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Understanding Chicago Style Legal Citations for Articles

chicago style legal citations for articles, while distinct from many other citation styles, plays a crucial role in
academic and legal writing. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of properly formatting
citations for various types of articles when employing the Chicago Manual of Style’s (CMOS) Notes and
Bibliography system, the preferred method for legal scholarship. Understanding these nuances is
paramount for ensuring clarity, credibility, and adherence to academic standards. We will explore the
fundamental elements of a Chicago-style legal citation for articles, cover specific rules for different article
types such as journal articles, magazine articles, and newspaper articles, and provide practical examples.
Furthermore, we will address common pitfalls and offer tips for achieving accuracy and consistency in
your legal citations.
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Articles

Chicago style legal citations for articles, particularly within the Notes and Bibliography system, require a
precise approach to author identification, title presentation, publication details, and location information. The
primary goal is to provide readers with enough information to easily locate the source being referenced.
Unlike author-date systems, Chicago’s Notes and Bibliography relies on footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work that lists all sources in alphabetical
order. This method is favored in many humanities disciplines and is often adapted for legal scholarship due
to its thoroughness.

For articles, this means meticulously recording author names, the title of the article, the publication it
appeared in, its volume and issue numbers (if applicable), the date of publication, and the specific page
numbers where the information can be found. The structure of the citation can vary slightly depending on
whether it is a footnote or a bibliography entry, but the core components remain consistent. Understanding
these foundational principles is the first step toward mastering Chicago-style legal article citation.

Author and Title Formatting

In Chicago style, the author's name is typically listed with the first name first in footnotes/endnotes.
However, in the bibliography, the author's last name comes first, followed by their first name. This
inversion is a hallmark of Chicago's bibliography format, facilitating alphabetical sorting. Article titles,
whether from journals, magazines, or newspapers, are generally enclosed in quotation marks. This
distinguishes them from the titles of the larger publications in which they appear, which are typically
italicized.

For example, a footnote entry might begin with "John Smith," while a bibliography entry would start
with "Smith, John." Similarly, an article title like "The Future of Legal Tech" would be presented as "The
Future of Legal Tech" in both contexts, within quotation marks.

Publication Details: Volume, Issue, and Date

The specific publication details are crucial for pinpointing an article within a larger publication. For
scholarly journal articles, this includes the journal's title (italicized), the volume number, the issue number
(often preceded by "no."), and the publication date. Magazine and newspaper articles also require publication
details, but the format may differ slightly, focusing more on the publication title and the specific date of
issue.



It is essential to be precise with these details, as minor discrepancies can make it difficult for a reader to
locate the exact source. The inclusion of volume and issue numbers for journals is particularly important for
academic articles, as these are often the primary identifiers for a specific piece of scholarship.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Journal articles are a cornerstone of legal scholarship, and citing them accurately in Chicago style is vital for
academic integrity. The Notes and Bibliography system offers a robust framework for doing so, ensuring
that readers can readily access the research and arguments presented.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for Journal Articles

A typical footnote or endnote citation for a journal article in Chicago style includes the author's full name
(first name first), the title of the article in quotation marks, the name of the journal (italicized), the volume
number, the issue number (preceded by "no."), the publication date (usually in parentheses), and the page
number(s) being cited. Subsequent citations for the same source are usually shortened.

For a first-time citation:

Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Title of Journal vol. X, no. Y (Month Year):
Page(s).

For subsequent citations:

Author Last Name, “Shortened Title,” Page(s).

Bibliography Entry for Journal Articles

The bibliography entry for a journal article follows a similar structure but with key differences in author
presentation and punctuation. The author's last name is listed first, followed by their first name. The article
title remains in quotation marks, and the journal title is italicized. The volume, issue, and publication date
are included, but the page range for the entire article is provided rather than just the specific page cited in
a footnote.



The standard format for a bibliography entry:

Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal vol. X, no. Y (Month Year): Start
Page–End Page.

Specific Considerations for Journal Article Citations

When citing legal journals or law reviews, the format remains consistent with general journal article
citation. However, it’s important to note any specific formatting conventions within the legal academic
community that might supplement Chicago style, though CMOS generally provides a complete
framework. For articles published online without print counterparts, include the DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) if available, or the URL and the date of access.

Citing Magazine Articles in Chicago Style

Magazine articles, while often less formal than journal articles, still require proper citation to acknowledge
their sources. Chicago style provides clear guidelines for incorporating these into your research.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for Magazine Articles

Magazine article citations in footnotes or endnotes are similar to journal articles but often omit volume and
issue numbers, as magazines are typically identified by their publication date. The author's name, article
title in quotation marks, magazine title italicized, and the specific date of publication along with the page
number(s) are essential.

A common footnote format:

Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Magazine Title, Month Day, Year, Page(s).

