CHICAGO STYLE LEGAL CITATIONS FOR PATENTS

UNDERSTANDING CHICAGO STYLE LEGAL CITATIONS FOR PATENTS

CHICAGO STYLE LEGAL CITATIONS FOR PATENTS REQUIRES A METICULOUS APPROACH TO ENSURE ACCURACY AND CLARITY IN
LEGAL WRITING, ESPECIALLY WHEN REFERENCING COMPLEX INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DOCUMENTS. THis STYLE, WHILE SHARING
FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES WITH OTHER LEGAL CITATION METHODS, POSSESSES ITS OWN NUANCES WHEN APPLIED TO PATENT
DOCUMENTATION. PROPERLY CITING PATENTS IS CRUCIAL FOR ESTABLISHING PRIOR ART, DEMONSTRATING INFRINGEMENT, AND
SUPPORTING LEGAL ARGUMENTS WITHIN BRIEFS, SCHOLARLY ARTICLES, AND OTHER LEGAL DOCUMENTS. THIS COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF CITING PATENTS IN CHICAGO STYLE, COVERING THE FUNDAMENTAL
ELEMENTS, SPECIFIC VARIATIONS FOR DIFFERENT PATENT TYPES, AND BEST PRACTICES FOR ACCURATE REFERENCING. WE wiLL
EXPLORE HOW TO FORMAT PATENT NUMBERS, IDENTIFY KEY PUBLICATION DETAILS, AND ADDRESS COMMON CHALLENGES FACED
BY LEGAL PROFESSIONALS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CoRE COMPONENTS OF PATENT CITATIONS

W/HEN CONSTRUCTING A CHICAGO STYLE LEGAL CITATION FOR A PATENT, SEVERAL KEY PIECES OF INFORMATION ARE
INDISPENSABLE. T HESE COMPONENTS WORK TOGETHER TO UNIQUELY IDENTIFY THE PATENT AND PROVIDE SUFFICIENT CONTEXT
FOR THE READER TO LOCATE THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT. THE FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENTS ENSURE THAT YOUR CITATION IS BOTH
PRECISE AND VERIFIABLE, ADHERING TO THE RIGOROUS STANDARDS EXPECTED IN LEGAL SCHOLARSHIP AND PRACTICE. \WITHOUT
THESE CORE COMPONENTS, A PATENT CITATION CAN BE AMBIGUOUS AND ULTIMATELY UNHELPFUL.

IDENTIFYING THE PATENT NUMBER

THE PATENT NUMBER IS THE PRIMARY UNIQUE IDENTIFIER FOR AN ISSUED PATENT. THIS NUMBER IS ASSIGNED SEQUENTIALLY UPON
THE GRANT OF THE PATENT BY THE RELEVANT PATENT OFFICE. ACCURATELY RECORDING THIS NUMBER IS THE FIRST AND MOST
CRITICAL STEP IN ANY PATENT CITATION. WITHOUT THE CORRECT PATENT NUMBER, RETRIEVING THE SPECIFIC PATENT DOCUMENT
BECOMES AN EXERCISE IN FUTILITY. |T IS ESSENTIAL TO DOUBLE-CHECK THIS ALPHANUMERIC STRING FOR ANY TYPOGRAPHICAL
ERRORS, AS EVEN A SINGLE MISPLACED CHARACTER CAN LEAD TO CITING THE WRONG DOCUMENT OR AN INVALID CITATION.

INCLUDING THE PATENT TITLE

THE TITLE OF THE PATENT PROVIDES A CONCISE DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. W/HILE NOT AS CRITICALLY IDENTIFYING AS THE
PATENT NUMBER, IT OFFERS VALUABLE CONTEXT FOR THE READER AND HELPS CONFIRM THAT THE CORRECT PATENT IS BEING
REFERENCED. THE TITLE SHOULD BE QUOTED ACCURATELY AS IT APPEARS ON THE PATENT DOCUMENT ITSELF. THIS ELEMENT
ADDS A LAYER OF DESCRIPTIVE CLARITY, ALLOWING SOMEONE UNFAMILIAR WITH THE PATENT TO GRASP ITS GENERAL SUBJECT



MATTER AT A GLANCE, WHICH CAN BE PARTICULARLY USEFUL WHEN DEALING WITH A HIGH VOLUME OF CITED PATENTS.

