CHICAGO STYLE INDIRECT QUOTATION FORMAT

THE CHICAGO STYLE INDIRECT QUOTATION FORMAT: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

CHICAGO STYLE INDIRECT QUOTATION FORMAT IS A CRUCIAL ELEMENT FOR ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITERS ADHERING TO
THe CHICAGO MANUAL oF STYLE (CMOS). UNLIKE DIRECT QUOTATIONS, WHICH REPRODUCE THE EXACT WORDS OF A
SOURCE, INDIRECT QUOTATIONS, ALSO KNOWN AS PARAPHRASES OR SUMMARIES, CONVEY THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR'S IDEAS IN
YOUR OWN WORDS. MASTERING THIS FORMAT ENSURES CLARITY, AVOIDS PLAGIARISM, AND PROPERLY ATTRIBUTES BORROWED
INFORMATION, WHICH IS FUNDAMENTAL TO ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE
DEEPLY INTO THE NUANCES OF CHICAGO STYLE INDIRECT QUOTATIONS, COVERING THEIR PURPOSE, ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS,
CORRECT CITATION METHODS, AND COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID, THEREBY EQUIPPING YOU WITH THE KNOWLEDGE TO IMPLEMENT
THEM FLAWLESSLY IN YOUR WRITING.
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UNDERSTANDING INDIRECT QUOTATIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE

INDIRECT QUOTATIONS, OR PARAPHRASES, ARE INDISPENSABLE TOOLS IN ACADEMIC WRITING. THEY ALLOW WRITERS TO
INTEGRATE THE IDEAS, ARGUMENTS, AND FINDINGS OF OTHERS INTO THEIR OWN WORK WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE FLOW WITH
LENGTHY VERBATIM PASSAGES. IN CHICAGO STYLE, THE PRIMARY GOAL OF AN INDIRECT QUOTATION IS TO ACCURATELY
REPRESENT THE SOURCE MATERIAL'S MEANING WHILE DEMONSTRATING YOUR COMPREHENSION AND SYNTHESIS OF THAT
INFORMATION. THIS TECHNIQUE IS VITAL FOR SUPPORTING YOUR OWN THESIS, PROVIDING CONTEXT, OR CRITIQUING EXISTING
SCHOLARSHIP. UNLIKE DIRECT QUOTATIONS, WHICH DEMAND METICULOUS ACCURACY IN REPRODUCTION, INDIRECT QUOTATIONS
OFFER MORE FLEXIBILITY IN WORDING BUT REQUIRE ABSOLUTE FIDELITY TO THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR'S INTENT.

THE STRENGTH OF A WELL-EXECUTED INDIRECT QUOTATION LIES IN ITS SEAMLESS INTEGRATION INTO YOUR NARRATIVE. |T
SHOULD FEEL LIKE A NATURAL EXTENSION OF YOUR OWN THOUGHTS, CLEARLY ATTRIBUTED TO ITS ORIGIN. CHICAGO STYLE,
WITH ITS EMPHASIS ON THOROUGHNESS AND PRECISION, PROVIDES CLEAR GUIDELINES TO ENSURE THIS ATTRIBUTION IS ALWAYS
EVIDENT. FAILING TO PROPERLY ATTRIBUTE PARAPHRASED MATERIAL, EVEN UNINTENTIONALLY, CONSTITUTES PLAGIARISM, A
SERIOUS ACADEMIC OFFENSE. THEREFORE, UNDERSTANDING THE CHICAGO STYLE INDIRECT QUOTATION FORMAT IS NOT MERELY A
MATTER OF STYLISTIC PREFERENCE, IT IS A FUNDAMENTAL REQUIREMENT FOR ETHICAL SCHOLARSHIP.

