
chicago style indirect quotation guidelines
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected authority on writing and citation, and
understanding its guidelines for indirect quotations is crucial for academic, journalistic, and
professional writing. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of Chicago style indirect
quotation guidelines, covering everything from basic principles to nuanced applications. We will delve
into the core concepts of how to paraphrase and summarize source material accurately and ethically,
ensuring proper attribution without resorting to direct quotation. Furthermore, we will explore the
specific formatting and stylistic choices recommended by CMOS, including when and how to introduce
paraphrased content and the importance of integrating it seamlessly into your own prose. Mastering
these indirect quotation rules will elevate the clarity, credibility, and academic integrity of your work.
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Understanding Indirect Quotations in Chicago Style

Indirect quotations, often referred to as paraphrases or summaries, involve restating the ideas or
information from a source in your own words. Unlike direct quotations, which reproduce the exact
wording of the original source, indirect quotations focus on conveying the essence of the original
material. In the context of the Chicago Manual of Style, the primary goal of using indirect quotations
is to integrate source material smoothly into your own writing while giving due credit to the original
author. This requires a deep understanding of the source material to rephrase it accurately without
altering its meaning.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity, conciseness, and accuracy in all forms of citation and
quotation. When employing indirect quotations, writers are expected to demonstrate a thorough
comprehension of the original text, transforming complex ideas into readily understandable language.
This process involves more than just swapping out words; it demands an active engagement with the
source material to synthesize and articulate its core message effectively. Adhering to Chicago style
indirect quotation guidelines ensures that your writing remains both original and ethically sound.

The Purpose of Paraphrasing and Summarizing

Paraphrasing and summarizing serve distinct but related purposes in academic and research writing.
Paraphrasing involves restating a specific passage from a source in your own words and sentence
structure, typically of a similar length to the original. Summarizing, on the other hand, condenses the
main points of a longer text, chapter, or even an entire work into a shorter overview. Both methods



are essential for avoiding plagiarism, demonstrating understanding, and weaving external information
into your own arguments seamlessly. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines support these
practices by providing a framework for their proper execution and attribution.

Distinguishing Indirect from Direct Quotations

The fundamental difference between direct and indirect quotations lies in their presentation. Direct
quotations use quotation marks to enclose the exact words from the source, indicating a precise
reproduction. Indirect quotations, conversely, do not use quotation marks. Instead, they integrate the
source’s ideas into the writer’s own prose. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines dictate that
even though quotation marks are omitted, clear attribution remains paramount. This distinction is
vital for maintaining academic integrity and allowing readers to differentiate between your original
thoughts and those drawn from external sources.

When to Use Indirect Quotations

Indirect quotations are a versatile tool in a writer's arsenal, employed for a variety of strategic
purposes. They allow for a more fluid integration of source material into the narrative, enabling the
writer to maintain their own voice and style while incorporating supporting evidence. The decision to
paraphrase or summarize rather than quote directly often hinges on the specific context and the
writer's intent. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines encourage the judicious use of both direct
and indirect methods to best serve the overall clarity and argumentative strength of the text.

To Maintain Your Own Voice and Flow

One of the primary reasons to opt for an indirect quotation is to preserve the writer's unique voice
and ensure a smooth, uninterrupted flow of ideas. Direct quotations, especially if lengthy or densely
worded, can sometimes disrupt the rhythm of a piece. By paraphrasing, writers can rephrase complex
arguments or descriptions in their own language, making them more accessible to the reader and
better aligned with the surrounding text. This is a cornerstone of effective academic writing, and
Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines support this practice by making attribution clear and
unobtrusive.

To Condense Information

When a source contains a large amount of information, but only a few key points are relevant to your
argument, summarizing becomes an invaluable technique. Instead of quoting extensive passages,
you can condense the essential ideas into a concise statement. This not only saves space but also
highlights the most pertinent information for your reader. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines
encourage this efficiency, as long as the summary accurately reflects the original meaning and is
properly cited, demonstrating that you have grasped the core of the source’s contribution.



