
chicago style journal citation format
The chicago style journal citation format is a crucial element for academic and scholarly writing,
providing a standardized method for acknowledging sources. This comprehensive guide will delve
deep into the intricacies of citing journal articles within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), covering
both the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Understanding these citation styles
ensures academic integrity, allows readers to locate original sources, and demonstrates a
commitment to rigorous research. We will explore the essential components of a journal citation, the
nuances of in-text citations and full bibliographic entries, and common challenges encountered when
formatting these important references. Mastering the chicago style journal citation format is an
indispensable skill for any serious writer.
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Understanding the Chicago Style: An Overview
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems for academic work: the
Notes-Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date (AD) system. The NB system, often favored in
humanities disciplines like literature, history, and art history, uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations and a bibliography at the end of the work. The AD system, more common in social sciences
and natural sciences, uses parenthetical author-date citations within the text and a reference list at
the end. Both systems aim for clarity and consistency in how sources are attributed, with the chicago
style journal citation format being a key component of each. Regardless of the system chosen,
meticulous attention to detail is paramount for effective scholarly communication.

The choice between the NB and AD systems often depends on the specific requirements of a
publisher, a journal, or an academic department. While the fundamental principles of source



attribution remain the same, the presentation of these details differs significantly. This article will
break down the specifics of citing journal articles within both systems, equipping you with the
knowledge to navigate these essential formatting requirements confidently.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Journal Citations
The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by its use of superscript numbers within the text that
correspond to detailed footnotes or endnotes. These notes provide immediate access to source
information, allowing readers to consult the original material without disrupting the flow of the main
text. Following the notes, a comprehensive bibliography lists all sources cited, typically alphabetized
by author's last name.

In-Text Footnotes and Endnotes
When citing a journal article using the Notes-Bibliography system, the first citation of a source in a
note requires a more complete citation than subsequent citations. The essential elements are
generally author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, date, and page number(s) where the
information is found. Subsequent notes referring to the same source can be shortened, often using
just the author's last name and the page number, provided there is no ambiguity.

A typical first note for a journal article would appear as follows:

Author's First Name Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date):
Page Number(s).

For example:

Jane Doe, "The Impact of Digital Media on Modern Discourse," Journal of Communication Studies
45, no. 2 (Spring 2023): 112.

Subsequent notes might appear as:

Doe, "Digital Media," 115.

Full Bibliographic Entries for Journals
The bibliography, appearing at the end of the document, provides a consolidated list of all sources
consulted and cited. For journal articles, the bibliography entry includes the same core information as
the first note, but with a slight difference in punctuation and order, particularly the author's last name
appearing first for alphabetization. The author's name is reversed (Last Name, First Name), the article
title is in quotation marks, and the journal title is italicized. The publication date is enclosed in
parentheses.

The standard format for a journal article in the bibliography is:



Author's Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Publication
Date): Page Numbers.

Using the previous example:

Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Digital Media on Modern Discourse." Journal of Communication
Studies 45, no. 2 (Spring 2023): 110-125.

If the article is from an online journal and a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is available, it should be
included. If no DOI is available but the article was accessed online, a URL and the date of access
should be provided.

The Author-Date System for Journal Citations
The Author-Date system prioritizes brevity within the text, using parenthetical citations that include
the author's last name and the year of publication. This system is often preferred for its efficiency in
works where frequent citations are necessary, such as scientific papers. A full reference list, organized
alphabetically by author's last name, appears at the end of the work, providing complete source
details.

In-Text Citations
In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are placed within the body of the text, typically at the end
of a sentence or clause that contains the cited information. The basic format includes the author's last
name and the year of publication, enclosed in parentheses. If a direct quotation is used, the page
number(s) must also be included.

Example of a parenthetical citation:

(Doe 2023)

Example with a direct quotation:

(Doe 2023, 112)

If the author's name is part of the narrative, only the year needs to be in parentheses:

Doe (2023) argues that...

Full Reference List Entries for Journals
The reference list in the Author-Date system is similar to the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography



system but omits the publication date from the initial parenthetical citation in the text. The core
elements of the journal article citation remain consistent: author's name (reversed), article title,
journal title, volume, issue, publication date, and page numbers, often including a DOI or URL. The
reference list is strictly alphabetical.

The format for a journal article in the reference list is:

Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Publication
Date): Page Numbers.

Using the example again:

Doe, Jane. 2023. "The Impact of Digital Media on Modern Discourse." Journal of Communication
Studies 45, no. 2 (Spring): 110-125.

For online journal articles with a DOI, it's standard practice to include it as a hyperlink. If no DOI is
available, a URL and access date might be provided.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Journal Citation
Regardless of whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, certain core
pieces of information are essential for a complete and accurate chicago style journal citation format.
These elements work together to uniquely identify and locate the source for your readers.

Author(s)
The author's name(s) is the primary identifier. In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first author's
name is reversed in the bibliography (Last Name, First Name), while in notes, it's typically First Name
Last Name. In the Author-Date system, the author's name is always reversed in the reference list.
Multiple authors are handled with specific rules depending on the number of authors involved.

Article Title
The title of the individual article is enclosed in quotation marks in both systems. It should be
presented exactly as it appears in the journal, including any capitalization or punctuation.

Journal Title
The name of the journal in which the article was published is italicized. This helps distinguish it from
the article title and other elements of the citation.



