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Navigating Chicago Style In-Text Citations for Arts Writing

chicago style in-text citations for arts writing are an essential tool for
scholars, critics, and creators working within the vast and vibrant landscape
of the arts. Ensuring proper attribution is not merely a formality; it is
fundamental to academic integrity, intellectual honesty, and the clear
communication of your research and analysis. This comprehensive guide delves
into the intricacies of Chicago’s author-date system, a preferred method for
many in arts disciplines, and explores its application to various forms of
artistic expression, from visual art and music to literature and performance.
We will examine how to cite diverse sources accurately, common pitfalls to
avoid, and best practices for integrating citations seamlessly into your
prose, thereby enhancing the credibility and scholarly rigor of your arts
writing. Understanding these citation principles empowers you to build upon
existing scholarship, engage in meaningful dialogue with other artists and
thinkers, and present your own original contributions with confidence and
clarity.
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The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For arts writing,
particularly in fields that engage with contemporary scholarship,
dissertations, or journals favoring a more streamlined in-text presence, the
author-date system is often the preferred choice. This system requires a
brief citation directly within the text, typically including the author's
last name and the year of publication, and is then supplemented by a
comprehensive Works Cited list at the end of the document. The goal is to
provide readers with immediate context for the information presented while
also offering a clear pathway to the full bibliographic details of every
source.

The author-date system is designed for clarity and efficiency. When you
introduce information, ideas, or direct quotations from a source, you must
immediately follow it with an in-text citation. This citation acts as a
signpost, directing the reader to the corresponding entry in your Works Cited
list. The brevity of the in-text citation minimizes disruption to the flow of
your prose, making it particularly well-suited for analytical and critical
writing where the narrative and argumentation are paramount. However, the
effectiveness of this system relies heavily on meticulous accuracy in both
the in-text entries and the final bibliography.

The Author-Date System in Detail

The core principle of the author-date system is to provide enough information
in the text to identify the source without overwhelming the reader. For most
sources, this involves the author's last name and the publication year. For
example, if you are referencing a work by John Smith published in 2020, your
in-text citation would appear as (Smith 2020). This immediately tells your
reader who is responsible for the idea or statement and when it was
published, allowing them to locate the full entry in the Works Cited list.
This format is consistent across many disciplines and forms a solid
foundation for academic reporting.

When incorporating direct quotations, the author-date system requires not
only the author and year but also the page number(s) where the quote can be
found. This is crucial for readers who wish to examine the exact phrasing.
The format for a quotation would be (Smith 2020, 45). If the author's name is
mentioned in the sentence itself, you only need to include the year and page
number in parentheses: As John Smith notes, "the impact was profound" (2020,
45).



Key Components of an Author-Date Citation

An author-date in-text citation typically consists of two main components
linked to a full bibliographic entry in the Works Cited list:

Author's Last Name: This is the primary identifier of the source. If the
author is unknown, you would use a shortened version of the title.

Year of Publication: This element helps contextualize the information
chronologically and is crucial for tracking the development of ideas or
artistic trends.

Page Number (for direct quotations or specific references): This
pinpoints the exact location of the information within the source.

Variations and Special Cases

Chicago style acknowledges that not all sources conform to standard author-
year structures. For instance, if a source has no author, you use a shortened
version of the title. If a work has multiple authors, specific rules apply
for listing them in the citation. For corporate authors or organizations, the
organization's name is used in place of an individual author. Understanding
these variations ensures that your citations remain accurate and informative,
regardless of the source's origin.

Citing Visual Art in Chicago Style

Arts writing frequently involves discussing and analyzing visual art, making
accurate citation of paintings, sculptures, photographs, and other visual
media paramount. Chicago style provides clear guidelines for citing artworks
as they appear in exhibitions, galleries, or scholarly reproductions. The
fundamental principle is to provide enough information for your reader to
identify the specific artwork and, if possible, its location and the source
where you encountered it.

When citing a specific artwork that you viewed directly in an exhibition or
gallery, the in-text citation would typically include the artist's last name
and the year of the exhibition. For example, if you saw a painting by Georgia
O'Keeffe in a 2023 exhibition, you might cite it as (O'Keeffe 2023). However,
if you are referencing the artwork as it appears in a book or exhibition
catalog, the citation will follow the format for that publication, including
the artist's name, the year of the publication, and the relevant page number.



