
chicago style indirect citation examples
Mastering Chicago Style Indirect Citation Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style indirect citation examples are crucial for academic and professional writing,
ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. Understanding how to paraphrase and
summarize sources accurately within the Chicago Manual of Style is a fundamental skill for any
scholar. This guide will delve deep into the intricacies of indirect citations, providing clear examples
for various source types. We will cover the core principles of paraphrasing, summarizing, and
distinguishing them from direct quotations, all within the framework of Chicago style's footnote and
author-date systems. Mastering these techniques will not only enhance the credibility of your work
but also demonstrate your commitment to scholarly integrity.
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Understanding Indirect Citations in Chicago Style

An indirect citation, in essence, is a reference to a source that does not involve directly quoting the
author's words. Instead, it involves restating the author's ideas, arguments, or findings in your own
words. This can take the form of a paraphrase, where you closely rephrase a specific passage, or a
summary, where you condense a larger section of the source into a more concise statement. Chicago
style, like other academic citation systems, mandates that all such borrowed ideas be attributed to
their original source to give credit where it is due and to allow readers to locate the original material
if they wish.

The fundamental principle behind indirect citations is intellectual honesty. When you incorporate
someone else's thoughts into your own writing, even if you've reworded them extensively, the
underlying idea still belongs to the original author. Failing to acknowledge this debt constitutes
plagiarism, a serious academic offense. Chicago style, through its detailed guidelines on both
footnote and author-date systems, provides a robust framework for making these acknowledgments
clearly and consistently.



The Importance of Paraphrasing and Summarizing

Paraphrasing and summarizing are distinct but equally vital tools for incorporating external
information into your writing. Paraphrasing involves restating a specific passage from a source in
your own words, maintaining the original meaning but altering the sentence structure and
vocabulary. It is often used to clarify complex ideas or to integrate a specific point smoothly into
your own argument. Summarizing, on the other hand, involves condensing the main points of a
larger body of text, such as an entire article or chapter, into a brief overview. Both require a deep
understanding of the source material and the ability to express it accurately and concisely.

The primary benefit of using indirect citations, through paraphrasing and summarizing, is that it
allows you to demonstrate your comprehension of the source material. By putting ideas into your
own words, you show that you have processed and understood the information, rather than merely
copying it. This also helps to maintain the flow and voice of your own writing, preventing your paper
from becoming a patchwork of quotations. Furthermore, it allows you to selectively use the most
relevant information from a source, rather than being bound by the exact wording of a direct quote.

When to Use Indirect Citations

Indirect citations are generally preferred over direct quotations in many academic contexts. You
should opt for an indirect citation when the specific wording of the original source is not particularly
important, but the idea or information itself is crucial to your argument. This includes situations
where you want to:

Integrate factual information or data into your narrative.

Explain a concept or theory introduced by another author.

Synthesize ideas from multiple sources into a broader point.

Streamline your writing by condensing lengthy passages.

Avoid overusing direct quotations, which can disrupt the flow of your paper.

However, there are instances where a direct quotation might be more appropriate. This is typically
when the author's precise wording is significant, perhaps due to its eloquence, impact, or because
you are analyzing the language itself. In such cases, a direct quote is necessary to preserve the
original impact and nuance. But for the vast majority of instances where you are drawing upon the
knowledge or ideas of others, paraphrasing and summarizing, followed by an indirect citation, are
the most effective methods.



Chicago Style: Footnote and Author-Date Systems

Chicago style offers two primary citation systems: the notes and bibliography system (often referred
to as the footnote system) and the author-date system. Both systems require you to provide a
reference for indirect citations, but the format of the in-text citation and the bibliography/reference
list differs. Understanding which system your instructor or publication requires is the first step in
correctly implementing Chicago style indirect citations.

In the footnote system, a superscript number is placed in the text after the paraphrased or
summarized information. This number corresponds to a note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or
at the end of the document (endnote). The note contains the full bibliographic information for the
source the first time it is cited, and a shortened version for subsequent citations. The bibliography at
the end of the paper provides a full list of all sources consulted. The author-date system, conversely,
uses parenthetical citations within the text, typically including the author's last name and the year of
publication (e.g., Smith 2023). A reference list at the end of the paper provides the full bibliographic
details for each source cited in the text.

