
chicago style manual paraphrasing
example
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers
comprehensive advice on all aspects of writing, including academic and professional
citations. Mastering paraphrasing within the Chicago style is crucial for avoiding
plagiarism and properly attributing sources. This article delves into the intricacies of
creating a strong chicago style manual paraphrasing example, covering its fundamental
principles, practical application, and common pitfalls to avoid. We will explore how to
effectively rephrase source material while retaining its original meaning and how to
integrate these paraphrases seamlessly into your own work with appropriate citation.
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Understanding Paraphrasing in Chicago Style

Paraphrasing is a fundamental skill for any writer engaging with existing scholarship or
information. In the context of the Chicago Manual of Style, paraphrasing involves
restating the ideas or information from a source in your own words and sentence
structure. It is not merely swapping out a few words; it requires a deep comprehension of
the original text and the ability to articulate that understanding from a fresh perspective.
The goal is to convey the same meaning without directly copying the original phrasing,
thereby demonstrating your grasp of the material and integrating it smoothly into your
own argument or narrative. Proper paraphrasing, when done according to CMOS
guidelines, is essential for academic integrity and effective scholarly communication.

The Chicago Manual of Style places significant emphasis on clear and consistent citation
practices. When you paraphrase, you are still using someone else's ideas, and therefore,
you must acknowledge the original author. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism, a



serious academic offense. CMOS provides two main systems of citation: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. While the mechanics of paraphrasing
itself remain consistent, the way you cite will depend on which of these two systems your
project requires. Understanding these systems is paramount to correctly implementing a
chicago style manual paraphrasing example.

The Core Principles of Chicago Style
Paraphrasing

At its heart, effective paraphrasing in Chicago style relies on several core principles.
Foremost among these is the absolute necessity of comprehension. You cannot accurately
rephrase something you do not fully understand. This means carefully reading and
rereading the source material, identifying the main points, supporting details, and the
author's overall intent. Secondly, originality of expression is key. Your paraphrase should
exhibit a distinct sentence structure and vocabulary that differs significantly from the
original, even if the ideas are the same. Simply changing a few adjectives or adverbs is
insufficient and can still be considered plagiarism.

Thirdly, fidelity to the original meaning is non-negotiable. While you must use your own
words, you cannot alter the author's intended message or introduce your own
interpretations into the paraphrase. The paraphrase must accurately reflect what the
original source stated. Finally, proper attribution is the bedrock of all paraphrasing. Every
time you paraphrase, you must provide a citation that directs your reader to the original
source. This allows readers to locate the original information if they wish to consult it
themselves and gives credit where it is due, upholding ethical academic standards.

Crafting a Chicago Style Manual Paraphrasing
Example: Step-by-Step

To illustrate the process, let's walk through the steps involved in creating a successful
chicago style manual paraphrasing example. This methodical approach ensures that all
aspects of effective paraphrasing are addressed, from initial understanding to final
citation.

Identifying the Source Material

The first step is to select the specific passage you intend to paraphrase. This could be a
sentence, a paragraph, or even a longer section of text. Ensure that the material you
choose is relevant to your argument or discussion. For instance, if you are writing about
the impact of industrialization on urban development, you might find a passage in a
historical text describing factory conditions.



Analyzing and Understanding the Original Text

Read the chosen passage multiple times. Break it down into its constituent ideas. What is
the author's main point? What evidence or reasoning do they use? Try to summarize the
passage in a single sentence in your mind before you even attempt to write your
paraphrase. For example, if the original text states: "The rapid proliferation of textile mills
during the mid-19th century led to unprecedented urbanization, with rural populations
migrating en masse to factory towns in search of employment, often enduring arduous
working conditions and inadequate living environments," you need to grasp that the core
idea is the connection between the rise of factories and the growth of cities, along with the
associated negative consequences for workers.

Rewriting in Your Own Words

Now, with your understanding firmly in place, begin to rewrite the passage. Focus on
using different vocabulary and sentence structures. You might start with the consequence
and then state the cause, or vice versa. Using the example above, a paraphrase could be:
"The surge in textile manufacturing in the mid-1800s fueled significant urban expansion,
as many individuals left their rural homes to seek jobs in factory centers. However, these
new urban dwellers frequently faced challenging labor practices and poor living
conditions." Notice how the phrasing and word choices are distinct from the original, even
though the meaning remains the same. Avoid simply rearranging the original words; aim
for a complete rephrasing.

Integrating the Paraphrase into Your Writing

Once you have written your paraphrase, you need to integrate it smoothly into your own
text. This means introducing it with a signal phrase (e.g., "According to historian Jane
Smith...", "As Johnson argues...", "Research indicates that...") and ensuring it flows
logically with the sentences that precede and follow it. Your own commentary or analysis
should typically follow the paraphrase, explaining its significance or how it supports your
point. For instance, you might write: "The influx of workers into these burgeoning
industrial centers was a direct result of the economic opportunities presented by the
textile industry. As historian Jane Smith notes, 'The rapid proliferation of textile mills
during the mid-19th century led to unprecedented urbanization, with rural populations
migrating en masse to factory towns in search of employment, often enduring arduous
working conditions and inadequate living environments' (Smith 1998, 45)."

