chicago style legal citations examples

chicago style legal citations examples are crucial for anyone involved in legal writing, research, or
academic pursuits within the legal field. Understanding how to properly cite legal authorities
ensures credibility, allows readers to locate sources, and adheres to established scholarly
conventions. This article will delve into the intricacies of Chicago-style legal citations, providing
clear examples for various source types, from case law and statutes to secondary sources like law
review articles and books. We will explore the fundamental differences between textual footnotes
and bibliographical entries, and outline the essential components of each citation. By mastering
these examples, you can enhance the professionalism and clarity of your legal documents and
academic papers.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style Legal
Citation System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive guide for writing, citing, and
formatting. While it offers a general citation system, the legal profession has specific needs that
often lead to the adoption of specialized legal citation styles. However, for many academic contexts
or when specific legal journals do not mandate a distinct style, the principles of CMOS can be
adapted. It's important to note that when strict legal scholarship is involved, practitioners often turn
to resources like The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation, which is the de facto standard in US
legal academia. Nevertheless, understanding Chicago style's approach to legal materials provides a
valuable foundation and is often sufficient for non-specialized legal writing. This article will focus on
providing practical, real-world chicago style legal citations examples that reflect how CMOS
principles can be applied to legal sources.

The foundational difference between general CMOS citations and legal citations lies in the level of
detail and specific formatting required for legal documents. Legal citations need to be precise
enough for a reader to instantly locate the exact page or section of a primary legal authority like a
court opinion or a statute. This often involves case names, volume and reporter numbers, court and
year of decision, and pinpoint citations. For secondary sources, the format generally aligns more



closely with standard CMOS book or article citations, but may include specific legal indexing terms.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Legal Citations

At its heart, Chicago style legal citations, much like the broader CMOS, prioritizes clarity,
consistency, and the reader's ability to find the cited material. There are two primary citation
formats within the Chicago system: the author-date system and the notes and bibliography system.
For legal writing, especially in academic settings outside of pure legal journals, the notes and
bibliography system, particularly with footnotes, is more commonly adopted. This system uses
numbered footnotes within the text to cite sources, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of
the work.

Key principles to remember include the importance of pinpoint citations, which direct the reader to
the exact location within a source. This is critical for legal documents where a specific argument
might be found on a particular page or paragraph. The use of abbreviations, particularly for court
names and reporters, is also a common feature, though these should be clearly understandable or
defined. Consistency in applying the chosen format is paramount, ensuring that all citations follow
the same structure throughout the document.

Citing Primary Legal Sources with Chicago Style

Primary legal sources are the bedrock of legal research and argument. They include cases decided
by courts, statutes enacted by legislatures, and constitutions. Properly citing these sources is
essential for any legal document. While The Bluebook has highly specific rules for these, Chicago
style legal citations examples, when adapted, will focus on providing the necessary identifying
information.

Case Law Citations

When citing a court case, the goal is to identify the case name, the volume and name of the reporter
where the case is published, the page number where the case begins, and the court and year of the
decision. For pinpoint citations, the specific page number is used.

Basic Format (Footnote): Case Name, Volume Reporter Abbreviation Page (Court Year).
Example: Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (1966).
Pinpoint Citation Example: Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436, 444 (1966).

Here, Miranda v. Arizona is the case name (italicized). 384 is the volume number of the United
States Reports (U.S.). 436 is the starting page of the case. (1966) indicates the year the decision was
rendered. The pinpoint citation directs the reader to page 444 of the same volume.



Statutory Citations

Citing statutes involves identifying the codified law and the specific section being referenced. The
format typically includes the title, the abbreviation for the United States Code or the relevant state
code, and the section number.

Basic Format (Footnote): Title U.S.C. § Section (Year enacted or last amended).
Example: 18 U.S.C. § 1001 (2018).
Pinpoint Citation Example: 18 U.S.C. § 1001(a)(1) (2018).

In this example, "18 U.S.C." refers to Title 18 of the United States Code. "§ 1001" is the specific
section number. "(2018)" indicates the year of the code in which this section is found, often
representing the most recent compilation or amendment. The pinpoint citation refers to a specific
subsection.

Constitutions

Citing constitutional provisions requires identifying the constitution and the specific article and
section.

