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The Chicago Style Humanities Footnote Guide: A Comprehensive Overview

chicago style humanities footnote guide mastery is essential for scholars and students navigating the
intricacies of academic writing in the humanities. This comprehensive resource delves deep into the principles and
practices of citing sources using footnotes and endnotes according to the authoritative Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS). We will explore the fundamental structure of Chicago-style footnotes, distinguishing between
the first and subsequent references to a source, and meticulously examine how to cite various types of
materials, from books and journal articles to websites and archival documents. Understanding these elements
ensures academic integrity, allows readers to easily locate your sources, and strengthens the credibility of
your research. This guide will equip you with the knowledge to confidently apply Chicago style footnote
formatting across your academic endeavors.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. For the humanities, the Notes and Bibliography system, which heavily relies on
footnotes and endnotes, is the preferred method. This system uses superscript Arabic numerals within the text
to indicate a citation. These numerals correspond to explanatory notes or bibliographic references at the
bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes). The purpose of these notes is
twofold: to acknowledge the sources from which information has been drawn and to provide additional
commentary or explanation that might disrupt the flow of the main text.

The fundamental principle behind Chicago style footnotes is to provide sufficient information for a reader to
identify and locate the source independently. This requires a standardized format that is applied consistently
throughout a document. While the initial citation in a footnote provides full details, subsequent references to
the same source are typically shortened for conciseness. This system allows for a cleaner reading experience in
the main body of the text, as lengthy citations are removed from the narrative flow and relegated to the notes
section.

Elements of a Chicago Style Footnote

A well-constructed Chicago style footnote typically comprises several key components, though their order
and inclusion depend on the type of source being cited. The essential elements are designed to be informative and
clear. Even when the full citation is provided, a degree of abbreviation is often permitted in subsequent notes to
streamline the referencing process.



Author's Name

The author's name is always the first element in a Chicago-style footnote citation. For the first reference to a
source, the author's name is presented in first name, last name order. This contrasts with bibliography entries,
where the last name typically precedes the first name. For example, "John Smith," not "Smith, John."

Title of the Work

The title of the work being cited follows the author's name. For books, the title is italicized. For articles or
chapters within a larger work, the title is enclosed in quotation marks. Consistency in applying italics and
quotation marks is paramount for adherence to Chicago style.

Publication Information

This section includes details about where and when the source was published. For books, it typically involves
the city of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication. For articles, it includes the journal
title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the publication date. The precise order and punctuation for this
information can vary slightly depending on the source type.

Page Numbers

Crucially, footnotes must include the specific page number(s) from which the referenced information was
obtained. This allows readers to quickly find the exact location of the cited material. For multiple pages, a
range is used, typically indicated by an en dash.

Citing Books in Chicago Style Footnotes

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic research in the humanities, and Chicago style provides clear guidelines
for this. Whether it's a single-authored monograph, an edited volume, or a chapter within a collection, the
fundamental components of the citation remain consistent, but their arrangement and the inclusion of specific
details differ.

First Reference to a Book

The first time a specific book is cited in a footnote, it requires a full citation. The format is generally as
follows: First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number(s). For
example: Jane Doe, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45. This provides all the
necessary bibliographic information for the reader to identify the source accurately.

Subsequent References to a Book

Once a book has been fully cited, subsequent references to the same work can be shortened. The most common
and preferred method is to use the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to
distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the specific page number. For example: Doe, History of
Ideas, 78. If only one work by an author is cited, simply the author's last name and page number may suffice:
Doe, 78. The CMOS advises clarity over extreme brevity; if there's any potential for confusion, include the
shortened title.



Edited Volumes and Works with Multiple Authors

When citing a book that has been edited rather than authored by one person, the editor's name is used in place of
the author's, preceded by "ed." or "eds." For example: John Smith, ed., Collected Essays (New York: Academic
Publishers, 2018). If citing a specific chapter within an edited collection, you would cite the chapter author,
the chapter title (in quotation marks), followed by the editor(s), the book title (italicized), and publication
details. For instance: Mary Jones, "Chapter Title," in Collected Essays, ed. John Smith (New York: Academic
Publishers, 2018), 102-115.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style Footnotes

Journal articles are a vital source of scholarly research in the humanities. The Chicago style footnote
format for these sources ensures that readers can pinpoint the exact article and issue from which information
is drawn.