Citing Your Paraphrase According to Chicago Style

This is a critical step. Chicago style offers two citation systems. In the notes-bibliography
system, you would typically use a footnote or endnote. For example, a footnote might read:
¹ Jane Smith, The Rise of the Mill Town (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998), 45. If



using the author-date system, the in-text citation would appear in parentheses within the
text, usually immediately after the paraphrased material. For the example above,
assuming Smith published in 1998 and the relevant page is 45, the in-text citation would
be (Smith 1998, 45). Regardless of the system used, a full bibliographic entry for the
source must appear in your bibliography or works cited list at the end of your paper.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style
Paraphrasing

Even with careful attention, writers can fall into common traps when paraphrasing.
Recognizing these potential errors is key to producing accurate and ethical work. One of
the most frequent mistakes is patchwriting, which involves changing only a few words or
slightly rearranging the sentence structure of the original text. This is still considered
plagiarism because the original sentence structure and most of the vocabulary remain
intact. Another error is misrepresenting the original meaning. This can happen if you don't
fully understand the source or if you subtly twist the author's ideas to fit your own
argument, which undermines the integrity of your work.

A related issue is over-reliance on the original sentence structure. Even if you change the
words, if the sentence construction is too similar, it might not be considered sufficient
rephrasing. It’s important to reconstruct the idea entirely in your own grammatical
framework. Finally, forgetting to cite or citing incorrectly is a significant error. Every
paraphrase, no matter how well-written, requires a clear and accurate citation to the
original source. This includes providing the necessary page numbers, especially in the
notes-bibliography system.

Differentiating Paraphrasing from Summarizing

It's important to distinguish paraphrasing from summarizing, though both involve using
source material in your own words. A paraphrase restates a specific portion of a text, such
as a sentence or a paragraph, in detail and with the same level of specificity as the
original. The length of a paraphrase is generally similar to the length of the original
passage it represents. In contrast, a summary condenses a larger body of text, such as an
entire article or chapter, into a much shorter overview of the main points. The focus of a
summary is on the most crucial ideas, omitting minor details and supporting evidence.

When creating a chicago style manual paraphrasing example, the goal is to capture the
essence of a particular idea or piece of information from a source without directly quoting
it. A summary, on the other hand, aims to provide a broad overview. For instance,
paraphrasing the sentence about textile mills would focus on that specific relationship and
its immediate consequences. Summarizing an entire book chapter on industrialization
might only mention the growth of factory towns as one of several key developments
discussed.



The Importance of Accurate Attribution

Accurate attribution is not just about avoiding plagiarism; it is also about respecting the
intellectual property of others and allowing your readers to engage with the original
sources. In Chicago style, whether using notes-bibliography or author-date, the citation
system is designed to be unambiguous. The in-text or footnote citation should immediately
follow the borrowed material, and the corresponding full entry in the bibliography
provides all the necessary publication details. This transparency is vital for building
credibility and demonstrating scholarly rigor. A well-executed chicago style manual
paraphrasing example always includes meticulous attention to citation details.

Failure to attribute accurately can lead to accusations of plagiarism, damage your
reputation, and result in academic penalties. Furthermore, it deprives your readers of the
opportunity to delve deeper into the topic by consulting the original works. Therefore,
making source attribution a habit, especially when paraphrasing, is a cornerstone of
responsible academic writing.

When to Quote vs. When to Paraphrase

Deciding whether to quote directly or paraphrase depends on the specific purpose and the
nature of the source material. Direct quotations are best used when the original wording
is particularly impactful, memorable, or significant. This might be the case for a famous
statement, a precise definition, or a passage that encapsulates a complex idea in a unique
way. If the exact phrasing is crucial to your argument, quoting is the appropriate choice.
However, using too many direct quotes can make your writing sound choppy and overly
reliant on others' voices.

Paraphrasing is generally preferred when you want to integrate an idea into your own
prose smoothly, when the original wording is perhaps less impactful or unnecessarily
complex, or when you need to condense information from a longer passage. Paraphrasing
allows you to tailor the information to fit your specific sentence structure and rhetorical
purpose. The key is to always select the method that best serves your overall writing goal
while maintaining academic integrity and adhering to Chicago style conventions for both
the paraphrased content and any direct quotations.