Crafting Effective Chicago Style Indirect Citations

Creating effective indirect citations in Chicago style involves more than just changing a few words.
It requires genuine comprehension of the source material and the ability to re-express it accurately
in your own voice. When paraphrasing, ensure you are not simply rearranging words or substituting
synonyms. You need to restructure the entire sentence and convey the meaning using your own
vocabulary and grammatical constructions. For summaries, you must identify the core arguments
and supporting evidence and condense them into a concise overview.

Crucially, every piece of information that is not common knowledge or your own original idea must
be attributed. This includes statistics, theories, conclusions, and any significant points made by the
author. The goal is to integrate the source's ideas seamlessly into your own writing while clearly
signaling to the reader where those ideas originated. This clarity is paramount for academic
integrity and for allowing your readers to follow your research trail.

Indirect Citation Examples: Books

Citing indirect references to books in Chicago style requires careful attention to the specific edition
you are using and the page number(s) from which the information was drawn. Whether using the
footnote or author-date system, the principle remains the same: acknowledge the source of the idea.

Footnote System: Books

When paraphrasing or summarizing content from a book using the footnote system, the first footnote



for that source will include complete bibliographic information, including author, title, publication
details, and the specific page number(s). Subsequent footnotes for the same source will use a
shortened format.

Example (First Footnote):

1. Eleanor Vance, The History of Urban Planning in America (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2018), 45.

Example (Subsequent Footnote):

2. Vance, History of Urban Planning, 78.

Example (In-text attribution, optional but good practice):

Eleanor Vance argues that the post-war suburban boom significantly reshaped American cityscapes,
leading to increased reliance on automobiles.1

Author-Date System: Books

In the author-date system, the in-text citation includes the author's last name and the year of
publication. Page numbers are often included, especially when paraphrasing a specific idea, though
they are sometimes omitted for broader summaries. The reference list at the end of the paper will
provide full details.

Example (In-text citation):

Eleanor Vance, in her study on urban planning, highlights the profound impact of post-war
suburbanization on American cities, noting the resulting dependency on vehicular transportation
(Vance 2018, 45).

Example (Reference List Entry):

Vance, Eleanor. The History of Urban Planning in America. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2018.

Indirect Citation Examples: Journal Articles

Journal articles, with their often dense academic content, are frequently the subject of indirect
citations. The process in Chicago style involves accurately noting the author, article title, journal
name, volume, issue, and publication year, along with page numbers.

Footnote System: Journal Articles

The first footnote for a journal article will include all necessary bibliographic details. Subsequent



footnotes will use a shortened form.

Example (First Footnote):

3. David Chen, "The Evolution of Digital Archiving," Journal of Information Science 45, no. 3 (2019):
210.

Example (Subsequent Footnote):

4. Chen, "Digital Archiving," 215.

Example (In-text attribution):

The rapid advancement of digital technologies has necessitated new approaches to preserving
historical records, as David Chen explains in his research on digital archiving.3

Author-Date System: Journal Articles

The author-date system requires the author's name and publication year in the in-text citation, with
a full entry in the reference list.

Example (In-text citation):

The ongoing development of digital tools has spurred the creation of innovative methods for the
preservation of historical documentation (Chen 2019, 210).

Example (Reference List Entry):

Chen, David. "The Evolution of Digital Archiving." Journal of Information Science 45, no. 3 (2019):
208-225.

Indirect Citation Examples: Websites

Citing websites can be more fluid due to the changing nature of online content. Chicago style
guidelines emphasize providing enough information for the reader to locate the specific page or
document.

Footnote System: Websites

For websites, the footnote should include the author (if known), title of the specific page or
document, name of the website, the URL, and the date of access. If a publication date is available, it
should also be included.

Example (Footnote with publication date):



5. "Climate Change Impacts on Coastal Regions," National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.noaa.gov/climate-impacts.

Example (Footnote without publication date):

6. Maria Rodriguez, "Benefits of Mindfulness Meditation," Psychology Today, updated March 15,
2022, accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.psychologytoday.com/mindfulness.