Bibliography Entry for Magazine Articles

The bibliography entry for a magazine article also places the author's last name first. The article title is in



quotation marks, and the magazine title is italicized, followed by the full date of publication and the page
range of the article. The inclusion of the specific day in the date is important for magazines.

Bibliography format:

Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Magazine Title, Month Day, Year. Page(s).

Distinguishing from Journal Articles

The primary distinction between citing magazine and journal articles lies in the level of detail regarding
publication information. Journals often use volume and issue numbers for precise identification, while
magazines rely more heavily on the specific date of publication. The target audience and scholarly rigor
also differ, influencing the typical length and depth of the content.

Citing Newspaper Articles in Chicago Style

Newspaper articles are also common sources, and Chicago style offers clear instructions for their citation,
ensuring that readers can locate the original reporting.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for Newspaper Articles

Similar to magazine articles, newspaper article citations in footnotes or endnotes require the author's name,
article title in quotation marks, the newspaper's title (italicized), the specific date of publication, and the
page number(s). If the newspaper is not widely known or has a specific section, that might also be included.

A standard footnote:

Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Newspaper Title, Month Day, Year, Page(s).

Bibliography Entry for Newspaper Articles



The bibliography entry for a newspaper article follows the pattern of placing the author's last name first.
The article title is in quotation marks, the newspaper title is italicized, and the full date of publication and
page number(s) are provided. For newspapers published in multiple editions, it may be necessary to specify
the edition.

Bibliography format:

Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Newspaper Title, Month Day, Year. Page(s).

Handling Anonymous Newspaper Articles

If a newspaper article has no byline, the citation begins with the title of the article in quotation marks,
followed by the newspaper title (italicized), date, and page number. The absence of an author requires a
slight adjustment in the citation structure.

Key Elements of Chicago Style Legal Citations for Articles

Mastering Chicago style legal citations for articles hinges on understanding and correctly employing several
key elements. These components work in concert to provide a clear and unambiguous reference for your
readers.

Author Identification

The way an author's name is presented is a crucial distinction between footnote/endnote citations and
bibliography entries. In footnotes, the author is listed by their first name followed by their last name.
Conversely, for bibliography entries, the author's last name precedes their first name. This inversion is
fundamental to Chicago's alphabetical ordering in the bibliography.

Title Presentation

Titles of articles – whether from academic journals, popular magazines, or newspapers – are consistently
enclosed in quotation marks in Chicago style. This is to differentiate them from the titles of the larger
publications in which they appear. The titles of journals, magazines, and newspapers themselves are



generally italicized to indicate they are periodicals or larger works.

Publication Information Accuracy

The accuracy of publication details is paramount. This includes the full title of the publication (italicized),
the volume and issue numbers for journals, the specific date of publication (including month and day for
magazines and newspapers), and the precise page numbers where the cited material can be found. For
online sources, URLs or DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) and access dates are also critical.

Page Numbers and Location

While footnotes and endnotes require the specific page number(s) where the information was found,
bibliography entries typically list the entire page range of the article. This distinction is important for
understanding the scope of the cited material. For online articles without fixed page numbers, clear
indicators of location (e.g., paragraph numbers) might be used, though this is less common for traditional
article citations.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style Legal Article
Citation

Navigating Chicago style legal citations for articles can present unique challenges. Understanding these
common hurdles and their solutions can significantly improve the accuracy and consistency of your work.

Online Articles and Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs)

One of the most frequent challenges involves citing articles published online, especially those found
through databases. If an article has a DOI, it is always preferred over a URL because DOIs are persistent
identifiers that are less likely to break over time. The format for a DOI in a citation is typically presented as
a URL, starting with "https://doi.org/".

For online journal articles with a DOI: Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of
Journal vol. X, no. Y (Month Year): Start Page–End Page. https://doi.org/XXXX



Ambiguous or Missing Publication Dates

Some older articles, or those published in less formally structured publications, might have ambiguous or
missing publication dates. In such cases, Chicago style suggests using the best available information. If a
precise date is unavailable, you might use the year, or a more general date like "n.d." (no date) if absolutely
no date information exists, although this should be a last resort.

Citing Articles with Multiple Authors

When an article has more than two authors, Chicago style has specific rules for how they are listed. For
footnotes, all authors are typically listed. However, in the bibliography, only the first author’s name is
reversed, followed by "et al." This convention helps keep bibliographies concise while still acknowledging
all contributors.

Bibliography entry with more than two authors: Author Last Name, First Name, and Author Two
First Name Last Name, and Author Three First Name Last Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal
vol. X, no. Y (Month Year): Start Page–End Page.

Or, more commonly with three or more authors in the bibliography: Author Last Name, First Name,
et al. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal vol. X, no. Y (Month Year): Start Page–End Page.