To Clarify Complex Ideas

Some sources may present ideas in a technical or convoluted manner. Paraphrasing allows you to
simplify these complex concepts, rephrasing them in clearer, more accessible language. This is
particularly useful when you are explaining a difficult theory or a specialized concept to an audience
that may not be familiar with the original terminology. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines
expect that such clarification through paraphrasing does not misrepresent the original idea but rather
makes it more understandable within the context of your own writing.

When the Exact Wording Is Not Essential

In many instances, the specific wording of a source is not as important as the idea or information it
conveys. If the precise phrasing of the original author does not add significant value or emphasis,
then an indirect quotation is often the more appropriate choice. This allows you to focus on the
substance of the information and integrate it seamlessly into your own argument without the visual
distraction of quotation marks. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines promote this focus on
content over exact linguistic form when the latter is not critically important.

The Mechanics of Indirect Quotation in Chicago Style

The effective use of indirect quotations in Chicago style requires attention to both the accurate
representation of the source material and the proper methods of attribution. While quotation marks
are not used, the source of the paraphrased or summarized information must be clearly identified.
This ensures that readers can locate the original source if they wish to consult it and that credit is
given to the original author, thereby avoiding plagiarism. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines
are designed to make this process straightforward yet rigorous.

Accurate Representation of Ideas

The most critical aspect of any indirect quotation is its fidelity to the original source's meaning. When
paraphrasing or summarizing, you must ensure that you do not distort, misinterpret, or add your own
opinions to the borrowed ideas. This requires careful reading and comprehension of the source
material. It is imperative to capture the essence of the original argument or information precisely.
Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines underscore that accuracy is non-negotiable; a paraphrase
that misrepresents the original is as problematic as plagiarism.

Avoiding Accidental Plagiarism

One of the most common ways to commit accidental plagiarism is through inadequate paraphrasing.
Simply changing a few words in a sentence or reordering phrases while retaining the original
sentence structure is not sufficient. A true paraphrase involves understanding the idea and then



expressing it entirely in your own words and grammatical construction. Chicago style indirect
quotation guidelines strongly advise writers to read the source, put it aside, and then write the
paraphrase from memory, checking against the original afterward for accuracy. Always include a
citation.

Integration into Your Own Prose

Indirect quotations should blend seamlessly with your own writing. This means using introductory
phrases or clauses to signal that you are introducing information from a source. The transition from
your own thoughts to the paraphrased material should be smooth, and the paraphrased content
should logically connect to your surrounding argument. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines
encourage writers to think of paraphrases as extensions of their own ideas, presented for support or
elaboration, rather than as isolated insertions.

Attribution Requirements for Indirect Quotations

Proper attribution is the cornerstone of academic integrity and ethical scholarship. When using
indirect quotations in Chicago style, it is imperative to acknowledge the source of the information.
This is typically achieved through in-text citations and a corresponding bibliography or notes section.
The Chicago Manual of Style offers flexibility in citation methods, but the requirement for clear and
consistent attribution remains constant. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines aim to provide
readers with sufficient information to trace the borrowed material back to its origin.

In-Text Citations

Chicago style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system. In the notes-bibliography system, in-text citations are typically handled through superscript
footnotes or endnotes. Each note corresponds to a number placed within the text, often at the end of
the sentence or clause containing the indirect quotation. These notes then provide the necessary
bibliographic information for the source. For an indirect quotation, the note would generally include
the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number(s) where the original idea
can be found.

In the author-date system, in-text citations consist of the author’s last name and the year of
publication, often followed by a page number if specific information is being referenced. For example,
a citation might appear as (Smith 2023, 150). This method is more common in the sciences and social
sciences but is acceptable in other fields as well. Regardless of the system used, Chicago style
indirect quotation guidelines mandate that every instance of borrowed information, whether
paraphrased or summarized, must be clearly attributed within the text.



The Bibliography or Reference List

The in-text citations are complemented by a comprehensive bibliography (for the notes-bibliography
system) or a reference list (for the author-date system) at the end of the work. This list provides full
publication details for every source cited in the text. For indirect quotations, the entry in the
bibliography or reference list will contain all the essential information a reader needs to locate the
original source, such as the author’s name, the full title of the work, publication details, and page
numbers if applicable. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines ensure that this list is meticulously
organized and formatted.

