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Chicago Style Indirect Quoting Guidelines: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style indirect quoting guidelines are essential for academic and professional writing,
ensuring proper attribution and academic integrity. This guide delves deep into the nuances of
paraphrasing and summarizing within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offering clear
explanations and practical examples. We will explore the fundamental principles of indirect citation,
the specific formatting requirements for notes and bibliographies, and common pitfalls to avoid.
Mastering these Chicago style indirect quoting guidelines will enhance your writing's credibility and
ensure your work adheres to scholarly standards. This article aims to demystify the process,
providing a robust framework for citing sources indirectly in your research papers, essays, and other
academic endeavors.
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Understanding Indirect Quotations in Chicago Style

Indirect quotations, often referred to as paraphrases or summaries, involve restating the ideas or
information from a source in your own words. Unlike direct quotations, which replicate the exact
wording of the original text, indirect quotations require you to synthesize and rephrase the material.
In Chicago style, the accurate representation of the original source's meaning is paramount,
alongside clear attribution to the original author. This distinction is crucial for avoiding plagiarism
and for demonstrating your comprehension of the source material.

The Purpose and Importance of Indirect Quoting

The primary purpose of indirect quoting is to integrate source material seamlessly into your own
writing while giving credit to the original author. It allows you to present complex ideas concisely,
support your arguments with evidence, and maintain a smooth narrative flow. By paraphrasing, you
demonstrate your understanding of the material and can tailor it to fit the specific context and voice
of your own work. Proper indirect quoting is a cornerstone of scholarly communication, fostering



transparency and allowing readers to verify your information.

When to Use Indirect Quotes

Indirect quotes are most effective when you want to explain a concept from a source in simpler
terms, summarize a lengthy passage, or use an author's idea without needing to preserve their exact
phrasing. They are also useful when the original wording is unnecessarily complex or does not fit the
style of your paper. Generally, when the precise wording is not critical but the idea or information is,
an indirect quote is the preferred method. However, if the original wording is particularly striking,
influential, or uniquely phrased, a direct quotation might be more appropriate.

Key Components of an Indirect Citation

Regardless of whether you are paraphrasing or summarizing, an indirect citation in Chicago style
requires two essential components: the in-text citation and the full bibliographic entry. The in-text
citation, typically a footnote or endnote in the Notes-Bibliography system, or a parenthetical
reference in the Author-Date system, directs the reader to the source. The bibliographic entry, found
at the end of your paper, provides all the necessary publication details for the reader to locate the
original source. Omitting either of these components constitutes plagiarism.

Formatting Chicago Style Indirect Quotes in Notes

Chicago style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-
Date system. The guidelines for indirect quoting differ slightly between them, particularly in their in-
text presentation. However, both systems require meticulous attention to detail to ensure accurate
and complete attribution.

Author-Date System vs. Notes-Bibliography System

In the Notes-Bibliography system, indirect quotations are cited using footnotes or endnotes. The first
note for a given source typically includes full publication details, while subsequent notes can be
shortened. For example, a paraphrase might be followed by a superscript number leading to a note
like: “Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 178.” In contrast, the Author-Date system uses parenthetical
in-text citations, which include the author’s last name and the year of publication, and sometimes
the page number. A typical Author-Date citation for an indirect quote would appear as: (Foucault
1977, 178).

Integrating Indirect Quotes into Your Text

When integrating an indirect quotation, it is crucial to introduce the paraphrased or summarized
material smoothly. Use signal phrases to indicate that you are referencing a source, such as
"According to Smith..." or "As Jones argues..." This helps your reader understand that the idea
originates from elsewhere. The citation should follow immediately after the borrowed information.
The goal is to blend the source material with your own prose without jarring the reader, ensuring



that the attribution is clear and unambiguous.

Paraphrasing Effectively According to Chicago Style

Paraphrasing involves more than just changing a few words; it requires a deep understanding of the
source material and the ability to re-express its core ideas in your own distinct voice and sentence
structure. Chicago style emphasizes that a paraphrase should accurately reflect the original
meaning without distortion.

