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A Comprehensive Guide to Chicago Style Notes and Bibliography Examples

chicago style notes and bibliography example, the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the notes-and-bibliography
system and the author-date system. This article will focus exclusively on the
former, providing a detailed breakdown of how to implement Chicago style
notes and bibliography entries correctly. Understanding these guidelines is
crucial for academic integrity and scholarly communication, ensuring proper
attribution of sources and enabling readers to locate your cited materials
with ease. We will explore the intricacies of in-text citations using
footnotes or endnotes, alongside the construction of a comprehensive
bibliography. Mastering this style allows for clarity in research papers,
theses, dissertations, and scholarly articles across various disciplines,
particularly in the humanities.
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Understanding the Notes-and-Bibliography System

The notes-and-bibliography system, often referred to as CMOS notes-
bibliography, is a widely adopted citation method, especially within the
humanities. This system employs numbered notes, which can appear at the
bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes), to
cite sources within the text. Each note corresponds to a number embedded
directly in the manuscript, signaling to the reader that a source has been
consulted. Following the notes, a bibliography is provided, offering a
comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources cited in the work.



The primary advantage of the notes-and-bibliography system lies in its
ability to provide detailed source information directly at the point of
reference without disrupting the flow of the main text. This is particularly
useful for authors who need to include lengthy source details or engage in
extensive commentary alongside their citations. It also allows for a more
elegant presentation of the prose itself, as the reader is not immediately
confronted with parenthetical citations.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

Within the notes-and-bibliography framework, writers have a choice between
using footnotes or endnotes. While both serve the same fundamental purpose of
providing citation information, their placement differs significantly.

Footnotes

Footnotes are annotations that appear at the bottom of the same page on which
the reference is made. A superscript number, corresponding to the note
number, is placed in the text at the end of the sentence or phrase being
cited. When a reader encounters this superscript, they can look down to the
bottom of the page for the corresponding citation information. This offers
the most immediate access to source details for the reader.

Endnotes

Endnotes are compiled and placed at the end of the main body of the text,
typically before the bibliography. Like footnotes, they are indicated by
superscript numbers in the text. However, instead of appearing on individual
pages, all endnotes are gathered together at the chapter or document's
conclusion. While less immediate than footnotes, endnotes can prevent pages
from becoming visually cluttered with citations, which can be beneficial for
longer or more heavily cited works.

Creating Chicago Style Footnotes

The creation of accurate footnotes is paramount to adhering to the Chicago
style. The format of a footnote generally includes the author's name (first
name first), the title of the work, and publication information, followed by
a page number. The initial citation for a source in a footnote is usually
more detailed than subsequent citations.

Basic Footnote Format

The fundamental structure for a footnote citation involves several key



components:

e Author's first and last name

e Title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for
articles/chapters)

e Publication information (city of publication, publisher, year of
publication)

e Specific page number(s) being referenced

Book Footnote Example

When citing a book in a footnote, the format typically includes the author's
full name, the title in italics, publication details, and the specific page
number. For a first citation, it will be more comprehensive than for
subsequent citations.

For the first citation of a book:

1. Carlin Romano, American Critical Fiction: A Guide to the Arts and
Humanities (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008), 112.

Journal Article Footnote Example

Citing a journal article in a footnote requires specific details about the
author, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, and
publication date, along with the page number.

For the first citation of a journal article:

2. Sarah L. Myers, "The Evolution of Modernist Poetry," Journal of Literary
Studies 25, no. 3 (Fall 2019): 45.

Website Footnote Example

Citing web sources requires attention to the author or organization, the
title of the specific page or article, the website name, and the URL. It is
also good practice to include the date of access.

For the first citation of a webpage:

3. "Understanding Citation Styles," Purdue Online Writing Lab, accessed
November 15, 2023,
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research and citation/chicago 17th style/chicago s
tyle overview.html.



Subsequent Footnote Citations

Once a source has been cited in full, subsequent references to the same
source are significantly shortened. This brevity helps to avoid redundancy
and makes it easier for readers to follow the text. The shortened format
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title
(if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the
specific page number.

For subsequent citations of a book:
4. Romano, American Critical Fiction, 150.
For subsequent citations of a journal article:

5. Myers, "Evolution of Modernist Poetry," 52.

Crafting Your Chicago Style Bibliography

The bibliography is a critical component of the notes-and-bibliography
system. It serves as an alphabetical roster of all the sources that have been
cited within the notes. The bibliography provides a more complete
bibliographic description of each source, allowing readers to find and
consult the original materials themselves. The primary goal of the
bibliography is to provide enough information for a reader to locate the
source without ambiguity.

Basic Bibliography Format

The structure of bibliography entries differs slightly from footnotes, most
notably in the order of the author's name and the punctuation used. The
author's last name is listed first, followed by their first name. Commas and
periods are used strategically to separate the different elements of the
citation.

e Author's last name, first name.

e Title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for
articles/chapters).

e Publication information (city of publication, publisher, year of
publication).

e For articles and online sources, include relevant details such as
journal name, volume, issue, and URL.