THE Core COMPONENTS OF CHICAGO STYLE INDIRECT QUOTATIONS

AT ITS HEART, AN INDIRECT QUOTATION INVOLVES RESTATING THE IDEAS OF ANOTHER AUTHOR IN YOUR OWN WORDS AND
SENTENCE STRUCTURE. THE KEY COMPONENTS TO CONSIDER WHEN CRAFTING AND ATTRIBUTING AN INDIRECT QUOTATION IN
CHICAGO STYLE ARE ACCURACY, ATTRIBUTION, AND YOUR OWN VOICE. ACCURACY MEANS FAITHFULLY REPRESENTING THE
SOURCE’S MEANING, WITHOUT DISTORTION OR MISINTERPRETATION. ATTRIBUTION IS THE EXPLICIT ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE
ORIGINAL SOURCE, WHICH CHICAGO STYLE HANDLES THROUGH SPECIFIC CITATION METHODS. FINALLY/ YOUR OWN VOICE REFERS



TO INTEGRATING THE PARAPHRASED IDEA SMOOTHLY INTO YOUR WRITING, ENSURING IT SERVES YOUR ARGUMENT AND FLOWS
LOGICALLY WITH YOUR OWN PROSE.

W/HEN PARAPHRASING, IT IS CRUCIAL TO GO BEYOND SIMPLY CHANGING A FEW \WORDS. YOU MUST ABSORB THE INFORMATION
AND THEN RECONSTRUCT IT USING YOUR VOCABULARY AND SENTENCE CONSTRUCTION. THIS PROCESS ENSURES THAT YOU
TRULY UNDERSTAND THE MATERIAL AND ARE NOT SIMPLY REARRANGING THE SOURCE'S LANGUAGE. THE CHICAGO STYLE
EMPHASIZES THAT THE PARAPHRASED PASSAGE SHOULD BE SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT IN W ORDING AND STRUCTURE FROM THE
ORIGINAL, WHILE RETAINING THE EXACT MEANING. OVER-RELIANCE ON THE ORIGINAL PHRASING CAN STILL BE CONSIDERED
PLAGIARISM, EVEN IF MINOR ALTERATIONS ARE MADE.

PARAPHRASING VS. SUMMARIZING

W/HILE OF TEN USED INTERCHANGEABLY, PARAPHRASING AND SUMMARIZING HAVE DISTINCT PURPOSES, THOUGH BOTH FALL UNDER
THE UMBRELLA OF INDIRECT QUOTATION IN CHICAGO STYLE. A PARAPHRASE RESTATES A SPECIFIC PASSAGE OR IDEA FROM A
SOURCE IN ROUGHLY THE SAME LENGTH AND DETAIL, BUT IN YOUR OWN \¥ORDS. A SUMMARY, ON THE OTHER HAND, CONDENSES
A LARGER SECTION OF TEXT, OR AN ENTIRE WORK, INTO A MUCH SHORTER OVERVIEW OF THE MAIN POINTS. BoTH REQUIRE
ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR'S IDEAS AND PROPER ATTRIBUTION, BUT THE SCOPE OF THE INFORMATION
BEING CONVEYED DIFFERS SIGNIFICANTLY.

For EXAMPLE, IF YOU ARE DISCUSSING A SINGLE ARGUMENT MADE BY A SCHOLAR IN A PARAGRAPH, YOU WOULD PARAPHRASE IT.
IF YOU ARE DISCUSSING THE OVERARCHING THESIS OF AN ENTIRE BOOK, YOU WOULD SUMMARIZE IT. CHICAGO STYLE DICTATES
THAT BOTH REQUIRE CITATIONS, INDICATING THE SPECIFIC LOCATION WITHIN THE SOURCE WHERE THE IDEA ORIGINATED, EVEN IN
A SUMMARY. THE METHOD OF CITATION MAY VARY SLIGHTLY DEPENDING ON WHETHER YOU ARE USING PARENTHETICAL
CITATIONS OR THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM.

