chicago style notes and bibliography
examples case study

A Comprehensive Guide to Chicago Style Notes and Bibliography: Examples and
Case Study

chicago style notes and bibliography examples case study are crucial for
academic integrity and clear scholarly communication. This article delves
deep into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) citation
system, offering detailed explanations and practical examples. We will
explore the two primary citation systems within Chicago: the Notes-
Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date system, with a particular focus
on the former as it is often preferred in the humanities. By examining a
comprehensive case study, readers will gain a thorough understanding of how
to format both footnotes/endnotes and the corresponding bibliography entries.
We will cover various source types, common citation challenges, and best
practices for ensuring accuracy and consistency. Mastering these elements is
essential for students, researchers, and writers navigating the academic
landscape.
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Understanding the Chicago Style: Notes-
Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) presents two distinct but equally valid
citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date
system. The choice between these two often depends on the academic discipline
or the specific requirements of a publisher or instructor. The NB system,
which is the primary focus of this article, uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources within the text and a comprehensive bibliography at
the end of the work. This system is widely favored in disciplines Llike
history, literature, and the arts, where detailed source attribution is
paramount and extensive commentary might be interspersed with citations. The
Author-Date system, conversely, places brief author and publication date
citations directly within the text, enclosed in parentheses, and is commonly
used in the social sciences and natural sciences. While both systems aim for
accuracy and clarity, their structural presentation differs significantly.



The fundamental difference lies in the placement and format of in-text
citations. In the NB system, a superscript number appears at the end of a
sentence or clause that contains information from a source. This number
corresponds to a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end
of the document, providing full or shortened publication details. The
bibliography then lists all cited sources alphabetically. The Author-Date
system, on the other hand, uses parenthetical in-text citations such as
(Smith 2020, 123), which immediately direct the reader to a reference list at
the end of the work that includes full publication details, also alphabetized
by author.

The Notes-Bibliography System: A Deep Dive

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system is characterized by its dual approach to
source citation: the use of notes (footnotes or endnotes) for immediate
textual reference and a bibliography for a consolidated list of sources. This
system allows for flexibility in integrating source information and can
accommodate lengthy descriptive or explanatory notes that may not fit neatly
within a parenthetical citation.

The Role of Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while
endnotes are collected at the end of the document, chapter, or book. Both
serve the same purpose: to acknowledge the sources of information and to
provide readers with the details necessary to locate those sources
themselves. In the NB system, the first citation to a particular source
typically includes full publication details, while subsequent citations to
the same source can be shortened, often including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number.

The Function of the Bibliography

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the work, is an alphabetical list
of all sources consulted and cited in the text. It provides a comprehensive
overview of the research undertaken and allows readers to easily find and
verify the information presented. Unlike the notes, which are tied to
specific textual references, the bibliography is a standalone list, offering
complete publication information for each entry.



Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago
Style

The meticulous formatting of notes is a hallmark of the Chicago NB system.
Each note begins with a superscript number that corresponds to the citation
in the text. The content of the note itself will vary based on the type of
source being cited, but generally includes author(s), title, publication
information, and specific page numbers.

First Note vs. Subsequent Notes

The initial note for a given source provides complete bibliographic
information, mirroring what would be found in the bibliography but with
specific page numbers. For example:

e 1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison,
trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 23.

Subsequent notes to the same source are significantly shortened to avoid
redundancy. The common practice is to use the author's last name, a shortened
title (italicized if it's a book or journal, roman if it's an article within
a larger work), and the page number:

e 2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 55.

If citing consecutive pages from the same source in consecutive notes, the
abbreviation "ibid." (short for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") can be
used. However, if the page number changes, it follows "ibid.":

e 3. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 101.
e 4. Ibid., 105.

5, Ibid., 101, 103.

If another source is cited between notes referencing the same work, "ibid."
cannot be used for the subsequent citation of the earlier work.

Citing Different Source Types in Notes

Different source types require specific formatting within notes:



e Books: Author(s), Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year),
Page number(s).

e Journal Articles: Author(s), “Title of Article,” Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page number(s).

e Chapters in Edited Books: Author(s) of Chapter, “Title of Chapter,” in
Title of Book, ed. Editor(s) Name(s), Page number(s) of chapter (Place
of Publication: Publisher, Year).

e Websites: Author(s) or Organization Name, “Title of Specific Page,”
Title of Website, publication or last updated date, accessed Date
Accessed. URL.

