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The Art of the Chicago Style Humanities Conclusion:
Synthesizing Ideas and Leaving a Lasting Impression

chicago style humanities conclusion is more than just a final paragraph; it is a crucial element
that solidifies an argument, synthesizes complex ideas, and leaves a lasting impact on the reader. In
academic writing, particularly within the humanities, the conclusion serves as the ultimate
opportunity to demonstrate mastery of the subject matter and the persuasive power of one's
research. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of crafting an effective Chicago
style conclusion for humanities papers, exploring its purpose, essential components, and common
pitfalls to avoid. We will examine how to effectively restate the thesis, summarize key findings, offer
broader implications, and provide a sense of closure without introducing new arguments.
Understanding these elements is vital for students and scholars aiming to excel in their academic
endeavors.
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The Purpose and Importance of a Chicago Style
Humanities Conclusion

The conclusion of a humanities paper, when adhering to Chicago style, carries significant weight. It
is the final impression you leave with your reader, and therefore, it must be carefully constructed.
Its primary purpose is to reinforce the central argument (thesis) presented in the introduction and
developed throughout the body of the paper. A well-crafted conclusion reassures the reader that the
journey through your analysis has been worthwhile and that the conclusions drawn are logical and
well-supported. In essence, it acts as a final affirmation of your scholarly work.



Beyond mere reinforcement, a strong conclusion in the humanities offers a sense of intellectual
closure. It ties together disparate threads of evidence and analysis, demonstrating how they
collectively contribute to a larger understanding of the topic. This synthesis is particularly important
in fields that often grapple with ambiguity, interpretation, and the nuances of human experience.
Without a compelling conclusion, even the most brilliant research can feel incomplete or
unconvincing, leaving the reader with unanswered questions or a feeling of being let down.

Key Components of an Effective Conclusion

An effective Chicago style humanities conclusion is built upon several fundamental pillars. These
components work in concert to provide a comprehensive and satisfying resolution to the paper's
arguments. Understanding each element and its role is crucial for successful academic writing.

Restating the Thesis in New Words
The first and perhaps most critical component is the restatement of the thesis. It is essential to
reiterate your main argument, but this should not be a simple verbatim repetition of the
introduction. Instead, rephrase the thesis, perhaps from a new angle or with the added weight of the
evidence presented. This demonstrates that your argument has been developed and proven
throughout the paper. Think of it as reminding the reader of the destination you promised to take
them to, now that you've arrived.

Summarizing Key Findings and Arguments
Following the restated thesis, a concise summary of the main points and findings from the body
paragraphs is necessary. This is not an opportunity to introduce new evidence or elaborate
extensively on each point. Rather, it is a brief overview that reminds the reader of the most
significant evidence and analytical steps taken to support your thesis. The goal is to create a
cohesive narrative that highlights the logical progression of your argument, showcasing how each
piece contributed to the overall conclusion.

Addressing the "So What?" Question
A truly impactful conclusion goes beyond mere summary. It answers the implicit "so what?" question
that readers often have. This involves discussing the broader implications of your research. What
does your argument contribute to the existing scholarly conversation? What new perspectives or
understandings does it offer? For humanities disciplines, this often means connecting your specific
findings to larger cultural, historical, philosophical, or artistic trends and debates.

Strategies for Synthesizing and Summarizing

Effectively synthesizing and summarizing in a Chicago style humanities conclusion requires careful



planning and precise language. The aim is to weave together the various elements of your argument
into a cohesive and persuasive whole.

Connecting Evidence to the Central Argument
When summarizing, it's vital to explicitly show how the evidence discussed throughout the paper
directly supports your thesis. Instead of just listing findings, explain their significance in relation to
your overarching argument. For example, if you argued about a specific literary theme, briefly
revisit how the key textual examples you analyzed illustrated that theme. This reinforces the
deductive reasoning of your paper.

Highlighting the Evolution of the Argument
A good conclusion demonstrates the journey the reader has taken with you. Briefly touch upon how
your initial premise or question evolved through your analysis. This shows intellectual development
and a nuanced understanding of the topic. It can be helpful to think of it as a narrative arc where the
conclusion provides the satisfying resolution after the rising action and climax of your body
paragraphs.

Using Transitional Phrases for Flow
To ensure a smooth transition between the restated thesis, the summary of findings, and the broader
implications, judicious use of transitional phrases is essential. Words and phrases like "in essence,"
"ultimately," "therefore," "consequently," and "as a result" can help guide the reader through the
concluding thoughts. These connectors are crucial for maintaining the logical flow and coherence of
the final section.

Moving Beyond Summary: Broader Implications and
Future Directions

While summarizing your findings is essential, a truly exceptional Chicago style humanities
conclusion will also look beyond the immediate scope of your paper to discuss its broader
significance.

Discussing the Wider Significance of Your Research
This is where you elevate your paper from a mere report of findings to a contribution to knowledge.
Consider how your research sheds light on larger cultural, historical, or theoretical issues. For
instance, a paper analyzing a particular novel might offer insights into societal anxieties of its time,
the evolution of a literary genre, or enduring questions about human nature. This demonstrates that
your work has relevance beyond its specific subject matter.