Basic Format (Footnote): U.S. Const. art. I, § 8.
Example: U.S. Const. art. I, § 8.
Pinpoint Citation Example: U.S. Const. amend. XIV, § 1.

Here, "U.S. Const." signifies the United States Constitution. "art. I, § 8" refers to Article I, Section 8.
For amendments, "amend. XIV, § 1" refers to the Fourteenth Amendment, Section 1.

Citing Secondary Legal Sources in Chicago Style

Secondary legal sources, such as law review articles, books, and treatises, are crucial for
understanding legal principles and arguments. Their citation in Chicago style generally follows the
standard CMOS guidelines for articles and books, with specific attention to legal content.

Law Review Articles

Law review articles are a vital source for in-depth legal analysis. When citing them, you need to
provide the author's name, the title of the article, the journal name, volume number, the page on
which the article begins, and the year of publication.

Basic Format (Footnote): Author First Name Last Name, Title of Article, Journal Name Volume
(Year) (Page).

Example: Richard H. Fallon Jr., The Core of an Uneasy Case for Judicial Review, 121 Harv. L. Rev.
1693 (2008).

Pinpoint Citation Example: Richard H. Fallon Jr., The Core of an Uneasy Case for Judicial Review,



121 Harv. L. Rev. 1693, 1705 (2008).

The Harvard Law Review is abbreviated here as Harv. L. Rev. The pinpoint citation directs the
reader to page 1705.

Books

Citing legal books follows the standard CMOS book citation format. Essential elements include the
author's name, the title of the book, the publication information (city, publisher, year), and the
specific page number cited.

Basic Format (Footnote): Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Publication City: Publisher,
Year), Page.

Example: Erwin Chemerinsky, Constitutional Law: Principles and Policies (3rd ed. New York: Aspen
Publishers, 2009), 55.

Pinpoint Citation Example: Erwin Chemerinsky, Constitutional Law: Principles and Policies (3rd
ed. New York: Aspen Publishers, 2009), 62-63.

Note the inclusion of the edition (3rd ed.) if applicable. The pinpoint citation references pages
62-63.

Other Secondary Sources

This category can include encyclopedias, restatements of law, and legal treatises. The specific
format will vary, but the principle of providing enough information for the reader to locate the
source remains. For instance, citing a Restatement would include the specific section and its official
publication details.

Example for a Restatement of Law: Restatement (Second) of Torts § 402A (Am. Law Inst. 1965).

Footnotes vs. Bibliographical Entries in Chicago Style

Chicago style legal citations employ two main forms: footnotes and bibliographical entries.
Footnotes are used for immediate citation within the text, providing a numbered reference that
corresponds to a note at the bottom of the page or at the end of the document. Bibliographical
entries appear in a separate section at the end of the work, listing all sources consulted and cited,
typically in alphabetical order by author's last name.

Footnotes

Footnotes provide the first citation to a source and subsequent shorter citations for repeated
references. The first footnote for a source will typically contain full bibliographic information, while
subsequent footnotes can be shortened.



First Footnote Example: 1. Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436, 444 (1966).
Subsequent Footnote Example: 2. Id. at 445. (Using "Id." for the immediately preceding citation).
Shortened Footnote Example: 3. Miranda, 384 U.S. at 446.

Bibliographical Entries

The bibliography provides a comprehensive list of all sources cited in the footnotes. It's designed for
readers who want to consult the original sources. The format in the bibliography is generally more
formal and complete than shortened footnotes, but can be less detailed than the first footnote in
some applications.

Bibliography Example for a Case: Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (1966).
Bibliography Example for a Book: Chemerinsky, Erwin. Constitutional Law: Principles and
Policies. 3rd ed. New York: Aspen Publishers, 2009.

The bibliography aims for a standardized, alphabetical presentation of all cited works.

Common Chicago Style Legal Citation Pitfalls and How
to Avoid Them

Navigating legal citation can be complex, and several common errors can arise when using Chicago
style for legal materials. Awareness of these pitfalls can significantly improve the accuracy and
professionalism of your work.