ENSURING ACCURACY AND AVOIDING MISREPRESENTATION

THE MOST CRITICAL ASPECT OF ANY INDIRECT QUOTATION IS ITS ACCURACY. MISREPRESENTING A SOURCE’S IDEA CAN LEAD TO
FLAWED ARGUMENTS AND DAMAGE YOUR CREDIBILITY. BEFORE PARAPHRASING, REREAD THE ORIGINAL PASSAGE CAREFULLY TO
ENSURE YOU FULLY GRASP ITS MEANING, INCLUDING ANY NUANCES OR QUALIFICATIONS THE AUTHOR MIGHT HAVE MADE. W/ HEN
YOU WRITE YOUR PARAPHRASE, COMPARE IT AGAINST THE ORIGINAL ONE LAST TIME TO CONFIRM THAT YOU HAVEN'T
INADVERTENTLY CHANGED THE MEANING OR INTRODUCED YOUR OWN BIASES.

PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO KEY TERMS, DEFINITIONS, AND THE AUTHOR'S TONE. |F THE AUTHOR IS MAKING A NUANCED
ARGUMENT, YOUR PARAPHRASE SHOULD REFLECT THAT NUANCE. AVOID GENERALIZATIONS OR SIMPLIFICATIONS THAT COULD
DISTORT THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE. IF YOU ARE UNSURE ABOUT A PARTICULAR POINT, IT IS OFTEN SAFER TO USE A DIRECT
QUOTATION OR TO SEEK CLARIFICATION FROM THE SOURCE MATERIAL OR FURTHER RESEARCH. THE GOAL IS TO REPRESENT THE
AUTHOR'S CONTRIBUTION FAITHFULLY, NOT TO IMPOSE YOUR INTERPRETATION OF IT WITHOUT CLEAR EVIDENCE FROM THE
SOURCE.

PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS FOR INDIRECT QUOTATIONS

CHICAGO STYLE OFFERS TWO PRIMARY SYSTEMS FOR CITATION: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND THE AUTHOR-DATE
SYSTEM. W/HEN USING PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS FOR INDIRECT QUOTATIONS, YOU ARE TYPICALLY EMPLOYING THE AUTHOR™
DATE SYSTEM, ALTHOUGH PARENTHETICAL NOTES CAN ALSO APPEAR IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM FOR SPECIFIC
PURPOSES. THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION GENERALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. |F
THE SOURCE HAS MULTIPLE AUTHORS, SPECIFIC RULES APPLY. FOR ANONYMOUS WORKS OR SOURCES WITHOUT A CLEAR
AUTHOR, YOU MIGHT USE A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE TITLE.

THE PLACEMENT OF THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION IS CRUCIAL. [T SHOULD TYPICALLY APPEAR AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE OR
CLAUSE CONTAINING THE PARAPHRASED MATERIAL, BEFORE THE FINAL PUNCTUATION MARK. THIS PLACEMENT CLEARLY LINKS THE
CITED IDEA TO ITS SOURCE. FOR INSTANCE, IF YOU ARE DISCUSSING A CONCEPT INTRODUCED BY DR. ELEANOR V ANCE IN HER
2020 BOOK, YOUR SENTENCE MIGHT END WITH (VANCE 2020).



INCLUDING PAGE NUMBERS IN PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

W/HILE NOT ALWAYS MANDATORY FOR INDIRECT QUOTATIONS IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, INCLUDING PAGE NUMBERS CAN BE
HIGHLY BENEFICIAL, ESPECIALLY IF THE PARAPHRASED IDEA IS SPECIFIC OR LOCATED IN A PARTICULAR SECTION OF THE SOURCE.
CMOS RECOMMENDS INCLUDING PAGE NUMBERS WHEN THE PARAPHRASED MATERIAL IS CLOSELY TIED TO A SPECIFIC PASSAGE OR
WHEN THE SOURCE IS LENGTHY AND POTENTIALLY DIFFICULT TO NAVIGATE. THIS PRACTICE SIGNIFICANTLY AIDS YOUR READER IN
LOCATING THE ORIGINAL IDEA, ENHANCING TRANSPARENCY AND SCHOLARLY RIGOR.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE IDEA YOU'VE PARAPHRASED FROM DR. VANCE'S 2020 BOOK IS FOUND ON PAGE 75, YOUR
PARENTHETICAL CITATION WouLD BE (VANCE 2020, 75). THIS LEVEL OF DETAIL IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN FIELDS
WHERE PRECISE SOURCING IS PARAMOUNT. ALWAYS CONSIDER THE CLARITY AND HELPFULNESS TO YOUR READER WHEN DECIDING
WHETHER TO INCLUDE PAGE NUMBERS FOR INDIRECT QUOTATIONS.

