
chicago style indirect reference
guidelines
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides comprehensive guidance on how to
properly cite sources, and understanding its indirect reference guidelines is
crucial for academic and professional writing. These guidelines ensure
academic integrity, allowing readers to trace information back to its
original source, whether it's a direct quote, a paraphrase, or a summary.
Mastering Chicago style indirect reference requirements not only prevents
plagiarism but also enhances the credibility and authority of your work. This
article will delve into the nuances of Chicago style indirect reference,
covering essential elements like author-date and notes-bibliography systems,
in-text citations, and the bibliography, providing clear examples and best
practices.
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Understanding Chicago Style Indirect References

Chicago style indirect reference guidelines are designed to acknowledge the
ideas, information, and arguments of others without directly quoting them.
This includes paraphrasing, summarizing, and synthesizing material from
various sources. The fundamental principle remains the same: if the
information is not common knowledge or your own original thought, it must be
attributed. Chicago style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. Both systems require careful
attention to detail to ensure accurate and consistent referencing. The choice
between these systems often depends on the academic discipline or publisher’s
preference.

Indirect references, often referred to as paraphrases or summaries, are
statements that rephrase or condense information from a source in your own
words. Unlike direct quotes, which are verbatim reproductions of source
material, indirect references require you to demonstrate your understanding
of the original text by integrating its ideas into your own narrative.
Nevertheless, the intellectual property of the original author must be
respected, necessitating a clear citation. The CMOS provides detailed



instructions for both in-text and end-of-text citations for these types of
references.

Accurate Chicago style indirect referencing is not merely a technical
requirement; it is an ethical imperative. It shields writers from accusations
of plagiarism and builds trust with their audience. By adhering to the
established conventions, writers demonstrate respect for intellectual
property and contribute to the scholarly conversation in a responsible
manner. This article will explore these conventions in depth.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Indirect
References

The notes-bibliography system, often favored in the humanities, uses
superscript Arabic numerals within the text to refer to endnotes or
footnotes. For indirect references, a note is created that includes the
author’s name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number(s) from
which the paraphrased or summarized information was drawn. The first time a
source is cited, the note will be more complete, often including the full
publication details. Subsequent notes for the same source can be shortened.

First Note for an Indirect Reference

When citing a source for the first time using the notes-bibliography system,
the note should provide sufficient information for the reader to locate the
source. For an indirect reference, this includes the author’s full name, the
title of the work (italicized), and the specific page number(s) relevant to
the paraphrased or summarized material.

Subsequent Notes for Indirect References

For subsequent citations of the same source within the same work, the note
can be significantly shortened. This typically includes the author’s last
name, a shortened version of the title, and the relevant page number(s). This
convention helps to keep the text uncluttered while still providing adequate
attribution.



Footnotes vs. Endnotes

Chicago style permits the use of either footnotes or endnotes. Footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the citation number appears in the
text, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document. The format for
the notes themselves is identical regardless of whether they are footnotes or
endnotes. The choice between them is largely a matter of aesthetic preference
or publisher requirements.

The Author-Date System for Indirect References

The author-date system, commonly used in the sciences and social sciences,
employs parenthetical in-text citations that include the author’s last name
and the year of publication, along with the page number(s) for direct quotes
or specific information. For indirect references, the page number is often
still included, especially if the paraphrase or summary focuses on a
particular section of the source. This system is generally considered more
efficient for works with many citations.

In-Text Parenthetical Citations

In the author-date system, an indirect reference is typically cited within
the text by placing the author’s last name and the year of publication in
parentheses immediately after the paraphrased or summarized statement. If the
author’s name is mentioned in the text, only the year needs to be included in
parentheses. For example, (Smith 2020) or Smith (2020) notes that...

Including Page Numbers in Author-Date Citations

While not always mandatory for paraphrases in the author-date system,
including the page number(s) is highly recommended by CMOS when the
paraphrase or summary relates to specific information or arguments from a
particular part of the source. This allows readers to pinpoint the exact
location of the material, enhancing the thoroughness of the citation. The
format would be (Smith 2020, 45).



