
chicago style humanities quoting
chicago style humanities quoting is a fundamental skill for academics,
researchers, and students working within the humanities disciplines.
Mastering its intricacies ensures that your arguments are well-supported,
your sources are properly attributed, and your work adheres to academic
integrity standards. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of
Chicago style for quoting, covering essential elements such as in-text
citations, the bibliography, and the specific requirements for different
types of sources. We will explore the two primary citation systems within
Chicago style: notes and bibliography, and author-date, detailing when each
is most appropriate. Furthermore, understanding how to integrate direct
quotations, paraphrases, and block quotes effectively is crucial for
constructing persuasive scholarly prose. This article aims to equip you with
the knowledge to navigate Chicago style humanities quoting with confidence
and precision.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems, each
suited to different academic needs and disciplinary conventions. The first,
and often preferred in the humanities, is the notes and bibliography system.
This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the
text, with a comprehensive bibliography appearing at the end of the work. The
second system is the author-date system, which utilizes parenthetical
citations in the text keyed to a reference list at the end of the document.
While both systems aim for clarity and accuracy in attribution, their
application and the appearance of citations differ significantly.

The choice between these two systems often depends on the specific
requirements of a publisher, a journal, or an instructor. The notes and
bibliography system is prevalent in fields such as literature, history, and
art history, where extensive engagement with primary source material and



detailed commentary might necessitate frequent and often lengthy citations.
The author-date system, while also used in some humanities fields, is more
commonly found in the social sciences and certain scientific disciplines.
Understanding the underlying principles of each system is the first step
toward effective chicago style humanities quoting.

Notes and Bibliography System: In-Text
Citations

In the notes and bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through
either footnotes or endnotes. Each note corresponds to a superscript number
placed in the text immediately after the passage being cited. Footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes
are gathered at the end of the document, chapter, or book. The first time a
source is cited, the note includes full bibliographic details. Subsequent
citations of the same source can be abbreviated, often using a shortened
title and page number.

For example, a first citation might look like: 1. Michel Foucault, Discipline
and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage
Books, 1995), 23. A subsequent citation for the same work could be: 2.
Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 45. This system allows for flexibility, as
additional commentary or explanatory notes can also be included within the
notes themselves, making it a powerful tool for detailed scholarly
argumentation in the humanities.

Notes and Bibliography System: The Bibliography

The bibliography is an indispensable component of the notes and bibliography
system. It provides a complete alphabetical list of all the sources consulted
and cited within the body of the work. Unlike an annotated bibliography,
which includes brief summaries of each source, a standard Chicago
bibliography lists sources in a consistent format that mirrors the
information provided in the notes. Each entry begins with the author's last
name, followed by their first name, then the title of the work, and finally
the publication details (place of publication, publisher, and year). For
books, the format typically is: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place
of Publication: Publisher, Year.

For articles, the format is generally: Last Name, First Name. "Title of
Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers. Ensuring
accuracy and consistency in every bibliography entry is paramount for
academic rigor. This detailed listing allows readers to easily locate and
verify the sources used by the author, contributing to the transparency and



credibility of the research. Proper formatting of journal articles, book
chapters, and online resources within the bibliography is essential for
effective chicago style humanities quoting.

Author-Date System: In-Text Citations

The author-date system employs parenthetical citations directly within the
text. These citations typically include the author's last name and the year
of publication, often followed by a page number if a specific passage is
being referenced. For instance, a parenthetical citation might appear as
(Foucault 1995, 23). This method allows readers to quickly identify the
source and the year of its publication without needing to consult footnotes
or endnotes for basic attribution. The brevity of these in-text citations
helps to maintain the flow of the narrative and prose.

When quoting directly, the page number is crucial. For paraphrased or
summarized ideas, the page number is often optional but recommended for
precision. If multiple works by the same author in the same year are cited,
they are distinguished by adding lowercase letters to the year, such as
(Smith 2020a, 55) and (Smith 2020b, 102). This system prioritizes immediate
source identification within the reading experience, making it efficient for
certain types of scholarly communication.

Author-Date System: The Reference List

The author-date system culminates in a reference list, which is an
alphabetical compilation of all the sources cited in the text. Similar to the
bibliography in the notes system, the reference list provides full
bibliographic information for each source, allowing readers to locate and
consult the original materials. The format for each entry in the reference
list is very similar to that of the bibliography in the notes system, with
the primary difference being the placement of the year of publication.

For books, a typical entry in the reference list would be: Last Name, First
Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher. For journal
articles: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume (Issue): Page numbers. This organized list is vital for enabling
readers to trace the author's research and engage with the cited literature.
Consistency in formatting is key for clear and effective communication of
research in chicago style humanities quoting.



Quoting and Integrating Direct Sources

Integrating direct quotations effectively is a cornerstone of strong
scholarly writing in the humanities. When using direct quotes, it is
imperative to ensure that the quotation accurately reflects the original text
and is seamlessly woven into your own prose. Short quotations, typically
under four or five lines of text, are usually enclosed in quotation marks and
integrated into the paragraph. For example, as literary critic Jane Doe
argues, "the symbolism in this passage is undeniable" (Doe 2019, 45).

Longer quotations, often referred to as block quotes, are formatted
differently. They are typically set off from the main text by indenting the
entire quotation, usually by half an inch, and are not enclosed in quotation
marks. The parenthetical citation follows the quotation, often with the
period placed after the citation. Precision in transcribing the original
text, including punctuation and capitalization, is crucial. Furthermore,
surrounding the quote with your own analysis that explains its relevance and
significance to your argument is paramount.