HANDLING SOURCES WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS

\W/HEN CITING SOURCES WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS USING THE PARENTHETICAL SYSTEM IN CHICAGO STYLE, THE FORMAT ADAPTS.
FOR TWO AUTHORS, YOU WOULD LIST BOTH LAST NAMES CONNECTED BY “AND,” FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR AND PAGE NUMBER IF
APPLICABLE (£.G., SMITH AND JoNes 2018, 42). FOR THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, YOU CITE THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME
FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR (E.G., GARCIA ET AL. 2019, 110).

[T IS ESSENTIAL TO BE CONSISTENT WITH YOUR CITATION STYLE THROUGHOUT YOUR DOCUMENT. THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC
INFORMATION FOR ALL CITED SOURCES, INCLUDING THOSE PARAPHRASED, MUST BE LISTED IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END OF
YOUR PAPER IF YOU ARE USING THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. THIS ENSURES READERS CAN FIND THE COMPLETE PUBLICATION
DETAILS FOR EVERY SOURCE YOU REFERENCED.

NoTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM FOR INDIRECT QUOTATIONS

THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IN CHICAGO STYLE USES NUMBERED FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES TO CITE SOURCES. FOR
INDIRECT QUOTATIONS, A SUPERSCRIPT NUMBER IS PLACED AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE OR CLAUSE CONTAINING THE
PARAPHRASED INFORMATION, PRECEDING THE FINAL PUNCTUATION. THIS NUMBER CORRESPONDS TO A NOTE AT THE BOTTOM OF
THE PAGE (FOOTNOTE) OR AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT (ENDNOTE) THAT PROVIDES THE SOURCE INFORMATION.

THE FIRST TIME A SOURCE IS CITED IN A NOTE, THE CITATION SHOULD BE RELATIVELY COMPLETE, TYPICALLY INCLUDING THE
AUTHOR'S NAME, THE TITLE OF THE WORK, AND PUBLICATION INFORMATION, ALONG WITH THE PAGE NUMBER(S) FROM WHICH THE
INFORMATION WAS DRAWN. SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME SOURCE CAN BE SHORTENED TO THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME
AND THE PAGE NUMBER, OR EVEN "IgID.” (IF IT'S THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING NOTE) FOLLOWED BY THE PAGE NUMBER. THIS
SYSTEM ALLOWS FOR DETAILED SOURCE ATTRIBUTION WITHOUT INTERRUPTING THE MAIN TEXT.

STRUCTURE OF FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES FOR PARAPHRASES

A TYPICAL FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE FOR AN INDIRECT QUOTATION IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM WOULD INCLUDE THE
AUTHOR'S FULL NAME, THE FULL TITLE OF THE BOOK OR ARTICLE (ITALICIZED), PUBLICATION DETAILS (PLACE, PUBLISHER,
YEAR), AND CRUCIALLY, THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER(S) WHERE THE PARAPHRASED IDEA CAN BE FOUND. FOR EXAMPLE, A FIRST
NOTE MIGHT LOOK LIKE THIS: 1. ELEANOR V ANCE, THEORIES OF Discourse (CHICAGO: UNIVERSITY oF CHICAGO PRESS,
2020), 75.

FOR SUBSEQUENT NOTES REFERENCING THE SAME WORK, THE FORMAT IS SHORTENED. IF IT'S THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING NOTE,
YOU WOULD USE: 2. |gID., 78. IF IT'S A DIFFERENT NOTE BUT THE SOURCE HAS BEEN CITED BEFORE, YOU WOULD USE: 3. VANCE,
THeoRIES OF DISCOURSE, 92. ALTERNATIVELY, A BRIEF CITATION IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE: 3. VANCE, 92. CONSISTENCY IN USING
THE BRIEF CITATION FORMAT IS KEY.