Articles Without Author Byline

As mentioned previously, articles that lack an author byline are cited beginning with the title of the
article. This adjustment ensures that the citation remains complete and informative, even in the absence of
authorial attribution. The subsequent elements of the citation remain consistent with the type of
publication.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in Your Citations

Achieving accuracy and consistency in your chicago style legal citations for articles is not just about
following rules; it's about building credibility and demonstrating meticulous research practices. Inconsistent
or inaccurate citations can undermine the authority of your work and frustrate readers trying to verify
your sources.



Referencing the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)

The ultimate authority on Chicago style is the Chicago Manual of Style itself. While online resources and
style guides can offer helpful summaries, consulting the official manual, especially for complex or unusual
cases, is the most reliable way to ensure correctness. Familiarize yourself with the latest edition, as rules
and recommendations can evolve.

Utilizing Citation Management Software

Software designed for managing citations can be an invaluable tool. Programs like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can help you organize your sources, generate bibliographies, and format citations according to
various styles, including Chicago. While these tools require initial setup and careful input of source
information, they can significantly reduce the burden of manual citation and help maintain consistency
throughout a long document.

Proofreading and Double-Checking

Never underestimate the power of thorough proofreading. After drafting your work, dedicate a specific
session to meticulously reviewing every citation. Compare your citations against your sources to catch any
discrepancies in names, titles, dates, or page numbers. Consistency in formatting – such as the use of
commas, periods, and quotation marks – is also essential. Reading your citations aloud can sometimes help
you catch errors you might otherwise miss.

Understanding the Purpose of Citations

Remember that the primary purpose of a citation is to give credit to the original author and to enable your
reader to find the source. Each element of a Chicago-style legal citation for an article serves this purpose. By
understanding why each piece of information is required, you can better ensure that your citations are not
only compliant with the style guide but also truly functional for your readers.

Applying these principles diligently will help you produce scholarly work that is both rigorously
researched and impeccably presented, adhering to the high standards expected in legal writing and
academic discourse.



FAQ

Q: What is the fundamental difference between Chicago style legal
citations for articles and other legal citation styles like the Bluebook?
A: The most significant difference is that Chicago style primarily uses the Notes and Bibliography system,
employing footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a separate bibliography. The Bluebook, the
dominant style for U.S. legal scholarship, uses a highly specific system of citation within the text and often
includes extensive abbreviations and specialized formats for legal sources that are not as prominent in
Chicago style for general articles.

Q: How do I cite a legal journal article in Chicago style if it has no specific
author listed?
A: If a legal journal article lacks an author byline, you begin the citation with the title of the article in
quotation marks. The rest of the citation follows the standard format for journal articles, including the
journal title (italicized), volume, issue, date, and page numbers.

Q: What is the correct way to abbreviate journal titles in Chicago style
legal citations for articles?
A: Unlike some other legal citation styles that rely heavily on abbreviations for journal titles, Chicago style
generally prefers the full title of the journal. Abbreviations are typically only used if the full title is
extremely long and an abbreviation is universally understood within a specific field, but the manual
advises against unnecessary abbreviation.

Q: Can I use a URL for a newspaper article that I found online if there are
no page numbers?
A: Yes, if a newspaper article is accessed online and lacks pagination, providing the URL is essential. In
such cases, you should also include the date of access to indicate when you viewed the article, as online
content can change. The footnote/endnote would typically look like: Author Last Name, First Name. “Title
of Article.” Newspaper Title, Month Day, Year. URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

Q: How do I cite an article that has been published in both print and



online versions in Chicago style?
A: When an article is available in both print and online formats, Chicago style generally prioritizes the
print version if it is considered the definitive publication. However, if the online version offers advantages
like better accessibility or includes additional content, you may cite the online version. If citing the online
version, always include the DOI if available; otherwise, provide the URL and access date.

Q: What is the convention for citing articles with more than two authors
in the Chicago style bibliography?
A: In the Chicago style bibliography, when an article has three or more authors, you list the first author's
name (last name, first name) followed by "et al." and then proceed with the rest of the citation. For
footnotes, all authors are typically listed.

Q: How does Chicago style handle citations to articles published in law
reviews compared to general academic journals?
A: The fundamental principles for citing law review articles in Chicago style are the same as for other
academic journal articles. The key elements – author, article title (in quotes), law review title (italicized),
volume, issue, date, and page numbers – remain consistent. The distinction lies more in the subject matter
and specialized terminology of legal scholarship rather than a different citation format within CMOS.

Q: Is it necessary to include the city of publication for newspapers and
magazines in Chicago style?
A: For well-known national or international newspapers and magazines, the city of publication is generally
not required in Chicago style citations, as the publication title is usually sufficient for identification.
However, for local or regional publications, including the city of publication might be helpful for clarity.
The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance on when this might be necessary.
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