Advanced Tips for Chicago Style Paraphrasing

Moving beyond the basics, several advanced strategies can elevate your paraphrasing
skills within the Chicago Manual of Style framework. One such tip is to employ a
thesaurus judiciously. While you should avoid simply swapping words, a thesaurus can
help you find synonyms to ensure a truly unique phrasing. However, always ensure the
synonyms you choose fit the context precisely and do not alter the intended meaning.

Another advanced technique is to consider the broader context of the original text. When



paraphrasing, don't just focus on the immediate sentences. Understand how that
particular idea fits into the author's larger argument. This deeper understanding will allow
you to paraphrase more accurately and to integrate it more effectively into your own work.
Finally, practice regularly. The more you paraphrase, the more natural it will become, and
the better you will get at distinguishing between your own voice and the voices of your
sources.

Using a Style Guide Effectively

The Chicago Manual of Style is an extensive resource, and understanding how to use it
effectively is crucial for all aspects of academic writing, including paraphrasing.
Familiarize yourself with the sections pertaining to citation, plagiarism, and proper source
integration. Keep a copy of the CMOS readily accessible, whether it's a physical book or
an online version. When in doubt about a specific rule or convention, consult the manual
directly. For instance, if you are unsure about the correct format for a footnote or
bibliography entry for a particular type of source, the CMOS will provide clear guidelines.

Learning to navigate the index and table of contents of the style guide will save you time
and ensure accuracy. Many writers find it helpful to create their own quick reference
guides for common citation formats or rules they frequently encounter. A thorough
understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style is not just about following rules; it's about
developing good scholarly habits that will serve you throughout your academic and
professional career.

Seeking Feedback on Your Paraphrasing Skills

One of the most effective ways to improve any writing skill, including paraphrasing, is to
seek constructive feedback. Share your work with peers, instructors, or writing center
tutors who are familiar with Chicago style. Ask them specifically to review your
paraphrases. Do they accurately reflect the original meaning? Are they sufficiently distinct
from the original wording? Are the citations correct and properly formatted? Third-party
review can often catch errors or stylistic issues that you might overlook yourself.

Be open to their suggestions and use their feedback to refine your approach.
Understanding common areas of confusion and receiving guidance on how to correct them
will significantly enhance your ability to produce high-quality, ethically sound writing. A
strong chicago style manual paraphrasing example is often the result of diligent practice
and a willingness to learn from others.

Mastering paraphrasing in Chicago style is an ongoing process that requires diligent
practice and a commitment to academic integrity. By understanding the core principles,
following a systematic approach, and being aware of common pitfalls, writers can
confidently and ethically integrate source material into their own work. The ability to
effectively paraphrase, supported by accurate Chicago style citations, is a hallmark of
sophisticated scholarship.



Q: What is the primary difference between paraphrasing
and quoting in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the presentation of the source material. Quoting involves
using the exact words of the original author, enclosed in quotation marks. Paraphrasing,
on the other hand, involves restating the author's ideas in your own words and sentence
structure, without quotation marks. Both require proper citation according to Chicago
Manual of Style guidelines.

Q: Can I change a few words in a sentence from a source
and call it paraphrasing in Chicago style?
A: No, simply changing a few words or slightly rearranging the sentence structure is
known as patchwriting and is considered plagiarism. Effective paraphrasing in Chicago
style requires a complete rephrasing of the original idea using your own vocabulary and
sentence construction, while maintaining fidelity to the original meaning.

Q: What kind of information necessitates a paraphrase
according to Chicago style?
A: You should paraphrase any time you use an idea, concept, fact, or piece of information
that originated from another source, even if you do not use the exact wording. This
includes concepts, theories, data, and specific arguments made by other authors. The goal
is to acknowledge the source of the intellectual content.

Q: How do I cite a paraphrase in Chicago style if I don't
have a page number?
A: While Chicago style strongly encourages the use of specific page numbers for
paraphrased material (especially in the notes-bibliography system) to allow readers to
easily locate the information, if a specific page number is truly unavailable for the idea
being paraphrased (e.g., a general idea discussed throughout an entire chapter without a
specific focal point), you might cite the chapter or the work as a whole, depending on the
context and your instructor's guidelines. However, for most paraphrased passages, a page
number is expected.

Q: Is it acceptable to paraphrase from multiple sources
and combine them in one sentence in Chicago style?
A: Yes, it is acceptable to paraphrase ideas from multiple sources within a single sentence
or paragraph, but each distinct idea or piece of information must be clearly attributed to
its original source. You would need to use separate citations for each source integrated
into your sentence or immediately following the paraphrased content, ensuring no
ambiguity about which idea belongs to which author.



Q: What is the role of the bibliography or works cited
list when paraphrasing in Chicago style?
A: The bibliography or works cited list provides a full, detailed entry for every source that
you have cited within your text, whether through direct quotation or paraphrase. It allows
readers to find and consult the original sources themselves. The in-text citation or
footnote/endnote directs the reader to the specific entry in the bibliography.
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