When to Cite Specific Information

A common question regarding indirect quotations concerns when exactly a citation is necessary. As a
general rule, you should cite any information that is not common knowledge and that you have
learned from a specific source. This includes:

Facts and statistics

Theories and concepts

Arguments and conclusions

Opinions and interpretations

Specific details or examples from a source

If you are unsure whether information constitutes common knowledge, it is always safer to cite the
source. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines promote an abundance of caution in attribution to
prevent any potential accusations of academic dishonesty.

Style and Integration of Indirect Quotations

The way an indirect quotation is introduced and integrated into your text significantly impacts its
readability and effectiveness. Chicago style emphasizes clarity and a natural flow, ensuring that
paraphrased material enhances, rather than detracts from, your own writing. This involves using
appropriate introductory phrases and ensuring that the borrowed idea connects logically to your
argument.

Using Introductory Phrases



To signal that you are presenting information from a source, it is good practice to use introductory
phrases. These phrases attribute the idea to its originator before you present the paraphrase or
summary. Examples include:

According to [Author’s Name]…

[Author’s Name] argues that…

As [Author’s Name] explains…

In [Author’s Name]’s view…

[Author’s Name] suggests…

These phrases help the reader understand that the following information is derived from an external
source. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines recommend these and similar phrases for their
clarity and directness.

Varied Sentence Structures

Varying your sentence structure when introducing indirect quotations keeps your writing engaging
and prevents monotony. Instead of relying on a single introductory phrase, experiment with different
constructions. For instance, you can embed the attribution within the sentence or place it at the end,
depending on what sounds most natural. The key is to make the integration feel organic. Chicago
style indirect quotation guidelines encourage stylistic flexibility as long as attribution is clear.

Connecting to Your Argument

An indirect quotation should always serve a purpose in your own argument. It should support your
claims, provide evidence, or offer a different perspective that you will then discuss. After presenting
the paraphrased information, it is often necessary to follow up with your own analysis or commentary,
explaining how the borrowed idea relates to your overall thesis. This demonstrates your critical
engagement with the source material. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines stress that
paraphrases are not mere drops of information but integral components of your own analytical
framework.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid with Chicago Style Indirect
Quotations

While indirect quotations are a valuable tool, several common mistakes can undermine their



effectiveness and even lead to accusations of academic misconduct. Understanding these pitfalls is
crucial for adhering to Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines and producing high-quality, ethical
work.

Patchwriting

Patchwriting is a form of plagiarism that occurs when a writer takes a source text and changes only a
few words or rearranges phrases while keeping the original sentence structure. This is often an
unconscious habit formed when a writer struggles with paraphrasing. Even with citation, patchwriting
is considered a form of plagiarism because the writer has not genuinely rephrased the material in
their own words and structure. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines firmly advise against this
practice.

Inaccurate Summaries or Paraphrases

As mentioned earlier, misrepresenting the original author's ideas is a serious error. This can happen
when a writer doesn't fully understand the source material or deliberately twists the meaning to fit
their argument. The responsibility lies with the writer to ensure that their paraphrase or summary
accurately reflects the original intent and content. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines demand
meticulous attention to fidelity.

Omitting Citations

Failing to cite an indirect quotation is a direct path to plagiarism. Even if you have rephrased the
material entirely in your own words, if the idea or information originated with someone else, it must
be attributed. This is one of the most fundamental rules of academic integrity. Chicago style indirect
quotation guidelines are unequivocal: always cite when in doubt.

Over-Reliance on Indirect Quotations

While indirect quotations are useful, a paper that consists almost entirely of paraphrased material can
lack originality and the writer’s own voice. It can give the impression that the writer is merely
compiling others' ideas without contributing their own analysis or insights. A balanced approach,
incorporating direct quotations judiciously and developing original arguments, is key. Chicago style
indirect quotation guidelines encourage a synthesis of source material with the writer’s own
intellectual contribution.

Advanced Considerations for Indirect Quotations



Beyond the fundamental rules, there are more nuanced aspects to consider when employing indirect
quotations in Chicago style, particularly in complex academic or research contexts. These
considerations often revolve around the type of source material and the sophistication of the
argument being made.