Creating a Chicago Style Bibliography

The bibliography is a cornerstone of the Chicago NB system, providing a
consolidated and alphabetized list of all sources that have been cited in the
notes. Its purpose is to offer a complete reference for the reader, allowing
them to explore the research further. Each entry in the bibliography should
contain full publication details.

General Bibliography Formatting Rules

The bibliography is typically arranged alphabetically by the author's last
name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant
word of the title. Entries are usually formatted with a hanging indent,
meaning the first line of each entry is flush left, and subsequent lines are
indented.

Bibliography Entries for Various Source Types

The format for bibliography entries differs from note entries in subtle but
important ways. For instance, author names are reversed (Last Name, First
Name) for the first author, and titles are italicized. Page numbers for
entire works are generally not included, though specific page ranges for
articles or chapters are.

e Books: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

e Journal Articles: Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of



Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range of article.

e Chapters in Edited Books: Last Name, First Name of Chapter Author.
“Title of Chapter.” In Title of Book, edited by Editor First Name Last
Name, Page range of chapter. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

e Websites: Last Name, First Name (if applicable). “Title of Specific
Page.” Title of Website. Publication or last updated date. Accessed Date
Accessed. URL.

For sources with multiple authors, the Chicago style typically lists the
first author’s name in reverse order, followed by subsequent authors’ names
in normal order (First Name Last Name). For more than two authors, it is
common to list only the first author followed by "et al." in the
bibliography, though the notes might list all authors if space and clarity
permit.

Case Study: Citing Diverse Sources in Chicago
Style

To illustrate the practical application of the Chicago Notes-Bibliography
system, let’'s consider a hypothetical research paper on the impact of social
media on political discourse. We will cite various types of sources and
demonstrate their corresponding note and bibliography entries.

Scenario: Research on Social Media and Politics

Imagine our researcher has consulted a scholarly book, a journal article, a
news website, and a chapter from an edited collection. Here’s how these might
be cited.

1. Citing a Scholarly Book

Text Reference: The rise of online platforms has fundamentally altered how
citizens engage with political information.®

Footnote 1:
1. Zeynep Tufekci, Twitter and Tear Gas: The Power and Fragility of Networked
Protest (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2017), 45.

Bibliography Entry:
Tufekci, Zeynep. Twitter and Tear Gas: The Power and Fragility of Networked



Protest. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2017.

2. Citing a Journal Article

Text Reference: Research indicates a correlation between the consumption of
partisan news on social media and increased political polarization.’

Footnote 2:
2. Shanto Iyengar and Sun-Joo Choi, “How Media Framing Affects the
Interpretation of News,” Journal of Communication 64, no. 4 (2014): 760.

Bibliography Entry:
Iyengar, Shanto, and Sun-Joo Choi. “How Media Framing Affects the
Interpretation of News.” Journal of Communication 64, no. 4 (2014): 757-776.

3. Citing a News Website Article

Text Reference: Recent reports highlight the challenges election officials
face in combating misinformation spread online.’

Footnote 3:

3. Sarah Kliff, “The Trump Campaign’s Social Media Strategy,” Vox, October
26, 2016, accessed November 10, 2023,
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2016/10/26/13404710/trump-social-medi
a-election-strategy.

Bibliography Entry:

Kliff, Sarah. “The Trump Campaign’s Social Media Strategy.” Vox. October 26,
2016. Accessed November 10, 2023.
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2016/10/26/13404710/trump-social-medi
a-election-strategy.

4. Citing a Chapter in an Edited Collection

Text Reference: The role of algorithms in shaping user exposure to political
content is a growing area of concern.*

Footnote 4:
4, Eli Pariser, “The Filter Bubble,” in The New Media Reader, ed. Noah
Wardrip-Fruin and Nick Montfort, 740-747 (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003).

Bibliography Entry:
Pariser, Eli. “The Filter Bubble.” In The New Media Reader, edited by Noah
Wardrip-Fruin and Nick Montfort, 740-747. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003.



These examples demonstrate how to consistently apply the Chicago NB system
across different source types, ensuring both clarity within the text and
comprehensive referencing in the bibliography.

Common Citation Challenges and Solutions

Navigating the nuances of any citation style can present challenges. The
Chicago style is no exception. However, with careful attention to detail and
an understanding of common pitfalls, these can be effectively managed.

