chicago style legal citations for
speeches

Navigating Chicago Style Legal Citations for Speeches

chicago style legal citations for speeches are a crucial element for legal
scholars, practitioners, and students aiming for precision and credibility in
their academic and professional work. Properly citing a speech, whether it's
a landmark address, a courtroom argument, or a conference presentation,
ensures that your audience can locate the original source and verify your
information. This article will delve into the intricacies of citing speeches
in Chicago style, covering everything from identifying the essential
components of a citation to understanding footnotes versus bibliographical
entries and addressing common challenges. Mastering these citation guidelines
is not merely about adherence to a style manual; it is about upholding
academic integrity and contributing to the scholarly discourse with a
foundation of verifiable evidence.
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Understanding the Core Components of Speech
Citations

When citing a speech using Chicago style, several key pieces of information
are essential for a complete and accurate reference. These components allow
readers to identify the speech definitively and locate its source, much like
citing any other primary document. The goal is to provide enough detail to
distinguish it from any other address delivered on a similar topic or by the
same speaker.

The foundational elements typically include the speaker's full name, the
exact title of the speech (if any), the date the speech was delivered, and
the location where it was presented. Additionally, information about the
context in which the speech was delivered is vital. This might involve
identifying the organization hosting the event, the specific conference, or
the court proceeding. If the speech has been published or recorded, details
regarding the publication or recording are also necessary.



Speaker and Title Identification

Accurately identifying the speaker and the precise title of the speech is the
first and most critical step. The speaker's name should be presented in full,
as it appears in the original context. If the speech is known by a particular
title, that title should be provided and italicized in footnotes and
underlined in bibliographical entries, following Chicago style conventions.

For speeches that do not have an official title, a descriptive phrase can be
used, enclosed in quotation marks. This descriptive phrase should accurately
reflect the content or purpose of the speech. For instance, a speech
delivered at a policy forum without a formal title might be described as
"Remarks on Environmental Policy."

Date and Location of Delivery

The date of delivery is paramount for establishing the temporal context of
the speech. This should be specific, including the day, month, and year. The
location of delivery provides geographical context and can be important for
understanding the audience and the circumstances surrounding the speech.

When citing, the date is typically formatted as Month Day, Year. The location
might include the city and state, or city and country, depending on the
significance and scope of the event. For instance, "New York, NY" or "London,
UK. "

Footnotes vs. Bibliographical Entries for
Speeches

Chicago style employs two primary citation formats: footnotes (or endnotes)
for immediate in-text referencing and a bibliography for a comprehensive list
of all sources consulted at the end of a work. The way a speech is cited
differs slightly between these two formats, although the core information
remains consistent.

Footnotes provide the most detailed citation information at the point of
reference, allowing readers to quickly consult the source without disrupting
the flow of the text. They are essential for academic papers and legal briefs
where precise sourcing is paramount.

Footnote Format for Speeches

In a footnote, the speaker's full name is presented first, followed by the
title of the speech (italicized), the date of delivery, and then the location



or context of the speech. If referring to a published or recorded version,
the publication or recording details would follow.

For example, a footnote for an unpublished speech might look like this:

John Doe, "The Future of Legal Education" (Address at the Annual Bar
Association Conference, Chicago, IL, October 15, 2023).

If the speech is published, the citation would include details of the
publication, such as the name of the book or journal and the page numbers.

Bibliographical Entry for Speeches

The bibliographical entry provides a condensed yet complete reference for all
sources used in the work. For speeches, the bibliographical entry typically
lists the speaker’s last name first, followed by their first name, the title
of the speech (underlined), the date of delivery, and the location or
context.

A bibliographical entry for the same speech would appear as:

Doe, John. The Future of Legal Education. Address at the Annual Bar
Association Conference, Chicago, IL, October 15, 2023.

The key difference in the bibliography is the inversion of the speaker's name
and the underlining of the speech title instead of italics.

Citing Unpublished Speeches

Unpublished speeches present unique challenges because they may not have a
readily accessible or standardized format. The citation must therefore
provide as much detail as possible to help the reader understand the nature
and origin of the speech.

The most critical aspect of citing an unpublished speech is providing
sufficient information to allow retrieval or verification, even if that means
noting the source as an archival document or personal communication.

Details for Unpublished Speeches

When an unpublished speech is available, such as in personal papers, an
archive, or through an interview, it's crucial to specify its format and
accessibility. This might include noting that it is an unpublished
manuscript, a transcript from an audio or video recording, or even a personal
recollection.



If the speech is housed in a specific archive or collection, this information
should be included in the citation. For example: "John Doe, 'Keynote Address
to the Federalist Society' (unpublished manuscript, John Doe Papers, Hoover
Institution Archives, Stanford, CA, April 2, 2022)."

Personal Communication and Speeches

If a speech was delivered directly to you or a small group and not officially
recorded or archived, it might be treated similarly to personal
communication. However, it's still important to include as many details as
possible regarding the content, date, and context.

It is generally advisable to avoid citing personal recollections of speeches
unless absolutely necessary, and if done, to be extremely precise about the
date and circumstances.

Citing Published or Recorded Speeches

Speeches that have been published in books, journals, or online, or recorded
and made available, are generally easier to cite because they have a more
definitive source.