Volume and Issue Numbers
The volume number indicates the overall publication series of the journal, while the issue number
specifies a particular publication within that volume. These are crucial for locating the exact
publication. They are typically presented as "Volume, no. Issue" (e.g., 45, no. 2).

Publication Date
The date of publication is important for contextualizing the information. This can include the season
(e.g., Spring), month, or full date, depending on the journal's publication schedule. In the NB system,
it appears in parentheses in notes and the bibliography. In the AD system, the year is typically
presented first in the reference list, and the full publication date (if more specific) might follow.

Page Numbers
The specific page numbers where the cited information appears are essential for direct access. For a
full citation, a range of pages is provided (e.g., 110-125). For in-text citations of direct quotes, a single
page number is used.

DOI or URL
A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent, unique identifier for digital objects. If an article has a
DOI, it is the preferred method of identification for online sources. If no DOI is available, a URL may be
used, along with the date the article was accessed, especially for articles found on websites that
might change or disappear.

Common Scenarios and Special Cases
While the basic rules for chicago style journal citation format are straightforward, several common
scenarios require specific attention to ensure accuracy and adherence to CMOS guidelines.

Citing a Journal Article with Multiple Authors
For the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note lists all authors' names. Subsequent notes and the
bibliography list the first author followed by "et al." if there are more than two authors. For the
Author-Date system, the reference list typically lists up to ten authors. If there are more than ten, the
first seven authors are listed, followed by "et al."

Citing an Article from an Online Journal
When citing an article accessed online, prioritize the DOI if available. If no DOI exists, provide the URL.
For articles found in databases that do not assign DOIs, it is often sufficient to cite the journal title,
volume, issue, and date, as the database itself is considered a stable retrieval system. However,



always check specific publisher or journal guidelines.

Citing a Retracted Article
If you are citing an article that has been retracted, it is crucial to indicate this in your citation. CMOS
recommends including a note or statement indicating the retraction and the reason, if known.

Citing a Translated Article
For translated articles, include the original author's name, the translated title, and then indicate the
translator and the original publication details. For example, in the NB system, you might cite the
original work in a note and then the translation. In the AD system, the translated work is cited, with
details about the translator and original publication provided.

Tips for Accurate Chicago Style Journal Citation
Ensuring accuracy in your chicago style journal citation format requires diligence and attention to
detail. One of the most effective strategies is to use citation management software, which can help
automate the formatting process and reduce errors. However, it is crucial to understand the
underlying principles of the style guide to properly configure and verify the software's output.

Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-date
guidelines.

Pay close attention to punctuation, especially commas, periods, and quotation marks.

Verify all details of your citations against the original source.

Be consistent in your choice of either the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system throughout
your document.

If you are unsure about a specific citation scenario, refer to the CMOS manual or seek guidance
from your instructor or editor.

Developing a habit of creating accurate citations from the outset of your research process will save
considerable time and effort during the writing and revision stages. It's far easier to cite a source
correctly as you encounter it than to reconstruct the necessary information later.

Conclusion
Mastering the chicago style journal citation format is an integral part of producing credible and well-
researched academic work. Whether employing the Notes-Bibliography system or the Author-Date
system, understanding the required components, their placement, and punctuation is key. By



diligently applying these guidelines, writers can ensure their sources are properly acknowledged, their
arguments are supported by verifiable evidence, and their readers can easily navigate the academic
landscape to further explore the cited material. The effort invested in accurate citation is a testament
to scholarly integrity and contributes to the broader academic conversation.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style for
journal citations?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The Notes-Bibliography system
uses footnotes or endnotes with corresponding numbers in the text, while the Author-Date system
uses parenthetical citations containing the author's last name and the year of publication. Both
systems conclude with a comprehensive list of sources at the end of the work, either a bibliography or
a reference list, respectively.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with more than two authors
in the Chicago Notes-Bibliography system?
A: In the first footnote or endnote, you should list all authors' full names. However, in subsequent
notes and in the bibliography, if there are three or more authors, you list only the first author's name
followed by "et al."

Q: When citing an online journal article, should I always
include a URL?
A: You should include a DOI if one is available, as it is a persistent and reliable identifier. If no DOI is
available, then you should provide a URL. It is also good practice to include the date of access for
online sources, as web content can change.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important in journal citations?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique and persistent string of characters used to identify a
digital object, such as an online journal article. It is important because it ensures that the article can
be located even if the URL changes, making your citations more stable and reliable.

Q: How do I format the article title and the journal title in a
Chicago style journal citation?
A: In Chicago style, the title of the article is enclosed in quotation marks. The title of the journal in
which the article appears is italicized. This distinction helps readers differentiate between the article
itself and the publication it is part of.



Q: What page numbers should I include when citing a journal
article?
A: When providing a full citation in a footnote, endnote, or reference list entry, you should include the
full range of pages on which the article appears (e.g., 110-125). If you are quoting directly from the
article in your text, your in-text citation should include the specific page number where the quote can
be found.

Q: Is there a difference in how the author's name is presented
in notes versus the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography
system?
A: Yes, there is a subtle difference. In footnotes and endnotes, the author's name is typically
presented in the standard order: First Name Last Name. In the bibliography, the author's name is
reversed for alphabetization: Last Name, First Name.
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