Techniques for Successful Paraphrasing

To paraphrase effectively, first, read the passage carefully until you fully grasp its meaning. Then,
set the original text aside and write the idea in your own words, focusing on conveying the essence
of the author's argument. Compare your paraphrase with the original to ensure accuracy in meaning
and to avoid inadvertently using too much of the original phrasing. Pay close attention to sentence
structure and vocabulary; aim for significant differences from the original text.

e Read the original text multiple times.

e Understand the main point and supporting details.

e Rewrite the idea using your own vocabulary and sentence structure.
e Check for accuracy against the original.

e Ensure no more than 10% of the original wording is retained (and if so, it should be quoted
and cited).

Attributing Paraphrased Material

Every paraphrase must be accompanied by a citation. In the Notes-Bibliography system, this means
a footnote or endnote. In the Author-Date system, it's a parenthetical citation. The citation should
point to the specific page or pages from which the information was drawn, if applicable. Even if you
are paraphrasing an entire concept or chapter, referencing the relevant section or the entire work in
your citation is necessary to fulfill Chicago style requirements.

Summarizing Sources in Chicago Style

Summarizing is akin to paraphrasing but typically involves condensing a larger portion of text, such
as a section, chapter, or even an entire book, into a shorter overview. Like paraphrasing,
summarizing requires you to express the author's ideas in your own words and to provide proper
attribution.



Condensing Information Accurately

When summarizing, focus on the main arguments, key findings, and overall thesis of the source.
Omit minor details, examples, or elaborations that do not contribute to the overarching message.
The summary should be a concise representation of the original work's substance. Accuracy is
paramount; ensure your summary does not misrepresent the author's intentions or conclusions. It’s
crucial to convey the core ideas faithfully.

Citation Practices for Summaries

Similar to paraphrases, summaries necessitate clear citations. Whether using notes or parenthetical
references, you must indicate the source of the summarized information. For summaries of extensive
works, it may be sufficient to cite the work generally in your note or parenthetical reference, or to
indicate the specific pages or sections that contain the ideas you are summarizing. Always refer to
the Chicago Manual of Style for the most precise guidance on citing lengthy passages or entire
works.

Common Mistakes in Chicago Style Indirect Quoting

Despite careful attention, writers sometimes make errors when using indirect quotes in Chicago
style. Recognizing these common pitfalls can help prevent them and ensure scholarly rigor in your
work.

Insufficient Paraphrasing

One frequent mistake is insufficient paraphrasing, often called patchwriting. This occurs when a
writer changes only a few words or rearranges the sentence structure slightly while retaining the
original phrasing and sentence patterns. This is still considered plagiarism. A true paraphrase
involves a substantial rewriting of the source material in the writer's own words and style.

Inaccurate Representation of Ideas

Another error is misrepresenting the original author's ideas. This can happen through
misinterpretation, oversimplification, or taking ideas out of context. It is vital to ensure that your
paraphrase or summary accurately reflects the meaning and intent of the original source. Always re-
read your paraphrase against the original to confirm fidelity.

Missing or Incomplete Citations

The most critical error is failing to cite the source altogether or providing incomplete citation
information. Even for indirect quotes, attribution is mandatory. In the Notes-Bibliography system,
this means a footnote or endnote; in the Author-Date system, a parenthetical citation and a full entry
in the bibliography. Ensure all necessary information, including page numbers where relevant, is
included.



Maintaining Academic Integrity with Indirect Citations

Academic integrity is the bedrock of scholarly work. Proper indirect citation is not merely a
technical requirement; it is a fundamental ethical obligation that upholds honesty and gives credit
where it is due. By adhering to Chicago style indirect quoting guidelines, you demonstrate respect
for the intellectual property of others and contribute to a trustworthy academic environment.

