
chicago style in text citation author date
chicago style in text citation author date is a crucial element for academic integrity and clear
scholarly communication. Understanding how to properly attribute sources is fundamental to avoiding
plagiarism and guiding your readers effectively through your research. This comprehensive guide will
delve into the intricacies of the author-date system within the Chicago Manual of Style, offering
detailed explanations and practical examples. We will explore the core principles, various scenarios,
and best practices for implementing this citation method, ensuring your work meets the highest
academic standards. From basic in-text examples to more complex situations, this article aims to be
your definitive resource for navigating the Chicago author-date citation format.
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Understanding the Chicago Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. The author-date system is frequently employed in the sciences
and social sciences, where its straightforward approach to source attribution is highly valued. Its core
principle is to provide immediate, concise attribution directly within the text of your paper, followed
by a comprehensive list of all cited works at the end. This system prioritizes clarity and ease of
navigation for the reader, allowing them to quickly identify the source of information without needing
to consult extensive footnotes or endnotes.

This method relies on two key components: the in-text citation and the corresponding entry in the
reference list. The in-text citation typically includes the author's last name and the year of publication.
If a specific passage is being referenced, a page number is also included. The reference list,



appearing at the end of the document, provides full bibliographic details for each source cited in the
text, enabling readers to locate the original works for further study or verification. The author-date
system emphasizes a direct link between the assertion made in the text and its origin, fostering a
transparent research process.

Basic In-Text Citations

The most fundamental aspect of the Chicago author-date system is the parenthetical in-text citation.
When you quote, paraphrase, or refer to an idea from a source, you must include a brief citation
directly after the information. The standard format involves the author's last name, followed by a
comma, and then the year of publication, all enclosed in parentheses. For example, if you are
referencing a work by John Smith published in 2022, the citation would appear as (Smith 2022).

If the author's name is already mentioned in the sentence, you can omit it from the parenthetical
citation and only include the year of publication. This creates a smoother reading experience. For
instance, if you write, "According to Smith's research from 2022, the findings were significant," the
parenthetical citation would simply be (2022). This avoids redundancy and integrates the citation
seamlessly into your prose. The goal is always to attribute information clearly without disrupting the
flow of your writing.

Citing Multiple Authors

When a work has two or three authors, you must list all their last names in the in-text citation,
separated by "and." For example, if Jane Doe, Richard Roe, and Emily Poe co-authored a book
published in 2021, the citation would be (Doe, Roe, and Poe 2021).

For works with four or more authors, the Chicago author-date system simplifies the citation by listing
only the first author's last name followed by "et al." This abbreviation, meaning "and others," is
commonly understood in academic contexts. So, if a paper has authors Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta,
and Epsilon, and it was published in 2020, the in-text citation would be (Alpha et al. 2020). This
convention helps keep in-text citations concise, especially in works with extensive author lists.

Citing Works with No Author

Occasionally, you may encounter a source that lacks an identifiable author. In such cases, the Chicago
author-date system directs you to use the title of the work as the first element of the in-text citation.
If the title is short, you can use the full title. For example, a book titled "The Art of Brewing" published
in 2019 might be cited as ("Art of Brewing" 2019).

If the title is lengthy, it is advisable to use a shortened version. The title should be italicized if it is a
standalone work (like a book or journal) or enclosed in quotation marks if it is part of a larger work
(like an article in a journal or a chapter in a book). For instance, an article titled "The Evolving
Landscape of Artificial Intelligence Ethics" published in 2018 might be cited as ("Evolving Landscape"



2018). The key is to be consistent and to choose a title or shortened title that clearly identifies the
source.

Citing Works with Corporate Authors

When an organization, institution, or government agency is credited as the author of a work, it is
referred to as a corporate author. In the author-date system, you cite the name of the corporation,
institution, or government body exactly as it appears on the title page of the work. For example, a
report from the World Health Organization published in 2023 would be cited as (World Health
Organization 2023).

If the corporate author's name is very long, you may establish an abbreviation on its first use and
then employ the abbreviation for subsequent citations within the same document, provided the
abbreviation is clear and unambiguous. However, it is crucial to ensure that the abbreviation is
explained in your reference list entry as well. For instance, the first mention might be (National
Aeronautics and Space Administration [NASA] 2022), and subsequent mentions would be (NASA
2022). Always consult the specific requirements of your institution or publication regarding the use of
abbreviations for corporate authors.

Citing Secondary Sources

A secondary source is a work that cites or quotes another source. When you use information from a
secondary source, you are essentially referencing the original source through the secondary one. The
Chicago author-date system requires you to cite both the original source and the secondary source
that you consulted. The in-text citation will include the original author's name, followed by "as cited
in," then the secondary author's name, and the year of publication of the secondary source.

For example, if you are citing an idea from an original work byhistorian Jane Austen, which was
quoted in a book by contemporary scholar David Miller published in 2020, your in-text citation would
look like this: (Austen as cited in Miller 2020). In your reference list, you would only list the secondary
source (Miller's book) that you actually read and used, not the original work by Austen. This practice
acknowledges the direct source of your information while also crediting the original author's ideas.

Using Page Numbers

When you are quoting directly from a source or referring to a very specific piece of information, it is
essential to include the page number in your in-text citation. This allows readers to pinpoint the exact
location of the information within the source. The page number is added after the year of publication,
separated by a comma and preceded by "p." for a single page or "pp." for a range of pages.