Paraphrasing vs. Summarizing Long Passages

The choice between paraphrasing and summarizing often depends on the length and complexity of
the original material you need to incorporate. If you need to convey the core idea of a single sentence
or a short paragraph, paraphrasing is usually appropriate. However, if you need to distill the main
arguments from a lengthy article, a chapter, or even an entire book, summarizing becomes the more
efficient and effective method. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines suggest using the
technique that best serves clarity and conciseness without sacrificing accuracy.

Quoting Figures of Speech or Unique Terminology

There are occasions when the exact wording of a source is important, even if it is not a formal
definition or a statistical fact. This might include a particularly evocative metaphor, a striking idiom, or
a unique term coined by the author. In such cases, even if you are discussing the idea behind the
phrase, it might be more effective to use a direct quotation to preserve the original impact. However,
if you are simply referring to the concept represented by that unique terminology, you can
paraphrase. Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines allow for discretion based on the rhetorical
impact of the original language.

Attributing to Multiple Authors or Undefined Sources

When dealing with sources that have multiple authors or when the source of information is less clearly
defined (e.g., a general understanding within a field), attribution requires careful handling. For
multiple authors, Chicago style provides specific rules for citation depending on the number of
authors. For less defined sources, one might refer to established scholarship or general knowledge
within the discipline, citing representative works that support the general understanding. Chicago
style indirect quotation guidelines offer detailed instructions for these more complex scenarios in their
comprehensive manual.

The Role of Subsequent Analysis

It is important to remember that an indirect quotation, whether a paraphrase or a summary, is
typically followed by your own analysis or commentary. You are not simply presenting someone else's
idea; you are using it to build your own argument. Your subsequent discussion should explain the
significance of the borrowed idea, connect it to other evidence, or offer your own interpretation. This
analytical bridge between the source material and your argument is a hallmark of strong academic
writing, and Chicago style indirect quotation guidelines implicitly encourage this critical engagement.



FAQs

Q: What is the primary difference between a direct quotation
and an indirect quotation in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, a direct quotation uses the exact words from the source, enclosed in quotation
marks. An indirect quotation, on the other hand, paraphrases or summarizes the source's ideas in
your own words and does not use quotation marks.

Q: Do I still need to cite an indirect quotation if I put it into
my own words?
A: Yes, absolutely. Even when you rephrase an idea or information in your own words (an indirect
quotation), you must still cite the original source. Failure to do so is considered plagiarism.

Q: When should I choose to use an indirect quotation instead
of a direct quotation?
A: You should use an indirect quotation when the exact wording of the source is not crucial, when you
want to integrate information smoothly into your own prose, when you need to condense information,
or when you want to clarify a complex idea in simpler terms.

Q: What are the common methods for in-text citation for
indirect quotations in Chicago style?
A: Chicago style primarily uses the notes-bibliography system (with footnotes or endnotes) and the
author-date system. In the notes-bibliography system, you’ll use superscript numbers linked to notes.
In the author-date system, you'll use parenthetical citations with the author's last name and the year
of publication.

Q: How do I avoid patchwriting when creating indirect
quotations?
A: To avoid patchwriting, read the source material carefully, understand its core ideas, then set the
source aside and write your paraphrase or summary entirely in your own words and sentence
structure. Afterward, compare your version to the original for accuracy.

Q: Is it acceptable to change the meaning of a source when
paraphrasing it indirectly?
A: No, it is never acceptable to change the meaning of a source when creating an indirect quotation.
The primary rule of paraphrasing and summarizing is to accurately represent the original author's



ideas and intentions.

Q: What information should I include in my bibliography or
reference list for an indirect quotation?
A: Your bibliography or reference list should include the full publication details of the source from
which you drew the indirect quotation, such as the author's name, the full title of the work, the
publisher, publication date, and relevant page numbers.

Q: Can an indirect quotation be longer than the original
passage?
A: Generally, no. An indirect quotation, especially a paraphrase, should be roughly the same length as
the original passage it represents. A summary, by definition, should be shorter, condensing the
original material.

Q: When is it acceptable to paraphrase a figure of speech or
unique terminology used by an author?
A: It is acceptable to paraphrase figures of speech or unique terminology if you are conveying the
underlying concept and the exact wording does not add significant value or impact. If the specific
wording is crucial to the meaning or effect, a direct quotation might be more appropriate.
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