SPECIFYING THE ISSUING AUTHORITY AND DATE

EVERY PATENT IS ISSUED BY A SPECIFIC NATIONAL OR REGIONAL PATENT OFFICE, AND THE DATE OF ISSUANCE IS A CRUCIAL PIECE
OF INFORMATION. THIS IDENTIFIES THE JURISDICTION WHERE THE PATENT WAS GRANTED AND THE TEMPORAL CONTEXT OF ITS
LEGAL STANDING. FOR U.S. PATENTS, THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE (USPTO) IS THE ISSUING
AUTHORITY. FOR INTERNATIONAL PATENTS, THE RELEVANT NATIONAL OFFICE OR ORGANIZATION, SUCH AS THE EUROPEAN
PATENT OFFice (EPO), MUST BE CLEARLY STATED. THE DATE OF ISSUANCE IS EQUALLY IMPORTANT, AS IT SIGNIFIES WHEN THE
PATENT RIGHTS BECAME LEGALLY EFFECTIVE.

CITING THE INVENTOR(S) AND AsSIGNEE(S)

W/HILE NOT ALWAYS A MANDATORY ELEMENT IN EVERY CHICAGO STYLE CITATION FORMAT FOR PATENTS, INCLUDING THE
INVENTOR(S) AND ASSIGNEE(S) CAN ENHANCE THE CITATION'S COMPLETENESS. THE INVENTOR IS THE INDIVIDUAL OR INDIVIDUALS
WHO CONCEIVED OF THE INVENTION, WHILE THE ASSIGNEE IS THE ENTITY TO WHOM THE PATENT RIGHTS HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED
OR LICENSED. INCLUDING THIS INFORMATION CAN PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CONTEXT REGARDING THE ORIGIN AND OWNERSHIP OF THE
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY, WHICH CAN BE RELEVANT IN CERTAIN LEGAL ANALYSES.

CiTinGg U.S. PATENTS IN CHICAGO STYLE

CITING UNITED STATES PATENTS REQUIRES ADHERENCE TO SPECIFIC FORMATTING GUIDELINES WITHIN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF
STYLE, PARTICULARLY WHEN USED IN LEGAL CONTEXTS. THE ESTABLISHED FORMAT ENSURES CLARITY AND CONSISTENCY,
MAKING IT EASIER FOR LEGAL PROFESSIONALS AND RESEARCHERS TO LOCATE AND UNDERSTAND THE REFERENCED PATENT. THE
PRIMARY GOAL IS TO PROVIDE ENOUGH INFORMATION FOR THE READER TO READILY IDENTIFY THE EXACT PATENT BEING
DISCUSSED.

STANDARD FORMAT FOR Issuep U.S. PATENTS

A TYPICAL CITATION FOR AN ISSUED U.S. PATENT IN CHICAGO STYLE GENERALLY INCLUDES THE PATENT NUMBER, TITLE, AND
ISSUE DATE. THE FORMAT IS DESIGNED TO BE CONCISE YET COMPREHENSIVE. FOR INSTANCE, A CITATION MIGHT LOOK SOMETHING
LIKE: U.S. PATENT No. X, XXX XXX, TITLED “INVENTION TITLE,” 1ISSUED MONTH DAY, YEAR. THIS STRUCTURE CLEARLY
IDENTIFIES THE DOCUMENT TYPE, ITS UNIQUE NUMBER, ITS DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, AND THE DATE IT WAS OFFICIALLY GRANTED BY
THe USPTO.