Reference List in Author-Date

The author-date system requires a comprehensive Reference List at the end of
the document. This list includes full bibliographic details for all sources
cited in the text, arranged alphabetically by author’s last name. Each entry
provides the author, year of publication, title, and publication information.

Crafting Effective In-Text Citations for
Indirect References

Effective in-text citations are concise and clear, providing the reader with
immediate context. Whether using the notes-bibliography or author-date
system, the goal is to seamlessly integrate attribution into your prose
without disrupting the flow of your argument. For indirect references, this
means acknowledging the source of the idea or information without unnecessary
interruption.

Integrating Author Names

When an author's name is naturally incorporated into your sentence, it can
streamline the citation process. For instance, in the author-date system, you
might write, "As argued by Johnson (2019), the economic implications were
significant." In the notes-bibliography system, this would typically trigger
a footnote or endnote reference, but the author’s name is still present in
the text for clarity.

Handling Multiple Authors

Chicago style has specific rules for citing works with multiple authors. For
two authors, both names are usually included in the citation (e.g., Smith and
Jones 2021). For three or more authors, typically only the first author’s
last name is used, followed by “et al.” (e.g., Davis et al. 2018). This
convention applies to both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems,
though the exact placement and format will differ.



Citing Indirectly from Secondary Sources

Occasionally, you may encounter an idea in a secondary source that was
originally presented in a primary source. Chicago style advises citing both
the primary and secondary sources. The in-text citation will typically
indicate that the information is from the primary source as cited in the
secondary source, often using “as cited in.” For example, (Plato, as cited in
Smith 2020). The bibliography will then list the secondary source.

Constructing the Bibliography or Reference List

The bibliography (for the notes-bibliography system) or reference list (for
the author-date system) serves as a comprehensive inventory of all the
sources consulted and cited in your work. These lists are critical for
enabling readers to locate and verify your sources, thereby reinforcing the
credibility of your research. The format and content of each entry must
meticulously adhere to Chicago style guidelines.

Bibliography Formatting (Notes-Bibliography)

In the notes-bibliography system, the bibliography is arranged alphabetically
by the author’s last name. Each entry includes the author’s full name, the
full title of the work (italicized), and publication details such as the
place of publication, publisher, and year. The formatting for books,
articles, and other source types differs. For an indirect reference to a
book, a typical entry might look like:

Smith, John. The History of Ideas. New York: Penguin Books, 2020.

Reference List Formatting (Author-Date)

The reference list in the author-date system is also alphabetical by author’s
last name. However, the year of publication is placed immediately after the
author’s name, and the title is not italicized. The formatting for indirect
references in the reference list mirrors the bibliographic entries. For a
book:



Smith, John. 2020. The History of Ideas. New York: Penguin Books.

Essential Elements of a Citation Entry

Regardless of the system used, certain core elements are essential for a
complete citation of an indirect reference: author’s name, title of the work,
publication information (publisher, place, year for books; journal title,
volume, issue, year for articles), and specific location (page numbers).
Ensuring all these components are accurately presented is fundamental to
Chicago style indirect reference guidelines.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Indirect
Referencing

Navigating Chicago style indirect reference guidelines can be complex, and
several common errors can undermine the accuracy and professionalism of your
work. Awareness of these potential pitfalls is the first step toward avoiding
them. These include inconsistencies in formatting, insufficient citation
details, and misinterpreting the scope of an indirect reference.

Inconsistent Citation Practices

A frequent mistake is the inconsistent application of the chosen citation
system. For instance, mixing elements of the notes-bibliography system with
the author-date system, or failing to maintain uniformity in the formatting
of notes or parenthetical citations. Strict adherence to one system
throughout the entire document is paramount.

Oversight of Page Numbers

While indirect references paraphrase or summarize, they are still tied to
specific textual locations. Forgetting to include page numbers, especially
when the paraphrase is specific or draws from a focused argument, can be a
significant omission. This deprives the reader of an easy way to verify the
source of the information.