DiISTINGUISHING BETWEEN DIRECT AND INDIRECT CITATIONS IN NOTES

W/HEN USING THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE NOTE ITSELF TO CLARIFY WHETHER THE INFORMATION
PRESENTED IS A DIRECT QUOTATION OR AN INDIRECT ONE. WHILE THE FORMAT OF THE NOTE OFTEN IMPLIES AN INDIRECT



QUOTATION, EXPLICITLY STATING THIS CAN ADD CLARITY, PARTICULARLY IF THE PARAPHRASED CONTENT IS EXTENSIVE OR
NUANCED. HO\X/EVER, STANDARD CHICAGO STYLE PRACTICE OFTEN RELIES ON THE ABSENCE OF QUOTATION MARKS IN THE NOTE
AND IN THE TEXT TO INDICATE AN INDIRECT QUOTATION.

IF YOU ARE DIRECTLY QUOTING A SOURCE WITHIN YOUR TEXT, THE QUOTATION MARKS ARE PRESENT IN THE MAIN BODY OF
YOUR WRITING, AND THE NOTE WOULD SIMPLY CITE THE SOURCE AND PAGE NUMBER. FOR INDIRECT QUOTATIONS, THE MAIN TEXT
DOES NOT HAVE QUOTATION MARKS, AND THE NOTE PROVIDES THE SOURCE DETAILS FOR THE PARAPHRASED IDEA. THe
BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY WILL ALWAYS PROVIDE FULL DETAILS REGARDLESS OF WHETHER IT’'S A DIRECT OR INDIRECT QUOTATION.

DISTINGUISHING INDIRECT QUOTATIONS FROM DIRECT QUOTATIONS

THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN INDIRECT QUOTATION AND A DIRECT QUOTATION LIES IN THE USE OF THE SOURCE
AUTHOR'S EXACT WORDS. DIRECT QUOTATIONS REPRODUCE VERBATIM PASSAGES FROM A SOURCE, ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION
MARKS IN THE TEXT. INDIRECT QUOTATIONS, CONVERSELY, REPHRASE THE SOURCE’S IDEAS IN YOUR OWN WORDS AND SENTENCE
STRUCTURES, WITHOUT QUOTATION MARKS.

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE STRONGLY ADVISES USING DIRECT QUOTATIONS SPARINGLY AND ONLY WHEN THE ORIGINAL
\WORDING IS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT, MEMORABLE, OR DIFFICULT TO REPHRASE WITHOUT LOSING ESSENTIAL MEANING.
INDIRECT QUOTATIONS ARE GENERALLY PREFERRED FOR INTEGRATING SUPPORTING EVIDENCE AND IDEAS INTO YOUR OWN PROSE
SMOOTHLY AND CONCISELY. BOTH REQUIRE ACCURATE ATTRIBUTION, BUT THE PRESENTATION IN THE MAIN TEXT DIFFERS
SIGNIFICANTLY.

WHEN TO CHOOSE AN INDIRECT QUOTATION

INDIRECT QUOTATIONS ARE IDEAL FOR SUMMARIZING AN AUTHOR'S ARGUMENT , EXPLAINING A CONCEPT FROM A SOURCE, OR
INCORPORATING A FACT OR STATISTIC. THEY ALLOW YOU TO MAINTAIN YOUR OWN WRITING VOICE AND FLOW/, INTEGRATING
EXTERNAL INFORMATION SEAMLESSLY. |F THE PRECISE WORDING OF THE SOURCE IS NOT CRUCIAL TO YOUR ARGUMENT, OR IF YOU
NEED TO CONDENSE INFORMATION FROM A LONGER PASSAGE, PARAPHRASING IS THE MORE APPROPRIATE CHOICE.