Author-Date System: Websites

The author-date system for websites is similar, with the author and year (if available) in the
parenthetical citation. If no specific author is listed, the organization or website name is used.

Example (In-text citation with organization as author):

Research indicates a direct correlation between rising global temperatures and increased instances
of extreme weather events (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, n.d.).

Example (Reference List Entry):

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. "Climate Change Impacts on Coastal Regions."
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.noaa.gov/climate-impacts.

Example (In-text citation with individual author):

The practice of mindfulness meditation has been shown to offer significant mental health benefits
(Rodriguez 2022).

Example (Reference List Entry):

Rodriguez, Maria. "Benefits of Mindfulness Meditation." Psychology Today. Updated March 15,
2022. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.psychologytoday.com/mindfulness.

Indirect Citation Examples: Interviews

Interviews, whether conducted by you or by someone else, require proper attribution when their
content is referenced indirectly.

Footnote System: Interviews

For interviews you have conducted, the footnote should include the interviewee's name, the context
of the interview (e.g., "interview by author"), and the date it took place.

Example (Interview conducted by author):



7. Sarah Lee, interview by author, July 15, 2023.

If you are referencing an interview that has been published or archived, provide the relevant
publication details.

Example (Published interview):

8. John Smith, interview by Emily Carter, The New York Times, May 10, 2023.

Author-Date System: Interviews

The author-date system for interviews conducted by the author usually doesn't require a separate
reference list entry, but the information is typically provided in the text or a footnote. For published
or archived interviews, a reference list entry is needed.

Example (In-text attribution, interview conducted by author):

According to Sarah Lee, the challenges of remote work have necessitated significant adjustments in
team communication strategies (interview by author, July 15, 2023).

Example (Reference List Entry for published interview):

Smith, John. Interview by Emily Carter. The New York Times, May 10, 2023.

Indirect Citation Examples: Other Source Types

Chicago style is adaptable to a wide range of source materials, including government documents,
unpublished manuscripts, and multimedia. The core principle of providing sufficient detail for
retrieval remains consistent.

Footnote System: Government Documents

Government documents often have unique citation requirements. The footnote should generally
include the agency responsible, the title of the document, and relevant identifiers like report
numbers or dates.

Example (Footnote):

9. U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics
Summary, May 2022, Report No. 11-2392.



Author-Date System: Government Documents

The author-date system uses the issuing agency as the author and the year of publication.

Example (In-text citation):

Data on employment trends indicate a steady increase in service sector jobs (U.S. Department of
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics 2022).

Example (Reference List Entry):

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Occupational Employment Statistics
Summary, May 2022. Report No. 11-2392.

Footnote System: Unpublished Manuscripts

For unpublished materials, provide as much information as possible to identify the item, including
author, title, the nature of the document (e.g., letter, manuscript), and its location or collection.

Example (Footnote):

10. Amelia Dubois, letter to Henry James, October 5, 1898, Amelia Dubois Papers, Special
Collections, University Library.

Author-Date System: Unpublished Manuscripts

This system typically relies on footnotes for unpublished materials, but if an author-date system is
strictly enforced, one might adapt by using the date of creation and a descriptive identifier.

Example (In-text attribution, adapted):

Amelia Dubois's correspondence from October 1898 reveals her initial reservations about the novel's
reception (Dubois, letter, 1898).

Example (Reference List Entry):

Dubois, Amelia. Letter to Henry James. October 5, 1898. Amelia Dubois Papers, Special Collections,
University Library.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Indirect Citations

One of the most frequent errors in indirect citations is insufficient paraphrasing, where a passage is
altered only slightly from the original. This often involves changing a few words or reordering
clauses without fundamentally restructuring the sentence or using your own vocabulary. Another



common mistake is failing to cite at all, assuming that because the words are different, the idea does
not need attribution. This is a critical misunderstanding of plagiarism.

Inconsistency in citation format between the footnote/endnote system and the author-date system is
also a frequent issue. Writers may mix elements of both or incorrectly apply the rules for shortened
notes or reference list entries. Furthermore, not all writers adequately distinguish between
paraphrasing (rephrasing a specific idea) and summarizing (condensing a broader argument),
leading to citations that are either too general or too specific for the context. Ensuring accuracy in
page numbers, especially for paraphrased material, is another area where errors can occur.