FooTNoTE vs. ENDNOTE V ARIATIONS

CHICAGO STYLE ALLOWS FOR BOTH FOOTNOTE AND ENDNOTE REFERENCING. W/HEN CITING U.S. PATENTS, THE FORMAT WITHIN
FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES WILL BE LARGELY CONSISTENT, THOUGH FULL CITATIONS MAY APPEAR IN ENDNOTES AND SHORTENED
VERSIONS IN SUBSEQUENT FOOTNOTES. THE INITIAL FULL CITATION IN A FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE WILL CONTAIN ALL NECESSARY
DETAILS. SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES TO THE SAME PATENT WILL TYPICALLY USE A SHORTENED FORM, OFTEN COMPRISING JUST
THE PATENT NUMBER AND A BRIEF IDENTIFIER.

INCLUDING REISSUE AND DESIGN PATENTS

SPECIAL ATTENTION MUST BE PAID WHEN CITING U.S. REISSUE PATENTS AND DESIGN PATENTS, AS THEIR CITATION FORMAT MAY



HAVE SUBTLE DIFFERENCES. REISSUE PATENTS ARE GRANTED WHEN AN ORIGINAL PATENT IS FOUND TO BE DEFECTIVE AND NEEDS
TO BE CORRECTED. DESIGN PATENTS PROTECT THE ORNAMENTAL DESIGN OF AN ARTICLE OF MANUFACTURE. THE CITATION FOR
THESE TYPES OF PATENTS WILL STILL INCLUDE THE PATENT NUMBER AND ISSUE DATE, BUT MAY ALSO INCLUDE SPECIFIC
IDENTIFIERS OR NOTATIONS TO DISTINGUISH THEM FROM UTILITY PATENTS, ENSURING ACCURATE CLASSIFICATION.

CITING FOREIGN PATENTS

THE INTERNATIONAL LANDSCAPE OF PATENT LAW NECESSITATES THE ABILITY TO CITE PATENTS FROM JURISDICTIONS OUTSIDE
THE UNITED STATES. CHICAGO STYLE PROVIDES A FRAMEWORK FOR THIS, THOUGH IT REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION TO THE
SPECIFIC INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM FOREIGN PATENT OFFICES. THE CORE PRINCIPLE REMAINS THE SAME: PROVIDE SUFFICIENT
DETAIL FOR UNAMBIGUOUS IDENTIFICATION.

IDENTIFYING FOREIGN PATENT NUMBERS AND OFFICES

FOREIGN PATENT CITATIONS MUST CLEARLY STATE THE PATENT NUMBER ASSIGNED BY THE RESPECTIVE NATIONAL OR REGIONAL
PATENT OFFICE. THIS INCLUDES SPECIFYING THE COUNTRY OR REGION OF ORIGIN. FOR EXAMPLE, A EUROPEAN PATENT (EP) wiLL
HAVE A DIFFERENT NUMBER FORMAT AND ISSUING AUTHORITY THAN A JAPANESE PATENT (JP) OR A PATENT FROM THE UNITED
KingDoM (GB). THE EXACT NOMENCLATURE FOR THE PATENT NUMBER AND THE OFFICIAL ABBREVIATION FOR THE PATENT OFFICE
ARE CRUCIAL FOR ACCURACY.

INCLUDING PUBLICATION OR GRANT DATES

SIMILAR TO U.S. PATENTS, THE PUBLICATION OR GRANT DATE IS ESSENTIAL FOR FOREIGN PATENTS. THIS DATE ESTABLISHES THE
TEMPORAL CONTEXT OF THE PATENT'S PROTECTION. |T IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT SOME FOREIGN PATENT SYSTEMS MAY
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE PUBLICATION DATE OF THE PATENT APPLICATION AND THE GRANT DATE OF THE PATENT ITSELF. THE
CITATION SHOULD IDEALLY REFLECT THE MOST RELEVANT DATE FOR THE LEGAL CONTEXT, OFTEN THE GRANT DATE WHEN
REFERRING TO AN ISSUED PATENT.