For INSTANCE, IF A SCHOLAR PRESENTS A LENGTHY EXPLANATION OF A THEORY, YOU MIGHT USE AN INDIRECT QUOTATION TO
SUMMARIZE THAT EXPLANATION EFFICIENTLY, FOLLOWED BY YOUR ANALYSIS OR CRITIQUE. THIS DEMONSTRATES YOUR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE THEORY WITHOUT BURDENING YOUR READER WITH THE FULL ORIGINAL TEXT. IT ALSO SHOWS YOUR
ABILITY TO SYNTHESIZE COMPLEX INFORMATION.

MAINTAINING YOUR VOICE WHILE INCORPORATING SOURCE MATERIAL

A SUCCESSFUL INDIRECT QUOTATION SHOULD SOUND LIKE IT BELONGS IN YOUR PAPER. THIS MEANS INTEGRATING THE
PARAPHRASED MATERIAL SO THAT IT FLOWS LOGICALLY WITH YOUR OWN SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS. AVOID ABRUPT
TRANSITIONS OR AWKW ARD PHRASING. INTRODUCE THE PARAPHRASED IDEA SMOOTHLY, PERHAPS BY STATING THE AUTHOR'S
NAME OR THE GENERAL TOPIC BEING DISCUSSED.

FOR EXAMPLE, INSTEAD OF JUST STATING A PARAPHRASED FACT, YOU MIGHT WRITE: “ACCORDING TO DR. VANCE'S RESEARCH,
THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE POLICY WAS SUBSTANTIAL (VANCE 2020, 15).” THIS CONSTRUCTION CLEARLY ATTRIBUTES
THE IDEA AND INTEGRATES IT INTO YOUR SENTENCE STRUCTURE. THE GOAL IS TO MAKE THE BORROWED IDEA A NATURAL PART
OF YOUR OWN DISCOURSE, RATHER THAN AN OBVIOUSLY INSERTED SEGMENT.

CoMMON CHALLENGES AND BEST PRACTICES FOR INDIRECT QUOTATIONS

ONE OF THE MOST COMMON CHALLENGES WHEN USING INDIRECT QUOTATIONS IS THE RISK OF UNINTENTIONAL PLAGIARISM. THIS
CAN OCCUR IF THE PARAPHRASE IS TOO CLOSE TO THE ORIGINAL WORDING OR STRUCTURE, EVEN IF THE SOURCE IS CITED.
ANOTHER CHALLENGE IS MISINTERPRETING THE SOURCE MATERIAL, LEADING TO INACCURATE REPRESENTATION. To MITIGATE
THESE ISSUES, WRITERS SHOULD ADOPT BEST PRACTICES THAT EMPHASIZE CAREFUL READING, THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING, AND
METICULOUS CITATION.

PRIORITIZING COMPREHENSION OVER MERE REWORDING IS KEY. BEFORE YOU WRITE, ENSURE YOU TRULY UNDERSTAND THE



SOURCE'S ARGUMENT. THEN, PUT THE SOURCE MATERIAL ASIDE AND WRITE YOUR PARAPHRASE FROM MEMORY. FINALLY,
COMPARE YOUR PARAPHRASE WITH THE ORIGINAL TO CHECK FOR ACCURACY IN MEANING AND SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES IN
WORDING AND STRUCTURE. THIS PROCESS HELPS TO ENSURE THAT YOU ARE NOT INADVERTENTLY COPYING THE SOURCE'S
PHRASING.

AVOIDING PATCHWRITING AND ACCIDENTAL PLAGIARISM

PATCHWRITING OCCURS WHEN A WRITER ATTEMPTS TO PARAPHRASE BY CHANGING ONLY A FEW WORDS OR REARRANGING
SENTENCE ELEMENTS OF THE ORIGINAL SOURCE WITHOUT TRULY TRANSFORMING THE LANGUAGE. THIS IS A FORM OF PLAGIARISM.
To Aavod IT, ENGAGE DEEPLY WITH THE SOURCE MATERIAL. UNDERSTAND THE CORE IDEAS AND THEN RECONSTRUCT THEM
ENTIRELY IN YOUR OWN WORDS AND SENTENCE STRUCTURES. IT IS ALSO HELPFUL TO CREATE AN OUTLINE OF THE SOURCE'S
MAIN POINTS BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO WRITE YOUR PARAPHRASE.