Plagiarism Through Insufficient Paraphrasing

A subtle form of plagiarism can occur when a paraphrase is too close to the
original source’s wording or sentence structure, even if it is technically
attributed. Effective paraphrasing requires a genuine rephrasing of ideas in
one’s own voice and structure. Chicago style indirect reference guidelines
implicitly encourage deep understanding and reformulation, not just
superficial word substitution.

Advanced Chicago Style Indirect Reference
Scenarios

Beyond basic book and article citations, Chicago style provides guidance for
more complex indirect reference situations. These can include citing
electronic sources, unpublished materials, or works with corporate authors.
Understanding these advanced scenarios ensures comprehensive and accurate
citation practices.

Citing Electronic and Online Sources

Citing online sources requires attention to elements such as the URL and the
date of access, especially if the content is likely to change. For indirect
references from websites or online articles, the citation should include the
author (if available), title, website name, and URL. The date of access is
often included to note the version of the content consulted.

Works with No Author or Corporate Authors

When a work lacks a personal author, the citation typically begins with the
title of the work in the bibliography or reference list. If the work has a
corporate author (e.g., an organization or institution), the corporation’s
name is used as the author. In-text citations will follow the chosen system
but will use the title or corporate author’s name instead of an individual’s.



Citing Unpublished Materials

Unpublished materials, such as dissertations, theses, manuscripts, or
personal correspondence, require specific citation formats. These usually
include information about the nature of the material (e.g., manuscript,
letter), its location (e.g., archival collection, personal possession), and
relevant dates. Indirect references to these sources follow the same
principle of attribution.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a direct
quote and an indirect reference in Chicago style?
A: A direct quote is the verbatim reproduction of text from a source,
enclosed in quotation marks. An indirect reference, on the other hand, is a
paraphrase or summary of a source's ideas or information, presented in your
own words and sentence structure. Both require citation in Chicago style, but
the formatting of the citation differs.

Q: When is it appropriate to use the notes-
bibliography system versus the author-date system
for indirect references?
A: The choice between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems often
depends on the specific academic discipline or the publication venue. The
notes-bibliography system is traditionally favored in the humanities, while
the author-date system is more common in the sciences and social sciences.
Always check with your instructor or publisher for their preferred style.

Q: Do I always need to include page numbers for
indirect references in Chicago style?
A: While not always strictly mandatory for paraphrases in the author-date
system, Chicago style strongly recommends including page numbers for indirect
references, especially when the paraphrase or summary focuses on a specific
section or argument within the source. This practice enhances clarity and
allows readers to easily locate the original material.

Q: How should I cite an indirect reference when the
author’s name is mentioned in my text?
A: If the author’s name is already part of your sentence, you often only need



to include the publication year in parentheses for the author-date system
(e.g., Smith (2020) argues...). For the notes-bibliography system, mentioning
the author’s name in the text would still typically necessitate a footnote or
endnote reference to the specific source.

Q: What is the best way to ensure I am not
plagiarizing when paraphrasing for an indirect
reference?
A: To avoid plagiarism, ensure that you have genuinely rephrased the original
source's ideas in your own words and sentence structure. Do not simply
substitute a few words or alter the order slightly. Aim to understand the
core concept and then articulate it as if you were explaining it to someone
else. Always follow up with a correct Chicago style citation.

Q: How do I cite an indirect reference from a source
that has no author listed?
A: In Chicago style, when a source has no author, you typically begin the
citation with the title of the work in the bibliography or reference list.
For in-text citations, you would use a shortened version of the title. For
example, if the title is The Art of Research, the in-text citation might be
(Art of Research).

Q: Can I use an indirect reference to summarize an
entire book?
A: Yes, you can use an indirect reference to summarize or discuss the
overarching themes of an entire book. In such cases, your in-text citation
would point to the work, and the bibliography/reference list would provide
the full details. However, if you are referencing a specific argument or
piece of evidence from the book, it is best practice to cite the relevant
page numbers.
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