V ARIATIONS BY COUNTRY/REGION

DIFFERENT COUNTRIES HAVE UNIQUE SYSTEMS FOR NUMBERING AND DESIGNATING THEIR PATENTS. W/HEN CITING FOREIGN PATENTS,
IT IS IMPERATIVE TO RESEARCH AND USE THE CORRECT CONVENTIONS FOR EACH SPECIFIC JURISDICTION. FOR INSTANCE, A GERMAN
PATENT MIGHT HAVE A DIFFERENT PREFIX OR SUFFIX THAN A CANADIAN PATENT. CONSULTING OFFICIAL PATENT OFFICE
RESOURCES OR SPECIALIZED CITATION GUIDES FOR INTERNATIONAL PATENTS IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO ENSURE PRECISE
FORMATTING.

CITING PATENT APPLICATIONS

PATENT APPLICATIONS, ALSO KNOWN AS PUBLISHED PATENT APPLICATIONS OR PATENT PENDING DOCUMENTS, REPRESENT

INVENTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED FOR EXAMINATION BUT HAVE NOT YET BEEN GRANTED AS PATENTS. CITING THESE
DOCUMENTS REQUIRES A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT APPROACH TO DISTINGUISH THEM FROM ISSUED PATENTS AND REFLECT THEIR
PENDING STATUS.

DISTINGUISHING APPLICATIONS FROM ISSUED PATENTS

THE KEY DISTINCTION LIES IN THEIR LEGAL STATUS. AN APPLICATION IS A REQUEST FOR A PATENT, WHILE AN ISSUED PATENT IS



A GRANTED RIGHT. CITATIONS FOR APPLICATIONS MUST CLEARLY INDICATE THIS STATUS. THIS IS TYPICALLY ACHIEVED BY
USING TERMS LIKE “PUBLISHED PATENT APPLICATION” OR “APPLICATION NUMBER” AND REFERENCING THE PUBLICATION NUMBER
AND DATE, WHICH ARE DISTINCT FROM THE PATENT NUMBER AND ISSUE DATE.

PusLicAaTION NUMBERS AND DATES

PUBLISHED PATENT APPLICATIONS ARE ASSIGNED PUBLICATION NUMBERS AND DATES, WHICH SERVE AS THEIR PRIMARY

IDENTIFIERS. THESE NUMBERS ARE OFTEN DIFFERENT FROM THE EVENTUAL PATENT NUMBER IF THE APPLICATION MATURES INTO A
GRANTED PATENT. THE PUBLICATION DATE SIGNIFIES WHEN THE APPLICATION BECAME PUBLICLY AVAILABLE FOR EXAMINATION
AND REVIEW. INCLUDING BOTH THE PUBLICATION NUMBER AND DATE IS ESSENTIAL FOR ACCURATELY CITING THESE DOCUMENTS.

APPLICATION NUMBERS

IN SOME INSTANCES, PARTICULARLY IF THE APPLICATION HAS NOT YET BEEN PUBLISHED OR IF THE PUBLICATION NUMBER IS LESS
COMMONLY USED, CITING THE APPLICATION NUMBER ITSELF MIGHT BE NECESSARY. HO\Y/EVER, IT IS GENERALLY PREFERABLE TO
CITE THE PUBLICATION NUMBER AND DATE AS THESE ARE PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE IDENTIFIERS FOR EXAMINATION. THE APPLICATION
NUMBER IS THE INITIAL IDENTIFIER ASSIGNED BY THE PATENT OFFICE UPON FILING.

HANDLING DIFFERENT PATENT PUBLICATION T YPES

THE WORLD OF PATENTS INVOLVES VARIOUS TYPES OF PUBLICATIONS, EACH WITH ITS OWN CHARACTERISTICS AND CITATION
REQUIREMENTS. UNDERSTANDING THESE DIFFERENCES ENSURES THAT LEGAL DOCUMENTS ACCURATELY REFLECT THE SPECIFIC
PATENT DOCUMENT BEING REFERENCED.