The Ethical Imperative of Attribution

Every idea, concept, or piece of information that is not your own original thought must be attributed.
Indirect quotes are no exception. Failing to cite paraphrased or summarized material is a form of
plagiarism, which can have severe academic consequences. Using indirect quotes effectively
involves not only correctly formatting your citations but also understanding the ethical imperative
behind them: to acknowledge the contributions of other scholars and researchers.

Building Credibility Through Proper Citation

When you meticulously cite your sources, including your indirect quotes, you build credibility for
your own work. Your readers can trust that your arguments are supported by evidence and that you
have engaged thoughtfully with existing scholarship. Proper citation practices also allow your
audience to explore the original sources themselves, fostering a deeper engagement with the subject
matter. This transparency is a hallmark of sound academic research.

Advanced Chicago Style Indirect Quoting Scenarios

While the core principles of indirect quoting are straightforward, certain situations require more
nuanced application of Chicago style guidelines. These often involve different types of sources or
specific challenges in attribution.

Indirect Quoting from Digital and Online Sources

Citing digital and online sources in Chicago style requires careful attention to the details available.
When paraphrasing or summarizing online content, you should still include a citation in your notes
or parenthetical reference. For web pages without page numbers, you may cite the section or
paragraph number if discernible, or simply the author and title. The bibliographic entry will include
the URL and the date of access. Ensure you capture enough identifying information to allow a reader
to locate the specific content.

Citing Indirect Sources (Secondhand Sources)

Citing a source that you found quoted in another source (a secondhand source) is generally
discouraged in Chicago style. However, if it is absolutely necessary, you should cite the source you
actually consulted and indicate that you are referencing the original source indirectly. For example,
in a note, you might write: “Quoted in John Smith, The Great Ideas (Chicago: University of Chicago



Press, 2020), 45, originally published in Mary Jones, Original Thoughts (New York: Publisher,
1990).” This clearly shows that you read Smith's book and are referencing Jones's work as it appears
within Smith's publication.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between a direct quote and
an indirect quote in Chicago style?

A: A direct quote uses the exact wording from the original source, enclosed in quotation marks,
while an indirect quote (paraphrase or summary) restates the source's ideas in your own words and
sentence structure.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for indirect quotes in
Chicago style?

A: Yes, Chicago style generally requires page numbers for indirect quotes, especially in the Notes-
Bibliography system, to pinpoint the exact location of the information. In the Author-Date system,
page numbers are also often included.

Q: Can I just change a few words in a sentence to make it an
indirect quote?

A: No, simply changing a few words or the order of words in a sentence from the original source
does not constitute a proper paraphrase and can still be considered plagiarism. A true paraphrase
requires significant rewriting in your own words and sentence structure.

Q: How do I cite an indirect quote if the source has no author?

A: If a source has no author, you would typically use the title of the work in your citation (shortened
title for notes, full title for the bibliography entry).

Q: When is it appropriate to use an indirect quote versus a
direct quote?

A: Indirect quotes are suitable for explaining concepts, summarizing lengthy passages, or when the
precise wording isn't critical. Direct quotes are best when the original phrasing is important,
particularly impactful, or essential to the argument.

Q: What is the role of the bibliography in Chicago style



indirect quoting?

A: The bibliography (or reference list in the Author-Date system) provides the complete publication
details for all sources cited in your work, allowing readers to locate the original texts. It is a crucial
component alongside the in-text citations or notes.

Q: How should I handle paraphrasing a very technical or
specialized term?

A: If a source uses a specialized term that is essential to the concept, you may need to use that term
in your paraphrase. In such cases, it is often good practice to define the term or provide context, and
to ensure your citation is precise.

Q: Can I summarize an entire book for my paper using Chicago
style?

A: Yes, you can summarize an entire book. Your in-text citation or note would then refer to the entire
work, and your bibliography entry would list the full details of the book. The summary itself would
need to be a concise overview of the book's main arguments.
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