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Understanding Chicago Style In-Text Citations for Images

chicago style in-text citations for images presents a critical aspect of academic integrity and proper

attribution, ensuring that the visual content you incorporate into your work is acknowledged correctly.

Whether you are a student, researcher, or writer, mastering these citation methods is essential for

avoiding plagiarism and giving credit where it is due. This comprehensive guide delves into the

nuances of citing images, photographs, illustrations, and other visual media within the Chicago Manual

of Style, covering both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems. We will explore the specific

information required for different types of images, the placement of citations, and how to construct a

corresponding bibliography entry, providing clear examples to illuminate the process for seamless

integration into your academic papers.
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Why Image Citations Matter

Properly citing images in Chicago style, or any style for that matter, is fundamental to academic

honesty and intellectual property rights. Failing to attribute visual content can lead to accusations of

plagiarism, which carries significant academic penalties. Beyond avoiding academic misconduct, citing

images demonstrates respect for the creators of that visual material and allows your readers to locate

the original sources for further research or verification. It adds credibility to your work by showing that

you have engaged with and properly documented the materials you have used.

The Chicago Manual of Style, a widely respected authority on writing and citation, provides detailed

guidelines to ensure clarity and consistency. Understanding these guidelines is crucial for any writer

who wishes to present their work professionally and ethically. This includes not only acknowledging the

source of an image but also providing enough detail for your audience to find it, fostering a transparent

and verifiable academic discourse.

Key Components of an Image Citation

Regardless of the specific Chicago style system used (author-date or notes-bibliography), a robust

image citation will typically include several core pieces of information. These components help identify

the image and its origin accurately. The goal is to provide enough detail so that a reader can find the

exact image you used.



Creator/Artist Name: The person or entity responsible for creating the image.

Title of the Image: If the image has a specific title, this should be included.

Date of Creation/Publication: When the image was created or first published.

Source of the Image: Where you found the image (e.g., a book, a website, a museum

collection).

Access Information: For online images, this might include a URL and the date you accessed it.

Location Information: For physical objects like artworks or photographs in archives, this might

include the name of the museum, gallery, or archive and its location.

Chicago Style: Author-Date System for Images

The author-date system, often preferred in the social sciences and sciences, emphasizes brevity in the

text, with full details relegated to a reference list at the end of the work. When citing images in this

system, the in-text citation is concise, directing the reader to the full bibliographic entry.

Basic In-Text Citation Format

The fundamental structure for an in-text citation of an image in the author-date system involves the

creator's last name and the year of publication. This format mirrors the citation style used for textual

sources within the same system.

For example, if an image was created by Jane Doe in 2020, the in-text citation might look like this:



(Doe 2020).

Handling Different Image Sources

The specific details within the parentheses can vary depending on where the image originated. If the

image is part of a larger work, such as a book or an article, you will cite the creator of the image, not

necessarily the author of the text surrounding it. The year associated with the publication of the image

is paramount.

Image within a book: (Artist Last Name Year)

Image from a website where the creator is clear: (Creator Last Name Year)

Image from a database with no clear creator or year: You may need to use a shortened title or

identifier.

When the Author is Unknown

In instances where the creator's name is not available, Chicago style allows for alternative identifiers.

Often, you will use a shortened version of the image title or a descriptive phrase to stand in for the

author's name, followed by the year if available.

For instance, if an anonymous photograph from 1955 is used, you might cite it as ("Untitled Street

Scene" 1955) or simply (ca. 1955) if no title is present.



Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography System for Images

The notes-bibliography system, prevalent in the humanities, uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text

citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end. This system provides more space for detailed

source information within the notes.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Images

When using the notes-bibliography system, you will place a superscript number in your text at the point

where you refer to the image. This number corresponds to a footnote at the bottom of the page or an

endnote at the end of the document. The note itself will contain the citation details for the image.

The note will typically include the creator's name, the title of the image (often italicized or in quotation

marks depending on its nature), the date of creation, and the source information. For online images,

the URL and access date are crucial. For physical artworks, museum or collection details are

essential.

Creating Bibliography Entries for Images

The bibliography entry for an image in the notes-bibliography system will be more comprehensive than

the in-text citation. It should provide all the necessary information for a reader to locate the image. The

order of information is important, and typically begins with the creator's last name.

The general format for a bibliography entry for an image might be: Creator Last Name, First Name.

Title of Image. Date of Creation. Medium, Dimensions (if applicable). Collection information or Source

Publication details, Page number (if applicable). URL (if online). Accessed Date (if online).



Specific Scenarios for Notes-Bibliography

Different image sources require slight variations in the notes-bibliography format. For instance, a

painting in a museum will be cited differently than a photograph found on a personal website. The key

is to adapt the core components to fit the specific nature of the source.

Artwork in a Museum: Artist Last Name, First Name. Title of Artwork. Date of Creation. Medium,

Dimensions. Museum Name, City.