Best Practices for Accurate Indirect Citations

To ensure accuracy and clarity in your Chicago style indirect citations, adopt a systematic approach.
First, thoroughly understand the source material you are referencing. Before you begin writing,
reread the passage or section you intend to paraphrase or summarize, making sure you grasp its
core meaning and any nuances. Then, write your paraphrase or summary without looking at the
original text. This forces you to use your own words and sentence structures.

Once you have drafted your indirect citation, compare it side-by-side with the original source to
ensure that you have not inadvertently copied phrases or structures. Crucially, always cite your
source immediately after the paraphrased or summarized information. Use the correct Chicago style
format for your chosen system (footnote or author-date) and ensure that your bibliography or
reference list entry is complete and accurate. Regularly consult the latest edition of the Chicago
Manual of Style or reliable online resources for specific guidance on complex or less common source
types.

Finally, make it a habit to proofread your work specifically for citation errors. Check that all
superscript numbers are correctly placed and correspond to the notes, or that your parenthetical
citations are accurate and match your reference list. Accurate and consistent indirect citations are a
hallmark of strong academic writing and a testament to your commitment to scholarly integrity.

FAQ

Q: What is the fundamental difference between a paraphrase
and a summary in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, a paraphrase restates a specific passage from a source in your own words,
closely following the original meaning but altering sentence structure and vocabulary. A summary,
conversely, condenses the main points of a larger section of text into a more concise overview. Both
require proper citation.



Q: Do I need to include page numbers for all indirect citations
in Chicago style?
A: For the footnote system, page numbers are always required for both first and subsequent notes
when citing specific information. For the author-date system, page numbers are strongly
recommended when paraphrasing a specific idea or fact, but may be omitted for broader summaries
if the context is clear. Always check your specific style guide or instructor's requirements.

Q: What if I can't find an author for a website I'm citing
indirectly in Chicago style?
A: If a website lacks a clear individual author, use the name of the organization or the website itself
as the author in your Chicago style indirect citation. For the footnote system, you would list the
organization's name. In the author-date system, the organization's name would appear in the in-text
citation and reference list.

Q: How do I cite an idea I found mentioned in one source that
is attributed to another author (a secondary source)?
A: When citing an idea from a secondary source that discusses a primary source, Chicago style
advises that you should ideally locate and consult the primary source. If that's not possible, you can
cite the secondary source that discusses the primary source, clearly indicating that you are
referencing the idea through the secondary account. The footnote might read something like: "Cited
in [Secondary Author], [Secondary Source Details], [Page Number], discussing [Primary Author]'s
work."

Q: Is it acceptable to use synonyms and rearrange sentences
to create an indirect citation in Chicago style?
A: While using synonyms and rearranging sentences are components of paraphrasing, they are
insufficient on their own to constitute a proper Chicago style indirect citation. True paraphrasing
requires a fundamental restructuring of the original sentence, using your own vocabulary and
sentence construction to convey the same meaning accurately. Merely swapping words or
reordering clauses can still be considered plagiarism if not done thoroughly.

Q: What is the role of the bibliography or reference list in
Chicago style indirect citations?
A: The bibliography (for the footnote system) or reference list (for the author-date system) provides
the complete bibliographic information for all sources cited in your paper. This allows your readers
to locate the original sources you have paraphrased or summarized, verify your information, and
explore the topic further. It is a critical component of academic integrity.



Q: How do I handle citing an idea that is common knowledge
in Chicago style?
A: Ideas that are considered common knowledge do not require citation in Chicago style. Common
knowledge includes facts that are widely known and accepted by the general public and are readily
available in numerous general sources without attribution. However, if you are unsure whether
something is common knowledge, it is always safer to cite your source.

Q: Can I use indirect citations for statistics or data in Chicago
style?
A: Yes, you absolutely can and should use indirect citations for statistics or data presented in
Chicago style. When you paraphrase or summarize statistical information from a source, you must
provide a citation indicating where you obtained that data. This allows readers to check the original
source for the full context and methodology of the data collection.
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