ALWAYS CITE YOUR SOURCES, EVEN FOR PARAPHRASED MATERIAL. THE CITATION IS YOUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE ORIGINAL
AUTHOR'S CONTRIBUTION. W/ITHOUT PROPER ATTRIBUTION, EVEN A WELL-PARAPHRASED IDEA CAN BE CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM.
DOUBLE-CHECKING YOUR CITATIONS AGAINST YOUR NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY IS A CRUCIAL STEP IN THE WRITING PROCESS.

THE IMPORTANCE OF A STRONG BIBLIOGRAPHY /W oRkS CITED PAGE

W/HETHER YOU ARE USING THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM OR THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, A COMPREHENSIVE AND
ACCURATELY FORMATTED BIBLIOGRAPHY OR WORKS CITED PAGE IS ESSENTIAL. THIS PAGE PROVIDES THE FULL PUBLICATION
DETAILS FOR EVERY SOURCE REFERENCED IN YOUR PAPER, ALLOWING READERS TO LOCATE THE ORIGINAL MATERIALS. IN CHICAGO
STYLE, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS USUALLY ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME.

FOR THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY TYPICALLY INCLUDES MORE COMPLETE PUBLICATION INFORMATION
THAN THE INITIAL NOTE FOR EACH SOURCE. FOR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SERVES AS THE PRIMARY LISTING
OF ALL SOURCES CITED. ENSURING THAT EVERY SOURCE MENTIONED IN YOUR TEXT IS LISTED IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND VICE
VERSA, IS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND FOLLOWS THE CHICAGO STYLE INDIRECT QUOTATION FORMAT
GUIDELINES.

WHEN To UsE INDIRECT QUOTATIONS EFFECTIVELY

INDIRECT QUOTATIONS ARE MOST EFFECTIVE WHEN THEY SERVE TO SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENT, ILLUSTRATE A POINT, OR
PROVIDE BACKGROUND INFORMATION THAT IS RELEVANT TO YOUR DISCUSSION BUT DOES NOT REQUIRE VERBATIM
REPRESENTATION. THEY ARE EXCELLENT FOR DEMONSTRATING YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF A TOPIC BY SYNTHESIZING INFORMATION
FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES INTO YOUR OWN COHESIVE NARRATIVE. BY USING INDIRECT QUOTATIONS JUDICIOUSLY, YOU CAN
CRAFT A MORE FLUID AND INTEGRATED ARGUMENT.

CONSIDER USING INDIRECT QUOTATIONS WHEN YOU NEED TO:

® SUMMARIZE A LENGTHY ARGUMENT FROM A SOURCE.

® EXPLAIN A CONCEPT OR THEORY INTRODUCED BY ANOTHER SCHOLAR.

INTEGRATE FACTUAL DATA OR STATISTICS INTO YOUR ANALYSIS.
e CONTRAST OR COMPARE IDEAS FROM DIFFERENT SOURCES.
® PROVIDE CONTEXT FOR YOUR OWN RESEARCH OR ARGUMENTS.
THE EFFECTIVE USE OF INDIRECT QUOTATIONS ENHANCES THE READABILITY AND PERSUASIVENESS OF YOUR WRITING, MAKING IT A

CORNERSTONE OF STRONG SCHOLARLY WORK. REMEMBER THAT THE GOAL IS ALWAYS TO INTEGRATE INFORMATION ETHICALLY
AND CLEARLY, SUPPORTING YOUR OWN VOICE AND ARGUMENT.



FAQ

QZ \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF AN INDIRECT QUOTATION IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF AN INDIRECT QUOTATION IN CHICAGO STYLE IS TO CONVEY THE IDEAS, ARGUMENTS, OR FINDINGS
OF ANOTHER SOURCE IN YOUR OWN \WORDS AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE WHILE ACCURATELY ATTRIBUTING THE ORIGINAL
AUTHOR. THIS ALLOWS FOR THE SEAMLESS INTEGRATION OF EXTERNAL INFORMATION INTO YOUR OWN WRITING WITHOUT
DISRUPTING THE FLOW WITH VERBATIM PASSAGES.