Citing Artworks from Exhibitions and Galleries

For artworks viewed in person, the Works Cited entry would include the
artist's name, the title of the artwork (italicized), the year of creation,
the medium, the dimensions, and the location of the artwork. The in-text
citation might then be simplified, especially if the artwork is central to
your discussion. For example, if discussing Van Gogh's Starry Night, and it's
a primary focus, you might first introduce it fully and then refer to it by
title. However, if you are drawing specific claims or interpretations, an in-
text citation is still necessary. A common approach for an in-text citation
when discussing an artwork from an exhibition might be to reference the
exhibition itself, if the artwork is a key component: (Smithfield Gallery
2023). If the artwork is reproduced in a catalog, the catalog citation takes
precedence.

Citing Reproductions of Artworks

When referencing an artwork through its reproduction in a book, journal
article, or exhibition catalog, the in-text citation should point to the
publication itself. The author-date system requires the author of the catalog
or book, the year of publication, and the page number where the artwork
appears. For instance, if you are discussing a reproduction of a Monet
painting found on page 112 of a book published in 2021 by art historian
Eleanor Vance, your in-text citation would be (Vance 2021, 112). The Works
Cited entry would then provide the full bibliographic details for Vance's
book.

Key Information for Visual Art Citations

When constructing your Works Cited entries for visual art, always aim to
include the following if available:

Artist's full name

Title of the artwork (italicized)

Year of creation

Medium and materials used

Dimensions of the artwork

Name of the institution or collection where the artwork is housed

For reproductions: Author of the publication, year of publication, page



number(s) of the reproduction

Citing Musical Works

The realm of music, with its diverse forms and mediums, presents unique
challenges for citation in arts writing. Whether you are analyzing a
symphony, a popular song, a jazz improvisation, or an opera, Chicago style
offers guidelines to ensure that your references are accurate and complete.

For printed musical scores, the citation closely resembles that of a book,
with the composer's name and publication year being central to the in-text
citation. If you are referencing specific passages or movements, page or
measure numbers are essential. For recorded music, the citation shifts to
focus on the recording artist, album title, and year of release, along with
track information.

Citing Recorded Music

When referencing a specific song or album, the in-text citation will
typically include the primary performing artist and the year of the
recording's release. For example, if you are discussing a track by Beyoncé
from her 2022 album Renaissance, your citation might be (Beyoncé 2022). If
you are referring to a particular track, and the album title is relevant, you
may include it in your text or Works Cited entry for clarity. For direct
quotation of lyrics, include the track number or time stamp if available.

Citing Musical Scores

For published musical scores, the citation should include the composer's last
name and the year of publication of the edition you are using. If referencing
specific sections, measures, or pages, these should be included in the in-
text citation: (Beethoven 1826, mvt. 2, 85-90) or (Bach 1721, 3). The Works
Cited entry will provide full details of the score, including the publisher
and edition information.

Key Information for Musical Citations

For recordings, essential details include:

Performing artist(s) or ensemble



Title of the album or song

Year of release

Record label (for older recordings or specific identification)

Track number or time stamp (for specific song references)

For scores, essential details include:

Composer's full name

Title of the work

Edition information

Year of publication for the edition

Movement or section numbers, and page or measure numbers

Citing Literary Works

Literary analysis is a cornerstone of arts writing, and accurately citing
novels, poetry, plays, and essays is vital. Chicago style's author-date
system provides a robust framework for acknowledging the sources of your
literary interpretations, thematic analyses, and textual evidence.

The in-text citation for literary works primarily relies on the author's last
name and the publication year of the edition you consulted. This is crucial
because different editions of the same work can have varying pagination and
even editorial changes. For plays, act and scene numbers are often used
alongside or instead of page numbers to facilitate easy reference for
readers.

Citing Novels and Short Stories

When quoting or referencing a novel or short story, the in-text citation
typically includes the author's last name and the year of the publication of
the edition you are using, followed by the page number. For example: (Austen
1813, 105). If the author's name is part of your sentence, you only need the
year and page number: In Pride and Prejudice, Austen (1813) reveals the
nuances of social hierarchy through witty dialogue (105).



Citing Poetry

For poetry, citing line numbers is standard practice, as poems often lack
page numbers or consistent pagination across editions. The in-text citation
should include the poet's last name, the year of the edition, and the line
number(s). For example: (Wordsworth 1798, ll. 1-4). For longer poems or
collections, you might include the poem title in your text or Works Cited
entry for clarity. It is also common to indicate stanza numbers if they are
distinct and helpful for reference.

Citing Plays

Citing plays typically involves referencing the act, scene, and line numbers.
The in-text citation would look something like this: (Shakespeare, Hamlet,
III.i.55-60). The year of the edition you consulted would also be included:
(Shakespeare 1603, III.i.55-60). When the play title is mentioned in the
text, you may omit it from the parenthetical citation. The Works Cited entry
will specify the edition used, which is essential for accurate attribution.

