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The Guide to Crafting a Chicago Style Humanities Research Paper

chicago style humanities research paper requires a meticulous approach to citation,
formatting, and scholarly argumentation, distinguishing it as a rigorous academic
undertaking. This guide delves deep into the intricacies of developing a compelling paper
that adheres to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), a cornerstone for many humanities
disciplines. We will explore everything from initial topic selection and thesis development to
the nuanced details of footnote or endnote citation and bibliography construction, ensuring
your work meets the highest academic standards. Understanding these components is
crucial for presenting your research clearly and persuasively, making your chicago style
humanities research paper a standout piece of scholarship. This comprehensive
overview will equip you with the knowledge to navigate every stage of the research and
writing process effectively.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide
that governs academic writing, particularly within the humanities. It offers two primary
citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date system. For
most humanities research papers, the NB system is the standard, utilizing footnotes or
endnotes for citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper. This
system allows for extensive commentary and elaboration within the notes, a feature highly
valued in scholarly discourse.

Adhering to CMOS ensures consistency, clarity, and academic integrity in your work. It
provides detailed instructions on everything from punctuation and grammar to manuscript
preparation and the proper citation of a vast array of sources. For students and scholars in
fields like literature, history, art history, and philosophy, mastering the nuances of the
Chicago style is not just about following rules; it's about effectively communicating complex
ideas and engaging with the existing body of scholarship in a professional and recognized
manner. Understanding the philosophy behind its design—which prioritizes clarity and
textual evidence—is key to successful implementation.



Choosing and Refining Your Research Topic
The foundation of any successful chicago style humanities research paper lies in
selecting a compelling and manageable research topic. A good topic is one that genuinely
interests you, as this passion will fuel your research and writing process. It should also be
sufficiently focused to allow for in-depth exploration within the constraints of a typical
academic paper. Broad topics can lead to superficial analysis, while overly narrow ones
may lack sufficient source material.

To refine your topic, consider asking specific questions about your area of interest. Instead
of "The impact of social media," a more focused topic might be "The evolution of
performative activism on TikTok among Gen Z in the wake of the 2020 social justice
movements." This specificity allows for targeted research and a more coherent argument.
Brainstorming potential research questions can help narrow down your focus and identify
areas where existing scholarship might be debated or incomplete, presenting an
opportunity for original contribution.

Developing a Strong Thesis Statement for
Humanities Research
A strong thesis statement is the argumentative backbone of your chicago style
humanities research paper. It is a concise, declarative sentence that articulates the
main argument or point of your paper. In the humanities, a thesis statement often presents
an interpretation, an analysis, or a critical stance on a particular text, historical event, or
cultural phenomenon. It should be debatable and offer a clear direction for your reader.

A well-crafted thesis statement in Chicago style goes beyond merely stating a fact; it offers
an original insight. For instance, instead of "Shakespeare’s Hamlet is a tragedy," a more
effective thesis might be, "While traditionally interpreted as a revenge tragedy, Hamlet’s
ultimate downfall stems from its exploration of existential doubt and the paralyzing effect
of indecision on princely duty in a corrupted Renaissance court." This statement is specific,
analytical, and sets up a clear argument to be supported by evidence throughout the paper.

Structuring Your Chicago Style Humanities
Research Paper
A logical and coherent structure is paramount for any academic paper, and a chicago
style humanities research paper is no exception. The standard structure typically
includes an introduction, a literature review (often integrated into the introduction or a
separate section), the body of the paper (divided into thematic or chronological sections),
and a conclusion. The introduction sets the stage, presents the thesis, and outlines the
paper's scope. The body paragraphs each develop a specific point that supports the thesis,
using evidence and analysis.

The body of the paper should flow logically, with clear transitions between paragraphs and
sections. Depending on the complexity of your argument, you might organize your body
paragraphs thematically, chronologically, or by comparative analysis. The conclusion should
summarize your main points, restate your thesis in a new way, and offer final thoughts or



suggest avenues for further research. It should not introduce new information or
arguments.

