
chicago style legal book citations
chicago style legal book citations are a fundamental aspect of academic and professional writing
within the legal field, ensuring clarity, credibility, and proper attribution of sources. This guide
provides a comprehensive deep dive into the intricacies of citing legal books according to The
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), particularly focusing on its application in legal scholarship. We
will explore the distinct requirements for footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies, covering various
book formats and common scenarios. Understanding these citation principles is crucial for law
students, legal practitioners, and academics to avoid plagiarism and to contribute to the robust
discourse of legal knowledge. Navigating the specific rules can seem daunting, but with a clear
framework, precise execution becomes manageable, enhancing the overall quality and scholarly
rigor of your work.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Legal Books
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers a widely respected system for academic citation, and its
application to legal materials requires specific adaptations. While CMOS provides a foundational
structure, the legal profession often relies on specific interpretations and additions to accommodate
the unique nature of legal sources, such as statutes, cases, and secondary legal literature. When
dealing with legal books, the primary goal is to provide enough information for a reader to locate the
exact source material efficiently. This involves not just author and title, but also publication details
and, crucially for legal texts, specific page numbers or sections for pinpoint citations.

It is important to distinguish between the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system
within Chicago Style. For legal scholarship, the notes-bibliography system, which uses footnotes or
endnotes for citations and a bibliography at the end of the work, is overwhelmingly the preferred
method. This system is particularly well-suited to the detailed referencing required in legal
arguments and analysis, allowing for immediate substantiation of claims without interrupting the
flow of the main text.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Core of Chicago Style
Legal Citations
In Chicago Style, footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) and endnotes (appearing at the
end of the chapter or document) serve the same purpose: to provide the full citation information for
a source at the first mention. Subsequent citations to the same source are typically shortened for
brevity. For legal books, the initial note must be comprehensive, enabling precise identification of
the cited material.



First Footnote/Endnote Citation for a Legal Book
The initial citation in a footnote or endnote for a legal book is the most detailed. It must include the
author's full name, the full title of the book (italicized), and the publication information, followed by
the specific page number(s) referenced. For legal books, clarity and completeness are paramount to
ensure that any reader, regardless of their familiarity with the specific text, can accurately locate
the information.

A typical first footnote/endnote citation for a legal book follows this structure:

Author’s First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year of
Publication), page number(s).

For example:
Charles Alan Wright, Arthur R. Miller, and Mary Kay Kane, Federal Practice and Procedure: Civil
(St. Paul, MN: West Publishing Co., 1969), § 2314.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citations
After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are abbreviated. This prevents
redundancy and improves readability. The shortened form typically includes the author's last name,
a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author),
and the page number.

The structure for subsequent notes is generally:

Author’s Last Name, Shortened Title, page number(s).

For instance:
Wright et al., Federal Practice and Procedure, § 2317.

If the author has only one work cited, or if the shortened title is unambiguous, further abbreviation
is possible, such as just the author's last name and page number, or even "ibid." (meaning "in the
same place") for consecutive citations to the identical source and page.

Citing Editions and Translators
When citing a specific edition of a legal book, that information must be included. Similarly, if the
book is a translation, the translator's name should be noted. These details are important for ensuring
that the reader is referencing the correct version of the text, which can be critical in legal
scholarship where subtle differences between editions or original and translated versions can have
significant implications.

The structure for citing different editions or translations typically looks like this:

Author’s First Name Last Name, Title of Book, edition (City of Publication: Publisher Name,
Year of Publication), page number(s).

Author’s First Name Last Name, Title of Book, trans. Translator’s First Name Last Name (City



of Publication: Publisher Name, Year of Publication), page number(s).

Key Elements of a Legal Book Citation in Chicago Style
A robust Chicago style legal book citation is built upon several essential components. Each element
plays a role in accurately identifying and locating the source material, thereby upholding scholarly
integrity and facilitating research for the reader. Precision in these elements is not merely a stylistic
preference; it is a functional necessity in the legal field.

Author(s)
The author’s name should be presented as it appears on the title page. For the initial footnote or
endnote, the full name is used, with the first name preceding the last name. In the bibliography, the
author’s last name precedes their first name. If a book has multiple authors, all should be listed in
the initial footnote/endnote. For the bibliography, the first author is listed in reverse order, and
subsequent authors are listed in normal order, or an ellipsis may be used for a large number of
authors, depending on the specific edition of CMOS being followed.

Title of the Book
The title of the book is always italicized in Chicago Style. This applies to both footnotes/endnotes
and the bibliography. Subtitles are included and are capitalized according to standard title
capitalization rules. Correctly italicizing the title is a key visual cue that distinguishes it from other
elements of the citation.

Publication Information
This includes the place of publication (city), the publisher’s name, and the year of publication. These
details help readers identify the specific edition and publication run of the book. If multiple cities are
listed, typically the first one is used. If no place of publication is given, the abbreviation "n.p." (no
place) is used. Similarly, "n.d." (no date) is used if the publication year is unknown. The publisher's
name is generally shortened (e.g., "Harvard University Press" becomes "Harvard Univ. Press").