UTILITY PATENTS, DESIGN PATENTS, AND PLANT PATENTS

U.S. PATENT LAW RECOGNIZES SEVERAL TYPES OF PATENTS, INCLUDING UTILITY PATENTS (FOR PROCESSES, MACHINES,
MANUFACTURES, OR COMPOSITIONS OF MATTER), DESIGN PATENTS (FOE ORNAMENTAL DESIGNS), AND PLANT PATENTS (FOR NEW
AND DISTINCT ASEXUALLY REPRODUCED PLANTS). W/HILE THE CORE CITATION ELEMENTS REMAIN SIMILAR, THE TYPE OF PATENT
MIGHT BE NOTED FOR CLARITY, ESPECIALLY IN SPECIALIZED LEGAL CONTEXTS WHERE THE DISTINCTION IS SIGNIFICANT.

PROVISIONAL APPLICATIONS

PROVISIONAL APPLICATIONS ARE A SIMPLIFIED FILING THAT ESTABLISHES AN EARLY FILING DATE FOR AN INVENTION BUT DOES
NOT MATURE INTO A GRANTED PATENT ON ITS OWN. THEY ARE NOT EXAMINED AND EXPIRE AFTER 12 MONTHS. CITING A
PROVISIONAL APPLICATION TYPICALLY INVOLVES ITS APPLICATION NUMBER AND FILING DATE, AS THERE IS NO “ISSUE DATE” OR
“PATENT NUMBER” IN THE TRADITIONAL SENSE.

DerensIVE PuBLICATIONS AND LAID-OPEN APPLICATIONS

DEFENSIVE PUBLICATIONS ARE DOCUMENTS PUBLISHED BY INVENTORS OR COMPANIES TO MAKE AN INVENTION PUBLICLY
AVAILABLE, THEREBY PREVENTING OTHERS FROM OBTAINING A PATENT ON IT. L AID-OPEN APPLICATIONS ARE A CATEGORY OF
PUBLISHED PATENT APPLICATIONS IN CERTAIN JURISDICTIONS. CITATIONS FOR THESE WILL GENERALLY FOLLOW THE PATTERN FOR
PUBLISHED APPLICATIONS, EMPHASIZING THEIR PUBLICATION NUMBER AND DATE.



BesT PrRACTICES FOR CHICAGO STYLE PATENT CITATIONS

ADHERING TO BEST PRACTICES ENSURES THAT YOUR CHICAGO STYLE LEGAL CITATIONS FOR PATENTS ARE NOT ONLY
COMPLIANT BUT ALSO MAXIMALLY EFFECTIVE. ACCURACY, CONSISTENCY, AND CLARITY ARE PARAMOUNT IN LEGAL WRITING.

CONSISTENCY IN FORMATTING

MAINTAIN A CONSISTENT FORMAT THROUGHOUT YOUR DOCUMENT. |F YOU CHOOSE TO USE FOOTNOTES FOR YOUR CITATIONS,
STICK TO THAT CONVENTION. ENSURE THAT THE WAY YOU ABBREVIATE PATENT OFFICES, FORMAT DATES, AND PRESENT PATENT
NUMBERS IS UNIFORM ACROSS ALL YOUR CITATIONS. INCONSISTENCY CAN CONFUSE READERS AND DETRACT FROM THE
PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR W ORK.

UsING OFFICIAL PATENT OFFICE RESOURCES

ALWAYS REFER TO OFFICIAL PATENT OFFICE DATABASES AND DOCUMENTS FOR ACCURATE PATENT INFORMATION. \WEBSITES
LIKE THE USPTO’s PATENT PUBLIC SEARCH, ESPACENET, AND WIPO’s PATENTSCOPE ARE INVALUABLE RESOURCES FOR
VERIFYING PATENT NUMBERS, TITLES, DATES, AND INVENTOR/ASSIGNEE DETAILS. RELYING ON SECONDARY SOURCES CAN
INTRODUCE ERRORS.

\WHEN IN DousT, CONSULT THE MANUAL

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS THE AUTHORITATIVE GUIDE. W/HEN ENCOUNTERING A COMPLEX CITATION SCENARIO OR
UNCERTAINTY ABOUT SPECIFIC FORMATTING, CONSULT THE LATEST EDITION OF THE MANUAL. LEGAL CITATION MANUALS THAT
ARE BASED ON CHICAGO STYLE MAY ALSO OFFER SPECIFIC GUIDANCE FOR PATENT CITATIONS IN A LEGAL CONTEXT.