For instance, a direct quote from John Smith's 2022 book on page 45 would be cited as (Smith 2022,
45). If you are referencing information that spans pages 78 through 82, the citation would be (Smith
2022, pp. 78-82). Using page numbers enhances the precision of your citations and is a critical



component of scholarly practice. Always ensure that the page numbers you provide are accurate and
correspond to the edition of the source you consulted.

The Bibliography or Reference List

The author-date system requires a comprehensive reference list, often titled "References" or
"Bibliography," at the end of your document. This list provides full bibliographic details for every
source that was cited in your text. Each entry in the reference list should correspond to an in-text
citation and contain enough information for a reader to locate the original source.

Entries in the reference list are typically alphabetized by the author's last name. If a work has no
author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. The format of each entry varies
depending on the type of source (book, journal article, website, etc.), but generally includes the
author's name, publication year, title of the work, and publication information (publisher, journal
name, volume, issue, page numbers, URL, etc.). Consistent formatting within the reference list is
paramount for professionalism and clarity.

Key Differences from Notes-Bibliography System

The primary distinction between the Chicago author-date system and the notes-bibliography system
lies in the format and placement of citation information. In the author-date system, citations are
embedded directly within the text as parenthetical notes, each followed by a corresponding full entry
in a reference list. Conversely, the notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citation,
with a separate bibliography at the end listing all sources in alphabetical order.

The author-date system is often favored in disciplines that prioritize immediate source identification
and a clean textual presentation, such as many scientific and social science fields. The notes-
bibliography system, on the other hand, is more common in humanities disciplines like history and
literature, where it can accommodate extensive explanatory notes and a richer narrative flow. Both
systems aim for accuracy and transparency, but they achieve these goals through different structural
approaches to citation.

Common Errors to Avoid

Several common mistakes can undermine the effectiveness of Chicago style in-text citations. One
frequent error is inconsistency in formatting; ensure that all citations follow the same pattern,
whether it's the inclusion of page numbers, the use of "et al.," or the capitalization of titles. Another
pitfall is omitting citations altogether, which constitutes plagiarism, or providing incomplete citations
that do not allow readers to locate the source.

Misinterpreting when to use page numbers is also a common issue. Remember to include them for
direct quotes and specific factual references, but generally omit them for paraphrases or general
discussions of an author's ideas. Furthermore, ensure that the author's name and year in the in-text



citation accurately match the information in your reference list. A mismatch between the in-text
citation and the reference list entry can confuse readers and cast doubt on the accuracy of your work.

Finally, remember to correctly format titles within citations. Standalone works like books should be
italicized, while articles or chapters within larger works should be enclosed in quotation marks. Paying
close attention to these details ensures your citations are accurate, professional, and adhere to the
rigorous standards of the Chicago Manual of Style author-date system.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of the Chicago style author-
date in-text citation?
A: The primary purpose of the Chicago style author-date in-text citation is to provide immediate and
concise attribution for information, ideas, and direct quotations from sources within the body of your
text, allowing readers to quickly identify the origin of the material and consult the full reference in the
bibliography.

Q: How do I cite a source with an unknown author using the
Chicago author-date system?
A: When a source has no identifiable author, you cite it in the text by using the title of the work. If the
title is short, use the full title. If it is long, use a shortened version. Titles of standalone works (like
books) are italicized, and titles of parts of larger works (like articles) are enclosed in quotation marks.
The year of publication follows the title.

Q: When should I include page numbers in my Chicago author-
date citations?
A: You must include page numbers in your Chicago author-date in-text citations whenever you are
quoting directly from a source or when you are referring to specific factual information, a particular
argument, or a distinct passage. For paraphrases or general discussions of an author's ideas, page
numbers are typically not required unless you are referencing a specific section.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a source with three authors
in Chicago style author-date?
A: For a source with three authors, you list the last names of all three authors in the in-text citation,
separated by commas, with "and" before the last name. For example: (Doe, Roe, and Poe 2021).



Q: How do I handle citing a work with more than three authors
in the Chicago author-date system?
A: When a work has four or more authors, you cite only the last name of the first author followed by
"et al." and the year of publication. For example, if the authors are Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, and
Epsilon, and the publication year is 2020, the citation would be (Alpha et al. 2020).

Q: What is the difference between the reference list and the
bibliography in Chicago style?
A: In the author-date system, the list of cited sources at the end of the document is typically called a
"References" list. If you include all sources consulted, even those not directly cited, it is usually called
a "Bibliography." However, many instructors and publications use "Bibliography" to refer to the list of
cited works even in the author-date system. The key is to ensure it contains the full details of all
sources mentioned in the in-text citations.

Q: Can I abbreviate corporate author names in Chicago style
author-date citations?
A: Yes, you can abbreviate corporate author names in Chicago style author-date citations, but only
after you have established the abbreviation on its first use. The full name should be used in the first
citation, followed by the abbreviation in parentheses, e.g., (World Health Organization [WHO] 2023).
Subsequent citations can then use the abbreviation, e.g., (WHO 2023). Ensure the abbreviation is also
explained in your reference list.

Q: Does the Chicago author-date system require a separate
list of works consulted?
A: The Chicago author-date system requires a "References" list that includes all sources cited in the
text. If you choose to include sources that you consulted but did not cite directly, this expanded list is
typically called a "Bibliography." The primary requirement is the accurate listing of all in-text cited
sources.
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