¢ Inconsistent Formatting: Failing to apply the citation style consistently across all sources is
a frequent mistake. Ensure every citation for a case, statute, or article follows the same
structure.

e Incorrect Punctuation: Pay close attention to commas, periods, and parentheses. For
instance, the placement of the year in case citations can vary depending on the source.

e Missing Essential Information: Overlooking crucial details like the court, reporter, or
pinpoint page number can render a citation unhelpful. Always double-check that all necessary
components are present.

e Over-reliance on Abbreviations: While abbreviations are common in legal citation, using
non-standard or unclear abbreviations can confuse readers. Stick to widely recognized
abbreviations or define them.

¢ Confusing Footnotes and Bibliography: Ensure that your footnotes provide the necessary
immediate citation and that your bibliography offers a complete, alphabetized list of all cited
works.



To avoid these issues, it is highly recommended to consult a style guide or a dedicated legal citation
manual. Many institutions and journals provide their own specific adaptation of Chicago style for
legal content.

Advanced Chicago Style Legal Citation Considerations

Beyond the fundamental examples, Chicago style legal citations can involve more nuanced scenarios.
These can include citing unpublished cases, foreign legal materials, or specific types of government
documents. For unpublished cases, you might cite the case name, court, date, and the archival or
online source where it can be found. Foreign legal materials would require specific formats
depending on the jurisdiction.

The use of "supra" and "infra" is generally discouraged in favor of full or shortened citations for
clarity. When a source is cited multiple times, using "Id." for the immediately preceding citation is
standard. If a source has been cited previously but not immediately, a shortened citation is preferred
over "supra."

Conclusion: Mastering Chicago Style Legal Citations

Developing proficiency in chicago style legal citations examples is an ongoing process that requires
attention to detail and consistent practice. By understanding the core principles, familiarizing
yourself with the specific formats for primary and secondary legal sources, and differentiating
between footnotes and bibliographical entries, you can produce clear, credible, and authoritative
legal documents. Remember that the ultimate goal of any citation system is to enable your readers
to easily verify your sources and engage with your arguments. Diligent application of these
guidelines will undoubtedly enhance the quality of your legal writing.

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago style
footnote and a Bluebook citation?

A: The primary difference lies in their purpose and the level of specificity. Chicago style footnotes,
when adapted for legal use, are part of a notes and bibliography system and aim for clarity and
reader accessibility. The Bluebook is a highly specialized legal citation system with incredibly
detailed rules for every conceivable legal source, prioritizing extreme precision and often using a
different structure and set of abbreviations than general Chicago style.

Q: Can I use abbreviated case names in Chicago style
footnotes?

A: Generally, for the first full citation of a case in a footnote, the full case name is preferred for
clarity. Subsequent citations can be shortened, often using the primary party name (e.g., Miranda)
followed by the reporter and page number. The Bluebook has very specific rules on shortening case
names.



Q: How do I cite a legal encyclopedia like Am Jur 2d or C.].S.
in Chicago style?

A: For legal encyclopedias, you would typically cite the title of the article, the encyclopedia
abbreviation (e.g., Am. Jur. 2d), and the relevant section number. For example: 74 Am. Jur. 2d
Treaties § 1 (2023). The format may vary slightly depending on whether it's a footnote or
bibliography entry.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a legal blog post using
Chicago style?

A: For a legal blog post, you would treat it similarly to a general blog post or web page in Chicago
style. This would include the author's name (if available), the title of the post, the name of the blog,
the publication date, and the URL. For example: Jane Doe, "Recent Developments in Contract Law,"
Law Blog Today, May 15, 2023, https://www.lawblogtoday.com/recentdevelopments.

Q: Should I use italics for case names in Chicago style legal
citations?

A: Yes, italicizing case names is a standard practice in Chicago style legal citations, both in footnotes
and in the bibliography, to distinguish them from other textual elements. This convention helps
readers quickly identify legal authorities.

Q: How does Chicago style handle the citation of statutes
enacted in different years?

A: When citing statutes, Chicago style typically includes the title, code abbreviation, section number,
and the year of the code in which the statute appears. If you are referring to a specific amendment,
you might note that. For example, a statute might be cited as 15 U.S.C. § 1 (2020) or, if referencing
a particular amendment's enactment year, it could be noted differently if the context requires it.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in Chicago style
legal citations?

A: The bibliography serves as a comprehensive list of all sources that have been cited within the text
through footnotes. It is alphabetized by author's last name and allows readers to easily locate and
consult the original sources referenced in the document, thereby enhancing the credibility and
verifiability of the work.
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