
chicago style humanities specific
examples
chicago style humanities specific examples are crucial for academic writers
navigating the intricate world of scholarly citation and formatting. This comprehensive
guide delves into the practical application of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) within
various humanities disciplines, offering clarity and demonstrating best practices for citing
sources. We will explore how CMOS, with its distinct note-and-bibliography or author-date
systems, impacts research in fields like literature, history, philosophy, art history, and
classics. By providing detailed, discipline-specific examples, this article aims to equip
students, researchers, and educators with the confidence to apply CMOS correctly,
ensuring academic integrity and facilitating clear communication of research findings.
Understanding these nuances is key to presenting scholarly work that adheres to
established academic conventions.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers a
comprehensive set of rules for writing and citation, particularly favored in the humanities.
It presents two primary citation systems: the notes-and-bibliography system and the
author-date system. The notes-and-bibliography system, often preferred in literature,
history, and the arts, uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources, with a corresponding
bibliography at the end of the work. Conversely, the author-date system, more common in
some social sciences, places parenthetical citations directly in the text, referencing a full
reference list.

Choosing between the two systems often depends on the specific journal, publisher, or
academic discipline's conventions. Both systems aim to provide readers with sufficient
information to locate the original sources, thereby supporting the author's arguments and
avoiding plagiarism. Mastery of either system requires attention to detail regarding the
formatting of various source types, from books and journal articles to archival materials
and digital media. Understanding these fundamental differences is the first step in
applying Chicago style effectively.



Chicago Style for Literary Studies

In literary studies, the notes-and-bibliography system of the Chicago Manual of Style is
particularly prevalent. This approach allows for extensive commentary and
contextualization within footnotes or endnotes, which can be invaluable when discussing
complex literary texts, historical background, or critical interpretations. For instance,
when citing a frequently referenced passage from Shakespeare, a footnote might not only
provide the act, scene, and line numbers but also a brief explanatory note or a connection
to critical scholarship.

Citing Literary Works

When citing primary literary works, such as novels, plays, or poetry collections, the
Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines. For books, the initial citation in a
footnote or endnote should include the author's full name, the title of the work in italics,
and publication information. Subsequent citations can be shortened. For poetry and
drama, act, scene, and line numbers or canto and stanza numbers are typically included
parenthetically within the text or noted in the bibliography, following specific conventions
for each genre.

A first footnote citation for a novel might look like:
1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (London: T. Egerton, 1813), 45.

A subsequent citation for the same work would be:
Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 102.

Citing a play would involve act, scene, and line numbers:
1. William Shakespeare, Hamlet, act 3, sc. 1, lines 56-80.

Citing Literary Criticism

Citing secondary sources, such as scholarly articles and books on literary analysis, follows
the standard CMOS guidelines for journal articles and books. The key is to accurately
capture the author, title, publication details, and page numbers. In literary studies, it is
common to weave critical insights directly into the text or to use footnotes to engage with
differing critical perspectives, providing the full bibliographic information upon first



mention.

Chicago Style for Historical Research

Historical research frequently employs the notes-and-bibliography system due to its
capacity to accommodate a wide array of source materials, including archival documents,
oral histories, and secondary scholarship. The detailed nature of historical inquiry often
necessitates extensive citation to establish the provenance of evidence and to engage with
the historiographical debate.

Archival and Primary Source Citation

Citing archival materials requires meticulous attention to detail. This includes identifying
the specific collection, box, folder, and item, as well as the repository where the material
is housed. The first mention in a note or bibliography entry should be comprehensive,
allowing any researcher to locate the exact document. For example, a note might refer to
a specific letter within a larger manuscript collection.

An example of citing a manuscript:
1. Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 10 October 1776, Adams Family Papers,
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston.

Subsequent references can be abbreviated:
Adams, Letter to John Adams, 10 October 1776.

Citing Secondary Historical Works

When citing historical monographs, edited volumes, or journal articles, the standard
CMOS format applies. This involves accurately recording the author, title, publisher,
publication year, and page numbers for books, and author, article title, journal title,
volume, issue, year, and page numbers for articles. Historians often use citations to
demonstrate how their work engages with or diverges from established historical
interpretations.



Chicago Style in Philosophy and Ethics

While some philosophy and ethics departments may adopt the author-date system, the
notes-and-bibliography system is also widely used, particularly for works that engage
deeply with textual analysis and historical philosophical traditions. The ability to include
extensive notes is beneficial for dissecting complex arguments, comparing different
philosophical viewpoints, or providing historical context for concepts.

Citing Philosophical Texts

Citing foundational philosophical works requires precision, especially when dealing with
texts that have multiple translations or editions. It is essential to specify the edition used
and often to include standard locators like book and chapter numbers, or section numbers,
in addition to page numbers, to facilitate cross-referencing with other editions. When
citing, the author's name, the title of the work (italicized), and the publication details are
provided in the note.

Example of citing a philosophical treatise:
1. Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, trans. Norman Kemp Smith (New York:
St. Martin's Press, 1965), A123/B150.

Engaging with Ethical Debates

In ethical discussions, Chicago style aids in clearly attributing arguments and positions to
their proponents. When discussing ethical theories or contemporary debates, citations are
used to support claims, reference specific arguments, and acknowledge the work of other
ethicists. The notes can also be used to elaborate on the implications of a particular
ethical stance or to address counterarguments.