First Reference to a Journal Article

A first-time citation of a journal article in a footnote should include the author's full name, the article title
in quotation marks, the name of the journal (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the publication date, and
the page number(s). The format is: First Name Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Name Volume, no. Issue
(Publication Date): page number(s). For example: Sarah Lee, "The Evolution of Romantic Poetry," Literary
Review 25, no. 3 (Spring 2021): 112. This format allows for precise identification of the source within the
vast landscape of academic journals.

Subsequent References to a Journal Article

Similar to book citations, subsequent references to a journal article are shortened. The typical format
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title in quotation marks, and the page
number. For instance: Lee, "Evolution of Romantic Poetry," 120. If the author has only contributed one article
to the journal being cited, or if the context is clear, the article title might be omitted, leaving only the
author's last name and page number, though using the shortened title generally enhances clarity.

Articles with DOIs

Increasingly, journal articles include a Digital Object Identifier (DOI). When a DOI is available, it should be
included in the footnote citation as it provides a stable and persistent link to the article. The DOI is typically
placed at the end of the citation, preceded by "doi:". Example: Lee, "Evolution of Romantic Poetry," 120,
doi:10.1080/12345678.2021.1234567.

Citing Other Sources in Chicago Style Footnotes

The humanities often draw upon a diverse range of sources beyond books and journal articles, including
websites, archival materials, and interviews. Chicago style provides specific guidance for these less
conventional but equally important sources.



Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to provide enough information for retrieval. A typical
footnote for a webpage includes the author or organization responsible for the content, the title of the page
or article (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication or last updated date, and
the URL. Crucially, include the date you accessed the page, as online content can change. Format:
Author/Organization, "Title of Page," Name of Website, publication/last updated date, accessed Month Day,
Year, URL. For example: National Archives, "Declaration of Independence," Founding Documents, accessed
October 26, 2023, www.archives.gov/founding-documents/declaration.

Archival Materials

Citing archival materials demands precision due to the unique nature of these documents. A footnote should
include the name of the archive, the collection or series title, the box and folder number, and a description of
the specific document or item, along with its date. For example: The Newberry Library, The Jane Addams Papers,
box 15, folder 3, Letter from Jane Addams to John Dewey, April 12, 1910. The exact format may vary
slightly depending on the archive's own cataloging system, but the goal is always to provide clear
locational information.

Interviews

When citing interviews, whether conducted personally or accessed through a repository, provide the name of
the interviewee, the type of interview (e.g., personal interview, recorded interview), the date of the interview,
and any relevant locational information (e.g., location of interview, or repository name and collection details
if archived). For a personal interview: John Doe, personal interview, October 25, 2023, Chicago, IL. For an
archived interview: Jane Smith, recorded interview by Mark Johnson, May 10, 2022, Oral History Archive, The
University Library.

Footnote vs. Endnote: Choosing the Right System

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary note-taking systems: footnotes and endnotes. Both serve the
same fundamental purpose of citing sources and providing supplementary information, but their placement
differs, impacting the reading experience and the overall presentation of a scholarly work.

Footnotes: Advantages and Disadvantages

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation or note occurs. The primary advantage of
footnotes is their immediate accessibility; readers can see the source information or commentary without having
to turn to a separate section of the document. This can be particularly beneficial for works where extensive
annotation is expected. However, footnotes can sometimes interrupt the visual flow of a page, especially if
there are many notes. They also require careful formatting to ensure they do not overwhelm the main text.

Endnotes: Advantages and Disadvantages

Endnotes, on the other hand, are collected at the end of the main body of the text, before the bibliography. This
system offers a cleaner presentation of the main text, free from the visual interruption of footnotes. It can be
particularly advantageous for longer works or when the author wishes to keep the focus strictly on the
narrative. The main disadvantage is that readers must actively turn to the endnotes to consult citations,
which can be less convenient for those who prefer to cross-reference as they read. The choice between
footnotes and endnotes often depends on the specific requirements of a publisher, a course instructor, or the



author's stylistic preference.

Common Errors to Avoid in Chicago Style Footnotes

While the Chicago style footnote system is logical and systematic, several common pitfalls can lead to
inconsistencies and errors in academic writing. Awareness of these frequent mistakes can help writers maintain
accuracy and professionalism in their citations.