Q: How poes THE CHICAGO STYLE INDIRECT QUOTATION FORMAT DIFFER FROM A
DIRECT QUOTATION?

A: THE MAIN DIFFERENCE IS THAT DIRECT QUOTATIONS USE THE EXACT WORDS OF THE SOURCE, ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION
MARKS, WHEREAS INDIRECT QUOTATIONS PARAPHRASE OR SUMMARIZE THE SOURCE’S IDEAS USING THE WRITER'S OWN WORDS
AND SENTENCE STRUCTURES, WITHOUT QUOTATION MARKS. BOTH REQUIRE ATTRIBUTION.

QI \WHEN USING THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM , WHAT INFORMATION IS TYPICALLY
INCLUDED IN A NOTE FOR AN INDIRECT QUOTATION?

A: FOR AN INDIRECT QUOTATION USING THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE NOTE TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S FULL
NAME, THE TITLE OF THE WORK, PUBLICATION DETAILS, AND THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER(S) \WHERE THE PARAPHRASED IDEA CAN
BE FOUND. SUBSEQUENT NOTES CAN BE SHORTENED.

QZ IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM ;, WHAT IS THE STANDARD FORMAT FOR A
PARENTHETICAL CITATION OF AN INDIRECT QUOTATION?

A: THE STANDARD FORMAT FOR A PARENTHETICAL CITATION IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME
FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, ENCLOSED IN PARENTHESES. PAGE NUMBERS ARE OFTEN INCLUDED FOR GREATER
SPECIFICITY, FOR EXAMPLE: (SMiITH 2022, 105).

Q: Is IT ALWAYS NECESSARY TO INCLUDE PAGE NUMBERS FOR INDIRECT QUOTATIONS IN
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: WHILE NOT ALWAYS STRICTLY MANDATORY FOR INDIRECT QUOTATIONS IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE CHICAGO
MANUAL OF STYLE RECOMMENDS INCLUDING PAGE NUMBERS WHEN THE PARAPHRASED MATERIAL IS CLOSELY TIED TO A SPECIFIC
PASSAGE OR IF THE SOURCE IS LENGTHY. THIS ENHANCES CLARITY AND HELPS THE READER LOCATE THE ORIGINAL IDEA.

Q: WHAT IS “PATCHWRITING,” AND HOW CAN | AVOID IT WHEN PARAPHRASING IN
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: PATCHWRITING IS A FORM OF PLAGIARISM WHERE A WRITER CHANGES ONLY A FEW WORDS OR REARRANGES SENTENCE
ELEMENTS OF THE ORIGINAL SOURCE WITHOUT TRULY TRANSFORMING THE LANGUAGE. 1O AVOID IT, THOROUGHLY UNDERSTAND
THE SOURCE, PUT IT ASIDE, AND WRITE YOUR PARAPHRASE FROM MEMORY , THEN COMPARE IT TO THE ORIGINAL FOR ACCURACY
AND STRUCTURAL DIFFERENCES.

Q: How po | CITE A SOURCE WITH THREE OR MORE AUTHORS WHEN USING
PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS FOR INDIRECT QUOTATIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: \WHEN A SOURCE HAS THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, YOU CITE THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND
1



THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOr ExampLE: (GARCIA ET AL. 2019).

Q: WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IN CHICAGO STYLE WHEN USING INDIRECT
QUOTATIONS?

A: THE BIBLIOGRAPHY (OR W orks CITED PAGE) IN CHICAGO STYLE PROVIDES THE FULL PUBLICATION DETAILS FOR ALL
SOURCES CITED IN THE TEXT, INCLUDING THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN INDIRECTLY QUOTED. IT ALLOWS READERS TO LOCATE THE
ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIALS AND IS CRUCIAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.
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