ProVIDE SUFFICIENT DETAIL FOR EASY RETRIEVAL

THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF ANY CITATION IS TO ALLOW THE READER TO EASILY FIND THE SOURCE DOCUMENT. ENSURE THAT YOUR
CITATION PROVIDES ALL THE NECESSARY INFORMATION TO DISTINGUISH THE PATENT FROM ALL OTHERS AND TO LOCATE IT IN A
PATENT DATABASE OR OFFICIAL RECORDS. THIS INCLUDES THE CORRECT PATENT NUMBER, TITLE, AND ISSUE/PUBLICATION DATE.

CoMMoN PITFALLS IN PATENT CITATION

NAVIGATING THE INTRICACIES OF PATENT CITATION CAN LEAD TO COMMON MISTAKES IF NOT APPROACHED WITH CARE.
AW ARENESS OF THESE PITFALLS CAN HELP LEGAL PROFESSIONALS AVOID THEM AND ENSURE THE INTEGRITY OF THEIR CITATIONS.

INCORRECT PATENT NUMBERS

THE MOST FREQUENT ERROR IS A TYPOGRAPHICAL MISTAKE IN THE PATENT NUMBER. EVEN A SINGLE DIGIT OR LETTER ERROR CAN
RENDER THE CITATION INVALID, MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE TO LOCATE THE REFERENCED PATENT. ALWAYS DOUBLE-CHECK THIS
CRITICAL PIECE OF INFORMATION.



MISSTATING THE ISSUANCE OR PUBLICATION DATE

DATES ARE CRUCIAL FOR ESTABLISHING THE TIMELINE OF PATENT RIGHTS AND PRIOR ART. CONFUSING THE FILING DATE,
PUBLICATION DATE, AND ISSUANCE DATE, OR TRANSCRIBING THEM INCORRECTLY, CAN LEAD TO MISINTERPRETATIONS OF PATENT
VALIDITY AND SCOPE.

FAILING TO DISTINGUISH APPLICATIONS FROM ISSUED PATENTS

NOT CLEARLY INDICATING WHETHER A CITATION REFERS TO A PUBLISHED PATENT APPLICATION OR AN ISSUED PATENT CAN
CAUSE SIGNIFICANT CONFUSION REGARDING THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE INVENTION AND THE RIGHTS ASSOCIATED WITH IT.

INCONSISTENT ABBREVIATION OF PATENT OFFICES

USING DIFFERENT ABBREVIATIONS FOR THE SAME PATENT OFFICE OR MISIDENTIFYING THE ISSUING AUTHORITY (E.G., CONFUSING
NATIONAL OFFICES WITH REGIONAL ONES LIKE THE EPO) UNDERMINES THE CLARITY AND PRECISION OF THE CITATION.

IGNORING INTERNATIONAL CITATION STANDARDS

W/HEN CITING FOREIGN PATENTS, FAILING TO ADOPT THE SPECIFIC CONVENTIONS OF THE ORIGINATING COUNTRY OR REGION CAN
LEAD TO AN INACCURATE OR INCOMPLETE CITATION, MAKING RETRIEVAL DIFFICULT FOR THOSE UNFAMILIAR WITH THAT
JURISDICTION/S SYSTEM.

FAQ

QZ WHAT IS THE MOST CRUCIAL ELEMENT WHEN CITING A U.S. PATENT IN CHICAGO
STYLE FOR A LEGAL DOCUMENT?

A: THE MOST CRUCIAL ELEMENT WHEN CITING A U.S. PATENT IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR A LEGAL DOCUMENT IS THE PATENT
NUMBER. THIS UNIQUE IDENTIFIER IS ESSENTIAL FOR ACCURATELY LOCATING THE SPECIFIC PATENT BEING REFERENCED, AND ANY
ERRORS IN THIS NUMBER WILL RENDER THE CITATION INVALID.

