimately, mastering Chicago style notes and
bibliography examples dissertation is about more than just following a set of rules; it's about
demonstrating your respect for scholarly discourse and providing a solid foundation for your original
research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes and
endnotes in Chicago style for a dissertation?

A: The primary difference is their location. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
citation is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of a chapter or the entire dissertation. For
dissertations, endnotes are often preferred for a cleaner textual layout.



Q: Do | need to include the full citation in every note, even if |
cite the same source multiple times?

A: No. The first time a source is cited, a full citation is provided. Subsequent citations of the same
source can be shortened, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page
number.

Q: How should | format the bibliography if my dissertation
includes many sources from the same author?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author in the bibliography, list them alphabetically by title.
For subsequent entries by the same author, you can replace the author's name with a series of em
dashes (three hyphens) that are the equivalent of the author's full name.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important when citing online
sources?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to identify a digital object,
such as an online article. It's important because it provides a stable and persistent link to the source,
ensuring that readers can find it even if the URL changes. Always use the DOI if it's available.

Q: How do | cite a newspaper article in Chicago style for my
dissertation?

A: For a newspaper article in a note, you would typically include the author's full name (if known), the
article title in quotation marks, the newspaper title in italics, the date of publication, and the page
number(s). The bibliography entry follows a similar format but with the author's last name first and
the full page range.

Q: What if the website I'm citing doesn't have an author or a
publication date?

A: If there's no author, begin the citation with the title of the specific page in quotation marks. If
there's no publication or update date, provide the date you accessed the website.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a book or the title of an article
in my Chicago style citations for a dissertation?

A: Book titles are always italicized. Article titles (for journal articles, newspaper articles, book
chapters, etc.) are enclosed in quotation marks.



Q: How do | cite a government document or report in Chicago
style for my dissertation?

A: The format for government documents can vary depending on the type of document and the
issuing agency. Generally, you would include the name of the government agency as the author, the
title of the document (italicized or in quotes as appropriate), the publication information, and any
relevant report numbers. Always consult the latest edition of CMOS for specific guidance.
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