Citing Performance and Live Events

Arts writing frequently engages with ephemeral forms of expression like
theater, dance, music concerts, and live performances. Citing these events
requires a different approach than citing published materials, focusing on
the specifics of the performance itself and the documentation you might have
of it.

When discussing a live performance that you attended, the citation might
point to your personal experience or, if published reviews or recordings
exist, cite those sources. The goal is to provide your reader with a
reference point, even if the original event is no longer accessible.

Citing Theatrical and Dance Performances

For a live theater or dance performance, your in-text citation would
typically include the name of the company or production, the year of the
performance, and potentially the venue. For example: (Royal Shakespeare
Company 2022). If you are referencing a specific review of the performance,
you would cite the reviewer and the publication date. If you are citing your
own critical observations from attending, the Works Cited entry might be a
personal note or a descriptor of the event itself, with the in-text citation
serving to indicate that you are drawing from direct experience.



Citing Concerts and Live Music Events

Similar to other live performances, citing a concert would focus on the
performing artist(s) or ensemble and the date and location of the event. For
example: (The Rolling Stones, October 15, 2023, Soldier Field). If you are
referencing a live recording of the concert, you would cite that recording
according to the guidelines for recorded music. The key is to be as specific
as possible to allow the reader to understand the context of your analysis.

Handling Archival or Recorded Performances

If you are citing a recorded performance available in an archive, a special
collection, or online, you would cite the recording itself. This would
include the title of the performance, the performing group or individuals,
the date of the recording (if different from the performance date), and the
archive or platform where it is accessible. The in-text citation would then
direct the reader to the full entry in your Works Cited list.

Citing Digital and Multimedia Arts

The evolving landscape of digital and multimedia arts—including websites,
digital art installations, interactive media, and online videos—demands
flexible and precise citation practices. Chicago style accommodates these new
forms, emphasizing clarity and accessibility for the reader.

When citing digital resources, the in-text citation usually includes the
author or creator and the year of publication or last update. For online
videos or multimedia projects, it might include the creator and a shortened
title or description. The goal is always to guide the reader to the most
stable and accessible version of the source.

Citing Websites and Online Content

For websites, the in-text citation typically includes the author (or
organization if no individual author is listed) and the year of publication
or last update. If a specific page or article is referenced, the URL should
be provided in the Works Cited entry, along with the access date. For
example: (Guggenheim Museum 2023). If the author is mentioned in the text,
you would only include the year and potentially a page or paragraph number if
available: The Guggenheim Museum (2023) highlights recent acquisitions on its
website.



Citing Online Videos and Multimedia

Citing online videos, such as those found on YouTube or Vimeo, requires
identifying the uploader or creator and the year of upload. For instance, if
citing a documentary clip uploaded by "ArtHistoryChannel" in 2021, your in-
text citation would be (ArtHistoryChannel 2021). The Works Cited entry will
include the full title of the video, the uploader, the platform, and the URL.
For interactive digital art, focus on providing the artist's name, the title
of the work, and the year it was created or exhibited, along with details of
where it can be accessed or experienced.

Key Information for Digital Arts Citations

For digital and multimedia arts, it is crucial to capture:

Creator or author's name

Title of the digital work

Year of publication, upload, or creation

Name of the website, platform, or archive

URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier)

Date of access (especially for content that may change)

Relevant information such as artist, title, date of exhibition, or
specific interactive elements

Handling Specific Challenges in Arts Citation

Arts writing often involves unique source materials and situations that can
pose citation challenges. These can range from citing personal interviews and
unpublished materials to dealing with multiple authors or works with no
publication date.

Chicago style's flexibility allows for adaptation to many of these scenarios.
The guiding principle remains consistent: provide enough information for your
reader to locate the source and understand its origin, while maintaining the
integrity of your argument.



Citing Interviews and Personal Communications

When citing an interview you conducted, the in-text citation would typically
include the interviewee's last name and the date of the interview. For
example: (Jones, October 10, 2023). In your Works Cited list, you would
provide the interviewee's full name, the type of interview (e.g., "personal
interview"), and the date. For other personal communications, like emails or
letters, similar principles apply, clearly indicating the sender and the
date.

Citing Unpublished and Archival Materials

Unpublished manuscripts, archival documents, and personal papers require
detailed descriptions in the Works Cited list, including the creator, title,
date of creation, and the archive or collection where they are housed. The
in-text citation might reference the creator and date, or a specific folder
or document identifier if necessary for clarity. For instance: (Artist's
Papers, Folder 3).

Dealing with Multiple Authors and No Date

For works with more than two authors, Chicago style typically lists the first
author followed by "et al." in the in-text citation (Smith et al. 2020). For
sources without a publication date, use "n.d." (no date) in place of the
year: (Doe, n.d.). This signals to the reader that the publication date is
unknown or not applicable.