The citation for these types of speeches will depend heavily on the format in
which they were published or recorded. The goal is to direct the reader to
the specific publication or recording.

Published Speeches in Books or Journals

If a speech has been published in a book or a scholarly journal, the citation
should include the details of that publication. This would typically involve

the book title (if part of a collection), editor information, publisher, year
of publication, and page numbers.

For a journal article, the citation would include the journal title, volume,
issue number, year, and page range.

For example:
Jane Smith, "The Role of Precedent in Constitutional Law," in Essays on

Judicial Philosophy, ed. Richard Roe (New York: Oxford University Press,
2021), 45-62.



Recorded Speeches (Audio/Video/Online)

For speeches that have been recorded and made available, such as on a
website, YouTube, or as part of a documentary, the citation needs to reflect
this medium.

Include information such as the title of the recording, the speaker, the date
of the recording or release, and the platform or repository where it can be
found, along with a URL if applicable.

For instance:

"President’s Address to the Nation," delivered by Barack Obama, January 20,
2017, C-SPAN Video Library,
https://www.c-span.org/video/?421036-1/president-obama-farewell-address.

Handling Speeches Delivered in Different
Contexts

The context in which a speech is delivered can significantly influence its
citation. A speech given in a courtroom, at a legislative session, or at a
public forum will have different identifying details.

It is important to be specific about the forum to ensure clarity and accuracy
in the citation.

Courtroom Arguments and Judicial Opinions

Speeches delivered as oral arguments in court are typically cited as part of
the court record. While not exactly a "speech" in the traditional sense,
these presentations have a formal structure and audience.

Citation practices for oral arguments may vary slightly depending on the
specific court rules, but generally involve identifying the case name, the
court, the date of argument, and the source of the transcript (e.g., court
records, legal databases).

Legislative and Congressional Speeches

Speeches delivered in legislative bodies, such as Congress or state
legislatures, are often formally recorded in official publications like the
Congressional Record. These have a clear source and can be cited accordingly.

The citation would include the title of the speech (if any), the



Congressional Record volume, the date of delivery, and the page numbers.

Public Lectures and Conference Presentations

Speeches delivered at public lectures or academic conferences, whether
published or unpublished, require careful attention to detail. If the speech
was published in proceedings, follow the guidelines for published works. If
it remains unpublished, treat it as an unpublished speech, noting the
conference name, date, and location.

Common Challenges in Citing Speeches

Citing speeches can present several common challenges, primarily stemming
from the variability of their availability and format.

One significant challenge is distinguishing between different versions of the
same speech, especially if revisions were made or if there are multiple
transcripts.

Identifying the Definitive Version

When multiple versions of a speech exist, it is crucial to cite the one you
are directly referencing. If you are using a transcript, identify it clearly.
If you are relying on a published version, ensure that the publication
accurately reflects the speech as delivered.

If there is a significant discrepancy between a delivered speech and its
published version, it is best to note this in your citation or in the body of
your text.

Handling Oral Arguments and Transcripts

Oral arguments in court can be particularly complex to cite. Ensuring that
you have the correct case information, court, date, and transcript source is
vital. When using transcripts from legal databases, include the database name
and any specific accession numbers.

Accuracy in these details is non-negotiable when navigating legal scholarship
and practice.

Q: What is the most important information to include when citing a speech in



Chicago style?

A: The most important information includes the speaker's full name, the exact
title of the speech (if any), the date it was delivered, and the location or
context of its delivery. If the speech has been published or recorded,
details of that publication or recording are also essential.

Q: How do I cite a speech that doesn't have an official title?

A: If a speech lacks an official title, you should use a descriptive phrase
that accurately reflects its content or purpose. This descriptive phrase
should be enclosed in quotation marks and placed where the title would
normally appear in the citation.

Q: What is the difference between citing a speech in a footnote versus a
bibliography?

A: In a footnote, the speaker's name is presented in full, and the speech
title is italicized. In a bibliographical entry, the speaker's last name
comes first, and the speech title is underlined. The core information remains
the same, but the formatting differs.

Q: How should I cite an unpublished speech that I accessed from an archive?
A: For an unpublished speech found in an archive, you should include the
speaker's name, the speech title (italicized in footnotes, underlined in
bibliography), the date of delivery, and then specify that it is an
unpublished manuscript, followed by the name of the archive and its location.

Q: Can I cite a speech I heard personally without a recording or transcript?
A: It is generally advisable to avoid citing personal recollections of
speeches due to potential inaccuracies. If absolutely necessary, treat it as
personal communication, providing as much detail as possible about the
speaker, topic, date, and circumstances of the delivery, but acknowledge its
informal nature.

Q: What if a speech has been published online?

A: For online speeches, you should cite the speaker, title, date of delivery,
and then provide the name of the website or platform, and the URL. If there's
a specific publication date for the online version, include that as well.

Q: Are there special considerations for citing oral arguments in court?

A: Yes, oral arguments in court are cited with specific case information, the
court name, date of argument, and the source of the transcript, such as court
records or legal databases. The exact format may vary slightly depending on
specific court rules.

Q: How do I handle a speech that has been translated?

A: If a speech has been translated, you should cite the original speaker and
title, and then provide the translator's name and the details of the
published translated version, following the rules for citing published works.
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