Mastering Chicago Style Citations: Notes and
Bibliography
The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system of Chicago style is characterized by the use of
footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, accompanied by a comprehensive
bibliography at the end. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is
made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the paper. Both systems require the same
information but differ in placement.

The first citation of a source in a note will typically include full publication details, while
subsequent citations of the same source will use a shortened form. Key elements for citing
various source types, such as books, journal articles, and websites, include author(s), title,
publication information (place, publisher, year for books; journal title, volume, issue, date
for articles), and specific page numbers. The bibliography lists all sources cited in the
paper, alphabetized by author's last name, and formatted consistently according to CMOS
guidelines.

Books: Author(s), Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number(s).

Journal Articles: Author(s), "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
page number(s).

Websites: Author (if known), "Title of Page/Article," Name of Website, publication
date (if available), accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Crafting a Compelling Literature Review
A literature review for a chicago style humanities research paper is more than just a
summary of existing scholarship; it is a critical evaluation of the sources relevant to your
research topic. It demonstrates your understanding of the scholarly conversation
surrounding your subject, identifies gaps in the existing research, and positions your own
work within that context. This section helps to establish the significance and originality of
your thesis.

Begin by identifying key texts and authors in your field. Group them thematically or
chronologically to show the development of ideas or different perspectives. Critically
analyze each source, discussing its strengths, weaknesses, and relevance to your
argument. Highlight areas of agreement and disagreement among scholars. Your literature
review should flow logically and seamlessly lead into your own research question or thesis,
showing how your paper will build upon or challenge existing knowledge.



Writing the Body of Your Research Paper
The body of your chicago style humanities research paper is where you present your
arguments and evidence to support your thesis statement. Each paragraph should focus on
a single idea or point, introduced by a topic sentence that clearly relates to your overall
argument. These paragraphs should be developed with supporting evidence, such as
textual quotations, historical data, or critical analysis, followed by your own interpretation
and explanation of that evidence.

Ensure smooth transitions between paragraphs to maintain a coherent flow. Use
transitional words and phrases (e.g., "furthermore," "however," "consequently," "in
addition") to guide the reader through your line of reasoning. The depth and breadth of
your analysis will depend on the complexity of your topic and the expectations of your
assignment, but clarity and logical progression are always essential. Avoid simply
presenting evidence; explain how that evidence proves your point.

Integrating Evidence and Analysis
Effective integration of evidence is crucial for a persuasive chicago style humanities
research paper. Evidence, whether it's a direct quotation from a literary text, a historical
document, or a visual artifact, serves as the foundation for your claims. However, evidence
alone is not enough; it must be accompanied by rigorous analysis—your interpretation and
explanation of what the evidence means and how it supports your thesis.

When quoting sources, introduce them clearly and explain their relevance before
presenting the quote. After the quote, provide your analysis, explaining how it functions as
evidence for your argument. Avoid "quote bombing," where quotes are dropped into the
text without proper introduction or follow-up analysis. Think of it as a conversation: you
present a piece of evidence, and then you explain its significance to your audience. This
symbiotic relationship between evidence and analysis strengthens your credibility and the
overall impact of your research.

Formatting and Presentation in Chicago Style
Adhering to Chicago style formatting ensures your paper is presented professionally and
consistently. This includes specific guidelines for margins, font type and size, spacing,
pagination, and the presentation of headings and subheadings. Typically, papers use 1-inch
margins, a standard 12-point font (like Times New Roman or Arial), and double-spacing
throughout, including block quotations.

Headings and subheadings should be formatted clearly to delineate sections of your paper.
Page numbers are usually placed in the upper right-hand corner of each page, starting with
the title page (which is often not numbered) or the first page of the introduction. Ensure all
elements, from the title page and abstract (if required) to the footnotes/endnotes and
bibliography, follow the precise formatting rules outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style.