Chicago Style for Art History and Visual Culture

Art history and visual culture studies are disciplines where the notes-and-bibliography
system is exceptionally well-suited. This is due to the frequent need to cite a wide range of
visual materials, including artworks, exhibition catalogues, and critical essays on art. The
ability to include detailed notes allows for rich descriptions of visual elements, contextual
information about artworks, and engagement with art historical scholarship.



Citing Visual Artworks

When citing an artwork, the Chicago Manual of Style requires specific information. This
typically includes the artist's name, the title of the artwork (italicized), the date of
creation, the medium, and dimensions, followed by the current location (museum, gallery,
or private collection) and accession number if available. This detailed information ensures
that the artwork is uniquely identified.

Example of citing a painting:
1. Leonardo da Vinci, Mona Lisa, c. 1503–1506, oil on poplar panel, 77 cm × 53 cm,
Musée du Louvre, Paris, RF 776.

Citing Exhibition Catalogues and Reviews

Exhibition catalogues and art reviews are common sources in art history. Citations for
these materials should follow the standard formats for books and journal articles,
respectively. For exhibition catalogues, it's crucial to include the exhibition title, the
curator's name if prominent, the name of the organizing institution, and the publication
details. For reviews, the reviewer's name, the title of the review, the publication it
appeared in, and the date and page numbers are essential.

Chicago Style for Classical Studies

Classical studies, encompassing ancient history, literature, philosophy, and archaeology,
often utilizes the notes-and-bibliography system, especially when dealing with primary
texts in their original languages and secondary scholarship. The need to cite ancient
authors, specific passages, and archaeological findings makes detailed notation vital.

Citing Ancient Texts

Citing classical authors and texts requires adherence to established conventions.
Typically, the author's name is followed by the title of the work (often in Latin or Greek, or
a standard English translation), and then standard abbreviations for books, chapters,
sections, or verses. The first citation in a note should include full publication details of the
edition used, while subsequent citations can be abbreviated. Classical scholars also often
include original language citations alongside translations.

Example of citing Homer:



1. Homer, The Iliad, trans. Richmond Lattimore (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1951), book 1, lines 1–10.

For a Greek philosopher:
1. Plato, Republic, book 4, 427e.

Citing Archaeological Evidence

For archaeological research, Chicago style demands precise descriptions of artifacts, sites,
and excavation reports. Citations should clearly identify the artifact, its provenance (site,
excavation number), and the publication where it is discussed. This ensures that the
evidence presented is verifiable and situated within the broader context of archaeological
findings.

Common Chicago Style Challenges in the
Humanities

While the Chicago Manual of Style offers clear guidelines, certain aspects can present
recurring challenges for humanities scholars. One common difficulty is the accurate
citation of multifaceted sources, such as edited collections with multiple authors,
conference proceedings, or online resources that lack stable pagination. Ensuring
consistency across a large research project, especially when shifting between different
types of media or publication formats, requires vigilance.

Handling Digital and Multimedia Sources

The proliferation of digital resources, including websites, online databases, digital
archives, and multimedia content, presents ongoing challenges. CMOS has adapted its
guidelines, but accurately describing and citing these evolving formats, especially those
without clear authorship or publication dates, can be complex. Determining whether to
use the notes-and-bibliography or author-date system for digital sources often depends on
the specific context and the stability of the digital object.

Maintaining Consistency Across Source Types

A significant challenge in applying Chicago style across the humanities lies in maintaining



consistency when dealing with a diverse range of source materials. For instance, a
historian might cite archival letters, printed books, journal articles, and oral interviews,
each requiring a slightly different citation format. Scholars must meticulously review the
CMOS guidelines for each source type and ensure that all entries in their bibliographies
and notes adhere to the established conventions, thereby enhancing the credibility and
clarity of their research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Chicago
notes-and-bibliography system and the author-date
system?
A: The notes-and-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a
bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations
followed by a reference list.

Q: Which humanities disciplines most commonly use the
notes-and-bibliography system?
A: Literature, history, art history, and classics are disciplines that frequently favor the
notes-and-bibliography system due to its capacity for detailed notes and engagement with
diverse source materials.

Q: How should I cite a primary literary work that I'm
quoting repeatedly in my paper using Chicago style?
A: For frequent quotations of a primary literary work, you would typically provide full
bibliographic details in the first footnote or endnote, followed by act, scene, and line
numbers or page numbers in subsequent citations.

Q: What information is essential when citing an artwork
in Chicago style?
A: Essential information for citing an artwork includes the artist's name, title of the
artwork (italicized), date of creation, medium, dimensions, and its current location.

Q: Is there a specific way to cite classical texts in
Chicago style?
A: Yes, classical texts are cited by author, title, and standard divisions (book, chapter,
section, or line numbers), with full publication details of the edition used in the first note.



Q: How do I handle citing online articles or web pages
with Chicago style?
A: For online articles, include the author, title of the article, title of the website (italicized),
publication date, and a URL, along with a retrieval date if the content might change.

Q: What are some common pitfalls when using Chicago
style in the humanities?
A: Common pitfalls include misformatting citations for diverse source types (archival
documents, digital media), inconsistent application of style rules across a project, and
inaccuracies in bibliographic details.

Q: Can I use both systems (notes-and-bibliography and
author-date) within the same document in Chicago
style?
A: No, you must choose one system (either notes-and-bibliography or author-date) and
apply it consistently throughout your entire document, unless specifically instructed
otherwise by your publisher or instructor.
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