Photograph from a book: Photographer Last Name, First Name. "Title of Photograph." In Title of

Book, page numbers. Publisher, Year.

Image from a website: Creator Last Name, First Name (if known). "Title of Image or Description."

Website Name. Publication Date (if known). URL. Accessed Month Day, Year.

Common Image Types and Their Citations

The diversity of visual media means that citation practices must be adaptable. Understanding how to

cite specific types of images is crucial for accurate attribution.

Photographs and Artwork

For photographs and fine art, the creator's name, the title, and the date of creation are paramount. For

physical artworks, you must also include the location (museum, gallery) and the medium used. If you

encountered the artwork via a publication or website, that source information must also be provided.



Illustrations and Diagrams

Illustrations, charts, and diagrams can be original or found within published works. If original, attribute

them to the illustrator. If part of a book or article, cite the source publication and the illustrator if they

are identified. The clarity of the diagram's purpose and its context is often as important as its source.

Maps

Citing maps requires attention to the cartographer or publisher, the title of the map, and the year of

publication. For historical maps, provenance and archival information are vital. For digital maps, the

platform and date of access are important.

Images from Online Databases and Websites

Attributing images found online can be complex due to the sheer volume of content and potential lack

of clear authorship. Always try to identify the original creator. If the creator is unknown, use the

website or database name. The URL and access date are indispensable for online sources.

Personal Photographs

If you are using your own photographs, you are the creator. You would typically cite them by

referencing yourself, the title you've given the photograph, and the date it was taken, along with details

about where it appears in your document. For example, "Author's own photograph, 2023."



Placement of Image Citations

The placement of your in-text citation for an image is generally dictated by where the image is

discussed or referenced in your text. The citation should appear immediately after the mention of the

image or the point where its visual information is being analyzed or used.

If the image is embedded directly within your text, the citation usually follows the caption or the text

referring to it. This ensures that the attribution is directly linked to the visual element being discussed.

For the author-date system, this will be a parenthetical citation. For the notes-bibliography system, it

will be a footnote or endnote marker.

Best Practices for Citing Images in Chicago Style

To ensure accuracy and professionalism in your Chicago style in-text citations for images, adopt a

systematic approach. Always aim for clarity and completeness, providing your readers with all the

necessary information to find the original source.

Be Consistent: Whichever Chicago style system you use, maintain consistency throughout your

document in how you format image citations.

Verify Information: Double-check all details such as names, dates, and titles to ensure accuracy.

Err on the Side of Caution: If you are unsure about the copyright or attribution requirements for

an image, it is always best to cite it meticulously or seek permission.

Consult the Manual: When in doubt, refer directly to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of

Style for specific guidance.



Prioritize Original Sources: Whenever possible, trace images back to their original creators and

sources rather than relying on secondary repostings.

FAQ

Q: What is the most crucial element to include when citing an image

in Chicago style?

A: The most crucial element is accurate attribution to the creator or source, along with sufficient

information for a reader to locate the original image. This includes details like the creator's name, the

title of the image, and the source where it was found.

Q: Do I need to cite an image if I have significantly altered it?

A: Yes, even if you have altered an image, you still need to cite the original source. Chicago style

emphasizes acknowledging the origin of all incorporated material. You should also indicate in your

citation or accompanying text that the image has been altered.

Q: How do I cite an image found on social media in Chicago style?

A: For images found on social media, identify the original poster or creator if possible. Include their

username, the platform, the title of the post or image (if any), the date of the post, and the URL. Note

the date you accessed the content.

Q: What if an image has no discernible creator or title?

A: If an image lacks a creator or title, use a descriptive phrase in place of the creator's name and a

brief description in place of the title. For the author-date system, this descriptive phrase would be



enclosed in parentheses. For the notes-bibliography system, the description would appear in the note.

Always include the year or approximate date if available.

Q: Is it necessary to cite a common symbol or a widely recognized

historical image?

A: Generally, if a symbol or image is in the public domain and widely recognized, a citation may not be

strictly necessary, especially if its use is illustrative rather than representational of specific data or

artistry. However, for academic rigor and to avoid any ambiguity, it is often safer to cite even widely

known images, particularly if they are central to your argument or analysis.

Q: How do I cite an image that is part of a digital archive or database?

A: For images from digital archives or databases, cite the archive or database name as the source.

Include the name of the collection if applicable, the title of the image, the creator (if known), and the

URL or accession number. Include the date you accessed the material.

Q: When do I need to include dimensions and medium for an image

citation?

A: Dimensions and medium are typically required when citing original works of art or photographs

where these details are significant to the artwork's identity or context, particularly in the notes-

bibliography system for physical artworks. For images found online or in publications, this information

may not always be available or necessary.

Q: What is the difference between citing a photograph and citing a



painting in Chicago style?

A: While both require creator, title, and date, citing a painting usually necessitates specifying the

medium (e.g., oil on canvas) and the location of the original work (museum, gallery). A photograph

citation might focus more on the photographer, the specific print or digital version, and its publication

or online source details.
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