Repeated Citations and Shortened Notes

One of the most frequent issues is how to handle citations to the same source
multiple times. As demonstrated, the use of shortened notes after the first
full citation is the standard. The key is to ensure the shortened note
provides enough information for the reader to identify the source and locate
it in the bibliography. If there's ambiguity (e.g., two works by the same
author), include a shortened title.

Citing Indirect Sources

When a source you wish to cite mentions another source, and you cannot access
the original, you can cite the secondary source where you found the
information. The note should indicate this. For example:

e 5. John Smith, History of Ideas (New York: Academic Press, 2005), 112,
guoted in Jane Doe, Modern Interpretations (London: University Press,
2010), 34.

In the bibliography, you would only list the source you actually consulted
(Jane Doe's Modern Interpretations in this example). The convention is to
cite what you read, not what you didn't read.

Online and Digital Resources

The digital age presents a constant stream of new source types. Chicago
provides guidance for citing websites, blog posts, social media, and more.
Consistency is paramount. Ensure you capture as much identifying information
as possible: author, title, website name, publication date, and access date.
For online articles, including a URL is standard. However, be aware that URLs
can change, so the other identifying information is crucial.



Best Practices for Chicago Style Citation

Adhering to Chicago style requires diligence and a commitment to accuracy.
Implementing a few best practices can streamline the process and enhance the
professionalism of your work.

Consistency is Key

The most important rule in citation is consistency. Whichever format you
choose for a particular element (e.g., how you abbreviate journal titles, how
you handle publication dates), apply it uniformly throughout your document.
Inconsistencies can be distracting and may signal a lack of care.

Utilize Style Guides and Resources

The Chicago Manual of Style is a comprehensive guide, but it can be detailed.
Keep a copy handy, or consult reputable online resources that explain its
principles. Many academic institutions and publishers provide their own
specific adaptations or simplified guides based on Chicago, which should be
prioritized if applicable.

Proofread Meticulously

Errors in citation are not just cosmetic; they can undermine the credibility
of your research. Proofread your notes and bibliography carefully, checking
for correct punctuation, spelling, capitalization, and adherence to
formatting rules. It is often helpful to have a fresh pair of eyes review
your citations as well.

By understanding the principles of the Chicago Notes-Bibliography system and
applying these best practices, writers can confidently and accurately
attribute their sources, contributing to robust and credible scholarly work.

FAQ

Q: What 1is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago



style?

A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations (e.g., Smith 2020, 123). The
Notes-Bibliography system is generally favored in the humanities, while
Author-Date is more common in the sciences.

Q: When should I use a shortened note versus a full
note in the Chicago style?

A: The first time you cite a source, you should use a full note with complete
bibliographic information. For all subsequent citations to the same source,
use a shortened note that includes the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (italicized for books and journals, roman for articles),
and the specific page number(s).

Q: Can I use "ibid." if I cite the same source in
two consecutive notes but on different pages?

A: Yes, you can use "ibid." if the source is the same and the notes are
consecutive. If the page number changes, you would follow "ibid." with the
new page number (e.g., Ibid., 115). However, if any other source is cited
between the two notes referencing the same work, "ibid." cannot be used.

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a book
chapter in Chicago style?

A: For a chapter in an edited book, the bibliography entry includes the
chapter author's name (Last Name, First Name), the chapter title (in
quotation marks), followed by "In" and the book title (italicized), the
editor(s) name(s) (First Name Last Name), the page range of the chapter, the
place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.

Q: What information should I include when citing a
website in Chicago style?

A: When citing a website, you should include the author or organization name
(if available), the title of the specific page or article (in quotation
marks), the title of the overall website (italicized), the publication or
last updated date, the date you accessed the page, and the URL.

Q: How do I list multiple authors in a Chicago



bibliography entry?

A: For a bibliography entry with two authors, list the first author’s name in
reverse order (Last Name, First Name) followed by "and" and the second
author’s name in normal order (First Name Last Name). For three or more
authors, list only the first author’s name (Last Name, First Name) followed
by "et al." in the bibliography.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in the
Chicago Notes-Bibliography system?

A: The bibliography serves as a comprehensive and alphabetized list of all
sources cited in the notes. Its purpose is to provide readers with complete
information about every source consulted, allowing them to easily locate and
verify the research material.

Q: Can I use the Author-Date system for a paper that
requires Chicago style?

A: Yes, Chicago style offers both the Notes-Bibliography and the Author-Date
systems. The choice typically depends on the discipline, instructor, or
publisher requirements. Always confirm which system is expected for your
specific assignment.
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