Page Numbers
Pinpoint citation is critical in legal writing. The specific page number(s) where the cited material
appears must be included in the footnote or endnote. For citing sections of a book that are not
paginated sequentially (like codes or treatises with numbered sections), the section number (often
indicated by §) is used. Page ranges are indicated by a hyphen.



Variations and Special Cases in Legal Book Citation
Legal scholarship often involves citing works that don't fit the standard author-title-publisher format.
Chicago Style, while adaptable, has specific guidelines for these instances to maintain consistency
and clarity.

Books with Editors Instead of Authors
When a book has an editor or editors rather than an author, the citation format changes slightly. The
editor(s) are identified, followed by "ed." or "eds." The title and publication information follow. This
ensures that the primary responsible party for the collection is properly acknowledged.

The format for a book edited is:

Editor’s First Name Last Name, ed., Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year of
Publication), page number(s).

Volumes and Chapters
If a legal book is part of a multi-volume set, or if you are citing a specific chapter within a larger
work authored by someone other than the chapter author, these details must be included. For multi-
volume works, the volume number is typically indicated. For citing a chapter, the chapter author and
title might be included, along with the editor of the larger work and the overall book title.

Example for a volume:

Author’s First Name Last Name, Title of Book, vol. 3 (City of Publication: Publisher Name,
Year of Publication), page number(s).

Online Legal Books
With the increasing prevalence of digital resources, citing legal books accessed online requires
specific attention. CMOS provides guidelines for citing electronic sources, which typically include
the URL and a date of access if the content is likely to change. However, for stable, professionally
published online legal books (like those on Westlaw or LexisNexis), the format may closely resemble
the print citation, with the addition of database information and potentially a URL.

A general format for online legal books might be:

Author’s First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year of
Publication), page number(s), URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

It is crucial to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or specialized legal citation
guides for the most current and precise rules regarding online legal materials.



The Bibliography: A Comprehensive List of Sources
The bibliography, placed at the end of a book or article, provides a complete alphabetical list of all
the sources consulted and cited in the text. Unlike footnotes, the bibliography entries are not
numbered and are organized alphabetically by the author's last name. The purpose of the
bibliography is to give readers a complete overview of the research and to provide them with a tool
for further investigation.

Entries in the bibliography for legal books follow a similar structure to the initial footnote citation
but with some key differences. The author's last name comes first, followed by their first name. The
publication year is often placed in parentheses immediately after the author's name, and the title of
the book is italicized. Publisher and place of publication follow.

The typical format for a book in the bibliography is:

Author’s Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year of
Publication.

For example:
Wright, Charles Alan, Arthur R. Miller, and Mary Kay Kane. Federal Practice and Procedure: Civil.
St. Paul, MN: West Publishing Co., 1969.

The bibliography should be meticulously prepared, ensuring that every source cited in the notes is
present and that the formatting is consistent throughout. This section is a testament to the
thoroughness of the research and the author’s commitment to academic integrity.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style Legal
Book Citations

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a legal book
in a footnote and in a bibliography using Chicago Style?
A: The primary difference lies in the order of the author's name and the presentation of the year. In
footnotes, the author's first name comes first, and the year is usually placed at the end of the
publication details. In the bibliography, the author's last name comes first, and the year of
publication is often placed in parentheses immediately after the author's name. Footnotes also
include specific page numbers, while bibliography entries are more general.

Q: How do I cite a legal book with no author?
A: If a legal book has no identifiable author, the citation begins with the title of the book. The title is
then followed by the publication information, just as it would be if there were an author. In the
bibliography, the title would be alphabetized as if it were an author's last name.



Q: What is the correct way to cite a legal treatise in Chicago
Style footnotes?
A: Citing a legal treatise in Chicago Style footnotes typically involves the author(s), the italicized title
of the treatise, the publication information (city, publisher, year), and crucially, the specific section
number (using the § symbol) or page number being referenced. For example: John Grisham, The
Firm (New York: Doubleday, 1991), § 1.2.

Q: How should I format a citation for a legal book that has
multiple editions?
A: When citing a legal book with multiple editions, you must specify the edition number. The edition
information is typically placed after the title and before the publication details. For example: Jane
Doe, Introduction to Legal Reasoning, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Q: What if the legal book I am citing is available online? How
do I include that information in Chicago Style?
A: For online legal books, you generally follow the print citation format and then add the URL and, if
the content is subject to change, the date of access. If citing from a subscription database like
Westlaw or LexisNexis, you might include database information and a direct link if available and
stable, or the standard citation format for that database. Always consult the latest CMOS for specific
guidance on digital sources.

Q: Can I use "ibid." when citing legal books in Chicago Style?
A: Yes, "ibid." can be used in Chicago Style footnotes or endnotes when a citation immediately
follows another citation to the exact same source and page. If the page number changes, you would
use "ibid." followed by the new page number. However, its use should be judicious to maintain
clarity.

Q: What is the rule for abbreviating publisher names in
Chicago Style legal citations?
A: Publisher names are generally abbreviated in Chicago Style. For example, "University Press"
becomes "Univ. Press," and "Company" becomes "Co." The specific abbreviations can often be found
in The Chicago Manual of Style itself or by referencing common academic practices. For legal
publishers, standard abbreviations are often used.
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