Inconsistent Formatting

Perhaps the most frequent error is inconsistent formatting. This can manifest in variations in capitalization,
punctuation, italicization, or the order of elements within a citation. For example, sometimes using italics for
an article title and other times using quotation marks, or failing to consistently include publication dates.
Adherence to the CMOS guidelines requires meticulous attention to detail and consistent application of the
rules across all notes.

Incorrect Order of Elements

Another common mistake involves the incorrect order of bibliographic information within a note. For instance,
placing the publication date before the publisher, or omitting the page number entirely in a first reference. Each
element has a specific place in the citation structure, and deviating from this can confuse readers and obscure
the source's identity.

Omission of Essential Information

Critical pieces of information can be inadvertently omitted, such as the specific page number from which a quote
or paraphrased idea is taken, or the date of access for a web resource. These omissions render the citation
incomplete and therefore less useful to the reader. Always double-check that all necessary components for
identifying and locating the source are present, especially in the initial citation.

Ambiguous Subsequent Citations

While shortened notes are permissible after the first full citation, they can become ambiguous if an author has
cited multiple works by the same author, or if the context is unclear. Failing to include a shortened title or
sufficient distinguishing information can lead readers to the wrong source or an unresolvable citation.
Prioritize clarity even in shortened notes.

The Role of a Chicago Style Humanities Footnote Guide in Research

A robust Chicago style humanities footnote guide serves as an indispensable tool throughout the research and
writing process. It is not merely a reference for formatting but a framework that underpins academic integrity
and scholarly communication.

Firstly, such a guide ensures that the scholar accurately and ethically attributes all borrowed ideas, data,
and direct quotations. This avoids plagiarism and demonstrates respect for the intellectual property of
others. By providing clear instructions on how to cite various source types, a guide empowers researchers to
meticulously document their engagement with existing scholarship.



Secondly, it enhances the credibility and authority of the written work. A consistently and correctly
formatted citation system signals to readers that the author is knowledgeable about academic conventions
and has conducted thorough research. It allows readers to easily verify the information presented and to
explore the source material further if they wish, fostering a more engaged and critical reception of the work.

Finally, a comprehensive Chicago style humanities footnote guide facilitates clear communication within the
academic community. By adhering to a universally recognized standard, scholars can more readily understand
and evaluate each other's research. It streamlines the process of peer review and contributes to the ongoing
dialogue and advancement of knowledge within the humanities disciplines, making it an essential companion for
any serious academic undertaking.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and an endnote in
Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference
is made in the text, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document, before the bibliography. Both
systems serve the same purpose of citing sources.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location when citing a book in Chicago
style footnotes?
A: Yes, for the first reference to a book, the city of publication is a required element in Chicago style
footnotes. It helps readers identify the specific edition of the book.

Q: How do I format a subsequent citation for a book if I have cited it
multiple times in my paper?
A: After the first full citation, subsequent references to a book are typically shortened. This usually
involves using the author's last name, a shortened version of the book title (if necessary for clarity), and the
specific page number.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in a Chicago style footnote?
A: When citing a website, you should include the author or organization, the title of the page (in quotation
marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication or last updated date, and the URL. Crucially, you
must also include the date you accessed the page.

Q: When should I use quotation marks versus italics in Chicago style
footnotes?
A: Titles of shorter works, such as articles, chapters, essays, and poems, are enclosed in quotation marks.
Titles of longer, independent works, such as books, journals, and websites, are italicized.



Q: Is it acceptable to omit the page number in a Chicago style footnote?
A: No, the specific page number(s) from which information is drawn is a mandatory element in Chicago style
footnotes. It allows readers to locate the exact source of the information.

Q: How do I cite an interview in Chicago style footnotes?
A: For a personal interview, you would typically provide the name of the interviewee, indicate it's a personal
interview, the date it occurred, and the location. If it's an archived interview, you'd also include the name of
the archive and collection details.

Q: What is a DOI, and should I include it in my Chicago style footnote
citations?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to digital documents, such as
journal articles, to provide a persistent link to their location online. If an article has a DOI, it should be
included in your Chicago style footnote citation as it aids in precise retrieval.
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