Handling Paraphrases and Summaries

Paraphrasing and summarizing are essential skills that allow writers to
incorporate the ideas of others into their work without relying solely on
direct quotation. A paraphrase restates a passage in your own words and
sentence structure, while maintaining the original meaning. A summary
condenses the main points of a larger section of text. Both paraphrases and
summaries require attribution to the original source, even though they are
not direct quotes.

In chicago style humanities quoting, whether using the notes and bibliography
system or the author-date system, it is vital to cite paraphrased and
summarized material. For the notes system, a footnote or endnote with full or
abbreviated bibliographic information and the relevant page number is
required. In the author-date system, the parenthetical citation (Author Year,
Page Number) is used. Even though quotation marks are not used, the
intellectual property of the original author must be respected through proper
citation. The goal is to demonstrate your understanding of the source
material while giving credit where it is due.

Formatting Block Quotes in Chicago Style

Block quotations, which are longer passages of text, require specific
formatting to distinguish them from the main body of your writing. In Chicago
style, a block quotation is generally introduced by a colon or a complete



sentence that leads into the quoted material. The quotation is then set off
from the main text by indenting the entire block of text, typically by 0.5
inches, from the left margin. Crucially, block quotations are not enclosed in
quotation marks.

The citation follows the block quotation. In the notes and bibliography
system, the note number is placed at the end of the quotation, before the
period. In the author-date system, the parenthetical citation is placed after
the quotation and before the final punctuation. For example:

Foucault elaborates on the concept of power:
Power relations are not situated topographically like the great systems
of the sovereign or the juridical-legal. They are not localized in an
institution, an administration, a class, a group, or even an individual.
They are, on the contrary, the very principle of articulation of the
social body, the thread that ties together the actions of individuals
and the institutional framework.

(Foucault 1995, 33)

This distinct formatting clearly signals to the reader that a substantial
excerpt is being presented, while the citation ensures proper attribution.

Quoting Different Types of Humanities Sources

The principles of chicago style humanities quoting extend to a wide array of
source materials commonly found in humanities research. Each type of source,
whether it be a published book, a scholarly article, a chapter in an edited
volume, a primary historical document, a work of art, or a website, has
specific citation requirements to ensure accuracy and completeness.

For edited volumes, citations typically include the author of the chapter,
the title of the chapter, the editor(s) of the volume, the title of the
volume, and publication details. For primary sources, such as letters or
diaries, the citation format will depend on whether they are published or
unpublished and how they are accessed. For visual arts, citations will
include the artist, title of the work, date, medium, dimensions, and the
location where the work is housed. Online sources require careful attention
to elements like URLs and access dates to provide clear and stable
references.

Common Challenges in Chicago Style Humanities



Quoting

Navigating chicago style humanities quoting can present several challenges
for even experienced scholars. One common difficulty lies in consistently
applying the correct formatting for various source types, especially for less
common or digital materials. Ensuring that all required elements for each
entry in the bibliography or reference list are present and accurately
ordered can be meticulous work.

Another frequent challenge is determining when and how to cite paraphrased
material. Students sometimes err by believing that rephrasing a source
eliminates the need for citation, which is a misconception that can lead to
unintentional plagiarism. Furthermore, accurately transcribing and
integrating direct quotations, particularly those with complex punctuation or
non-standard language, requires careful attention to detail. Mastering the
nuances of block quotes versus in-text quotes also demands practice and a
thorough understanding of the guidelines.

Best Practices for Accuracy and Consistency

To ensure accuracy and consistency in your chicago style humanities quoting,
several best practices can be adopted. First, always consult the latest
edition of the Chicago Manual of Style. Citation styles evolve, and staying
current with the guidelines is essential for academic integrity and adherence
to contemporary scholarly standards.

Second, maintain a detailed record of all sources as you conduct your
research. This can involve using citation management software or keeping a
meticulously organized notebook. Before you begin writing, decide which of
the two Chicago systems—notes and bibliography or author-date—you will use
and then commit to that choice throughout your entire document. Proofread
your citations carefully, paying close attention to every detail, from
punctuation to capitalization. Consistency is key: if you use a particular
format for one book, use the same format for all books.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes
and bibliography system and the author-date system
in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and



the structure of the final list of references. The notes and bibliography
system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text
citations (Author Year) and a reference list at the end.

Q: When is it appropriate to use block quotes in
Chicago style?
A: Block quotes are generally used for passages that are four or five lines
or longer. They are set off from the main text by indenting the entire
passage and are not enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: Do I need to cite paraphrased material in Chicago
style?
A: Yes, absolutely. Any time you use the ideas, concepts, or information from
another source, even if you rephrase it in your own words (paraphrase) or
summarize it, you must provide a citation to give credit to the original
author.

Q: How do I cite a source that has multiple authors
in Chicago style?
A: For two authors, list both names in the note or parenthetical citation
(e.g., Smith and Jones 2021, 15). For three or more authors, list the first
author followed by "et al." in the note or parenthetical citation (e.g.,
Smith et al. 2021, 15).

Q: What is the role of the bibliography or reference
list in Chicago style?
A: The bibliography (in the notes system) or reference list (in the author-
date system) provides a complete alphabetical listing of all the sources
cited in the text. This allows readers to locate and consult the original
materials used by the author.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book in
Chicago style?
A: In the notes and bibliography system, the note for a chapter includes the
chapter author, the chapter title, the editors, the book title, and
publication details. The bibliography entry follows a similar format,



typically starting with the chapter author's name.

Q: What is the correct way to format a URL in a
Chicago style citation?
A: URLs are generally included at the end of the citation for online sources.
While not always mandatory, it is good practice to include the date you
accessed the material, especially for web pages that may change over time.
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