Revising and Editing Your Chicago Style Paper
The revision and editing stages are critical for producing a polished chicago style
humanities research paper. Revision involves rethinking and restructuring your
arguments, refining your thesis, and ensuring your evidence strongly supports your claims.
This is the time to assess the overall coherence and clarity of your paper. Read your paper
aloud to catch awkward phrasing or logical gaps.

Editing, on the other hand, focuses on the sentence and word level. This includes correcting
grammatical errors, punctuation mistakes, spelling errors, and ensuring consistent
adherence to Chicago style citation rules. Proofreading is the final step, a careful read-
through to catch any remaining typos or minor errors that may have been overlooked. A
well-revised and edited paper demonstrates attention to detail and enhances the credibility
of your scholarship.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Humanities
Research Papers
Several common pitfalls can hinder the effectiveness of a chicago style humanities
research paper. One of the most frequent is inconsistent or incorrect citation. Failing to
cite sources properly, whether through accidental plagiarism or errors in
footnote/bibliography format, can severely undermine your academic integrity and the
credibility of your work.

Another common issue is a lack of a clear thesis statement or a failure to adequately
support it with evidence and analysis. Many students fall into the trap of summarizing
sources rather than engaging with them critically. Overly broad topics, superficial research,
and poor organizational structure also contribute to weaker papers. Finally, neglecting the
revision and editing process can leave a paper riddled with errors that distract from its
intellectual content. Being aware of these common mistakes can help you proactively avoid
them.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-
Bibliography (NB) system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, allowing for
explanatory notes and detailed references. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical
citations with the author's last name and the year of publication, requiring a corresponding
reference list at the end. The NB system is more common in humanities disciplines.

Q: How do I determine if I need to use footnotes or



endnotes for my Chicago style research paper?
A: Your instructor or institution will typically specify whether to use footnotes or endnotes.
Both systems are acceptable within the Chicago Manual of Style. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes are collected at the end of
the paper. The choice often depends on the preferred style of the discipline or individual
preference for readability.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in a Chicago
style humanities research paper?
A: The bibliography serves as a complete alphabetical list of all the sources that have been
cited in your paper. It allows readers to easily locate and consult the original sources you
have used. It is a crucial component for demonstrating the breadth and depth of your
research and for giving credit to the authors whose work you have engaged with.

Q: How should I format block quotations in a Chicago
style research paper?
A: Block quotations, typically those of five or more lines of prose or three or more lines of
poetry, are formatted differently from regular quotations. They should be indented from the
left margin (usually 0.5 inches), without quotation marks, and double-spaced. The citation
note follows the quotation.

Q: Can I use a website as a source in my Chicago style
humanities research paper?
A: Yes, you can use websites as sources, but it is important to evaluate their credibility
carefully. Prioritize reputable academic sources, scholarly websites, and those published by
established institutions. When citing a website, include as much information as possible,
such as the author, title of the page, name of the website, publication date, and access
date, along with the URL, following CMOS guidelines.

Q: What is the significance of a clear thesis statement
in a Chicago style humanities research paper?
A: A clear thesis statement is the central argument of your paper. In a Chicago style
humanities research paper, it guides the reader through your analysis and interpretation. It
should be specific, debatable, and offer a unique perspective or argument that you will then
support with evidence and scholarly reasoning.

Q: How do I avoid plagiarism when writing a Chicago



style humanities research paper?
A: Avoiding plagiarism involves diligently citing all sources, whether you are quoting
directly, paraphrasing, or summarizing ideas. Ensure that every piece of information or idea
that is not your own original thought is properly attributed using Chicago style footnotes or
endnotes and is listed in your bibliography. Understanding how to integrate evidence
without losing your own voice is also key.

Q: What are the common mistakes made in writing
humanities research papers that adhere to Chicago
style?
A: Common mistakes include inconsistent or incorrect citation formatting, a lack of a strong
argumentative thesis, insufficient analysis of evidence, and poor organization. Many writers
also struggle with accurately identifying and engaging with the existing scholarly literature
and may overlook the importance of thorough revision and proofreading.
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