When Original Source Information is Scarce

In cases where minimal information is available for a source, such as a very
old or obscure artwork or performance, the citation should reflect the
information you do have. Be as descriptive as possible in the Works Cited
entry. If only an artist and a rough date are known, use that. The goal is
not to invent information but to accurately represent what is known about the
source.

Integrating Citations Smoothly into Arts
Writing

Effective integration of Chicago style in-text citations into your arts



writing is crucial for maintaining a strong narrative flow and argumentative
coherence. Citations should feel like natural extensions of your text, rather
than disruptive interruptions.

The placement of citations is key. They should typically follow the sentence
or clause containing the borrowed information, idea, or quotation. However,
consider the structure of your sentences and paragraphs to ensure clarity and
readability. Sometimes, it is more effective to introduce the author and year
within the sentence itself, reducing the need for a parenthetical citation.

Strategies for Seamless Citation Integration

One effective strategy is to integrate the author's name into your prose when
you first introduce their work or ideas. For example, instead of writing,
"The concept of the sublime was influential in Romantic art (Burke 1757,
201)," you could write, "Edmund Burke, in his 1757 treatise, explored the
concept of the sublime and its profound influence on Romantic art (201)."
This approach embeds the author and date more organically into the sentence
structure.

When dealing with direct quotations, ensure that the quotation is properly
introduced and contextualized. The citation should follow immediately after
the closing quotation mark. For longer block quotations, the citation
typically appears after the final punctuation mark of the quotation.

Avoiding Over-Citation

It is important to cite every piece of information that is not common
knowledge or your own original thought. However, avoid over-citing. If you
have several sentences in a row drawing from the same source, you may not
need a citation after every single sentence, especially if the source is
clearly established. A single citation at the end of a paragraph or a series
of closely related sentences can sometimes suffice, provided there is no
ambiguity about what is being cited.

Ultimately, the art of integrating citations lies in understanding your
reader and providing them with the necessary signposts without hindering
their engagement with your analysis. The clarity and precision of Chicago
style in-text citations for arts writing, when applied thoughtfully,
significantly enhance the authority and credibility of your work.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
style's author-date and notes-bibliography systems
for arts writing?
A: The author-date system uses brief in-text citations (author's last name
and year) keyed to a Works Cited list, offering a streamlined approach. The
notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a
corresponding bibliography, which can be more detailed for complex scholarly
arguments. For arts writing that prioritizes flow and contemporary
scholarship, the author-date system is often preferred.

Q: How do I cite a painting or sculpture in Chicago
style in-text, if I saw it in person at an
exhibition?
A: If you viewed an artwork directly, the in-text citation should lead to a
Works Cited entry that includes the artist, title (italicized), year of
creation, medium, and location. The in-text citation itself might be
simplified if the artwork is a primary subject, or it could reference the
exhibition if that is the context of your viewing: (Artist Last Name Year) or
(Exhibition Name Year).

Q: What is the correct format for citing a song from
a musical album in Chicago style author-date?
A: For recorded music, the in-text citation typically includes the primary
performing artist and the year of the album's release: (Artist Name Year).
For direct quotation of lyrics, you may need to include the track number or
time stamp in the Works Cited entry and potentially in your text for clarity.

Q: How do I cite a specific passage from a poem
using Chicago style in-text citations for arts
writing?
A: For poetry, you cite the poet's last name, the year of the edition you
used, and the line number(s). For example: (Eliot 1922, ll. 1-5). This is
preferred over page numbers as pagination can vary widely across editions.

Q: What should I do if the artwork or publication
I'm citing has no clear date of creation or
publication?
A: In Chicago style, when a date is unknown, you use "n.d." (no date) in
place of the year in both the in-text citation and the Works Cited entry. Be



as descriptive as possible with other available information.

Q: Can I cite a live performance I attended, even if
it's no longer accessible?
A: Yes, you can cite live performances you attended. The in-text citation
would typically include the name of the performance, company or artist, and
the date, followed by a descriptive entry in your Works Cited list detailing
the event and your direct experience.

Q: How do I handle citing a website in Chicago style
if it's frequently updated and doesn't have a clear
publication date?
A: For frequently updated websites, use the most recent date of publication
or last update available. If no date is apparent, use "n.d." In your Works
Cited entry, always include the URL and the date you accessed the page.

Q: When do I need to include page numbers in my
Chicago style in-text citations for arts writing?
A: Page numbers are mandatory for direct quotations and highly recommended
for paraphrased or summarized ideas when referencing specific points within a
source, especially in books and articles, to allow readers to locate the
exact information.
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