QI How Do | DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN A PUBLISHED PATENT APPLICATION AND AN
ISSUED PATENT IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN A PUBLISHED PATENT APPLICATION AND AN ISSUED PATENT, YOU MUST USE SPECIFIC
TERMINOLOGY AND IDENTIFIERS. FOR A PUBLISHED APPLICATION, YOU WOULD TYPICALLY CITE ITS PUBLICATION NUMBER AND
PUBLICATION DATE, AND INDICATE ITS STATUS AS A “PUBLISHED PATENT APPLICATION.” FOR AN ISSUED PATENT, YOU CITE ITS
PATENT NUMBER AND ISSUE DATE, CLEARLY IDENTIFYING IT AS A U.S. PATENT.

Q: ARE THERE SPECIFIC CHICAGO STYLE RULES FOR CITING EUROPEAN PATENTS (EP)?

A: YES, WHEN CITING EUroPEAN PATENTS (EP) IN CHICAGO STYLE, YOU NEED TO INCLUDE THE EP PATENT NUMBER, THE TITLE
OF THE INVENTION, THE GRANT DATE, AND IMPORTANTLY, THE ISSUING AUTHORITY, WHICH IS THE EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE
(EPO). You WOULD ALSO SPECIFY IF IT'S AN APPLICATION PUBLICATION NUMBER AND DATE IF REFERRING TO THE PUBLISHED
APPLICATION.



Q: WHAT INFORMATION IS NECESSARY FOR CITING A PROVISIONAL PATENT
APPLICATION IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: FOR A PROVISIONAL PATENT APPLICATION, WHICH DOES NOT MATURE INTO A GRANTED PATENT ON ITS OWN, THE ESSENTIAL
INFORMATION FOR A CHICAGO STYLE CITATION INCLUDES THE APPLICATION NUMBER AND THE FILING DATE. SINCE PROVISIONAL
APPLICATIONS DO NOT HAVE AN ISSUE DATE OR PATENT NUMBER, THESE ARE THE PRIMARY IDENTIFIERS USED.

Q: How SHOULD | FORMAT THE TITLE OF A PATENT WHEN CITING IT IN CHICAGO
STYLE?

A: WHEN CITING A PATENT IN CHICAGO STYLE, THE TITLE OF THE PATENT SHOULD BE INCLUDED AND ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION
MARKS, MIRRORING ITS APPEARANCE ON THE OFFICIAL PATENT DOCUMENT. FOR EXAMPLE, " APPARATUS FOR MEASURING FLUID
FLow.”

QI IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE SHORTENED CITATIONS FOR PATENTS AFTER THE FIRST
FULL CITATION IN CHICAGO STYLE LEGAL DOCUMENTS?

A: YES, IT IS STANDARD PRACTICE IN CHICAGO STYLE, INCLUDING LEGAL DOCUMENTS, TO USE SHORTENED CITATIONS FOR
PATENTS AFTER THE FIRST FULL CITATION. THIS TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE PATENT NUMBER AND A BRIEF REFERENCE TO THE TITLE
OR INVENTOR. FOR INSTANCE, “U.S. PATENT No. X, XXX, XXX, ‘INveNTION TiTLE."”

QZ \WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A PATENT NUMBER AND A PUBLICATION NUMBER
FOR PATENT DOCUMENTS?

A: A PATENT NUMBER IS ASSIGNED TO AN INVENTION ONCE IT HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY GRANTED AS A PATENT BY THE PATENT
OFFICE. A PUBLICATION NUMBER, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS ASSIGNED WHEN A PATENT APPLICATION IS PUBLISHED, MAKING ITS
CONTENTS PUBLICLY AVAILABLE DURING THE EXAMINATION PROCESS. THESE NUMBERS ARE OFTEN DIFFERENT, AND IT'S CRUCIAL
TO USE THE CORRECT ONE DEPENDING ON WHETHER YOU ARE REFERENCING AN ISSUED PATENT OR A PUBLISHED APPLICATION.
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