Suggesting Avenues for Future Research
In many humanities disciplines, a conclusion is an ideal place to suggest potential areas for future
study. This doesn't mean proposing entirely new dissertations, but rather identifying questions that
your research has raised but not fully answered, or suggesting related topics that scholars might
find fruitful to explore. This demonstrates that you understand the ongoing nature of scholarly
inquiry and positions your work as a stepping stone for others.

Offering a Final Thought or Memorable Statement
The very last sentence or two of your conclusion should leave a strong, memorable impression. This
might be a thought-provoking statement, a call to reflection, or a powerful reiteration of the core
message of your paper. It should resonate with the reader long after they have finished reading. This
final touch can transform a good conclusion into an outstanding one.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style
Conclusions

Even experienced writers can fall into common traps when writing conclusions. Being aware of these
potential pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure your final impression is a positive one.

Introducing New Information or Arguments
The conclusion is not the place to introduce new evidence, theories, or arguments that were not
discussed in the body of your paper. Doing so undermines your previous analysis and can confuse
the reader. All substantive points should have been developed earlier in the text. The conclusion
should synthesize what has already been presented, not add to it.

Being Too Repetitive or Too Vague
While restating the thesis and summarizing are key, the danger lies in being overly repetitive or so
vague that the summary loses its impact. Ensure that your restatements and summaries offer fresh
phrasing and highlight the most crucial aspects of your argument without simply rehashing
sentences. Similarly, avoid broad generalizations that lack specific grounding in your research.

Ending Abruptly or With a Cliché
An abrupt ending can leave the reader feeling unsatisfied. Conversely, relying on tired clichés or
platitudes ("In conclusion...") signals a lack of creative thought and academic rigor. Strive for a
natural, organic ending that feels earned by the preceding analysis. The conclusion should flow
logically and feel like a natural culmination of the paper's intellectual journey.



Apologizing or Undermining Your Own Work
Avoid phrases that express doubt or apology, such as "Although I may not have fully explored..." or
"This is just one perspective...". Your paper should present your argument with confidence. The
conclusion is the last opportunity to assert the validity and importance of your research. A confident
and authoritative tone is paramount.

Crafting a Strong Closing Statement

The final moments of your paper are critical for leaving a lasting impact. A strong closing statement
in a Chicago style humanities conclusion serves to consolidate your argument and provide a sense of
intellectual fulfillment for the reader.

Ultimately, a well-executed Chicago style humanities conclusion is a testament to rigorous research
and clear, persuasive writing. It demonstrates not only an understanding of the subject matter but
also the ability to synthesize complex ideas into a coherent and compelling narrative. By focusing on
restating the thesis, summarizing key findings, and exploring broader implications, writers can
ensure their arguments resonate and their research makes a meaningful contribution to the ongoing
academic conversation. The art of the conclusion lies in its ability to provide closure while
simultaneously opening doors to further thought and inquiry.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style Humanities
Conclusions

Q: What is the primary goal of a Chicago style humanities
conclusion?
A: The primary goal is to effectively restate the thesis in new terms, summarize the main points and
findings, and discuss the broader implications or significance of the research, providing a sense of
intellectual closure for the reader.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in the conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or arguments in the conclusion. The conclusion should
synthesize and build upon the information and analysis presented in the body of the paper.

Q: How can I ensure my conclusion effectively synthesizes my
arguments?
A: To synthesize effectively, revisit your thesis and body paragraphs, highlighting how each piece of
evidence and analysis contributed to your overall argument. Connect the dots for the reader,
showing the logical progression of your thought.



Q: What does it mean to address the "so what?" question in a
humanities conclusion?
A: Addressing the "so what?" means explaining the broader relevance and importance of your
research. It involves discussing how your findings contribute to the existing scholarly discourse,
offer new insights, or illuminate larger cultural, historical, or theoretical issues.

Q: Can I use the same wording for my thesis in the conclusion
as in the introduction?
A: No, it is generally best to restate your thesis in new words. This demonstrates a deeper
understanding and shows that the argument has been fully developed and proven throughout the
paper, rather than simply being repeated.

Q: How long should a Chicago style humanities conclusion
typically be?
A: The length of a conclusion can vary depending on the length and complexity of the paper, but it
should generally be proportionate to the rest of the work. It should be substantial enough to
adequately address the key components without being overly verbose.

Q: What are some common phrases to avoid in a humanities
conclusion?
A: Avoid cliché phrases like "In conclusion," "To sum up," or "In summary." Also, avoid apologetic
language or phrases that undermine your research's significance.

Q: Is it appropriate to offer suggestions for future research in
the conclusion?
A: Yes, in many humanities disciplines, suggesting avenues for future research is not only
appropriate but can be a valuable way to demonstrate your engagement with the ongoing scholarly
conversation and the potential impact of your work.
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