Book Bibliography Example

The bibliography entry for a book typically begins with the author's last
name, followed by their first name. The title is italicized, and publication
details are presented concisely.

Romano, Carlin. American Critical Fiction: A Guide to the Arts and
Humanities. New York: Oxford University Press, 2008.

Journal Article Bibliography Example

Journal articles in a bibliography include the author's name, article title
(in quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers,
publication date, and page range of the article.

Myers, Sarah L. "The Evolution of Modernist Poetry." Journal of Literary
Studies 25, no. 3 (Fall 2019): 45-62.

Website Bibliography Example

For websites, the bibliography entry includes the author or organization,
title of the specific page or article, website name, and the URL. The date of
access is also important, especially for online content that may change.

"Understanding Citation Styles." Purdue Online Writing Lab. Accessed November
15, 2023.
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research and citation/chicago 17th style/chicago s
tyle overview.html.

Key Differences: Footnotes vs. Bibliography
Entries

It is essential to recognize the consistent differences between footnote
citations and bibliography entries. While they reference the same sources,
their formatting and purpose diverge. The most prominent distinction is the
order of the author's name: first name first in footnotes, last name first in
the bibliography. Furthermore, punctuation varies; commas are used more
frequently in footnotes, while periods clearly delineate sections in the
bibliography. The bibliography also typically includes the full page range
for articles or chapters, whereas footnotes cite only the specific page(s)
consulted.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating Chicago style can present challenges, and several common errors
can affect the integrity of your citations. One frequent mistake is



inconsistent formatting between notes and bibliography entries, such as
forgetting to reverse the author's name in the bibliography or using
incorrect punctuation. Another pitfall is not providing enough detail in the
initial footnote citation, which can make it difficult for readers to
identify the source. Failing to include page numbers when citing specific
information from a source is also a common oversight.

To avoid these issues:

e Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the
most current guidelines.

e Use citation management software, but always double-check its output for
accuracy.

e Proofread your notes and bibliography meticulously, comparing them
against your source materials.

e Pay close attention to the distinction between first and subsequent
citations.

e Ensure all necessary bibliographic elements are present for each source
type.

Understanding the nuances of Chicago style notes and bibliography examples is
a skill that improves with practice and careful attention to detail. By
adhering to these guidelines, you not only demonstrate academic rigor but
also contribute to a more transparent and accessible scholarly discourse.
Whether you are a student, researcher, or author, mastering these citation
practices is an invaluable asset for academic and professional success.

The detailed approach to citing various source types, from books and journal
articles to websites, ensures that your research is well-supported and
ethically presented. The flexibility offered by the notes-and-bibliography
system, with its choice of footnotes or endnotes, allows writers to adapt the
style to their specific needs and preferences while maintaining clarity and
precision in their academic work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes
and endnotes in the Chicago Style notes-and-
bibliography system?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes are compiled



together at the end of the document, before the bibliography. Both use
superscript numbers in the text to indicate a citation.

Q: When citing a book for the first time in a
Chicago style footnote, what essential information
must be included?

A: For the first citation of a book in a Chicago style footnote, you must
include the author's first and last name, the full title of the book
(italicized), the city of publication, the publisher, the year of
publication, and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Q: How does a bibliography entry for a book differ
from its first footnote citation in Chicago style?

A: The main differences are the order of the author's name (last name first
in the bibliography, first name first in the footnote) and the punctuation.
The bibliography uses periods to separate elements, while footnotes often use
commas. The bibliography also typically includes the entire page range of an
article or chapter if applicable, whereas footnotes cite only the specific
page(s) used.

Q: Can I use shortened versions of source titles in
my Chicago style footnotes after the first citation?

A: Yes, after the first full citation of a source, subsequent citations in
footnotes can be shortened. This typically includes the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title (especially if you cite multiple works by the
same author), and the page number.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when
creating a Chicago style bibliography?

A: Common mistakes include failing to alphabetize entries correctly,
reversing the author's name inconsistently, missing essential bibliographic
information (like publication year or URL), and misformatting titles (e.g.,
not italicizing book titles).

Q: Is it permissible to cite the same source
multiple times on a single page using Chicago style
footnotes?

A: Yes, it is permissible and often necessary to cite the same source



multiple times on a single page. Each instance requires a corresponding
footnote, but after the first full citation, subsequent citations to that
same source can use the shortened format.

Q: How should I cite a website in Chicago style
footnotes and bibliography?

A: For websites, cite the author or organization, the title of the specific
page or article, the website name, and the URL. Including the date of access
is also recommended. The footnote format will be more concise than the
bibliography entry.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style allow for both
footnotes and endnotes within the same work?

A: No, you must choose either footnotes or endnotes for your entire document.
You cannot mix and match them within the same work when using the notes-and-
bibliography system.
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